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Dear families

We have had a busy and productive week here at Greyfriars in which | think we have
experienced all weathers! We end the week, currently at least, with some spring

sunshine. | hope it stays for the weekend especially.

Ramadan Mubarak! | had the great pleasure to represent
Greyfriars at an event this week: an Iftar dinner at Mansfield
College, hosted by the Dialogue Society. This was a time to
come together as a community — in many aspects a multi-
faith community — to break the fast of Ramadan and think

about Peace and Unity. As the society says, ‘These -
gatherings are more than just opportunities to break the fast .
— they’re where diverse voices meet, perspectives are :

shared, and friendships are forged. Our goal is to cultivate a
stronger, more compassionate society through meaningful
dialogue and open hearts.” It was a wonderful event and |
am pleased to have spoken to so many people about how
we can work together as a community.

It was a reminder of how talking with openness and kindness is always the route to
success: to peace and unity. This term, we have focussed on how we shape our
answers in our speech and, obviously, this event made me think about our school
family and how we can work together to be successful. Part of our Greyfriars Way is
giving ‘Shaped Answers’: speaking well to others in full sentences. It served as a
reminder that what we teach moves well beyond the classroom: it is the formation of
successful adults able to live and flourish in a diverse community. We will continue to
work on ways we can improve students’ confidence in speaking but this is also a useful
tool families can use at home — encourage discussion without pride or defensiveness

and ‘shaped answers’.
Have a wonderful and blessed weekend.

With best wishes
Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher
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HAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE

FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: John 3 : 14 - 21

Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who
believes in him may have eternal life.” For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him will not be
condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been
condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the only
Son of God. And this is the verdict, that the light came into the
world, but people preferred darkness to light, because their works
were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and
does not come toward the light, so that his works might not be exposed. But whoever lives the truth
comes to the light, so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.

Reflection

The coming of Jesus into the world leads to a choice: whoever chooses darkness will
face a judgment of condemnation; whoever chooses light will have a judgment of
salvation. The judgement is always the consequence of the free choice of each person.
This is what we are called to do with greater dedication during Lent: to welcome the
light into our conscience. Do not forget that God always forgives, always, if we humbly
ask for forgiveness. It is enough just to ask for forgiveness, and he forgives.

O Lord, you who let your body to be taken, broken
and given away kfor the life of tﬁe world, we pray that
you would take our own broken bodies—broken by
sickness, sorrow, shame, age or abuse—and bless them
so that they might be instruments of blessing to our
newghbours. In your name.

Amen.

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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| GENERAL NOTICES

Ashmolean | Mr Larsen

The artefact of the week is a CITRUS JUICER! You might have seen this in
your own kitchen, but this is a very timeless design. This particular
example is from Palestine around the 10th or 11th century, during the
era of the Crusades. The fertile soil in the region mixed with the hot
Mediterranean climate to make the perfect conditions for citrus trees
such as lemons, oranges, and limes to grow, making them a staple for
centuries of recipes.

Congratulations to BLOSSOM in year 7 for winning our draw! Come in to see Mr. Larsen in the library
next Wednesday for your chance to win!

Sports News | Mr Dunne
Year 7 Football | Greyfriars Y7 6-0 Cheney Y7

On Tuesday our Y7's were in action for only the
second time this academic year. After an
emphatic 5-0 win away at Oxford Spires in their §
first match back in November they were eager to |
play another game - up stepped Cheney School.
Team morale was high and this was evident on [
the minibus drive to Cheney as all of the boys
created their own version of carpool karaoke but
with a twist "Minibus Karaoke" (Mr Dunne even &
joined in).

Cheney were disciplined and presented us with quite a few problems early on with Alfie making some
great saves to keep them at bay, likewise with Cheney's goalkeeper saving from Kevin and Joshua G
to keep the score 0-0 at the interval.

The second half got off to a flying start with Kevin scoring 2 quickfire goals, the second a beautifully
curved effort into the top corner to put Greyfriars 2-0 up. Further goals from Josh G (x2), Paulo (x1)
and a sublime free kick from distance scored by Kaylun (x1) saw Greyfriars finish the game with a 6-0
victory. Special shout-out to Louie, our second half goalkeeper, for pulling off some stunning saves to
keep Cheney out.

Everyone involved played a fantastic game and it was wonderful to see our year 7s representing our
school and doing us proud.
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Library Book of the Week | Miss
Hall [

Set in a dystopian
future where most of
humanity spends its
time in the OASIS, a
virtual reality world,
"Ready Player One"
is a thrilling journey
that immerses
readers into a story
filled with 80s pop 2
culture references. =%

“Enchanting. Wi

meets THE MATRI
USA TODAY

We follow Wade Watts as he embarks on an
exhilarating quest to solve a series of riddles and
challenges set by the creator of the OASIS. The
blends of nostalgia, action, and suspense weave a
compelling narrative that keeps you hooked from
start to finish. The book's exploration of the
impact of technology on society and individuals
feels timely and relevant, making it a must-read
for anyone interested in science fiction, and the
future of our world. "Ready Player One" is a
captivating adventure that leaves you pondering
the blurred lines between reality and the digital
world.
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Message for Year 7 | Mr
Weedon

| have been visiting lessons throughout the
week and Year 7 students have been working
extremely hard — well done!

Our assembly this week was all about
integrity; discussing our values. Students
answered questions and looked within
themselves to ensure they are thinking about
how they want to be seen by others and how
they should be treating each other.

7AGU have had a great week, having been
mentioned twice by Mrs Masterson for their
successful line-ups and being clapped by the
whole school! A proud moment for students
and tutor alike.

Well done to all the Year 7s who were
involved in the science fair! It’s great to see so
many students getting excited about science
and sharing their projects with parents,
teachers and students!

Have a great weekend!

World Book Day Competition Winners | Miss Hall

Well done to all students who
took part in the World Book
Day competitions that ran in
the library. Congratulations
to the winners:

Book cover re-design | Tobias
Short story | Prasanna
Poster/Display | John E

Character creation | Victor
Quiz | Victor and Leonor
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Message for Years 8 and 9 |
Mrs Reddy

Exciting times ahead for our Y9s! The journey
toward GCSEs and the importance of choosing
options cannot be overstated.

On 18 March, the students will have a drop-
down day for a taster session for each of the
option choices offered. These choices pave the
path for future academic and career
endeavours. Attending taster sessions offers
invaluable insight into potential subjects,
allowing students to explore their interests and
aptitudes.

Thereafter, on Thursday 21 March from 6pm
the Options evening will provide crucial
information and guidance, aiding students and
parents in making informed decisions about
GCSE choices. Wisely selecting options not only
shapes academic pursuits but also lays the
groundwork for personal and professional
growth. Every choice made now holds the
potential to unlock a world of opportunities and
shape a bright future. Choose wisely, and
embrace the journey ahead. We look forward to
seeing each and every one of you.

The Y8 and Y9 Leadership elective group are
doing an amazing job at raising funds for the
school’s breakfast club. Their dedication and
drive to ensure the smooth running of the club
is amazing! Thank you to all that are supporting
the cake sales we are currently hosting.

Careers News | Miss Manns
Careers Information and Events

For lots of wuseful information regarding
careers, please click: OxLep Picks of the Week

CareersFest

Careers Fest 2024 is set to not only connect
young people with some of Oxfordshire’s best
employers — but highlight significant career
pathways available in the county — with a
separate session targeted at parents and
carers.

This will take place on 20th and 21st March
2024 at The Kassam Stadium, with a ‘'twilight'
session for parents and carers on 20th March
with slots from 16:30-18:00 or 18:00-19:30.
For more information and to register:

CareersFest

Highest Achievement Points
Well done to the following students — keep it up!

8BK Congratulations to all
Isabelle students with 100%
attendance.
8SA 8CT
Jesse Nadia Thank you to the
tutors for their
8JOD 9sC ongoing support.
Brisa Achi Keep on striving to
be a better version of
9FA 9KI yourself Y8 and Y9!
1 lzzy Anna
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Sparx Update| Mr Secker

SparxMaths WEEK 24 a ct I V e

mramusnlnwm
Sparx Superstar tutor parx X b il “nlldav -“hs

groups this week

Qﬁ&yiumus
gy Patryk € 1 2,235 “ Multi-activity holiday clubs for young people
Average Qasem AS 11 1,849

11FD 172 Lewis S 10 3,240
1015 217 Isabelle A 10 2,609
asc 412 Sofia B 9 3,571
88K 254 Mark B 9 3,338
TKA aas Ana Paula C 8 5,018
Aryan P 8 3,452

Leading Year Group DaNinell Z 2259
Muhammed N 7 2,360

Total XP points Earned
7 311

8 291 540,809
Mahbod S 8 233,435 Boo K N OW
Ana PaulaCR 8 161,307
Jack C 8 149,781
Isabelle H 8 144,553
Klea L 8 138,977
Hajira R 10 116,855 »
Mark B 9 106,740 : ]
Kryspin B 9 97,228 :
Peace O 11 94,392
Da Vinci T 7 88,038
In With -
orste + Holiday Clubs

% Multi-activity holiday clubs for young people*

active

Holiday Clubs
WE ARE HIRING

We're recruiting experienced and passionate staff to
work in the school holidays and all year round.

With shifts from 8:30am - 5:30pm, we need:

£15 - £17 per hour

£8 - £14 per hour

School holidays
Easter (From 25th March - 19th April)
May (From 28th May - 31st May)
Summer (From 15th July - 30th August)

225 | oxifordaciive.co.ulk

===
Scan the QR code to find out more and to register your interest.
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Vacancies | Exam Invigilators x 3 - £12.80 per hour

Greyfriars is looking for three casual Invigilator's to work with our exam’s team to help the smooth
running of exams at our school.

Responsibilities will include the correct conduct of external examinations in accordance with JCQ
regulations and procedures issued by the Examinations Manager.

An ideal candidate will:

v’ be reliable, flexible and readily available during main exam periods

v' have effective communication skills and good interpersonal skills

v work well as part of a team

v’ be confident and a reassuring presence to candidates in exam rooms

v’ be able to give instructions and manage situations involving different groups of people
v" have basic IT skills (familiar with use of email, mobile phone messaging etc.)

Main duties

» To conduct examinations in accordance with the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ), awarding
body and Greyfriars Catholic School regulations and instructions

» To have a key role in upholding the integrity and security of the examination/assessment
process

Application Details

We hope you are interested in this exciting opportunity and would like to submit an application.

To apply for the post of Invigilator, please contact the School Business Manager, Sophie
Upellini Email: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or Tel: 01865 749933

Greyfriars Catholic School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children
and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The successful
applicant for any position will be required to undertake an enhanced disclosure via the DBS
(disclosure and barring system) and appropriate Right to Work clearances and our recruitment
and selection practice

The Pope Francis Catholic Multi Academy Company (PFMAC) is a family of Catholic schools in
Oxfordshire, who work together to promote the teaching of Christ and the Catholic faith.
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5 Ways to Well-being | click on the logo to find out more.

TALK & LISTEN, WHAT YOU CAN REMEMBER EMBRACE MEW :
BE THERE ENJOY WHAT YOU DO,  THE SIHPLE S2% OPPORTUNITIES. Yyo.ou.r' bword"' s,
FEEL(ONNECTED ~ MOVE YOUR MooD GIVE YOU JoY SURPRISE TOURSELF  your presence

Building small actions into your daily life can make you feel good,and feeling good is
an important part of being healthy. There are 5 ways to wellbeing that are proven to
make a real difference to you.

 BAGIL AT

GREYFRIARS GRUE

E% \NELCOME TO TH

‘BRAk ‘

OPENING TIMES:
8AM-4PM MONDAY - THURSDAY =
8AM-3:30PM FRIDAY
AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS:
MONDAY - CREATIVE WRITING

CLUB 4
TUESDAY - BOARD GAME CLUB ¢

| ;«@Breys [:UIhUllC\SChﬂﬂl > WEDNESDAY - FILM CLUB
< '\'\ \" “SPORTHALL | THURSDAY - ASHMOLEAN CLUB

Reglstruhun M}"FlunnRumun JEmail: frumun@gfcs uk

Tuesduy
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Dates for your Diary

18 March | Year 9 Options Taster Day
18 March | Year UCAS Exhibition, ExCel London
19-26 March | Scholastic Book Fair
21 March | OxLep Careers Fair Trip, Kassam
21 March | Year 9 GCSE Options Evening
25 March | Year 11 and Year 13 Group Photographs
28 March | Last day of term (early finish)
29 March — 14 April | Easter Holiday
15 April | INSET Day — No students in school

Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club is open
Mon - Fri 8.00am - 8.30am
in our restaurant.

veryone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.
Breakfast is free. Start your day with friends and food!

SIMS Parent App — Download Now!

If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

Vacancies

If you are interested in joining the
team at Greyfriars Catholic
School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie
Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit: tes to view all our current
vacancies.

n (M Tube.

STCREGSOXFORD
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OXLAT Latin Teaching Scheme
2024—2026

The Faculty of Classics is again able to offer its
Latin teaching scheme, OxLAT and is inviting our
students to apply.

The OxLAT Scheme students in Years 8, 9 and 10
(13—15 year olds who will be going into Years 9,
10 and 11 in September 2024) who are
interested in studying for a GCSE in Latin. The
Scheme offers eligible students free tuition in
Latin language and literature from scratch
through to GCSE examination.

Weekly two-hour lessons take place every
Saturday morning during school term-time at
the Faculty of Classics (66 St Giles, Oxford) and
are taught by two professional Latin instructors:
they will start in June 2024 and continue for two
years until the summer of 2026 when students
will sit their Latin GCSE exams.

The academic programme of the scheme
replicates the teaching students would
experience if they were taking the subject as a
GCSE option at school (albeit in a reduced
timetable and with greater focus on
independent learning): students will be expected
to consolidate their classroom learning with
appropriate study-time at home each week,
aided by the Scheme’s VLE system. Homework
will be roughly the same as one would expect
for any GCSE subject.

If you are interested full details and application
forms are available at:
https://clasoutreach.web.ox.ac.uk/oxlat

01865 749933
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OXFORD LATIN
TEACHING SCHENE
2024—2026

The OWLAT Scheme & for enthusiastic and commined
stixdents in Years 8, 9 and |0 {who will be gong into
Years 9, 10 and || n Septermber 2024) who are
interested in studying for 8 GCSE in Latin b attsnd
state schools whers there & no Latin provisian. The
Seheme offers slighle studénts free tuition 1 Latin
language and iterture from scratch through 1o GCSE
examinabion.

Weekly two-hour lessons t=ke nlace svery Saturday
mocng Juring termene at the Faculty, of Classics {66
St Gites; Qixdiord) and are taught by twe peofessional
Latin instructors: they will start in September 2024 and
continue for two years until the summes of 2025 when
students will $it thew Latn GESE exarrs

Thes acackermic: programre of the <heme repicates the

deaching stidsrts would experience if they wess mkne
the subject as @ GOSE optian at shoal |(aleit in
reduced umetabile and with  gosster facus an
independent leartingy studerts will be expected 1o
conuatidate their classtom leaming with oppropoate
stidy-time at home each week, aided by aVLE (virtual
feirhing: environment). Homewori will be coughly the
sama for any T:CSE sabject.

WHEN: ke 2026 — May 2026 Lesscos will take place
evtry ‘Saturday  ((030-1300) durng Ohdondshire
schools' seern-dates.

STRUGTURE: 2 years of infensive language and
feratiure study in small groups Studenss wi be entered
16 5it & Lot GOSE at their school 0 Miy 2026,

COSTS: None The Schemie & offered o free a6 part
of the Faculty of Classies Qutreach Progranyne.

ELIGIBILITY; Only currént Year 8,9 and 10 studunts at
state schools that do not currently have any Latin
provision (which includes lunch-timefaftenschool
Latin clubs) are sligble, There & no syict catchment
A for s scheme: if you Tel in Oxfocdshies or the
surounding regions (anc mest the- otfier clgibiity,
requeement abovey, you are-sligbie.

The Faculty Of Classics at the University of Oxford
is offering state schoof pupils FREE Latin teaching
ta GCSE-level.

if you are interested in learning the lanugage of the

Romans: CARPE DIEM! and see overleaf for more
details,

CLASSICS A

OXFORD

www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk
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LOCAL EVENTS AND

OPPORTUNITIES

Oxford Health

P A R E N T NHS Foundation Trust

Parent Support Group WEBINAR

A peer support group for parents of teens

that have additional needs and/or mental
health concerns.

T his is a parent-focussed group, facilitated by a

talk through the chultew_e y
your teen,

facing with

CAMHS

Child and Adolescent
Mental Health Service

0000000000000 When?

e
L4
°
° ? St
™ Where? st

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS SESSIONS FOR
PARENTS AND CARERS

Cost?

SUBJECTS INCLUDE

« TEEN ANXIETY
* SELF HARM

Empowering parents through shared
experience and professional support

for you, please get in
on 07821 542182

scroggie@gmail.com and
r name and number for a call back

* LOW MOOD
*« HOW TO TALK TO YOUR
DISTRESSED CHILD

WW.OXFORDHEALTH.NHS.UK/CAMHS/OXON/SIR/WEBINARS

OxLEP

Skills

.0
We
aspire SOFEA

Next steps to work or training
We can support with

Providing you with a laptop and data
f;’ﬁs& Paying for travel to work or training
rﬂj Looking for work or training

égé Applications and interviews

Get trained on how to use a laptop
or mobile phone to help you

@ Find and apply for courses
Write your CV

Apply for jobs

C"

1?&%:.
.H-
WHATSAPP 07538173030
oxfordeliteacademy@yahoo.com

Ria 07498 351055 W[;
VENUE:
GREYFRIARS CATHOLIC SCHOOL
OX4 3DR

ria@sofea.uk.com
or

Taraji 07507 121281
taraji@sofea.uk.com

GREYFRIARS

CATHOLIC 5CHOOL

01865 749933

NHS|

Oxford Health

NHS Foundation Trust

LIVING WELL with
NEURODIVERSITY

L\

- /)
ion with AutismOxford

A|D|H’1‘)'N

from O: ire CAMHS in

Is your family open to / involved
with CAMHS services?

Is your young person either
suspected or diagnosed as
neurodiverse (autism/ADHD)?

FREE COURSES AND AUTISM

SUPPORT FOR YOU!

A range of sessions available covering different topics.
Informal spaces for Parents / Carers to safely share experiences / tips.
Facilitated by p .

and lived exp

Scan the QR code to access the
events and resources!

https://onhs.autismoxford.com/
If you have any questions, please email us on
youngpeoplesupport@autismoxford.org.uk

Working together to deliver the best for our
communities, our people & the environment

| Caring | Safe | Excellent |

Hission 1]
VALUES

yisloN /
Outstanding care by
an outstanding team

’ ’3? @'[W iy 20cia

a8 79-00n @m0ty -

oxford.eliteacadenzy@yah0o.cam

www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk
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YOUMOVE

Parent Support Group

A peer support group for parents of teens
that have additional needs and/or mental
health concerns.

This is a parent-focussed group, facilitated by a
professionally accredited therapist (UKCP/MBACP),
providing a safe and supportive space to share and
talk through the challenges you may be facing with
your teen.

WELL-BEING WORKSHOP
FOR NEURODIVERGENT TEENS

Saturday, 16 March
1-5pm
Iffley Village Church Hall, Oxford

Mental Health and Well-being Workshop
run by two experts in
teen mental health on:

* tools to manage anxiety, stress and low mood

* emotional self - regulation

* body and mind self-care practices

« fostering self-compassion & self-acceptance

* improving social skills, self-esteem & confidence

Empowering parents through shared

Enjoy a fantastic range of activities including experience and professional support
swimming, badminton, activity packs,

children's holiday activities and so much more!

Sign up: thriveprogramme@gmail.com

is sounds like the group for you, please get in
8 plessty Follow us @thriveteens.oxford

th Felicity on 07821 542182
email felicityscroggie@gmail.com and
ur name and number for a call back

Oxford City Activators
Ben - 07483 010720
Gerti - 07485 311346

) RUGBY CAMP

EASTER HALF TERM HOLIDAY

SN

2

k]
;
% uxr(mD

CO\/N(.IL

FREE) EXCITING and EMPOWERING SESSIONS to connect
andmeet others aged 11 to19 years. Come chill, have
fun and enjoy activities, trips, games, cooking,
gaming, arts & craft, music and so much more during
school term times!

OXFORD QUINS RFC/ 9%
DEVELOPEMENT '0
RUGBY CAMP

Aspiration

[]F iiU[.}BYﬂ_!‘ YH[S. BBL Friday Multi-Sport Session and support for 16 to 24 year olds at

run by Rose HELIYC) fnbyRose NG ;ﬁ;::_:(”w’*': yrs) Rose Hill Community Centre
A TOM VAR - Thursdey s 30pe-Tpm
FHU}:M.UV VARNOELL, FORMER ':mu-,- sm.._:- e =
Wood Farm Youth Club Barton Youth Club

run by Barton Comemurity Association)
Thursday bpm-8pm (12-16y13)
Neighbourhood Centre:

.mbnphymn
(PEP1/PEP2)

Thursdsy 10am-12.30pm

Well Being Courses
(Healthy Body, Healthy Mind) ~
Thursdey 1pm-3pmm

< OXFORD HARLEQUINS RFC
HORSPATH SPORTS GROUND b N
OXFORD ROAD @ www.oxford.gov.uk/youthambition fordyouthambitign” (@ Eexdordyouthambition @ www.oxford.gov.uk/youthambition eoxfordyouthambition (@ @oxfordyouthambition
g;“;:s @ youthambitiongoxford.gov.uk (§) 018652 ® @ youthambition@oxford.gov.uk () 01865 252728
4
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