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Dear families

In our Gospel passage this week, Mark 13:24-32, Jesus speaks of great upheaval but
also offers reassurance. Even in times of uncertainty, His words remind us to trust in
God’s eternal promises and to remain watchful and hopeful. Just as the seasons
change, signalling new beginnings, we need to trust and hope in God’s plan and each
other. In our school community, this message inspires us to embrace challenges with
faith and hope and to support one another as we move through our journey and
adventure in Greyfriars.

With warm wishes for the weekend.
Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

There have been several adventures this week! Our Y11 Hospitality
GCSE group did their practical practice for the summer exam. It was
wonderful to see them be so creative and learn something really
practical for their exam and also for life. Their thought, skill and
presentation were excellent and they also learnt a lot for their GCSE
later in the year.

Another reason to be watchful and hopeful is the new
astroturf that is being renovated on site! Having a building
site brings some challenges, but the outcome will be such
a valuable resource for the school and our community
(hopefully, complete by the end of February). You can see
here our old astro rolled up, ready to be removed after
many years of faithful service.

It is also nearly time for our Christmas Fayre! We are so grateful
for all the contributions so far. It is our biggest fundraiser of the
year and so we do really appreciate and value the work that goes
into it – especially from our Christmas team! Here is Mrs Upellini
sorting some of our prizes. Please join us on 7th December for
some festive fun!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Greyfriars Remembrance Service

Every year, on the 11th Hour or the
11th Month, we hold our
Remembrance Service where we listen
to prayers and have a 2 minute silence
as a school community. This is a time
where we come together to collectively
remember those who have died. We
also pray for those affected by war and
pray for peace. It is rare as a school to
be able to come together as a collective

and really appreciate the power of sustained community silence and prayer. I am so
proud of students that they were able to do this to show such respect. I am also
grateful to Linda, Isabelle, Brian, Gabriel and Mr Turner, who all led the school
through this service.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: Mark 13:24-32

To view the St Edmund and St Fireside (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
What are we investing our lives in? On things that pass, such as money, success,
appearance, physical well-being? We will take away none of these things. The Word of
God warns us today: this world will pass away. And only love will remain. Here then is
some advice for making important choices. Before deciding, let us imagine that we are
standing in front of Jesus.We must decide in this way: always looking to eternity, looking
at Jesus. It may not be the easiest, but it will be the right one that is certain.

“Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days after that tribulation the
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the
stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in the heavens
will be shaken. ‘And then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in
the clouds' with great power and glory, and then he will send out
the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the end
of the earth to the end of the sky. ‘Learn a lesson from the fig tree.
When its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know
that summer is near. In the same way, when you see these things
happening, know that he is near, at the gates. Amen, I say to you, this generation will not pass
away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away. ‘But of that day or hour, no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son,
but only the Father.’”

God, help us to remember the things that truly matter in this life. Family, 
friends, love, You, they are what sustain us and give us nourishment. Help us 
see what is not important in our lives, so that we may focus on You instead. 

Open our hearts to you, to love, so that the world may remember the light that 
you bring. Keep us ever attentive. Amen.

Advent giving
Students are being asked to bring food items as an 
offering for advent where possible.  Students have 

been given specific days when their tutor group can 
take items to the chapel.  (Please ensure a ‘sell by 

date’ of 3 months. Thank you for your support.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Sports Results | Mr Dunne
On Monday our Year 7s faced Cheney School in a friendly match. It was only their second match of
the year as their County Cup campaign does not begin until after Christmas. It was a thrilling game,
with both goalkeepers being tested early on. Greyfriars went into the lead from a corner kick that
found its way into the back of the net via an own goal, before two quick-fire goals from Cheney
ensured they went into the half-time break with a 2-1 lead.

Greyfriars kept their heads up and regrouped, showing great character and determination. Max M
equalised shortly after the interval with a beautifully curved shot before Amarae restored Greyfriars
lead. Cheney pulled another one back to make it 3-3 but then Greyfriars lead was restored again by
Francis, before a free-kick from close to the half way line by Amarae put Greyfriars within touching
distance of victory. Cheney scored a consolation goal at the end with the final score being 4-5 in
favour of Greyfriars.

Players' player of the match: Amarae Managers' player of the match: Ky Ky

Message for KS4 | Mr Strachan
Congratulations to the following students who continue to demonstrate great behaviour and
academic achievement through their accumulation of positive behaviour points so far this year:

YEAR 10

Safian | 258pts
Izzy | 216pts
Mfoniso | 201pts

YEAR 11

Dylan | 142pts
Mel | 180pts
Stuthi | 162pts

Well done!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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That’s it for this week.  Happy reading, everyone! 

Library News | Miss Brett

Hello, Everyone! Just a couple of announcements today! 😊

The non-fiction November scavenger hunt will end on Wednesday

27th November. Thank you to all the students who took part. I hope

you had ass much fun as I did! If you haven’t done it yet, go and

have some fun finding out some weird and wonderful facts! Then

pop into the library to get your well-deserved chocolate.

We will be running our first Readathon for a week in December!
Make sure you have your reading eyes at the ready, so we can raise
money for children in hospital (and, hopefully, some resources for
our own library!).

Word of the week (not the easiest to pronounce,

in my opinion) | bequeath

verb – formal | To arrange for money or property

to be given to somebody after your death.

EXAMPLES:

Her father bequeathed her the family fortune in his

will.

Picasso bequeathed most of his paintings and

sculptures to Spain and France.

[Cambridge Online Dictionary]

Remember, you can also suggest words that you
want to introduce to your fellow students and staff
at the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Leadership Enrichment | Mrs
Reddy
Our Leadership Enrichment is now collecting

‘Christmas Donations’. Any donations should

be dropped into main reception and can

include: toys, games, books, jewellery,

clothes, shoes, toiletries, stationery and

wrapping paper. Let’s come together to make

this season memorable for everyone. Your

generosity truly makes a difference!

Thank you for your support.

Message for Year 8 and Year 9
| Mrs Reddy
Our assembly this week focussed on short and

long-term gains and the impact on school and

life in general. So, the message for our Year 8

and Year 9 students is that the decisions you

make now about behaviour, attitude to

learning, and attendance have lasting effects on

your future. Prioritising short-term gains, like

skipping homework or missing school for fun,

may seem harmless, but it can lead to gaps in

knowledge and missed opportunities.

On the other hand, consistent effort, positive

behaviour, and regular attendance builds habits

that lead to long-term success. Employers and

colleges value dedication and resilience,

qualities you develop through your actions

today. It is not about giving up all short-term

gains but balancing them. For example, enjoy a

movie or a video game after completing your

chores, homework or study session. Focus on

making choices that support your goals, and

you’ll set yourself up for a brighter future.

Students leading the way……

Y8 Y9
Nedia Faith B
Damir Yurume
Eleesha Aryan
Khadija Daniel O
Chris Khadijat
Holy-Karen Ahmad
Ivonia Nancy D
Tommi Dylan K
Mazvita Alyssa B-M

Thank you to the 

tutors for their 

ongoing support.

Keep on striving to be 

a better version of 

yourself Y8 and  Y9

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Careers | Miss Manns

For lots of useful information regarding careers, 
please click: 

OxLep Picks of the Week
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https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek191124?e=20e0a73c58
http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Basketball Club Term 2 | 
Mr Roman
Our Basketball Club kicks off in Term two
and welcomes all students—just drop by
the Sports Hall, no registration needed.
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Book of the Week
Crossing The Line by Tia Fisher

“Do you feel safe?” is the most powerful line I have
read in a while… I fully recommend this beautifully-
written story. Also, if you’re not a fan of pages that
are overcrowded with words, this is the book for
you as it’s written in verse that flows very nicely.
This makes it not only a powerful, but also a quick
read.

Wow! This book is really

powerful. It’s an award-

winning story that explores

how any teenager can be

swept up into county lines.

Erik, the main character, is a

regular teenage boy, but then

the pandemic hits and his dad

dies. That’s when his life

starts to fall apart.

Sixth Form News | Mr Shaw
Sixth formers and staff alike have shown great enthusiasm to put down their phones and switch off
all their social media feeds for a week. I am sure it will prove to be very insightful and having it just
before PPEs is a great revising bonus.

We would love it if you could share the donation link below with any friends and family as we are
trying to raise £500 for the 'Young Minds' charity who are helping young people to look after their
own mental health by offering support and advice.

So help us join the fight for better mental health support for young people and click...donate!

DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://bit.ly/3UNBLXV
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary

4 December | Flu Vaccinations Years 7-11

4 December | Year 11 PPEs Begin

5 – 6 December | French Markets Trips

5 December | 6th Form Open Evening for Year 11 Students

11 December | The Story Museum trip

11 December | Trinity College STEM Trip  

11 December | All’s Well That Ends Well Theatre Trip

12 December | Christmas Lunch

SIMS Parent App – Download Now!
If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacancies to view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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