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Dear families

We started the week with our whole school assembly. This was about the central image
in Catholicism of God as the true vine. We are the branches – all connected, nourished
by God’s love. It was also one of my favourite readings this week, also from John. It is
‘Children, our love must be not just words or mere talk, but something active and
genuine’. What we do would be more than words and good intentions but something
definite and active – it is likely hard work. It is a reminder that we can often have good
intentions, but what do we do that is active?

It has also been joyful to see so many Looking to the Future opportunities in school. We
have had Into University projects for KS3, Y8 have started another Sports’ Leaders
course with Oxford University, Y9 have been on a careers trip and Y11 and Y13 are of
course preparing for their exams. We are so proud of them.

I am hoping the weather improves for the Bank Holiday weekend. Regardless of the
sunshine, I hope you are able to have some extra time this weekend to talk to your
child/ren about their experiences in school and how they might be actively wonderful in
the work that they do here or in the community.

With best wishes
Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

One actively wonderful part of our school is our close
collaboration with AT the Bus.

https://www.atthebus.org.uk/

This is a charity that has a studio in our school and offers art
therapy for lots of our children, as well as others across the
county. I was delighted to go and see the work the team had
e……...done to raise money for the project in Sotheby's in London. What I was struck by was
this painting – Art does Real and Permanent Good. It struck me that the people we work
with in this charity are actively wonderful in looking for opportunities to support our
students. They all do permanent good! It was joyful.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.atthebus.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: John 15 : 1 - 8

To view the St Edmund and St Fireside (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Jesus wants us to know that we are branches who cannot stand alone. Jesus himself is our
gardener who continuously nourishes our spirit. If we remain faithful to Him, our life will prosper
and bear much fruit. If we remain loyal to our belief, the hard work we did will result into more
than we ever expected. However, if we walk away from him, we will wither. May we always hold
on to Him who is our vine.

1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  2 Every branch in 
me that bears no fruit he cuts away, and every branch that does bear fruit 
he prunes to make it bear even more.  3 You are clean already, by means 
of the word that I have spoken to you.  4 Remain in me, as I in you. As a 
branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, unless it remains part of the vine, 
neither can you unless you remain in me.  5 I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty; 
for cut off from me you can do nothing.  6 Anyone who does not remain in 
me is thrown away like a branch -- and withers; these branches are 
collected and thrown on the fire and are burnt.  7 If you remain in me and 
my words remain in you, you may ask for whatever you please and you 
will get it.  8 It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit 
and be my disciples.

God, our Father, 
You love us with endless mercy. You call us to be your sons and daughters. You 

invite us to take care of the Earth, our common home. Lord, grant us a big heart. 
A heart always willing to love, a compassionate heart for those who suffer.

Help us to remain with Jesus and prosper. Amen

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Library Book of the Week | Miss Hall

Congratulations!
To our very own Mr
McCutcheon who, last
weekend, completed the
Boston (Lincolnshire)
Marathon.

Literacy Hub | Mrs 
Surtees
The Literacy Hub will be open
Monday to Friday for those
students who would like to use
the space and time to complete
homework.

Please pop along and 
join us!

"Windrush Child" by Benjamin Zephaniah is a poignant, insightful, and
captivating novel that provides profound depth and understanding of
the Windrush generation's experience. The book explores Leonard's
journey from Jamaica to England and the subsequent culture shock,
struggle for acceptance, and fight against racial prejudice. Zephaniah
paints a vivid picture of 1960s England, deftly portraying the stark
contrast between Leonard's expectations and the reality he
encounters. What stands out the most in this novel is Zephaniah's
ability to blend historical facts with a compelling and emotional
narrative. "Windrush Child" is an essential read for those who seek to
understand the experiences of immigrants and the impact of British
colonialism. In its essence, it is a heartfelt tribute to the Windrush
generation and a reminder of the importance of acceptance and
understanding in our diverse society.

Tennis Club | Mr 
McCutcheon
Tennis club started this
week. Lots of fun was had
with games of serve and
volley. Come and join in the
fun – the next session is on
Monday 13th May.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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.

Chaplaincy | Br Martin

Ashmolean | Mr Larsen
The artefact of this week is a reminder that we can take our
historical thinking skills out into the world! These GERMAN
REICHSMARKS from the economic collapse of the 1920s are
not from the Ashmolean's collections, but this week we
tested the skills our students have developed all year to think
critically about artefacts. Congratulations to FINLAY in year 8
for successfully guessing their significance (rapid
hyperinflation causing 10 Marks to be worth the same as
100,000 Marks just a few years later) and winning the prize!

On Thursday we had a beautiful celebration of Mass with the largest attendance
during lunch ever. It is great to see the students taking an active part in the liturgy
and praying for their own particular intentions and all the families.

We look forward to the special day celebrating the Ascension of our Lord into
heaven next Thursday, which is a holy day of obligation for Catholics. We will have
two Masses that day in school to ensure everyone is given a chance of being there
and praying together.

Message for Year 10 and Year 11 | 
Mr Strachan
We've officially kicked off exam season! Yesterday
marked the beginning for several of our Year 11
students, diving into specialised subjects like Greek,
Mandarin, Cantonese, and practical assessments for
GCSE Sport. Next week, the remainder of the cohort will
begin, starting with the first of two Religious Education
exams, where Miss Jelfs, our dedicated Curriculum
Leader for R.E., has meticulously prepared them. As
always, we extend our heartfelt wishes to all students
embarking on this exam journey.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Years 8 and 9 | Mrs
Reddy
We would like to express our sincere gratitude to
all the students, parents, and carers who attended
our Year 9 Parents' Evening. The energy in the
room was truly amazing, and we were bursting
with pride to see how keen the students were
about their future. Your active participation and
support make a significant difference in our school
community.

For those who couldn't make it, we missed you!
Please ensure you email teachers to get feedback.
By now, all Y9 students should have completed the
process of choosing their options. Thank you for
your continued cooperation and involvement in
your child's education. We look forward to seeing
you at our future events.

Save the date!
Year 8 parent consultation evening is on 

Thursday 16 May 2024 between 4pm and 7pm.

Your child will be asking you for times for
appointments to secure bookings with their
subject teachers. This is an important event in your
child’s life and we are looking forward to seeing all
parents/carers and Y8 students attend.

Celebrations
Congratulations to all students with 100%
attendance.

Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing support.

Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself  
Y8 and Y9!

Sixth Form News | Mr Shaw
Sixth Formers to Mentor Young
EAL learners
Some of our sixth form are just about to
start a programme with a local charity,
Jacari. whereby they support young and
maybe disadvantaged learners of English,
helping them improve their English
language skills and increasing their
confidence.

The Jacari charity helps children and young
people from refugee, asylum-seeking and
migrant communities in deprived areas of
Bristol and Oxford. The children and young
people they support are a wonderfully
diverse group, representing many different
linguistic and cultural backgrounds. The
thing they have in common is that they
speak English as an additional language and
their school teachers know that they would
benefit from the extra support they offer -
perhaps because they lack confidence, are
struggling at school, or have just arrived in
the UK and are new to English.

So we hope our sixth form can leave a
lasting impression and we can create a long
lasting relationship, which is mutually
beneficial to all the children involved.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES
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Sparx Update| Mr Secker

Well done everyone!

Careers News | Miss
Manns
Careers Information and Events
For lots of useful information
regarding careers, please click:
OxLep Picks of the Week

Can you help?
We are in search of work
experience placements for our Year
10 (25-28 June) and Year 12 (15-19
July) students. We would be
delighted if you/your employer
would be willing to offer a
placement for any amount of days
during the weeks noted. If you
would like more information or
could offer a placement, please get
in touch by emailing:
mailto:workexperience@gfcs.uk

Knitting | Mrs Swanton
Well done to Finley and Mason
(respectively) for finishing off their
bookmarks!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek300424?e=20e0a73c58
mailto:workexperience@gfcs.uk
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GENERAL NOTICES

5 Ways to Well-being | Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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GENERAL NOTICES

Dates for your Diary

6 May | BANK HOLIDAY

7 May | Year 9 Healthy Relationships Day

9 May | Oxford Sport Leaders Programme Session 1

9 May | Feast of the Ascension Mass

14 May | Year 8 Human Library

16 May | Oxford Sport Leaders Programme Session 2

16 May | Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening

25 May | Oxford Sport Leaders Programme Session 3

SIMS Parent App – Download Now!
If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacancies to view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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Vacancies | Exam Invigilators x 3 - £12.80 per hour
Greyfriars is looking for three casual Invigilator's to work with our exam’s team to help the smooth
running of exams at our school.

Responsibilities will include the correct conduct of external examinations in accordance with JCQ
regulations and procedures issued by the Examinations Manager.

An ideal candidate will:
✔be reliable, flexible and readily available during main exam periods
✔have effective communication skills and good interpersonal skills
✔work well as part of a team
✔be confident and a reassuring presence to candidates in exam rooms
✔be able to give instructions and manage situations involving different groups of people
✔have basic IT skills (familiar with use of email, mobile phone messaging etc.)

Main duties
⮚ To conduct examinations in accordance with the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ), awarding

body and Greyfriars Catholic School regulations and instructions
⮚ To have a key role in upholding the integrity and security of the examination/assessment

process

Application Details
We hope you are interested in this exciting opportunity and would like to submit an application.
To apply for the post of Invigilator, please contact the School Business Manager, Sophie
Upellini Email: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or Tel: 01865 749933

Greyfriars Catholic School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The successful 

applicant for any position will be required to undertake an enhanced disclosure via the DBS 
(disclosure and barring system) and appropriate Right to Work clearances and our recruitment 

and selection practice

The Pope Francis Catholic Multi Academy Company (PFMAC) is a family of Catholic schools in 
Oxfordshire, who work together to promote the teaching of Christ and the Catholic faith.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
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LOCAL EVENTS AND 
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