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Dear families

The Gospel this week included the famous line about it being easier for a camel
to pass through the eye of a needle than a rich man to enter the Kingdom of
Heaven. It is a reminder to us that God sees what is in our hearts, and a warning
to not be distracted by objects and money. It is easier to aim for things that we
want to own or get, but what really matters is our human connection with each
other. We are a human family and our love lives on in people. This is a core part
of our teaching here at Greyfriars and we communicate this in every interaction.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

I was delighted this week to go with Mr Greer – who
is our Leader for Catholic Life and Mission – to a
lecture in London about Catholic Social Teaching. The
lecture was by Raymond Friel, who writes about
Catholic education. It was a reminder of the
importance of the work we do, but was also
reassuring to speak to other leaders and see that the
work we do here in the school is truly excellent and
...really powerful. We see this in our work every day, but it was great to have this
validation.

I am so proud of our students and the work they do every day to build a strong
and happy school community.

We are looking forward to our last week of the first term.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: Mark 10:17-30

To view the St Edmund and St Fireside (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
“What must I do to inherit eternal life”, in other words, happiness? “Eternal life” is not only
the afterlife, but is a full life, fulfilled, without limitations. What must we do to achieve it?
Jesus’ answer restates the commandments that refer to loving one’s neighbours. Money,
pleasure, success dazzle but then disappoint. The Lord asks us to detach ourselves from
these false riches in order to enter into true life, the full, authentic, luminous life which
involves laying earthly goods aside to follow something better.

"As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up, knelt down 
before him, and asked him, 'Good teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?' Jesus answered him, 'Why do you call me 
good? No one is good but God alone. You know the 
commandments: You shall not kill; you shall not commit adultery; 
you shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; you shall not 
defraud; honour your father and your mother.' He replied and said 
to him, 'Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth.' 
Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him, 'You are lacking in 
one thing. Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor and you will 
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.' At that statement 
his face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions. 

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, 'How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of God!' The disciples were amazed at his words. So Jesus again said to them in reply, 
'Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of 
a needle than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.' They were exceedingly astonished and 
said among themselves, 'Then who can be saved?' Jesus looked at them and said, 'For human beings it 
is impossible, but not for God. All things are possible for God.' Peter began to say to him, 'We have 
given up everything and followed you.’  Jesus said, 'Amen, I say to you, there is no one who has given 
up house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands for my sake and for the sake of 
the gospel who will not receive a hundred times more now in this present age: houses and brothers 
and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and eternal life in the age to 
come.'"

Loving Lord, all I have is yours. May I never hold on to your gifts so 
tightly that they begin to hold on to me. May my hands be open, both to 

receive your blessings, and to let them go. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Library News | Miss Brett

That’s it for this week.  
Happy reading! 

Hello fellow library lovers! I hope you had a lovely week. Have you been to

the library recently? We have some lovely mini displays to peruse.

Additionally, a lot of new books have now

arrived and I am working really hard to add

them to the catalogue for everybody to enjoy.

Remember, there’s still time to take part in our

monthly competitions, so be sure to join in and

you might win a prize!

On another note…
When chatting with students this week, I used the word “articulate” and some weren’t sure what it
meant. That gave me an idea. From now on, the word of the week will be a feature in this little brief,
so we can all (me included!) learn some interesting vocabulary together. Feel free to suggest words
that you want to introduce to your fellow students and staff at the school.

(verb) To pronounce distinctly; to utter, give utterance to. Also: to 

express in words, esp. clearly and fluently. [Oxford English Dictionary]

EXAMPLE: She found it difficult to articulate her feelings.

Can YOU come up with another example? Go on, have a go!

(ps. It can also be used as an adjective, but let’s stick to one meaning at 

a time 😊).

And finally, the after school crochet club has been moved to Tuesday, so 

I hope to see you there next week.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Book of the Week
Written by Nevaeh Francis-Sylvester

Happy Black History Month! This October to commemorate ten years since the passing of Maya
Angelou (1928 - 2014) - one of the world’s most famous and beloved African American poets - this
week’s book of the week is ‘Poetry for Young People’ by Maya Angelou.

Featuring a collection of her famous poems including: “Still I Rise”, a personal favourite and mantra
that both Serena Williams and I (and most assuredly multiple others around the world), say to
motivate and encourage ourselves. Angelou’s heart-warming poems coincide with wonderful
illustrations in this book. Did you know, many of today’s writers consider text messaging to be a
form of poetry.

Despite all of the racism, discrimination and further challenges Maya Angelou faced in the 20th
century in America, she was blessed with the extraordinary ability to transform her feelings into
words, those words into poems, and these poems into our hearts. Although Angelou’s time has
past, her poems live on and we can keep her memory alive through the use of “Still I Rise” as a
personal mantra and in our text messages.

This month our library is hosting a poetry competition. For more details please visit Miss. Brett in
the library.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Year 9 Art | Ms Couzens
Year 9 Art students are exploring all things
'Perspective' and looking at how we use
perspective in architecture and how all things
created by machines would be non-functional
without the use of perspective in design.

The students have explored varied shapes in 3
dimensions and how to construct a simple
architectural room and have explored three
dimensional lettering. In conjunction we have
investigated the use of Patterning and Colour
combinations in art and design.

Here is an example of a final 3D name.

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

Congratulations!
A huge congratulations to Darcy who came first
in the Blackpool Freestyle Championships that
took place at the Winter Gardens, Blackpool at
the weekend. What an amazing achievement.

Well done!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Careers | Miss Manns

If you have any questions or require more
information about any of our events,
please feel free to get in touch via careers@gfcs.uk

For lots of useful information regarding careers, 
please click: 

OxLep Picks of the Week

Young Drivers
We were delighted to invite Young
Drivers back to Greyfriars to run their
second driving session with our students.
During the 10 minute session, each
student that was invited to participate
tried their hand at parallel parking,
emergency stops and using their mirrors
to reverse (just to name a few skills) in a
manual Corsa. This was an
amazing opportunity for students to
grow their confidence all while learning
the rules of the road.

As a thank you for having Young Drivers in school, they have shared a 20% discount code for their
weekend sessions hosted at the Kassam Stadium. The next weekend event is 9 November
2024. Simply visit www.youngdriver.com and use code YDF20 at checkout.

Careers in Focus Enrichment
This term a select group of students have had the opportunity to meet with different members of
our community to learn about what they do for work. Recently we have had Dr Sophie come in to
speak about a day in the life of a GP and Dennis and Matt come in to speak to us about working in
the built environment (construction industry). Next week students will have the opportunity to
travel to the Royal Horticultural Society in Wisley to explore the jobs available in horticulture. Stay
tuned to see who we speak to next!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:careers@gfcs.uk
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek151024?e=20e0a73c58
http://www.youngdriver.com/
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SAVE THE DATE!

Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening

14th November 2024

4pm until 7pm

It is important for parents and carers to 
attend as it is an opportunity to discuss 

your child’s progress. 

Appointments will be made through our 
online booking system

(more details to follow). 

SPARX Update | Mr Secker
Leader Board

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Christmas Fair
Saturday 7th December 2024

11am – 2pm

If you would like to support in any way, whether 
that is with the planning,  setting up on the day, 

running stalls or simply making a donation, please 
contact Sophie Upellini via:

s.upellini@gfcs.uk

Donations of raffle prizes are much appreciated, 
including:

• unwanted gifts
• books

• games etc
Donations can be handed into main reception.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important
community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is
like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all
its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection of
the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help
the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the
benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students,
past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie
Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
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Dates for your Diary

22 October | Y10 RHS Garden Wisley trip

24 October | Y10 Mini Plant visit

24 October | PFMAC Concert – Oxford Town Hall

28 October – 1st November | Half Term Break

4 November | First day of Term 2

11 - 17 November | Anti-bullying Week

11 November | Remembrance Service

12 November | Future Fest

SIMS Parent App – Download Now!
If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacancies to view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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