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Dearfamilies

Thegospelthis week was about serviceand we havetruly lived that this week
a I NJGGOspelreminds us to ‘Hot to serve,but be served When we were
flooded this week, everyoneactedin the serviceof others Studentswere calm
and patient while we arrangedfor them to leave Staffall put themselvedn the
serviceof others Despitethe challenges,jt was a wonderful exampleof the
individualandthe collective¢ how our individualactionsshapeour community.

Despitethe challengeswe havehad a busyweek! We
are delighted to have hosted Oxford ! Y A @S
Chemistrydepartmentwith their curiosity cube Our
Y7s and Y8s have visited a team with a full range of e W
excitingstationsand chemistryfun! We havehad lots [\
of them walking around the school in their
complimentary science goggles wanting to be
scientists You may have seenthem on local TV or
radio!

| hope you were ableto makeit for Meet the Form Tutor on Thursdayevening
Thisis a specialeventthat we do that is different from other schoolsandis not a
traditional parentsevening(those comelater). We think that you shouldknow
where your child getsto when they leaveyour home and who their form tutor
Is; the form tutor at Greyfriarsis reallyimportant. Thisis becausewe really want
to knowyou asa familyandyouto know us. Youare part of our schoolfamily. It
waswonderful to seeso many parentsengagedwith their O K A prdg@ssand
experiencehere at Greyfriars Thiseventcameabout from somefeedbackfrom
a parent so, if you ever think your voice R 2 S amaiei] it really makesa
difference!

[ S hdpeéfor somedryerweatherfor the weekend!

LyndseyCaldwell
Headteacher
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FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: Mark 9:3037

"Jesus and his disciples left from there and began a journey throug
Galilee, but he did not wish anyone to know about it. He was teach
his disciples and tellinipem, "'TheSon of Man is to be handed over tc
men and they will kill him, and three days after his death the Son o
Man will rise.' But they did not understand the saying, and they wer
afraid to question him. They came to Capernaum and, once inside
house, he began to askem, 'Whatwere you arguing about on the
way?' But they remained silent. They had been discussing among
themselves on the way who was the greatest. Then he sat down,
called the Twelve, and said to them, 'If anyone wishes to be first, h
shall be the last of all and the servant of all." Taking a child, he plac
in their midst, and putting his arms around it, he said to them, "Whoever receives one child such &
in my name, receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but the One who sent me."

Reflection
Toservemeansto act like Jesusywho, summingup hislife in afew words, saidhe hadcome
& y foibe served,butto & S NIME ¥0:45). Therefore,if we want to follow Jesuswe must
follow the path he himselftraced out, the path of service The oneswho are to be served
aboveall are those in need of receivingwho cannotgive anythingin return. In welcoming
thoseon the marginsthe neglected we welcomeJesudecauseHeis there. Andin the little
one, in the poor personwe serve,we alsoreceiveD 2 Riéhderembrace

Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my
memory, my understanding, and my entir
will, All I have and call my own. You have
given all to me. To you, Lord, | return it.
Everything is yours; do with it what you Will
Give me only your love and your grace, tha
enough for me.
St. Ignatius of Loyola

To view the St Edmund and St Fireside (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following |
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Special Message about the flooding and school closure

Thankyou so muchfor all of your help and supporton Mondaywhen we hadto evacuateand close
the schooldueto flooding | knowthis will havecausednconvenienceanddisruptionand | amreally
sorryfor this, but it becameunsafefor studentsin school

| am grateful to work in sucha supportive community. Familieswere really helpful and we have
amazingstudentsand colleagueswho dealt with the circumstancein an exemplaryway. It was a
true exampleof the GreyfriarsTeam Our site team were absoluteheroesin gettingthe schoolready
to opentoo. Thankgo team Greyfriars!
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Message for Year 8 and Year 9 | Mrs Reddy

| would like to extenda hugethankyou to all the Y8 and Y9 parentswho attended our recent'Meet
the Tutor' evening Yourpresenceand participationtruly madethe eventa successlt waswonderful
to see so many of you taking the time to connectwith our tutors and engagein meaningful
conversationsaboutyour child'sprogressandwell-being

Forthosewho were unableto attend, pleaseknow that you were dearlymissed,and we understand
that schedulescan sometimesget in the way. Restassuredf you haveany questionsor would like
to discussanythingfurther, pleasedo not hesitateto contactyour O K A tLitét (THeyare alwayshere
to supportyou andyour child.

As | walked around, | was filled with immensepride, watching our dedicatedtutors engagewith

families It wasclearto seethe love and carethey havefor eachof their tutees, andthis strongbond

is a reflection of the supportive environmentwe aim to foster here at our school Thissenseof

family and belongingthat radiatedthroughoutthe eventis somethingwe cherishdeeply,andit is all

thanksto yout our wonderful Y8 and YO students, their committed parents, and our passionate
tutors. Together,we continue to build a school community where everyone feels valued and

supported

Thankyou once again for your continued involvementand for making our schoolthe nurturing
environmentit is.

Speciathanksto the following studentswho did our yeargroupsproud by beingtour guidesfor the
evening Youhandledthis with suchpoise

Kevin,
Dominik P .
Tyler
Ali
Olivia B
Thanicia

Congratulations to all students with 100% attendance

Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself Y8 and Y9!
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Library News | Miss Brett

We have so much plannedfor everybodyto enjoy! New lunch and after
school clubs will be announcednext week We will also have regular
writing and art competitions, some run by our own lovely Student
Librarians! In the meantime,pop in to the library to sayhello, read a book
in our ReadingNook, play gamesin the Activity Den,or simplyrelaxin our
WellbeingCorner

Better yet, come and help us make some happy origami
creatures to brighten up the library! Thank you, Amit and Belfn
FT2N) AK2gAYy3d dmt K29 AGQa R2YS

And, finallyX ITISBACKYesyou guessedt, the LibraryLoyaltyCard
is backand it O y@iiito be stamped! Comeand collect yours
starting next week Collecta stamp for every book you read &
return. Earna sweettreat andentry to the end of term raffle!

CKIFIGQa AG F2N)GKAA 6SS1T® | LR NBI F“elxy

Message for Year 10 and Year 11 | Mr Strachan

Despitea slightlydisruptedweekdue to inclementweather,our Y10 and Y11 studentsmaintainedan
impressivelevel of engagementthrough the online learning sessions Thistruly speaksto their
commitmentto their studiesg well doneto everyonefor stayingfocused!

We are also thrilled to welcome 19 Spanishstudentsto Greyfriars,
who will be immersingthemselvesin school life with us over the
comingweeks Conversationsvith them have shownjust how much
they are enjoying the English Schooling experience, particularly
appreciatingthe differencesin teaching styles comparedto their
schoolsbackhomein Spain

A great deal of their enjoymentis thanks to our wonderful Y10 Greyfriars Buddies,who have
volunteeredto be their chaperones EachSpanishstudent hasbeen paired with a buddy, allowing
them to shadowour studentsin their dailylessonsThishasbeenan excitingand enrichingexchange
for allinvolved,andwe wishour visitorsthe verybestasthey continuetheir journeywith us.

Wishingyou all arestfulandenjoyableweekend!
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