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Dear families

Our focus at the start of the week has been Mark’s Gospel where Jesus asks
‘Who do you say that I am?’ This question asks us to think about God and His
influence on our lives. We are called to hear and see God in ourselves, in our
actions, in the actions of others and in the world around us. It also links to a
central question we have in our school – not what do you want to be, but who
do you want to be? Our words and actions show our love for others and our
connection with the community. Sometimes… our actions need to meet our
words!

I really want to introduce you to some new
staff that you will get to know. Mr Galley is our
new Pastoral Manager for KS3 and is a key
person for the care of students and their
families. He is in a non-teaching role and so his

whole job is dedicated to doing all we can for Y7, 8 and 9 to ensure they are
happy and successful. Mrs Brett is our new librarian. We are delighted to have
her as an experienced librarian and someone who is bursting with ideas about
our wonderful library. Reading is incredibly important for children – reading
makes you better at all subjects, even maths. You are bound to hear a lot about
activities in the library in the coming weeks, months and years.

If you are a new parent, welcome! Please see the message below about our
Christmas Fair and ways you might want to support our school.

Don’t forget our Meet the Form Tutor event on 26th September. At Greyfriars,
you are part of our school family and we want to know you well. This annual
event allows you to just keep in touch with how we do things at Greyfriars. We
look forward to seeing you there.

With warm wishes for a restful weekend
Lyndsey Caldwell

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: Mark 8:27 - 35 

To view the St Edmund and St Fireside (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Today, Jesus addresses this very direct and confidential question to each of us: "Who am I
for you?”. Each person is called to respond, in his or her heart. We, like Peter, might protest
and rebel because this contrasts with our expectations. In those moments, we too deserve
Jesus’ healthy rebuke: “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not on the side of God, but of
men”. Our profession of faith in Jesus Christ cannot stop at words, but must be
authenticated by practical choices and gestures, by a life characterised by God’s love; it calls
for a life with an abundance of love for one's neighbour and the denying of one's self.

27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on 
the way he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ 28 And they 
answered him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of 
the prophets.’ 29 He asked them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter 
answered him, ‘You are the Messiah.’ 30 And he sternly ordered them not to 
tell anyone about him. 31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all 
this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But

turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.’  34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 
them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it.

Heavenly Father, uncover my eyes and reveal 
any obstacles keeping me from thinking as you 

do. Give me the courage to overcome these 
obstacles, and grant me the strength to take up 

my cross and follow you, even in the face of 
difficulty. I ask this through your Son, Christ 

our Lord.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

Careers | Miss Manns
And we are back!
The Careers Department at Greyfriars Catholic School is back in business for the 2024-25 academic 
year and on the lookout for volunteers to support our scheduled careers events.

Our key dates for Careers Activities currently include:
'Careers in Focus' Enrichment Sessions - Every Wednesday, 2-3pm
Mentoring - Flexible
In-house Career Fair - 12 November 2024
Year 11 Mock Interviews - 30 January 2025
Year 10 Mock Interviews - 03 April 2025
Human Library - 08 May 2025
Year 10 Work Experience - 24-27 June 2025

If you are interested in getting
involved, I kindly invite you to fill out
our *new* Employer Database form
Employer Network Form This will allow
us to keep you updated with the
careers news and activities that are of
interest to you.

If you have any questions or require
more information about any of our
events, please feel free to get in
touch via careers@gfcs.uk

For lots of useful information regarding 
careers, please click: 

OxLep Picks of the Week

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmPWMaUQjwRoDp8N9jn5cKKAEehsJULNkhw3uNlYXc856A9Q/viewform
mailto:careers@gfcs.uk
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek170924?e=20e0a73c58
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GENERAL NOTICES

Library News | Mrs Brett
Shhh! Let me tell you a secret.. Just
because it's called "homework", it doesn't
mean you have to do it at home. Come to
the library and get it done, it will be lovely
to see you here!

Book of the Week | Library
“The boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse” by

Charlie Mackesy

Now, this is a must-read for all! Whether you’re an

energetic teen, or a tired grown-up (or the other

way round, for that matter), this book is for you.

Filled with wonderful life lessons, often reduced to

one, but always very powerful sentence, it is a

fantastic dip in and out guide to a happier life,

because it encourages to love YOU and others more.

It’s all about love and kindness, much like what we

value so much here. With this book we can stop,

think, reflect, all the while admiring the gorgeous

illustrations. It doesn’t appear to be on our shelves,

but I am going to rectify that with my first book

purchase order shortly😊.

Bracelet Making 
Enrichment| Miss Watkin

Finally, to quote
the author, “I
hope this book
encourages
you, perhaps, to
live
courageously
with more
kindness for
yourself and for
others. And to
ask for help
when you need
it – which is
always a brave
thing to do.”

We all had a
wonderful time
making bracelets
this week! I was
blown away by the
students' creativity
and they made
some beautiful
piecepieces for friends and family. A special
thank you to Morgann in Year 9 who
made me this lovely star to decorate one
of my plants!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

Christmas Fair
Saturday 7th December 2024

We are excited to announce the date of
annual Christmas Fair on Saturday 7th

December from 11am to 2pm.

If you would like to support in any way,
whether that is with the planning, setting
up on the day, running stalls or simply
making a donation, please contact Sophie
Upellini via:

s.upellini@gfcs.uk

Donations of raffle prizes are much 
appreciated, including unwanted gifts, 

books, games etc. Donations can be 
handed into main reception.

Message for Year 10 and 
Year 11 | Mr Strachan

5 Ways to Well-being | Click on the logo to find out more.

The students in Key Stage 4 have continued
their excellent start to the academic year,
consistently demonstrating high standards
in behaviour, uniform, and achievements.
Their eagerness to get involved in wider
school programs, such as the Meet the
Tutor and Open Evening events, as well as
volunteering to be chaperones for our
visiting Spanish students, has been truly
inspiring. A big thank you to all those
students contributing positively to our
school community.

Additionally, a huge congratulations to the
following students who are leading the way
in achievement points:

10SC – Safian
10JM – Izzy

10JML – Johnathan & Macey 
11MJ – Dylan

11WK – Elham 
11JS – Amy

Have a wonderful and restful weekend.

...

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Sports Clubs Term 1 Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important
community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is
like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all
its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection of
the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help
the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the
benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students,
past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie
Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
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GENERAL NOTICES
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GENERAL NOTICES

Dates for your Diary

24 September | KS3 Cobham Ultra STEM Crew Trip

26 September | Meet the Form Tutor Evening

1 October | Black History Month begins

2 October | Feast of St Francis Whole School Mass

3 October | Open Evening

3 October | National Poetry Day

4 October | Staff INSET Day – No students in school

7 – 9 October | Open Mornings (appointment only)

SIMS Parent App – Download Now!
If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacancies to view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

Young Driver are at The Kassam Stadium this 
weekend, on Saturday 21st.

https://www.youngdriver.eu/venues/central/oxford
The discount code is OXF35 and when used at 

checkout will get 35% off.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.youngdriver.eu/venues/central/oxford
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