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Dear families

Our Gospel passage this week, the story of the Widow and the Two Coins, challenges
us to reflect on humility, faithfulness, and true generosity. The widow, despite her
poverty, gave all she had to live on — not out of obligation, but from a heart filled
with trust and love. Her act reminds us that true giving is not measured by the
amount, but by the spirit in which it is offered. It is about giving all that we are able,
even when no one else sees or acknowledges it.

This story ties beautifully into our term theme of Solidarity. Like the widow, when we
offer what we can to our community — our time, our efforts, our care — we
strengthen the bonds between us. Solidarity calls us to see one another not through
the lens of comparison, but as companions on a shared journey. When we work for
and with each other, offering our best with humility, we build a community that is
richer and stronger for everyone.

With warm wishes for the weekend.
Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher
P.S. Don’t forget the Christmas Fair on 7th December. Save the date!

Our Year 7 Parents' Evening was a wonderful example of
acknowledging what has been given to the school community. Not only
by students, but also by their families and, of course, the staff in this
school. The spirit in which time, care and love were offered show our
community is one that bursts with pride and optimism. I was also
grateful to our 6th Form helpers, who served refreshments to the
community. It was a wonderful evening.

It was also wonderful to see Years 9 - 13 take part in Future Fest
this week. This event, as detailed below, is an inspiring event for
students to think about their futures. I am especially grateful to
the volunteers and to Miss Jess Manns. There also now seems to
be a tradition of one of the exhibitors being a former student of
mine or the school – as pictured – this is now a challenge for every
Future Fest!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: Mark 12:38-44

To view the St Edmund and St Fireside (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
The Gospel presents us with this striking contrast: the rich who give from their surplus
wealth to make themselves seen, and a poor woman, who without seeming to, offers every
little bit she has. Jesus praises the fact that this widow puts all she has into the treasury.
She has nothing left, but finds her everything in God. She is not afraid of losing the little she
has because she trusts in God’s abundance, and God’s abundance multiplies the joy of
those who give. The sound of her few coins is more beautiful than the grandiose offerings
of the rich, since they express a life sincerely dedicated to God, a faith that does not live by
appearances but by unconditional trust. Let us learn from her.

In the course of his teaching Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Beware of 
the scribes, who like to go around in long robes and accept 
greetings in the marketplaces, seats of honour in synagogues, and 
places of honour at banquets. They devour the houses of widows 
and, as a pretext recite lengthy prayers. They will receive a very 
severe condemnation.’ He sat down opposite the treasury and 
observed how the crowd put money into the treasury. Many rich

people put in large sums. A poor widow also came and put in two small coins worth a few cents. Calling 
his disciples to himself, he said to them, ‘Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the 
other contributors to the treasury. For they have all contributed from their surplus wealth, but she, from 
her poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole livelihood.

Lord, help us be like this faithful woman who gave all she had 
to you. When we are tempted to show off our faith, or give 
only when it's convenient, help us to remember her example: 

that true richness comes from giving all that we have. Help us 
when that is hard. May we feel close to you when we commit 

to such a sacrifice. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

That’s it for this week.  Happy reading, everyone! 

EXAMPLES: 

She has the most peculiar ideas.   What a peculiar smell!      [Cambridge Online Dictionary]

Remember, you can also suggest words that you want to introduce to your fellow students and staff 

at the school. 

26 students have already completed the non-fiction November scavenger hunt!

We’ll be running it until 29th November, so there’s still plenty of time to earn your Achievement 

Points and a chocolate!

Don’t forget to bring some interesting facts on your special bookmarks into the library, I can’t wait to 

learn what you know.

Library News | Miss Brett
It’s the best job in the world! Not only am I surrounded by lots and

lots of books, but also, more importantly, by wonderful students.

One morning a student came to me to teach her how to crochet an
octopus.. (it will make sense at the Christmas Fayre, so we hope to
see you there 😊). The student and I sat down on the sofa and
began our impromptu lesson.

20 minutes later…

Now, who will come and read

books with me?😊

Word of the Week: Peculiar 

(adjective)

Unusual and strange, sometimes in an unpleasant way.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Leadership Enrichment | Mrs
Reddy
Our Leadership Enrichment is now collecting

‘Christmas Donations’. Any donations should

be dropped into main reception and can

include: toys, games, books, jewellery,

clothes, shoes, toiletries, stationery and

wrapping paper. Let’s come together to make

this season memorable for everyone. Your

generosity truly makes a difference!

Thank you for your support.

Message for Years 10 and 11 |
Mr Strachan
We are entering a pivotal phase of the
academic year, as our Year 10 students
deepen their understanding of their GCSE
subjects and tackle new challenges with
determination. At the same time, our Year 11
students have received their results from the
recent mock exams.

We are proud to celebrate the significant
progress many have made and are here to
motivate those who feel they can achieve
even more. To all Year 11s: remember, there
is still ample time to strengthen your
performance. By staying focused, working
hard, and believing in your potential, you can
accomplish remarkable results.

As a school community, let us come together
to support all our Key Stage 4 students on
their journey to success!

Meanwhile, congratulations to the following
students who have exemplified excellence
through their outstanding accumulation of
positive behaviour points so far this year:

Well done!

YEAR 10

Safian 10SC – 241pts

Izzy 10JEM – 207pts

Mfoniso 10JML – 186pts

YEAR 11

Dylan 11MJ – 127pts

Nifemi 11WK – 166pts

Stuthi 11JS – 148pts

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Sparx Update | Mr Secker
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6th Form News | Mr Shaw
Sixth Form Leaders

Well done everyone!

Social Media Switch Off
The Sixth Form will be having a Switch Off Week from 8:45am on Monday 25th until 3:10pm on
Friday. They will be turning off social media to raise money for the charity, Young Minds. We are
hoping to raise £500 so that they can continue supporting young people and their parents through
challenging times. If we raise the money, we will be flooding the Sixth Form group spaces with
board games and card games during this week. It will also be a good reset and digital detox in the
week before PPE exams start. Staff are being encouraged to take part too. You can support our
students and staff through donations or encouraging them to take part in this challenge. Donations
can be made through Just Giving, here: https://bit.ly/3UNBLXV

Sixth form this week have
shown a great display of
leadership and kindness in
their new roles of 'Visible
Leaders'. Interest in helping
the younger years really has
been exceptional, with lots
of sixth formers signing up

for safeguard training. Identifiable by
their yellow lanyards, this week they have been
helping with Anti-bullying week, checking in
with the younger years, lending an ear and
listening to any potential problems.

It doesn't stop there
either, many
sixth formers will
continue to support
and mentor young
pupils both in terms
of well being and
academically throughout the remainder of the
year. These are the values that we want to
encourage and sixth form haven't disappointed in
their enthusiasm for helping others and the
school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://bit.ly/3UNBLXV


Careers | Miss Manns
Future Fest 2024
On Wednesday we welcomed over 50 volunteers that represented various employers, training
providers, Further Education and Higher Education institutions to our third annual Future Fest event.
We can't thank our volunteers enough for inspiring and sharing their knowledge with our Year 9-13
students. Students were able to engage in countless meaningful conversations to find out more
about the fantastic opportunities available to them in Oxfordshire and beyond.

We also want to thank our students for displaying the Greyfriars Way throughout the event. We
have had so many comments about how polite and engaged all of our students were. We are so
incredibly proud of how they represented themselves and the school.

Feedback is always important following any event. Miss Manns will be reaching out with a Google
Form to all staff, students, and parents/carers to collect your thoughts on how the event went and
how it can be improved for next year. If you have any further questions or suggestions, please send
them to: careers@gfcs.uk

For lots of useful information regarding careers, 
please click: 

OxLep Picks of the Week
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Book of the Week
Written by Lian G
Solitaire by Alice Oseman

Basketball Club Term 2 | Mr Roman
Our Basketball Club kicks off in Term two and welcomes all students—just drop by the Sports Hall, no 
registration needed.

Schedule

Mondays, 15:20 - 16:30: Girls, Years 7 & 8

Tuesdays, 15:20 - 16:30: Boys, Years 7 & 8

Tuesdays, 15:20 - 16:30: Boys, Years 9, 10 & 11

Bring your energy, enthusiasm, and a love for 
the game.

See you on court!

A deeper look into the world of

‘Heartstopper’ although this is

a novel written quite some

time before that series and

tackles some more in depth

and serious topics. It focuses

on Tori Spring, a girl who likes
to sleep and blog. It’s her own thoughts and it gets
insightful on how emotions flow through each
person. The book handles sensitive subjects with care
and makes the reader feel empathy. Perhaps so much
you’ll feel a need to cry! Overall it’s a wonderful read
and definitely worth the heartache.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary

21 November | KS5 Revision Video

28 November | Advent Reconciliation

4 December | Flu Vaccinations Years 7-11

4 December | Year 11 PPEs Begin

5 – 6 December | French Markets Trips

5 December | 6th Form Open Evening for Year 11 Students

11 December | The Story Museum trip

12 December | Christmas Lunch

SIMS Parent App – Download Now!
If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacancies to view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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