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Dear families

This week’s gospel is the comforting and familiar message that the Lord is our shepherd.
It is a reminder of the importance of the flock — the group — and the need to act with
integrity. God calls us by our name and knows us individually. It is of course pertinent in
our mission here for students to flourish individually and collectively. They are part of
the flock! This means when they aren’t here, we miss them. They have enormous power
to shape the world with their purpose and calling.

Y10 have been thinking about how they may shape the world in the future — and this is
our whole school theme for the term. Y10 did a brilliant job in their mock interviews —
where professionals come in and give our students a real-life interview experience. | am
grateful to those volunteers and Miss Manns and Mrs Wittet who organise this event. It
was joyful.

| know it may seem trivial, but some glimpses of
sunshine have been appreciated this week. |
enjoyed watching the community football match
with Y11 early in the week — pictured here —
despite the clouds. It was such an example of
students working together and having fun in some
sunshine.

House of St Frideswide also had a good trip out to talk to Emmaus about the work they
do there to support homelessness; they also met our MP, Anneliese Dodds. There are so
many ways that schools touch the lives of others and work to grow communities in
school and those outside. It is a good example of the flock! | have encouraged students
to discuss and share what they like about school (it is easy to dismiss it when you are a
teenager especially). It is amazing to come to a place where people are genuinely
invested in the personal, academic and spiritual growth of young people. Please do
foster conversations about what there is to love about school!

With best wishes

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher
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VHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE

FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: John 10 : 11 - 18

“I'am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the
, sheep. A hired man, who is not a shepherd and whose sheep are not
his own, sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away,
and the wolf catches and scatters them. This is because he works for
pay and has no concern for the sheep. | am the good shepherd, and |
know mine and mine know me, just as the Father knows me and |
know the Father; and | will lay down my life for the sheep. | have
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also | must lead,
and they will hear my voice, and there will be one flock, one
shepherd. This is why the Father loves me, because | lay down my life in order to take it up again. No
one takes it from me, but | lay it down on my own. | have power to lay it down, and power to take it up
again. This command | have received from my Father."

Reflection
The week’s Gospel offers us the comforting message that Jesus knows us one by one, that we are
not unknown to him, that our name is known to him. We are not one of many to him but we are
unique individuals, each with our own story. He knows our story. He knows how important we are.
He knows what each of us contribute.

Each of us can say: Jesus, knows me! No one knows us the way He knows us. He knows what is in
our hearts, our intentions, our most hidden feelings. Jesus knows our strengths and our defect. He
knows all of this and loves us deeply. He is always ready to care for us, to heal the wounds of our
errors with the abundance of his mercy. Therefore, Jesus the Good Shepherd defends, knows, and
above all loves his sheep. And this is why he gives his life for them.

Jesus Christ, my Good Shepherd, 1 humbly implore Your
guidance in my daily life. Help me to surrender wholly to
Your blessed direction. Keep me on the path of righteousness,
grace and love that Yow've so beautifully set before us. Allow
my trust in You to ext’end through every moment of my
existence. Amen.

To view the St Edmund and St Fireside (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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St Frideswide House Leaders Visit Emmaus Oxford| Mr Dingley

On Friday 19th April, our five St Frideswide house
leaders visited Emmaus Oxford to find out more
about homelessness in our community. The
students spoke with Rebecca from Emmaus and
learned about the history of the charity; they also
got insight from Anneliese Dodds, our local MP,
who joined us to talk about the local and national
context.
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The students then got to visit a room within
Emmaus to see the accommodation the charity
provides, looked at some of the communal areas )
and then went across to the shop where they met the people that the charity supports. This added
fantastic context.

The house leaders will be sharing what they learned in our next house assembly.

Library Book of the Week | Miss Hall Literacy Hub | Mrs
"Crater Lake" by Jennifer Killick is TENNTEER KL Surtees

a thrilling and adventurous read ) ]
The Literacy Hub will be open

that takes you on an )
unforgettable journey. Killick's Monday to Friday for those
students who would like to use

ability to create a captivating )
story with well-rounded the space and time to complete

characters is evident in this book. homework.
The plot revolves around the W minh
mysterious happenings at a 7//\ ' *
school trip to Crater Lake. The A \
suspense keeps you on the edge ‘ \;/
of your seat, making you eager to y
find out what happens next.

R

The characters are relatable and real, and it’s a fantastic read
to sink into of an evening. Overall, "Crater Lake" is a must-

- |
read for those who love adventure and mystery. Please pop along and join us!
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6 Form News | Mr Shaw
Business Bake Off

For the last couple of days our Sixth Formers have been frantically selling cakes and yummy treats all
in aid of a good cause our Breakfast Club, which offers free breakfast to all our pupils. Acting also as a
business experiment for their Business Studies course they will be using their best accounting skills
and lots of wheeling, dealing and honing their skills.

Ashmolean | Mr Larsen

This artefact of the week is something essential to our
world: EGYPTIAN PAPYRUS. The first form of paper,
papyrus sheets were made from the papyrus plant and
used for writing as early as the third millennium BC.
Multiple sheets of papyrus were attached together to
form scrolls, which became the first books. This
particular example is from approximately 1500BC.

Congratulations to KABIRU
in Year 12 for winning this
week's draw! Check in Mr.
Larsen's office in the
library every Wednesday
for a chance to win!

Knitting | Mrs Swanton

Our students have produced some lovely knitted items this week. Aoife and Joseph have knitted a
lobster and miffy respectively. Lizzy has also finished knitting her flags and Prasanna her star.
Students have worked both in school and at home to produce these amazing pieces.

Well done everyone and keep knitting!

GREYFRIARS
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Message for Year 10
and Year 11 | Mr
Strachan

Congratulations to all the Year 10
students who participated in the
Mock Interviews vyesterday! This
invaluable experience equips them
with a crucial life skill essential for
their academic and professional
journey ahead. Each student
demonstrated exemplary  time
management and preparedness,
taking ownership of their role in the
process. The feedback from the
Interviewers, representing local
businesses, was overwhelmingly
positive, with many noting the
promising potential of our Year 10
cohort. Let us, as a unified school
community, continue to provide
guidance and support to ensure their
path to success remains clear.

Meanwhile, our Year 11 students are
fully immersed in rigorous exam
preparation, showcasing dedication
and focus that serves as a beacon of
inspiration for their peers. Today
marked the French GCSE speaking
exams, and in 2 weeks, the entire
cohort will tackle their RE exams. We
extend our heartfelt wishes as they
pursue academic success.

Wishing everyone a restful weekend
ahead.
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Message for Year 7 | Mr Weedon

Another great week for Year 7; lots of
achievement points. 7SW, in particular, have been
outstanding!

| have had lots of opportunities to visit lessons
throughout the week and | would like to mention the
beautiful work being done in RE and history. My Y7s are
becoming extremely proud of the work they do and get a
great opportunity to showcase this when | pop in.
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| would also like to give a shout out to our PE team who
are now putting on summer sports at our after school
clubs including cricket, rounders and softball. Please see
the flier later in the newsletter. These clubs are free and
open to all to come to and play. It would be great to see
lots of Y7s there!

| hope you all have a
great weekend!
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Careers News | Miss | | Sparx Update| Mr Secker
Manns
Careers Information and Events
For lots of useful information | oo SpOrX Mdths WEEK 28
regarding careers, please click: :
OxLep Picks of the Week Sparx Superstar tutor
groups this week
Year 10 Mock Interviews [ Form  [XP Week Average| Zartusha A 1 5,435
On Thursday, 25t April our Year 10 llgx"( ;Z Nsi::r:?:_l 1(1) g'::z
students participated in a face to = - P = 1:509
face, skill-based mock interview and 310D 311 Sofia B 9 4171
really did themselves proud! All 7AS 357 Kryspin B 9 3,088
students that attended held Ana Paula C 8 5,818
themselves to a high standard and Leading Year Group Mahbod S 8 1,952
did a brilliant job representing YulandaD 'S 7 2,329
themselves and the school. We are Sahas U z 1,960
so proud of them! A big thank-you 7 231
going out to the 11 amazing 8 21 240,800
volunteers that gave up their time
to make this event a success. We
really couldn't have done it without
them. MahbodS 8 249,435
Ana Paula CR 8 191,007

Can you help? Isabelle H 8 153,853
We are in search of work Jack C 8 151,421
experience placements for our Year Klea L 8 141,617 QA
10 (25-28 June) and Year 12 (15-19 Mark B 9 127,790 i~
July) students. We would be Pl 10 ILL5E6S B &

. . Kryspin B 9 106,228
delighted if you/your employer R 5 _
would be willing to offer a beace b 11 101,892
placement for any amount of days
during the weeks noted. If you
would like more information or
could offer a placement, please get Well done everyone!
in touch by emailing:
mailto:workexperience@gfcs.uk
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TALK & LISTEN, DO WHAT YOU REMEMBER
BE THERE, ENJOY WHAT acro‘::"oo. THE SIMPLE
FEEL [ONNEmD MOVE YOUR MOOD THINGS THAT

GIVE YOU joy

make a real difference to you.

5 Ways to Well-being | click on the logo to find out more.

Building small actions into your daily life can make you feel good,and feeling good is
an important part of being healthy. There are 5 ways to wellbeing that are proven to

Efc~

EMBRACE MNEW .
EXPERIENCES, Your time,

SEE OPPORTUNITIES, your words,
SURPRISE YOURSELF your presence
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l 3:15-4:15 PM
— S
TUESDAY
3:15-4:15 PM
—_—
<+

WEDNESDAY
8:10-8:35 AM ALL YEARS GYM (K1)

YEAR 7&8 CRICKEYLTW)
ALL YEARS TENNIS(. M]
ALL YEARS SOFTBALL (JOoD)

ALL YEARS ROUNDERS (K1)
ALL YEARS GYM (BMEJ
GIRLS BASKETBALL(FR)

. B

THURSDAY ' ALL YEARS GYM (K1)
8:10-8:35 AM |

36 BOYS BASKETBALL(FR)

THURSDAY ALL YEARS GYM
3:15-4:15 (BME,KI,JOD)

" FRIDAY
3:15-4:15

SIXTH FORM
FOOTBALL (BME)

www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk
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Dates for your Diary

2 May | Year 9 Careers in Focus Trip

2 May | Year 9 Parent Consultation Evening

6 May | BANK HOLIDAY

7 May | Year 9 Healthy Relationships Day

9 May | Oxford Sport Leaders Programme Session 1

14 May | Year 8 Human Library

16 May | Oxford Sport Leaders Programme Session 2

16 May | Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.

Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club is open
Mon - Fri 8.00am - 8.30am
in our restaurant.

Breakfast is free. Start your day with friends and food!

SIMS Parent App — Download Now!

If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

O]

O]
STGREGSOXFORD

GREYFRIARS
01865 749933 CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Vacancies

If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join

-us/vacancies to view all our current

vacancies.

n (M Tube.

www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk
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Vacancies | Exam Invigilators x 3 - £12.80 per hour

Greyfriars is looking for three casual Invigilator's to work with our exam’s team to help the smooth
running of exams at our school.

Responsibilities will include the correct conduct of external examinations in accordance with JCQ
regulations and procedures issued by the Examinations Manager.

An ideal candidate will:

 be reliable, flexible and readily available during main exam periods

 have effective communication skills and good interpersonal skills

 work well as part of a team

 be confident and a reassuring presence to candidates in exam rooms

« be able to give instructions and manage situations involving different groups of people
« have basic IT skills (familiar with use of email, mobile phone messaging etc.)

Main duties

> To conduct examinations in accordance with the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ), awarding
body and Greyfriars Catholic School regulations and instructions

> To have a key role in upholding the integrity and security of the examination/assessment
process

Application Details

We hope you are interested in this exciting opportunity and would like to submit an application.

To apply for the post of Invigilator, please contact the School Business Manager, Sophie
Upellini Email: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or Tel: 01865 749933

Greyfriars Catholic School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children
and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The successful
applicant for any position will be required to undertake an enhanced disclosure via the DBS
(disclosure and barring system) and appropriate Right to Work clearances and our recruitment
and selection practice

The Pope Francis Catholic Multi Academy Company (PFMAC) is a family of Catholic schools in
Oxfordshire, who work together to promote the teaching of Christ and the Catholic faith.

GREYFRIARS
01865 749933 CATHOLIC SCHOOL www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk
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LOCAL EVENTS AND
OPPORTUNITIES

»

SEN COFFEE MORNINGS!

Parent Support Group |
= PAP (Parents and Professionals)
Fortnightly Coffee Mornings, mainly aimed
at PARENTS of children with SEN
(diagnosed/undiagnosed) to get together
for a FREE talk presented by a guest
speaker. Its a time to relax, refresh, chat,
spill the beans, share opinions &
experiences, support each other, have a
laugh or shed a tear, all over a cup of coffee.

A peer support group for parents of teens
that have additional needs and/or mental
health concerns.

This is a parent-focussed group, facilitated by a
professionally accredited therapist (UKCP/MBACP),
providing a safe and supportive space to share and
talk through the challenges you may be facing with
your teen.

When? Tuesdays 6-7.30pm
Starting Spring 2024

Where? StMary’s Church Hall,
Church Street,
Kidlington OX5 2AZ

Coffee Mornings are every other Thursday,
9.30-11lam
Next session are: 21st March 18th April and
2nd May
Location: The Jungle, Templars Square
Shopping Can*re

Cost? Free!

0000 0e0ceoneeel

Empowering parents through shared
experience and professional support

66—
| PARENT AND PROFESSIONALS
- COFFEE MORNING
CONTACT KYLIE FOR MORE
INFORMATION: \
KYLIE@OXFORDHUBORG .

N

s like the group for you, please get in
ch with Felicity on 07821542182

nail fellcityscroggie@gmail.com and
leave your name and number for a call back

PARENT
POWER

Need help or support?

QREYFR), ARS

English Class - Stay and play Parent Support Puzzles and Games
(Intermediate) Coffee (Drop in session) (All welcome)
Open Access Morning 9-11 10-11
10.30-12 9.30-12.30
EVERY THURSDAY Food Bank
(Syrcox)
: > The BAME Multaka Club, English Class 11-1 -
LRI Talking Cafe practice (Beginner)
Greyfriars Secondary School, 12.30-3.30 Efsgl_;suh Open Access 10-11
Cricket Road, Oxford, OX4 3DR Community BINGO
Mummy Fitness (1-3)

o
o

Learn English Skills

Meet other families
to build parent
power

Please come to main _
reception or contact

Kylie@oxfordhub.org
07707918532

with stay and play
(Bee Empowered)
3.30-4.30

Infant Feeding Session-
Oxfordshire Breastfeeding
Support - All welcome 12-2

Family Healthy Lifestyle &
children's physical activity
Gloji Energy

4-5

All Activities are fREE and drop in: Call 01865745260 for more info.

GREYFRIARS
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Next steps to work or training
We can support with

@ Providing you with a laptop and data
‘iﬁ% Paying for travel to work or training
rﬂ—l Looking for work or training

&ﬁi Applications and interviews

Get trained on how to use a laptop
or mobile phone to help you

@ Find and apply for courses
Write your CV

.l Apply for jobs

Ria 07498 351055

ria@sofea.uk.com
or

Taraji 07507 121281
taraji@sofea.uk.com

P
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02:00 - 14500
we W REGISTRATIO

WE GELOVE TO GUR COMMINITY %

VENUE:
GREYFRIARS CATHOLIC SCHOOL
OX4 3DR

01865 749933
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OPPORTUNITIES

LIVING WELL wi
NEURODIVERSITY

Oxford Health

NHS Foundation Trust

INHS|
PARENT Qxford Healtn
WEBINAR

N
J
from Oxfordshire CAMHS in collaboration with AutismOxford

Is your family open to / involved ‘ | 'D 1
with CAMHS services? A D H
Is your young person either

suspected or diagnosed as
neurodiverse (autism/ADHD)?

FREE COURSES AND AUTISM

SUPPORT FOR YOU!

A range of sessions available covering different topics.

CAMHS

Child and Adolescent
Mental Health Service

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS SESSIONS FOR
PARENTS AND CARERS

Informal spaces for Parents / Carers to safely share experiences / tips.

WHATSAPP 07538173030
oxfordeliteacademy@yahoo.com

Facilitated by p and lived experil

SUBJECTS INCLUDE

¢ TEEN ANXIETY
* SELF HARM

Scan the QR code to access the
events and resources!

https://onhs.autismoxford.com/

If you have any questions, please email us on
youngpeoplesupport@autismoxford.org.uk

+ LOW MOOD
¢« HOW TO TALK TO YOUR
DISTRESSED CHILD

Working together to deliver the best for our Hlssmu |
communities, our people & the environment 3

| Caring | Safe | Excellent |

yisloN /
JAlES 7 Outstanding care by
an outstanding team

COMMUNLITY SPORT PR

495 COMMUNITY

BASKETBALL BOR

15TRRIASUARY, JE0ER"
GRI(0) EOMMONITY

& Domino's ‘/l‘

Access
Sport

il
WHATSAPP +447538173030 |(OpSaNigl
oxfordeliteacademy@yahoo.com

GREYFRIARS
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YOUMOVE

Enjoy a fantastic range of activities including
swimming, badminton, activity packs,
children's holiday activities and so much more!

Oxford City Activators
Ben - 07483 010720

Gerti - 07485 311346

_AA -

H
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FREE EXCITING and EMPOWERING SESSIONS to connect
andmeet others aged 11019 years. Come chill, have
fun and enjoy activities, trips, games, cooking,
gaming, arts & craft, music and so much more during
school term times!

Mondsy 6pm-7.30pem (11-18yrs
StClements Family Centre

Northway Youth Club Littiemore Youth Club
Tuesday Spm-Tpm Thursdays dpm-Spm
Youth!
o tmaarar by R HANG
Wednesday 5.30pem-Tpm Thursday $.30pem-Tpm.
Barton Youth Club
{run by Barton Community Association)

Thursday 6pm-Spm (12-16yrs)

oxdordyouthambition

@ www.oxford.gov.uk yaulhlmbmon fmdycu(hamb(lh
@ youthambition@oxford.gov.uk () 01865} 3

01865 749933
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ADULTS | YOUTH | A AILITIES

WOLVERCOTE CC'

FREE GIRLS WINTER AND SUMMER CRICKET

¥, FREE GIRLS CRICKET %

2y
“#WINTER SESSIONS AT GREYFRIARS SCHOOL | SUMMER AT CUTTESLOWE™ 38

JOINUS...

RAF Air Cadets recruiting now!

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT

NICK PINHOL
WOLVERCOTECRICKETCLUB@GMAIL COM

JOIN OUR TEAM

WWW.WOLVERCOTECRICKETCLUB.CO.UK

© © O /wovvercorecc

If you love aircraft, action and adventure, then the Air Cadets is for you.
The Air Cadets is a UK-wide cadet force sponsored by the Royal Air Force. As a cadet,
you'll get the chance to do things that others only dream about such as adventurous
training, camps, drill and real flight experience.
So if you're aged 12* - 17 and you're looking for a challenge call
0345 600 6601 or log on to www.raf.mod.uk/aircadets

and)

OroyaL
2210 (Cowley) Sqn AIRFORCE
Sandy Lane West, OX4 6LD AIR CADETS

www.aircadets.tv/2210 Come join us on 25th of the next generation
April at 8 pm! RSVP: https://forms.office.com/e/4GWKdbHA61

=

AP
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MuInSports

Join our FUN PACKED multi-sport sessions fer
11to19year olds. Enjoy games, develop skills
and gain confidence while

y N
@ @Cowley_youth_space

Starting Sat 27th April!

’ Aged 1S-2lyrs? Wanna hang out with
other young people in a cool space?

CITy
COUNCIL

i
g OXFORD
i

4

2-ipm

Friday 4pm-Spm
OMAA, Termplars Square.

CAREER & EMPLOYMENT advice
and support for 161024 year olds at
Rose Hill Community Centre

BBL Friday Multi-Sport Session H
Friday6pm-7.30pm(11-V4yr

B The Children's S N

Thursday 10sm-1230pm
O e g Allotment 0-msi
Thursday 1pm-3pm
04 306

@ www.oxford.gov.uk/youthambition (@ @oxfordyouthambition (@ @oxfordyouthambition L
@ youthambition@oxford.gov.uk (§) 01865252728 Q 3
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