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Dear families

As we enter the new liturgical calendar, the Gospel of Luke reminds us of a profound
truth: in God's time, every ending marks a new beginning. This week’s Gospel invites
us to reflect on the coming of Jesus into our lives, not just as a historical event but as
an ever-present reality that calls us to renewal and hope. The Advent season, a time of
preparation, is a perfect moment for us to reflect on how we as a community can
nurture this flourishing. We are called to be a light for one another.

Wishing you a joyful weekend.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

In our school, this message resonates deeply with our
mission to champion our students to flourish both
individually and collectively. Each term, each year, each
small milestone our students achieve is not just the
closing of one chapter but the opening of another. There
have been many milestones and opened chapters this
week! Whether it’s the journey towards exams for our
Year 11, 12 and 13 students, joining Open Evening for 6th
form, or the journey to French markets on a school trip,
we are grateful for all of the people who help us achieve. I
am grateful to some dedicated staff (and Malcolm the
coach driver) pictured here at 530am on Thursday
morning just about to take our French trip. I know I
remember my school trips and this is an important
milestone.

A final reminder that it is our Christmas Fayre on Saturday. Our Christmas Fayre is our
biggest fundraising event for the year. There are stalls, food to buy and a HUGE raffle
to get involved in. We hope you or your children are able to make it to have a good
time and support our school.

Thank you for your continued support of Greyfriars and our shared mission to see
every child grow in faith and knowledge.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: Luke 21:25-28 | 34-36

To view the St Edmund and St Fireside (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
This week is the beginning of Advent, the liturgical time which prepares us for Christmas,
inviting us to open our hearts to welcome Jesus. During Advent we do not just live in
anticipation of Christmas; we are also called to rekindle the anticipation of the glorious return
of Christ — when he will return at the end of time. During these four weeks we are called to
leave behind a routine way of life and to go forth, nourishing hope, nourishing dreams for a
new future. In the Bible, the voices of the prophets are especially revealing to us of the future:
it is Jesus who comes and whom we await.

Advent giving
Students are being asked to bring food items as an 
offering for advent where possible.  Students have 

been given specific days when their tutor group 
can take items to the chapel.  (Please ensure a ‘sell 

by date’ of 3 months. 

Thank you for your support.

"Jesus said to his disciples: 'There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and 
the stars,  and on earth nations will be in dismay, perplexed by the roaring 
of the sea and the waves. People will die of fright in anticipation of what 
is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory. But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise 
your heads because your redemption is at hand. 'Beware that your hearts 
do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties 
of daily life, and that day catch you by surprise like a trap. For that day will

assault everyone who lives on the face of the earth. Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the 
strength to escape the tribulations that are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man.'"

Lord Jesus, as we move together through Advent, reveal yourself anew as the 
Lover who comes to us gently, bringing everlasting delight. Holy Spirit, claim 

all that is most precious to us. 
Make in us something beautiful, something new. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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We are looking 
forward to 

seeing 
everyone 

tomorrow for 
some festive 

fun at our 
Christmas 

Fayre

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Bug Fight | Dr Dillon

Mrs Upellini, 
School Business Manager

Star sign: Cancer

Favourite Book: Harry Potter

Pet: A Cockapoo called Jessie

Favourite Meal: Lasagne, salad and chocolate
cake!

Favourite Film: Paddington Bear – A good
family film

Favourite Holiday Spot: Monaco, France – one of the most beautiful places I have been.

An interesting fact: I enjoy sport, especially swimming and running.

If I could have dinner with an historical figure or celebrity, it would be: Michael McIntyre – he
makes me laugh!

What I love about working in a school: Making a difference to the children, staff and parents.

Last week our Yr9, Yr10
and Yr11 Science
students participated in
BUG FIGHT!. This was a
workshop, run by the
Chemistry Department

from Oxford University, where students found
out about Antimicrobial Resistance and what
Oxford researchers are doing to combat this
growing concern. Our Greyfriars Scientists
investigated how potential new drugs can save
our antibiotics!

Students who took part have been asked to
complete the survey below – just use the QR
code.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Anti-bullying Update| Mr Masterson and the Anti-bullying
Ambassadors
In a powerful initiative aimed at promoting goodness and

understanding, Year 7 and Year 8 students are participating in a

series of anti-bullying workshops designed to tackle bullying

head-on, raise awareness, and provide students with the tools

to make a positive impact in their school community. This was

after a week of assemblies led by the pupil anti-bullying

ambassadors.

The workshops, held last week, focused on educating students

about the different forms of bullying—both physical and

emotional—and the long-lasting effects they can have on

individuals. Students have also learnt about the difference

between conflict and bullying and have started to understand

how to respond and de-escalate conflict.

Throughout the sessions, pupil and staff experts in youth mental health and conflict resolution led

engaging activities that emphasised empathy, respect, and inclusion. The workshops also provided a

safe space for students to express their thoughts on bullying, fostering an environment of trust and

solidarity.

The workshops also featured interactive role-playing exercises, where students were put in real-life

scenarios to practice conflict resolution techniques. The aim was to empower students to become

allies in their school community, equipped with the skills to help diffuse situations and support their

peers.
The workshop series is due to culminate at the end of the

term whereby pupils will take part in a pledge ceremony,

where students from both year groups signed a collective

commitment to stand up against bullying and create a more

inclusive school culture.

As the school year progresses, the lessons learned in these
workshops are expected to continue resonating with students,
ensuring that the message of respect, goodness, and
understanding remains at the forefront of Greyfriars Catholic
School.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 10 and Year 11 | Mr Strachan
Year 11 PPEs
This week, our Year 11 students embarked on their first round of mock exams with great success,
beginning with English Language and Maths papers on Wednesday. Their focus and maturity have
been truly commendable, reflecting their determination to excel as they prepare for their GCSEs.
Mock exams will run until the 13th of December, and we wish all Year 11 students the very best
as they approach the final six months of their statutory education.

Year 10 Work Experience
For Year 10 students, this week’s assembly introduced the exciting and pivotal topic of Work
Experience, scheduled for June 2025. While it may seem far away, preparation is a year-long
process expertly guided by the indefatigable Miss Manns. Students are encouraged to begin
considering potential placements now. Year 10s, speak with your parents, family, and friends
about your future career aspirations—they may offer valuable advice and suggestions for your
work experience choices. Meanwhile, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach
out to Miss Manns or me for support.

Achievement
Finally, I’d like to highlight and celebrate the following Year 10 and Year 11 students for their
outstanding behaviour and achievements. Over the past week, they have exemplified what it
means to be ready, respectful, safe, and hardworking. Their commitment has been reflected in
the impressive number of Achievement Points they’ve earned so far this term:

Thank you all for your continued effort and dedication!

Most points so far this term in Year 10

10JM - Izzy

10JMU - Mfoniso

10SC - Safian

Most points so far this term in Year 11

11JS - Stuthi

11MJ - Phoebe

11WK - Nifemi

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Library News | Miss Brett
Hello, Everyone! This week see our Library 

in pictures:

Advent (Prayer)

Calendar. Every day

students can write

new mini prayers and

stick them up. AND

THEY DO😊.

We are also running

our daily Dingbat

competitions and have

had some happy

winners already.

Feel free to come and peruse our Christmas displays, there’s

something for everyone!

I’d like to encourage all the school artists to take part in the art

competition. We have everything you need to create your

masterpiece😊.

We never say “no” to book reviews either. Take part and you’re in

for a chance to win a prize!

And, finally, next week we’re having our READATHON, so have

your reading eyes at the ready! Can you spend more time reading

for pleasure next week than Miss Brett?

Let’s find out!

Ps. I am a very slow, but determined reader😊.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Leadership Enrichment |
Mrs Reddy
Our Leadership Enrichment is now

collecting ‘Christmas Donations’. Any

donations should be dropped into main

reception and can include: toys, games,

books, jewellery, clothes, shoes, toiletries,

stationery and wrapping paper. Let’s come

together to make this season memorable

for everyone. Your generosity truly makes

a difference!

Thank you for your support.

Sparx Update | Mr Secker

Well done everyone!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Our Big Give Christmas Campaign is Now Live
Please help us to reach our target of £20,000 helping us to provide more support to children 

and young people who desperately need it.  

We are delighted to have been championed by The Childhood Trust who are match funding 
our campaign.  

All donations made via The Big Give will be doubled – making double the difference!

£5 doubled by Big Give to £10
pays for two pots of high quality paint for our sessions

£25 doubled by Big Give to £50
pays for one child to attend an art as therapy session

£100 doubled by Big Give to £200
pays for a specialist facilitator for a day

£200 doubled by Big Give to £400
pays for one child to attend at the bus for a term

£500 doubled by Big Give to £1000
pays for breakfast for 50 children

Please DONATE NOW for twice the impact!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://donate.biggive.org/campaign/a056900002TPTbrAAH?c=54545&mc_cid=672fa03b93&mc_eid=4bacbc3567
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Message for Year 8 and Year 9 | Mrs Reddy
Upon reflection of the values that shape our school community,

humility, gratitude, and appreciation stand out as powerful

guiding principles. Practicing humility means acknowledging

that everyone has something valuable to offer, learning to

listen, and valuing the perspectives of others without

arrogance. Gratitude encourages us to focus on the positives,

recognising the kindness we receive and expressing thanks for

even the smallest gestures. Appreciation deepens our sense of

connection by celebrating the strengths and efforts of those

around us.

For Years 8 and 9, embracing this culture starts with daily

actions: thanking teachers and peers, showing respect in our

interactions, and recognising the contributions of others

without comparison. Simple acts, such as holding doors open,

offering compliments, or volunteering to help, can create a

ripple effect.

Making this culture infectious requires leading by example.

When we model humility, gratitude, and appreciation, others

naturally feel inspired to do the same. Peer influence is

powerful so let us flood our school by encouraging kindness

and inclusion, celebrating others’ successes, and addressing

negativity with positivity.

A heartfelt thank you to our Year 8 and 9 students and their

families for their generous contributions to the Leadership

enrichment Christmas appeal.

Students leading the way…

Year 8 Year 9
Alexandra E Faith B
Damir Yurume
Eleesha Progress
Khadija Daniel O
Izzy Khadijat
Holy-Karen Victoria A
Amna Fanasia
Nedia Dylan K
Mazvita Phoebe
Saba Oscar K

Congratulations to all 

students with 100% 

attendance.

Thank you to the tutors for 

their ongoing support.

Keep on striving to be a 

better version of yourself Y8 

and Y9!

Y12 and Y13 PPEs | Ms McCabe
PPE exams continue next week. The students have made an excellent start to these exams.

Lessons resume for Y12 and Y13 students on Thursday 12th December.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Basketball Club Term 2 | 
Mr Roman
Our Basketball Club kicks off in Term two
and welcomes all students—just drop by
the Sports Hall, no registration needed.
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Book of the Week | By Lian G
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe by CS 
Lewis

Another classic and

whimsical tale. It’s

exciting and filled with

adventure, choices and

a few twists too. The

characters are all

fleshed out with

complex motivations

and earnest traits.

Making it an absolute

treat to read of their

actions throughout the

book and seeing how

the plot plays out. Even if you’re not reading all the
‘Chronicles of Narnia’ this is still brilliant as a stand-
alone.

Sixth Form Open Evening | Ms McCabe
We were delighted to welcome our Year 11 students and their families to our Sixth Form Open
Evening on last night. Students had an opportunity to speak to teachers and Sixth Form students and
learn about subjects they have not had the opportunity to study at GCSE such as Philosophy and
Ethics, Film Studies and Economics.

Applications for our Sixth Form are now open! The application form can be found on the Greyfriars 
School website via the Join Us tab, Join Our Sixth Form or you can follow this link.

The deadline for applications is 31st January 2025.

I look forward to Y11 being part of the exciting journey of our Sixth Form as we continue building an
excellent KS5 provision for students.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/join-our-sixth-form
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Exams Update | Dr Rogers
I’ve been really impressed by the way in which Years 11, 12 and 13 have started their PPEs this
week. These are always an intense period of time for students but we are proud of our student’s
resilience and determination in facing up to this challenge.

Mock exams, or Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs), are an important part of the learning process in
school for the older year groups. While they might feel stressful, they serve several key purposes
that help students succeed in their final exams.

Firstly, PPEs give students a chance to experience what it's like to take real exams in a controlled
setting. This helps reduce anxiety and builds confidence, as students become familiar with the exam
format, timing, and expectations.

Secondly, mock exams provide valuable feedback. Teachers can identify areas where students might
need more support, and students can see where they need to improve. This allows time for revision
and targeted study before the final exams.

Lastly, PPEs help with revision strategies. By taking mock exams, students learn how to manage their
time, handle pressure, and approach different types of questions. These skills are crucial for success
in the final exams.

In summary, mock exams are not just a practice run; they are a crucial tool for helping students
prepare, improve, and perform their best in their final exams.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/


Careers | Miss Manns

For lots of useful information regarding careers, 
please click: 

OxLep Picks of the Week
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3.30pm – 4.30pm

https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek031224?e=20e0a73c58
http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

Dates for your Diary

11 December | The Story Museum trip

11 December | Trinity College STEM Trip  

11 December | All’s Well That Ends Well Theatre Trip

12 December | Christmas Lunch

12 December | Cowley Festival Tree Decorating

17 December | Advent Reconciliation

18 December | Imperial War Museum Trip

19 December | Christmas Service Concert

SIMS Parent App – Download Now!
If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacancies to view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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