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Dear families

We started our week with a look back at our Feast Days last week. Of course, we
had our mass for St Francis, but we also had the Feast Day for St Therese of
Lisieux. St Therese is an important Saint for us. Her ‘little way’ inspired us to
create the Greyfriars Way. She said, ‘remember that nothing is small in the eyes
of God. Do all that you do with love.’ At Greyfriars, we know that it is the small
things that we do every single day that build into a bigger picture of love. This is
the Greyfriars Way – understanding our power to transform the world around us
through the little things we do. I was so delighted to be able to show the culture
and ethos of the school through our Open Mornings this week, where families
were deeply impressed by the love we have in our school community.

Finally, I hope you are able to join us for our Christmas Fair on Saturday 7th
December. (It may seem early, but it was frosty this morning!) If you would like
to help, donate or can share the date with others, we would be glad to hear
from you.

I hope you have a wonderful weekend.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

Of course, sometimes doing grand gestures matters too! We have
had powerful assemblies delivered by our 6th Form this week
(see below). Being able to speak publicly to a large number of
people can be terrifying; indeed, it is a very common fear for
many adults. I have such respect for students who are able to
express themselves with such poise and confidence. They are
fantastic role models for our community and we are so proud of
them.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: Mark 10:2-6

To view the St Edmund and St Fireside (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
This teaching of Jesus is very clear and defends the dignity of marriage as a union of love
which implies fidelity. What allows the spouses to remain united in marriage is a love of
mutual giving supported by Christ’s grace. However, if in the spouses, individual interests,
one’s own satisfaction prevails, then their union cannot endure. God’s way of acting with his
unfaithful people — that is, with us — teaches us that wounded love can be healed by God
through mercy and forgiveness. What great news!

The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, 'Is it lawful for 
a husband to divorce his wife?' They were testing him. He 
said to them in reply, 'What did Moses command you?' 
They replied, 'Moses permitted a husband to write a bill 
of divorce and dismiss her.' But Jesus told them, 'Because 
of the hardness of your hearts he wrote you this
commandment. But from the beginning of creation, God 
made them male and female. For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and

the two shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 
together, no human being must separate.' In the house the disciples again questioned Jesus about this. 
He said to them, 'Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she 
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.' And people were bringing children to 
him that he might touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this he became indignant 
and said to them, 'Let the children come to me; do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these. Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter 
it.' Then he embraced them and blessed them, placing his hands on them.

“May God support us all the day long, till the shades lengthen and 
the evening comes, and the busy world is hushed and the fever of life 
is over and our work is done. Then in His mercy may He give us a 

safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last." 
St. John Henry Newman

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Sixth Form News | Mr Shaw
SIXTH FORM PRESENT BLACK HISTORY ASSEMBLIES

UCAS & DESTINATIONS
A reminder that a parent presentation explaining how to support
your Year 13 student as they go through the application process for
University (UCAS) or apprenticeships is now on the school website. If
you have any questions about this process or would like more
information, please contact Ms McCabe.

D&D CLUB
Please see the poster below for a Dungeons and Dragons club run by
Sixth Form students. If you are interested please meet in the Library
at 3:10 on Tuesday 8th October.

Some of our sixth formers have spent
this week presenting their own
assemblies for Black History Month. It
has been really inspirational to see and
hear our sixth formers leading the
assemblies in such an eloquent and
professional manner. They really have
done us proud.

To hear about inspirational figures such LeBron James, Jorja Smith and
Stormzy and how they have made a difference to people's lives. Also
amazing to have an assembly bookended with music, initially with a bit
of Stormzy and MNEK and finished with Santan Dave.

Knitting Group | Mrs Swanton
Congratulations to Lilly who has finished making a small scarf in the knitting group.

Well done!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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YES, it encourages

neurodiverse

children to advocate

for themselves.

YES, it helps us all to

approach everybody

with more positivity

and kindness. And

isn’t that what life is

all about?

Hello fellow readers! Today, the star of the show is a

book called “Wonderfully Wired Brains” by Louise

Gooding.

“An informative and inclusive children's guide to

neurodiversity for those not in the know and to

inspire children who are neurodivergent.”

Oh, this book is such a treat! Yes, it teaches children

about neurodiversity. YES, it challenges stereotypes

and misconceptions. Yes, it introduces neurodiverse

individuals.

Ps. It’s also a great way to introduce some technical vocabulary and start teaching about how our

brains actually work.

I hope you enjoy it! Until next time..

Book of the Week | Miss Brett
“Wonderfully wired brains” by Louise Gooding

Part of my wellbeing collection, this book will be

available very shortly, so I encourage you all to come

and have a look through it.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Library News | Miss Brett
We had a very successful first week of new clubs in the library! Thank you 

to all the Student Librarians who volunteered to run them!

Remember, it’s never too late to join, so if you’re interested in art, creative 

writing, D&D, clay, origami, or crochet – simply turn up and have fun! But if 

you just want to sit down and relax, you can curl up on the sofa with a 

book, or join the Anime or Film club. 

That’s it for this week. 
Happy reading! 

Do check out our monthly competitions and remember to pick

up your library loyalty card! Reading is fun and good for your

mental health, but in our library it can also lead to delicious

chocolate. You only have to read 8 books to get one!

Finally, a big shout out to the Student

Librarians who are contributing to our

library! Whether it’s running clubs or

competitions, organising books, helping

with displays, or creating artwork, I

appreciate your work so much.

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Message for KS4 | Mr Strachan
The KS4 students have shown great dedication and focus in their studies this term, and I’m excited to
highlight those who have truly excelled. I look forward to celebrating the half-term winners during
our end-of-term assembly. In the meantime, a huge congratulations to the outstanding students
listed below for their continued hard work and commitment.

Wishing everyone a restful and enjoyable weekend!

10SC – Mr Cunningham
1st Place: Safian 157
2nd Place: Kryspin 153
3rd Place: Warner 145

10JEM – Mr Manns
1st Place: Izzy 138
2nd Place: Isabela 119
3rd Place: Aoife 105

10JML – Mr Mulvany
1st Place: Anna 101
2nd Place: David 93
3rd Place: Shehar 87

11MJ – Miss Jelfs
1st Place: Dylan 83
2nd Place: Euan 78
3rd Place: Max 67

11WK – Dr Kay
1st Place: Nifemi 95
2nd Place: Stephanie 87
3rd Place: Mel 84

11JS – Mr Secker
1st Place: Stuthi 96
2nd Place: Erin 89
3rd Place: Amy 82

SAVE THE DATE!

Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening

14th November 2024

4pm until 7pm

It is important for parents and carers to attend as it is an opportunity to discuss your child’s 
progress. 

Appointments will be made through our online booking system (more details to follow). 

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Careers | Miss Manns

If you are interested in getting involved, I kindly invite you to
fill out our *new* Employer Database form Employer
Network Form This will allow us to keep you updated with
the careers news and activities that are of interest to you.

If you have any questions or require more information about
any of our events, please feel free to get in touch via
careers@gfcs.uk

For lots of useful information regarding careers, please click: 

OxLep Picks of the Week

On Tuesday, 12th November. Students from Year 9 to Year 13 will have
the opportunity to attend the 3rd annual Future Fest event at different points in
the day, accompanied by their teachers. The purpose of the event is to provide
students with the opportunity to meet local employers and representatives from
universities, colleges and training providers.

Message for Year 7 | Mr Weedon
It has been another fantastic week, Y7 students have really settled into the school. Confidence is
growing and lots of achievement points have been earned. I have been lucky enough to visit lessons
including Art and RE and staff members have been really positive about the students all week.

On Monday we have football training for Y7 - there is no cost for this and everyone is welcome from
3.30pm -4.30pm on the Astro. We have our first fixture away to Oxford Spires on Tuesday. An
exciting week ahead. Have a great weekend

Top achievement points this week

7BM - Robert and Keliah
7LS - Penelope and Dorean

7RM - Ann and Nicole
7TT - Dyland and Ephraim

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmPWMaUQjwRoDp8N9jn5cKKAEehsJULNkhw3uNlYXc856A9Q/viewform
mailto:careers@gfcs.uk
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek081024?e=20e0a73c58
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Christmas Fair
Saturday 7th December 2024

11am – 2pm

If you would like to support in any way, whether 
that is with the planning,  setting up on the day, 

running stalls or simply making a donation, please 
contact Sophie Upellini via:

s.upellini@gfcs.uk

Donations of raffle prizes are much appreciated, 
including:

• unwanted gifts
• books

• games etc
Donations can be handed into main reception.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important
community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is
like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all
its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection of
the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help
the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the
benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students,
past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie
Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
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Dates for your Diary

14 October | Year 12 Geography trip to Jericho

18 October | Bletchley Park trip

22 October | Y10 RHS Garden Wisley trip

24 October | Y10 Mini Plant visit

24 October | PFMAC Concert – Oxford Town Hall

28 October – 1st November | Half Term Break

4th November | First day of Term 2

SIMS Parent App – Download Now!
If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacancies to view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/

