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Dear families

I hope you have a lovely weekend.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

This week, we have had another busy week. We had our
whole school mass on Wednesday for the Feast of Saint
Francis. (We did this as we were closed for INSET on the
Feast Day.) Saint Francis is important to our school as we are
linked to the Franciscans at Greyfriars and we are part of the
Pope Francis MAC. It was a glorious event with more than 70
students taking part. We were delighted to have Canon
Mervyn Tower, from Corpus Christi in Headington, say mass
for us. He was deeply impressed by our students and their
participation.

We also welcomed potential new families to our
school on Thursday Evening. We were really busy
at our Open Evening for students joining next
year. It was joyful. Visiting families were clearly
impressed with our school and the dedication of
staff. What was most striking, was how
thoughtful and attentive our student hosts were
as they acted as tour guides. We are so proud of
our school and our students and the opportunity
to show people how good we are!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48  

To view the St Edmund and St Fireside (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
We are often tempted to be “closed off”. The disciples would like to hinder a good deed
simply because it is performed by someone who does not belong to their group. They think
they have the “exclusive right over Jesus”, and that they are the only ones authorised to
work for the Kingdom of God. They end up feeling that they are privileged and consider
others as outsiders, even becoming hostile towards them. Every closure like this tends to
keep us at a distance from those who do not think like we do, and this — we know — is the
root of many great evils in history: think of dictatorships and of great violence towards those
who are different. Jesus reminds us of this great temptation here, and frees us from
ourselves to welcome and include all others instead.

At that time, John said to Jesus, 'Teacher, we saw someone driving out 
demons in your name, and we tried to prevent him because he does not 
follow us.' Jesus replied, 'Do not prevent him. There is no one who 
performs a mighty deed in my name who can at the same time speak ill 
of me. For whoever is not against us is for us. Anyone who gives you a 
cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ, amen, I say to you, 
will surely not lose his reward. 'Whoever causes one of these little ones 
who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone

were put around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is 
better for you to enter into life maimed than with two hands to go into Gehenna, into the unquenchable 
fire.  And if your foot causes you to sin, cut if off. It is better for you to enter into life crippled than with 
two feet to be thrown into Gehenna. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. Better for you to 
enter into the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna, where 'their 
worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.

Lord, we ask that you help us to remain open to others, recognising 
the gifts they bring and the ways they reflect your glory. When we 

are tempted to close ourselves off to others, or forget to extend a 
hand to those who need it, would you show us mercy and prompt us 
to love beyond our means. May we see clearly who is for us rather 

than against us. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe
SIXTH FORM VOLUNTEERING
We are delighted with how our Sixth Form students have taken to volunteering and the impact they
are having on our school community. We have had students helping teachers in lessons, sorting out
their classrooms, helping to make prayer boards and helping with reading testing for younger years.
They are showing themselves to be excellent leaders and role models for younger years. We look
forward to seeing their completed volunteering cards by the end of this term.

UCAS & DESTINATIONS
A reminder that a parent presentation explaining how to support your Year 13 student as they go
through the application process for University (UCAS) or apprenticeships is now on the school
website. If you have any questions about this process or would like more information, please contact
Ms McCabe.

Match Report | Mr Dunne
Matthew Arnold U14’s 8-3 Greyfriars U14’s

GCSE MATHS & ENGLISH RETAKE EXAMS
These exams take place between the Tuesday 5th November and Monday
11th November. Students in Year 12 and Year 13 who are retaking these
exams will receive their timetable on Monday.

D&D CLUB
Please see the poster below for a Dungeons and Dragons club run by
Sixth Form students. If you are interested please meet in the Library at
3:10 on Tuesday 8th October.

On Monday our U14’s kicked off their National Cup
campaign away to Matthew Arnold school. They also had
the privilege of being the first team to wear our new
school football kit!

Last year we played them in the ESFA cup and after a 4-4
draw, Greyfriars progressed to the next round.
Unfortunately on this occasion, history was not to repeat

itself. Although the result was not what we’d hoped for, there were still many positives to take from
the game. Greyfriars goal scorers were Mali with a brace and Isaac.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Match Report | Mr Weedon
Carterton U13’s 1-4 Greyfriars U13’s

On Tuesday our U13s were in Carterton to
kick off their ESFA Cup campaign. It was the
first game they had played since March and
the team spirit was high as ever. Not only
did we have two Y7s make their debut for
the school, we also had Lilianah and Amalia
making their debut for the boys team. They
were picked by Kevin to start the game and
both girls played extraordinarily well. Shout
out to Amalia who played right back and
stopped any threat down the left hand side
from the hoe team.

The start of the game didn’t go to plan as we quickly went 1-0 down but our team worked together
to quickly equalise with Kevin scoring his first goal. It was a close first half with keeper Louie making
lots of great saves and Kevin and Lushun having half chances. Centre back Iruchukwu was having an
amazing game making lots of last ditch tackles.

In the second half, we took control of the game and our Y7 students were playing through balls to
Kevin that ultimately turned into goals. A second half hattrick saw us 4-1 up. We seemed to be just a
little too much for the home team who couldn’t get through a strong defence! A great victory for the
team.

Player of the match - Iruchukwu

Well-being Knitting | Mrs 
Swanton
Well done to Joseph for making these
flower brooches – they are beautiful!

Jewellery and Bracelet- Making
Enrichment | Miss Watkin
We have had another fun filled
creative afternoon at the
jewellery and bracelet making
enrichment this week! Many
students celebrated their
different cultures and were
inspired by the colours of their
national flag when making their
bracelet designs.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Library Book of the Week | Miss Brett
Hello fellow readers! Our book of the week is “The Little Prince” by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. 

Library News | Miss Brett
Exciting news from the library this week! We now have a library timetable,

with plenty of fun clubs and activities. Pop into the library and check out

our welcome board with all the details, or come and have a chat with miss

Brett.

And, finally………the

loyalty cards are here!

Come to the library to

get yours!

That’s it for this week. Happy reading! 

This week we have also launched our monthly

competitions. Take part and you will have a chance to

win a chocolate and an entry into the end of term

raffle.

It’s a lovely story about a pilot, who finds himself stranded in the

dessert and wakes up one morning to the site of an

extraordinary little fellow standing before him. The boy – the

little prince - asks the pilot to draw him a sheep, and so this

weird and wonderful story begins. During their time spent

together, the prince recounts his life story and all the planets he

visited, and characters he met along the way.

Often seen as a symbol of childhood innocence, “The Little

Prince” is cherished by children and adults alike across the

globe. If you haven’t read it, I won’t spoil it for you. Just know

that this book is here to remind us all what is truly important in

life and is definitely worth reading.

Until next time!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for KS4 | Mr Strachan
In our last newsletter, I mentioned the exciting opportunity we had to host a group of students from
Spain. Today, we bid them a fond farewell as they return home, enriched by the unique experience
of British school life. What truly made their stay special, however, was the warmth from all of the
teachers that received them into their classes and of course the dedication of our Year 10 Greyfriars
Chaperones (Buddies) who looked after them throughout their stay. These incredible Greyfriars
students went above and beyond, showing unwavering enthusiasm, kindness, and support to our
Spanish guests.

The positivity and helpfulness displayed by our them were nothing short of inspiring, and both their
Form Teachers and I couldn’t be prouder of their efforts. A heartfelt thank you goes out to Aoife,
Imad, Isabela, Joseph, Adam, Alesha, David, Lorenzo, Shehar, Zariya, Izzy, Lian, Sinthia, and Eva for
making this cultural exchange such a memorable and meaningful experience.

We can’t wait to welcome our next group of overseas visitors—students from Mexico—next week!
Stay tuned for more exciting adventures!

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Careers | Miss Manns

If you are interested in getting involved, I kindly invite you to
fill out our *new* Employer Database form Employer
Network Form This will allow us to keep you updated with
the careers news and activities that are of interest to you.

If you have any questions or require more information about
any of our events, please feel free to get in touch via
careers@gfcs.uk

For lots of useful information regarding careers, please click: 

OxLep Picks of the Week

On Tuesday, 12th November. Students from Year 9 to Year 13 will have
the opportunity to attend the 3rd annual Future Fest event at different points in
the day, accompanied by their teachers. The purpose of the event is to provide
students with the opportunity to meet local employers and representatives from
universities, colleges and training providers.

Message for Year 7 | Mr Weedon
It has been another great week! I has time to visit tutor groups this week it was great to see the
students engaged in a whole school assembly on Monday and starting to really understand how the
school works.

A special mention for a football fixture this week; our Y8 football team has two Y7 students play in
their game. Kaiden and Isayah both started for the team and played outstandingly well throughout
the game with Kaiden almost scoring as it came off the bar. This was an excellent effort from both
students – well done. There will be more fixtures to come including a Y7 game.

I hope all students and parents enjoy the long 4 day weekend!

Top achievement points this week
7TT- Ethan and Sara
7RM – Ann and Greidi

7LS – Doreen and Zain 
7BM – Michael and John Paul Well done!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmPWMaUQjwRoDp8N9jn5cKKAEehsJULNkhw3uNlYXc856A9Q/viewform
mailto:careers@gfcs.uk
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek011024?e=20e0a73c58
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Christmas Fair
Saturday 7th December 

2024
11am – 2pm

.
If you would like to support in any
way, whether that is with the
planning, setting up on the day,
running stalls or simply making a
donation, please contact Sophie
Upellini via:

s.upellini@gfcs.uk

Donations of raffle prizes are much 
appreciated, including:
• unwanted gifts

• books
• games etc

Donations can be handed into main 
reception.

Match Report | Mr Dunne
Greyfriars U18s vs St Edwards U18s
On Thursday our U18s kicked off their ESFA Cup campaign with a home match against St. Edward’s
school. Thank you for the tremendous effort from Mr Weedon to get the pitch ready and playable
after the recent floods we’ve experienced!

The U18s were unlucky to lose 4-1 but they showed good team spirit and Sam H scored a cracking
goal to bring the scores level.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important
community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is
like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all
its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection of
the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help
the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the
benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students,
past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie
Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
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Vacancy | Exam Invigilator - £12.80 per hour
Greyfriars is looking for three casual Invigilator's to work with our exam’s team to help the smooth
running of exams at our school.

Responsibilities will include the correct conduct of external examinations in accordance with JCQ
regulations and procedures issued by the Examinations Manager.

An ideal candidate will:
✔be reliable, flexible and readily available during main exam periods
✔have effective communication skills and good interpersonal skills
✔work well as part of a team
✔be confident and a reassuring presence to candidates in exam rooms
✔be able to give instructions and manage situations involving different groups of people
✔have basic IT skills (familiar with use of email, mobile phone messaging etc.)

Main duties
⮚ To conduct examinations in accordance with the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ), awarding

body and Greyfriars Catholic School regulations and instructions
⮚ To have a key role in upholding the integrity and security of the examination/assessment

process

Application Details
We hope you are interested in this exciting opportunity and would like to submit an application.
To apply for the post of Invigilator, please contact the School Business Manager, Sophie
Upellini Email: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or Tel: 01865 749933

Greyfriars Catholic School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The successful 

applicant for any position will be required to undertake an enhanced disclosure via the DBS 
(disclosure and barring system) and appropriate Right to Work clearances and our recruitment 

and selection practice

The Pope Francis Catholic Multi Academy Company (PFMAC) is a family of Catholic schools in 
Oxfordshire, who work together to promote the teaching of Christ and the Catholic faith.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
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Dates for your Diary

7 – 9 October | Open Mornings (appointment only)

8 October | Year 11 Driving School

14 October | Year 12 Geography trip to Jericho

18 October | Bletchley Park trip

24 October | Y10 Mini Plant visit

24 October | PFMAC Concert – Oxford Town Hall

28 October – 1st November | Half Term Break

4th November | First day of Term 2

SIMS Parent App – Download Now!
If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacancies to view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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