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Dear families

This week, our Gospel reflection comes from John 18:33-37, where Jesus stands before
Pilate and is asked, "Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you
about me?" It is a profound moment, calling us to reflect on the importance of bearing
witness—of speaking for ourselves and standing in truth, even when it is difficult. Jesus
models the courage to remain authentic and steadfast, inspiring us to do the same in
our own lives. At Greyfriars, this message reminds us of the value of integrity and
staying true to our beliefs. Whether it’s in the classroom, on the sports field, or within
our friendships, we are called to be witnesses of faith, hope, and love, supporting one
another in our shared journey. This is our commitment to our community.

Finally, a quick update on our astroturf renovation: the project is progressing well, and
we are looking forward to having a renewed space for sport and recreation by
February. Thank you for your patience as we navigate the challenges of a building
site—it will be worth the wait!

As we head into the Advent season, let us reflect on our call to be true to ourselves
and our faith. May we continue to bear witness to God’s love in all that we do,
encouraging and supporting one another as we grow in faith and hope.

Wishing you a restful and blessed weekend,
Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

This week, our school community has been busy with many
wonderful activities that reflect this spirit of truth and witness.
With Advent just around the corner, we have been delighted to
have our Catholic Ambassadors leading prayers and reflection
for form groups in the chapel. They have led this beautifully.

Also, preparations are well underway for our Christmas Fayre
on 7th December. Thank you to everyone who has contributed
prizes, time, and energy to make this event so special. It’s a
wonderful opportunity for our community to come together in
joy and generosity.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: John 18:33b-37

To view the St Edmund and St Fireside (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
This past Sunday, we celebrated The Solemnity of Christ, King of the Universe which is set at
the conclusion of the liturgical year and recalls that the life of creation does not advance at
random, but concludes with Christ's eternal kingdom. Jesus initially responds to Pontius Pilate
that his kingship “is not of this world” (v. 36). It is evident from his entire life that Jesus does
not have political ambitions. Today Jesus asks us to allow him to become our king. A king who,
with his word, his example and his life immolated on the cross saved us from death.

Virgin Mary, please help us to welcome Jesus as the king of our life and to 
spread his kingdom by bearing witness to the truth which is love. Just as you 

said "yes" to God, and allowed Jesus to take shelter within you, so too let 
Christ come into our hearts. May He establish His kingdom there, so that we 

may go and spread His kingdom worldwide. Amen.

Advent giving
Students are being asked to bring food items as an 
offering for advent where possible.  Students have 

been given specific days when their tutor group can 
take items to the chapel.  (Please ensure a ‘sell by 

date’ of 3 months. 

Thank you for your support.

"Pilate said to Jesus, 'Are you the King of the Jews?' Jesus answered, 'Do you 
say this on your own or have others told you about me?' Pilate answered, 'I 
am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests handed you over to 
me. What have you done?' Jesus answered, 'My kingdom does not belong to 
this world. If my kingdom did belong to this world, my attendants would be 
fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my 
kingdom is not here.' So Pilate said to him, 'Then you are a king?’  Jesus 
answered, 'You say I am a king. For this I was born and for this I came into the 
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.'"

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Staff in the Spotlight!
This week sees the introduction of a new
section to our weekly newsletter where we get
the chance to find out a little bit more about our
teachers and support staff. We will focus on
one staff member each week and to kick us off,
here are some facts about Mr Dunne!

Star sign: Virgo

Favourite Meal: Chicken Wraps
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Mr Dunne

Sparx Update | Mr Secker

Favourite Film: Christmas | Elf
Non-Christmas | Toy Story Films

Favourite Book: Sir Alex Ferguson’s Autobiography

An interesting fact: I am currently studying a Masters in Education with Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities.

If I could have dinner with an historical figure or celebrity, it would be: Ben Lecomte - to ask why
he decided to swim across the Atlantic Ocean, what the experience was like and what kept him
going until the end. Also, to ask what marine life he encountered on his journey!

What I love about working in a school: The culture of celebrating success and the feeling of
belonging the school fosters makes it a lovely place to work. Because we are small in comparison to
other Oxford schools, we have the unique opportunity to know all of the students real well.

Fun Fact: I am a keen runner and love long hikes – especially up mountains!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Library News | Miss Brett

Hello, Everyone! I hope you’re wrapped up warm this week!

The non-fiction November scavenger hunt is officially FINISHED.

Thank you to all the students who took part.

We now move on to our December fun!

You can also come and write a little prayer

every day throughout Advent to be displayed

on our designated prayer panel.

Finally, we’ll have new

themes for the monthly art

competition, so come along

and show off your talent! We

have everything you need to

create your masterpiece😊.

Don’t forget that book

reviews are always welcome

too.

That’s it for now. See 
you in December!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Attendance Update| Dr Rogers
I would like to take my first contribution to the Greyfriars newsletter as an opportunity to discuss

the key issue of attendance. As part of my new role here I am proud to be the school’s ‘Attendance

Champion’.

At Greyfriars, brilliant attendance is central to our mission of championing every student so that they

can flourish individually and collectively.

Brilliant attendance is about knowledge: Our teachers plan and deliver a curriculum that is carefully

sequenced so that knowledge builds over time. Missing a lesson is like missing a chapter from a

book or an episode of a TV series – it makes it difficult to follow the overall story.

Brilliant attendance is about care: We are clear that our students are what makes this school. When

students are not here, we miss them and the contribution they make to our school community. We

also know that students who attend school regularly are able to make strong social connections and

friendships.

Brilliant attendance is about ambition: We are ambitious for all children to succeed. There is a very

well-established link between brilliant attendance and brilliant academic outcomes.

For those students and families who may be struggling with their attendance, myself and our

dedicated pastoral teams are very keen to work with you. We have lots of support we can offer.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s form tutor, head of year or our wonderful

Attendance Officer - Ms Whyte.

I am really looking forward to celebrating with student’s their brilliant attendance in our upcoming

achievement assemblies at the end of term.

Message for Year 7 | Mr Weedon
It has been another busy week with some great work being done by our anti-bullying team. They
have been sharing information about how to safeguard ourselves and each other and modelling how
we should treat each other.

Top Achievement Points This Week
7TT - Tatenda and Eve

7RM - Anne-Marie and Nicole
7LS - Azzouz and Emily
7BM - Roisin and Maria

I managed to visit Ms Shirley’s
maths lesson this week and
saw some very neat work
being done – well done!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Leadership Enrichment | Mrs Reddy
Our Leadership Enrichment is now collecting ‘Christmas

Donations’. Any donations should be dropped into main

reception and can include: toys, games, books, jewellery,

clothes, shoes, toiletries, stationery and wrapping paper. Let’s

come together to make this season memorable for everyone.

Your generosity truly makes a difference!

Thank you for your support.

Message for 6th

Form | Mr Shaw
Best of luck for the Sixth
Form PPEs
From Wednesday 4th through
to 11th December Year 12 and
13 will be sitting their PPE
exams. We know this can be
an extremely stressful time
but obviously we wish them
all the best of luck and some
extremely productive revision
during their study leave.

We hope their grades reflect
the great effort they have
been making this first term of
their A -levels.

Thursday 5th December
Sixth Form Open Evening.
All of our Year 11s and their
families are invited to join us
from 18:00 - 20:00 for our
Sixth Form Open Evening.

Feel free to come along and
meet the subject heads and
sixth form leaders to find out
about all the courses we will
be offering next year. It's a
great opportunity to see how
Greyfriars can help you on
your academic journey into
university and beyond.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Basketball Club Term 2 | 
Mr Roman
Our Basketball Club kicks off in Term two
and welcomes all students—just drop by
the Sports Hall, no registration needed.
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Book of the Week | By Lian G
The Phantom of the Opera by Gaston Leroux

Sixth Form Switch Off Update | Mr Shaw
Sixth formers and staff alike have shown great enthusiasm to put down their phones and switch off
all their social media feeds for a week. I am sure it will prove to be very insightful and having it just
before PPEs is a great revising bonus.

We would love it if you could share the donation link below with any friends and family as we are
trying to raise £500 for the 'Young Minds' charity who are helping young people to look after their
own mental health by offering support and advice.

So help us join the fight for better mental health support for young people and click...donate!

DONATE

A gothic classic and
household name. Even
if you’ve seen the
musical ten times over
before, you’ll want to
read the book behind
the genius. It holds
themes of romance
and obsession, sure,
but it also features
many questions of
belonging and
companionship. It is a
tragic sort of tale and
feeds into the mystery
of the opera ghost
more and more. It is actually quite dark as well and
surprisingly somewhat amusing. It’s a thrilling read
and most definitely a timeless tale!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://bit.ly/3UNBLXV
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Teaching and Learning Update | Mr Dingley
As we approach the PPEs (Pre-Public Examinations), I wanted to remind our students of effective
revision strategies to ensure they feel confident and prepared. At Greyfriars Catholic School, we
encourage simple, effective techniques that build long-term memory and exam readiness. One of
the most powerful methods is Look, Cover, Write, Check.
Here’s how it works:

1. Look: Choose a specific topic or section to focus on. Read through your notes, textbook, or
revision guide carefully, paying close attention to key facts, definitions, or steps.

2. Cover: Hide the information from view—this step helps your brain actively retrieve what you’ve
learned.

3. Write: On a blank piece of paper or whiteboard, jot down everything you remember about the
topic. Don’t worry if you can’t recall everything—it’s part of the process!

4. Check: Compare what you’ve written to your original notes. Identify what you got right and what
you missed, and focus on revisiting those gaps in your next session.

This method is highly effective because it combines active recall (retrieving information from
memory) with immediate feedback, which strengthens learning. It’s ideal for vocabulary, formulas,
timelines, and any other information students need to commit to memory. To get the best results:

•Break revision into manageable chunks—focus on one topic at a time.

•Regularly revisit previously covered material to reinforce learning.

•Pair this method with other techniques, like flashcards or practice questions, to build exam
confidence.

We encourage all our students to give Look, Cover, Write, Check a try as part of their revision toolkit.
Students should have access to all their knowledge organisers for their upcoming exams on Satchel.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/


Careers | Miss Manns

For lots of useful information regarding careers, 
please click: 

OxLep Picks of the Week
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Dates for your Diary

4 December | Flu Vaccinations Years 7-11

4 December | Year 11 PPEs Begin

5 – 6 December | French Markets Trips

5 December | 6th Form Open Evening for Year 11 Students

11 December | The Story Museum trip

11 December | Trinity College STEM Trip  

11 December | All’s Well That Ends Well Theatre Trip

12 December | Christmas Lunch

SIMS Parent App – Download Now!
If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacancies to view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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