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Dearfamilies

Thisterm hasstarted with our goldenruleςthe direction to love our neighbour
as ourselvesand how this love is inseparablefrom God. Thisis a perfect lead
into our theme for the term, which is Solidarity. Workingtogetherasone andthe
strengthwe haveasa humanfamily.

Often we are consumedby thinking about happinessand well-beingasa goalor
target, but this is a mistake. Happinessis a by-productςit is a result of what
happenswhenwe work hard for something. Thethingswe aremostproud of and
happiestabout come with a struggle,and the support of others. I feel strongly
that true well-being and happinesscomes from this golden rule to love your
neighbourasyourselfςto championyour communityand to championyourself
throughcelebration,endeavourandlove.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher
P.S.5ƻƴΩǘforget the ChristmasFairon 7th December. Savethe date!

Thisis our missionςto championstudentsso they
flourish individually and collectively as part of a
human family. Part of that is them championing
themselves; having the ambition to see beyond
what they think they cando. Topushthemselvesso
they do things they never thought they would be
able to achieve. We alsorecognisedthat peopleare
only successfulwith the help of others. We have a
zxmresponsibilityto helpour neighboursto succeed: goodneighbourschampioneach
other too. All students had to feel this and state it loudly, individually and
collectivelyςI ama champion!It is a greatexampleof how onevoiceis limited in
volume,but collectively(when speakingin solidarity!) the volume and power is
significantlyincreased.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: Mark 12:28b- 34

To view the St Edmund and St Fireside (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Jesustaught onceand for all that love for Godand love for neighbourare inseparable; moreover,
they sustainone another. To love Godmeansto investour energieseachday to be his assistants
in the unmitigated service of our neighbour, in trying to forgive without limitations, and in
cultivatingrelationshipsof communion. God,who is love, createdus to love and so that we can
love others while remaining united with him. It would be misleading to claim to love our
neighbourwithout lovingGod; and it would alsobe deceptiveto claimto love Godwithout loving
our neighbour.

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΚΩ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ IŜŀǊΣ h LǎǊŀŜƭΗ ¢ƘŜ 
Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. 
The second is this, You shall love your neighbour as yourself. There is no 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜǎŜΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊƛōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ²Ŝƭƭ

said, teacher. You are right in saying, 'He is One and there is no other than he.' And 'to love him with all 
your heart, with all your understanding, with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself' 
ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƭƭ ōǳǊƴǘ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜǎΦΩ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΦΩ !ƴŘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŘŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳ 
any more questions.

Almighty ever- living God, by whose gift we venerate in one 
celebration the merits of all the Saints, bestow on us, we pray, 

through the prayers of so many intercessors, an abundance of the 
reconciliation with you for which we earnestly long. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Prayer for All Saints' Day

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/


Youcanadmirethe artwork in the library,andborrow a bookwhileȅƻǳΩǊŜhere andstart filling up

yourown LibraryLoyaltyBookmark.

Our competitionsrun every month, soǘƘŜǊŜΩǎalwaystime to take part. Cometo the library and

chatto missBrett for moredetails!fl

Non-fiction Novemberscavengerhunt startson Monday! Haveyour pensat the readyand expect

to learn some weird and wonderful things along the way! Be sure to tell your family the most

interestingfactsȅƻǳΩǾŜlearned!
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΦ  IŀǇǇȅ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗ 

To all the StudentLibrarianswho havebeen helpingme this week: We

had some fun and plenty of work was done (and biscuits eaten) in

preparation for the scavengerhunt, tutor time library visits, and

RemembranceDay displays. Comeand have a look what ǿŜΩǾŜdone!

Naturally, it hasnothing to do with the StudentLibrarianLeaderBoard

fl . Bythe way,Sahasis in the lead!

Word of the week: serendipitous(adjective) happeningor found by

chance

EXAMPLES: Readingshouldbean adventure,a personalexperiencefull of

serendipitoussurprises.

A teamof researchershasmadea serendipitousdiscoverythat couldhelp

in the struggleto cureobesity. [CambridgeOnlineDictionary]

Remember,you can also suggestwords that you want to introduce to
your fellow studentsandstaff at the school.

Library News | Miss Brett
Welcomeback! Thankyou to everyonewho took part in our competitionsin

October,ȅƻǳΩǾŜall donea greatjob!

OURFIRST
Octoberart competition: Alda,Sahas
Bookreviewcompetition: Tobias
The first person to read 8 library books and complete their first Library
LoyaltyCard: Tommi

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO YOU ALL!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Messagefor Year7 | Mr Weedon
It has been another great week for Year7. Studentshave been preparingfor ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩevening,
working really hard in assessmentsand finding out their results in their first set of tests. Students
have learned about being a champion from Miss Caldwelland respectingourselvesas well as
others.

A big shoutout to someof our Year7 boyswho havemadethe stepup into the Year8 football team
again. Unfortunately, the team lost 3-1 but it was exciting to see our studentssteppingup and
helpingthe yearabove.

L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŀǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ evening next Thursday - please do sign up via the emailed 
link that has been sent out.

Top achievementpoints this week

7TT- Ethan and Karina

7RM ςGrant and Reece

7LS ςRonnie and Joshua

7BM ςZhayden and Alex

Book your Appointments

Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening

14th November 2024

4pm until 7pm

Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
progress. 

Appointments should be made through our online booking system. 

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


SparxUpdate| Mr Secker
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Messagefor Year8 and Year9
| Mrs Reddy
Thisholiday season,ǿŜΩǊŜremindedof the gift

of giving and the joy that comesfrom helping

others. Supportingfamilies in need within our

communityisa powerfulwayto makeChristmas

specialfor everyone.

We invite Year8 andYear9 parentsto join us in

our Christmasdonationdrive. WhetherƛǘΩǎtoys,

food items,or warm clothing,everycontribution

counts and goesdirectly to local families who

couldusea little extracheer.

Congratulations to all students with 100% 
attendance.

Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing
support. Keepon strivingto be a better version
of yourselfY8 andY9!

Well done everyone ςkeep up 
the good work!

Students leading the way!

Year 8 Year 9

Darcy B Oscar K

Damir Daniel O

Morizo Nancy D

Feranm Progress

Holy-Karen Fantasia

Humaira

Saba

Leadership Enrichment | Mrs
Reddy
Our Leadership Enrichment is now collecting

Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ. Any donations should

be dropped into main reception and can

include: toys, games,books,jewellery, clothes,

shoes, toiletries, stationery and wrapping

paper. [ŜǘΩǎcometogetherto makethis season

memorablefor everyone. Yourgenerositytruly

makes a difference! Thank you for your

support.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


If you haveanyquestionsor require more information about any of our events,pleasefeel free to
get in touchviacareers@gfcs.uk

For lots of useful information regarding careers, please click: 

OxLep Picks of the Week

OxLep Picks of the WeekSpecial ςGreen Careers Week 2024 
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Careers| MissManns

FutureFest2024
We have organisedour third annual careersfair in school which we have called Future Feston
Tuesday,12 November2024. Thepurposeof this event is to givestudentsthe opportunity to find
out about different careerpathwaysby talking to employers,training providers,local collegesand
universities.

There is somethingfor everyoneat Future Fest. For example,Year9 studentscan find out what
subjectsare good for different coursesand careers. Year10 studentscan find out about skillsand
work experience. Year11 studentscan considertheir post 16 options and sixth form studentscan
askaboutdegreeapprenticeshipsandHEcourses.

mailto:careers@gfcs.uk
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek051124?e=20e0a73c58
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweekgcw2024reminder?e=20e0a73c58
http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Book of the Week
Written by Lian G
Rose Rivers ςJacqueline Wilson

Setduring the Victorianera, in

the same universe as Ψ/ƭƻǾŜǊ

Moon, sparking ideas of

innovation and class, ƛǘΩǎa

wonderful book about finding

yourown passionandmind.

Thatno matter your supposedrole in societyyou can
be what you wish to be if only you work towards it.
LǘΩǎcertainly inspiring and captivating! Something
greatto settledownandfocuson.

Basketball Club Term 2 | Mr Roman
Our Basketball Club kicks off in Term two and welcomes all studentsτjust drop by the Sports Hall, 
no registration needed.

Schedule:

Mondays, 15:20 - 16:30: Girls, Years 7 & 8

Tuesdays, 15:20 - 16:30: Boys, Years 7 & 8

Tuesdays, 15:20 - 16:30: Boys, Years 9, 10 & 
11

Bring your energy, enthusiasm, and a love 
for the game.

See you on the court!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Yourchild maybe ableto get free schoolmealsif you get any
of the following:
Å IncomeSupport
Å Income-basedWƻōǎŜŜƪŜǊΩǎAllowance
Å Income-relatedEmploymentandSupportAllowance
ÅSupportunderPartVIof ImmigrationandAsylumAct1999
ÅTheguaranteedelementof PensionCredit
ÅChild Tax Credit (provided ȅƻǳΩǊŜnot also entitled to

WorkingTaxCreditandhavean annualgrossincomeof no
more than£16,190)

ÅWorkingTaxCreditrun-on - paidfor 4 weeksafter youstopqualifyingfor WorkingTaxCredit
ÅUniversalCredit- if you applyon or after 1 April 2018your householdearningsmust be lessthan

£7,400a year(after tax andnot includinganybenefitsyouget).

If youwould like to apply,pleasecontactFionaEastonfor anapplicationform via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friendsof Greyfriarsis an open and important communityof parent volunteersworkingalongside
the schooland teachersto benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aimsto ensurethe
besteducationalandenrichmentexperiencefor all its students. Friendsof Greyfriarsis a reflection
of the schoolin the wider community.

Byjoiningthe Friendsof Greyfriarsyou canhelp the schoolto build a far more effectiveandup-to-
date teachingand learningenvironment,for the benefit of all its students. Everyoneis welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors,past students, past parents, anyone and everyonewho cares
aboutthe school. Pleasejoin usandbea Friend.

If youareinterested,pleasecontactSophieUpellinivia: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary

11 - 17 November | Anti-bullying Week

11 November | Remembrance Service

12 November | Future Fest

14 November | Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening

21 November | KS5 Revision Video

26 November | Psychology Trip

28 November | Advent Reconciliation

4 December | Flu Vaccinations Years 7-11

SIMS Parent App ςDownload Now!
If you ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘalready done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enablesyou to view information
regardingyour child at school including their timetable,
achievements,reports and messagesfrom school. You
should have receivedan invitation email that you must
acceptandthis will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook,Twitter, Googleor
Microsoftusernameandpasswordto register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
SophieUpellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www .greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacanciesto view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon ςFri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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