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Dear families

We have had a fantastic start to our first week of the new school year! We
welcome our new Y7s. They have settled so well and are excellent ambassadors
for the Greyfriars Way already. We are also delighted to have so many of our
Y11s join as part of our 6th form. We welcome your families as part of our
school community! We also have some new staff joining us – do see below.

Our assemblies for the start of term have focused on making sure our intentions
match our actions. This has been influenced by readings from Mark’s
gospel. We have thought specifically about The Greyfriars Way and our
traditions in the school. The Greyfriars Way helps us know how all of our
actions have importance and meaning – even if it seems small to us, it will play a
big part in our community. It shows how as individuals we contribute to our
community: the Common Good, which is our theme for this term.

You will see that we have already started at full pace. In my visits to lessons, I
am so impressed at how much students have progressed through their courses
already! I was delighted to see Y11 off on their important geography trip too.
Well done team Greyfriars.

I am looking forward to welcoming families to the school, starting with our Meet
the Form Tutor event on 26th September. I look forward to seeing you there.

I hope you are able to spend time with family and friends this weekend.

Best wishes
Lyndsey Caldwell

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: Mark 7:31-37

To view the St Edmund and St Fireside (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit and 
inflame my heart with love and compassion. 

Make me attentive to the needs of others that I 
may show them kindness and care. Make me 

an instrument of your mercy and peace that I 
may help others find healing and wholeness in 

you. Amen

Reflection
With just the touch of his hand, Jesus cures a man of his deafness and
speech impediment and gives him a whole new life. The story reminds
us of how much of an impact Christ can have on our lives. We may not
even realize the tiny blessings that he sends us each day or the little
miracles that he works in our lives.

31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through 
Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of 
the Decapolis.[a] 32 There some people brought to him a 
man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged 
Jesus to place his hand on him.  33 After he took him aside, 
away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s 
ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. 34 He 
looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to 
him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”).

35 At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.  36 Jesus 
commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about it. 37 People 
were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf 
hear and the mute speak.”

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%207%3A31-37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24495a
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Year 11 Combe Mill Geography Trip | Miss Watkin
On Tuesday myself and Mr Roman had the pleasure of taking the year 11 GCSE Geography class to
Combe Mill which is located on the River Evenlode. The students conducted lots of exciting river
surveying to help answer their inquiry question - how does river velocity influence the shape of a
meander?

All the students showed great enthusiasm for getting involved and
demonstrated an excellent understanding of river processes. I was
extremely proud when the staff commented on how polite and
confident our students were.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
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Library News | Mrs Brett
Shhh! Let me tell you a secret.. Just
because it's called "homework", it doesn't
mean you have to do it at home. Come to
the library and get it done, it will be lovely
to see you here!

Book of the Week | Library
“Anne of Green Gables” by Lucy Maud Montgomery

What a book to introduce myself with! Some of you

might already know it…

“Anne of Green Gables” is a heart-warming story

that has delighted generations of readers. It is a tale

of an 11-year-old orphan who was adopted by

Matthew and Marilla Cuthbert, elderly siblings living

on Prince Edward Island. Except, upon her arrival,

Anne discovered that the Cuthberts were expecting a

boy instead of her. Being a very unique character,

Anne wins them over in no time and is allowed to

stay at Green Gables, where many interesting and

often amusing things happen to her.

This beloved classic

explores all the

dreams,

vulnerabilities, and

expectations of a child

growing up and sends

a beautiful message

that everybody

deserves to be loved.

But, more than that, it

is a gateway to the

world of Anne

throughout her life,

which is portrayed in

later novels.

I could not recommend it enough, the entire series is

one of my all-time favourites!

Until next time, fellow readers! Until next time.

For lots of useful 
information regarding 
careers, please click: 

OxLep Picks of the Week

Careers | Miss Manns
Careers Information and Events

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek100924?e=20e0a73c58
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Christmas Fair
Saturday 7th December 2024

We are excited to announce the date of
annual Christmas Fair on Saturday 7th

December from 11am to 2pm.

If you would like to support in any way,
whether that is with the planning, setting
up on the day, running stalls or simply
making a donation, please contact Sophie
Upellini via:

s.upellini@gfcs.uk

More information will be sent out in due 
course but we hope that you will save the 
date for a day filled with Christmas fun!

Thank you to all staff and students for the first full week of school, it has been a fantastic start!

Message for Year 7 | Mr 
Weedon
What a great start to the year for our Year
7s here at Greyfriars; it has been a
privilege to get to know all of our students
and be able to introduce them to our
school and the Greyfriars’ Way so they can
flourish.

For our first assembly this year, we spoke
about our ‘team’, noting that all Year 7 are
a team and will be working together
throughout the forthcoming year. We have
an emphasis on being curious and not
judgemental as we meet new people and
learn all about them in our groups.

Our tutors have been amazing in
welcoming our new students and ensuring
they settle in - this is really evident with
some great relationships starting to form.
Tutors will be giving the students lots of
opportunities to nurture these relationship
in the coming weeks!

5 Ways to Well-being | Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Sports Clubs Term 1 Message for Year 10 and Year 11 |
Mr Strachan
Welcome back Year 10 and Year 11 to what promises to
be a fantastic school year! It’s wonderful to see you all
looking so smart and ready for success in your full
uniforms. Your wonderful behaviour and positive
attitude have made a brilliant first impression, and I can
already tell this will be a year filled with great
achievement.

We have an exciting program lined up for you, including
a variety of engaging learning opportunities, fun
extracurricular activities, school events, and exciting
trips. Whether you’re focused on your studies or taking
part in one of our clubs or sports teams, there’s
something for everyone to look forward to.

In particular this is a big year for our Year 11s with GCSE
final exams in the summer but with such a great start,
I’m confident that this year will be full of hard work,
growth, and success for all of you.

In our assembly yesterday we discussed ‘Hope’ and how important a characteristic it is to fulfil our
hopes and desires and I am hoping and expecting a bright and productive school year ahead! My very
best wishes to you all!

New Staff
As well as some new students and families, we also welcome some new staff

Mrs Alsayed joins us as a maths teacher
Miss Boskovic joins us as an English teacher

Mrs Brett joins us as our new librarian.
Mr Galley joins us as our new KS3 pastoral manager.

Ms Morris has joined us as a Cover Supervisor
Mr Mulvany has joined us as our Curriculum Leader for Business and IT

Dr Rogers has joined us as our Assistant Headteacher for Raising Standards. His work will focus on 
inclusion and attendance.

Mrs Mills joins us as our Exams Officer
We are delighted to welcome them to our school community in their roles.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News | Ms
McCabe
We have had a brilliant week
welcoming our new Y12 and returning
Y13 students.

This year, we have grown into a
thriving and vibrant hub within the
school. Students have been settling
into their new routines and have been
learning about the expectations and
responsibilities of being a Greyfriars
Sixth Form student. We have walked
students through how to study
independently and develop positive
learning habits, as well as the
importance of wearing badges
everyday and attending school. Our
silent supervised study room has been
full everyday and we can see students
already starting to complete the
additional independent work needed
for Sixth Form study.

Next week, we officially launch our
Sixth Form Volunteering, but we have
already had many students sign up and
commit to working on projects
throughout school. These include
supporting Y7 PE, running the Sixth
Form tuck shop and volunteering for
Open Evenings.

We could not be happier with how the
term has started and look forward to
seeing how our students grow
throughout the year.

Message for Year 8 and Year 9 | Mrs

Reddy
Welcome back to all our Year 8 and Year 9 students for

the new academic year! It’s been a fantastic start, with

students showing excellent uniform standards,

attendance, and being fully equipped for lessons. A

reminder that the planner is an essential part of the

required equipment. Parents, please ensure you sign it

weekly, as it serves as a vital communication tool

between you and your child’s tutor. If your child is

absent, please remember to notify the attendance

team via telephone each day of absence, before 08:40.

Let’s continue this strong start to the year!

Save the date!

Meet the Form Tutor Evening

Thursday 26th September 

18:30 - 19:30 
Parents, please support your child by attending this
event. Some of you attended last year and we looking
forward to seeing you again. Parents whose children
joined our school community after the last event we
look forward to meeting you. Let us join together to
form strong bonds throughout your child’s journey here
at Greyfriars!

Congratulations to all students with 

100% attendance: 

Thank you to the tutors for their 

ongoing support.

Keep on striving to be a better version 

of yourself Y8 and Y9!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Dates for your Diary

24 September | KS3 Cobham Ultra STEM Crew Trip

26 September | Meet the Form Tutor Evening

1 October | Black History Month begins

2 October | Feast of St Francis Whole School Mass

3 October | Open Evening

3 October | National Poetry Day

4 October | Staff INSET Day – No students in school

7 – 9 October | Open Mornings (appointment only)

SIMS Parent App – Download Now!
If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacancies to view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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