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Dear families

As we approach the final full week of 2024 and prepare for Christmas, let us take a moment to
reflect on the profound meaning of this sacred season. Christmas is not just a time of
celebration but also one of deep spiritual significance, reminding us of the transformative
power of hope, love, and service to others. As Pope Francis reflects, ‘the poverty of the
manger shows us where the true riches in life are to be found: not in money and power, but in
relationships and persons.’ Just as Christ was born in the humblest of places, His message is for
all, especially those in difficult circumstances. This is the message we carry into our final week
of term.

This week’s Gospel reminds us of John the Baptist’s powerful message: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord’ (Luke 3:4). John’s words connect us to the prophet Isaiah, who centuries earlier spoke of
‘a voice in the wilderness’. Isaiah uses the image of a bumpy road filled with potholes and hills,
urging us to make it smooth and straight so the Lord can easily come to us. But Isaiah isn’t
talking about fixing physical roads — he’s asking us to repair our hearts. This is a time to clear
out anything that gets in the way of welcoming God into our lives: selfishness, anger, or
neglect of others. By smoothing the path within ourselves, we make space for God to fill us
with His love and light.

May this holy season bring you and your families abundant blessings, peace, and joy. On
behalf of everyone at Greyfriars, I wish you a merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

As we conclude this year, we remain focused on our mission,
finishing 2024 with hard work and a spirit of gratitude: making sure
we are living life to the fullest. I am so grateful to our school
community for being so willing to give so much. Our Christmas Fair
was a testament of our community. In our final days of term, we
will come together to celebrate all we have achieved, reflecting on
how we have lived out our values of knowledge, care, and
ambition in our shared journey.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight!”, John the Baptist tells us. We prepare
the way of the Lord and make his paths straight when we examine our conscience, when we
think about our attitudes, in order to eliminate sinful manners which are not from God:
success at all costs; power at the detriment of the weak; the desire for wealth; pleasure at any
price. May the Virgin Mary help us to prepare ourselves for the encounter with this ever
greater Love, which is what Jesus brings and which, on Christmas night, becomes very very
small, like a seed fallen on the soil. And Jesus is this seed: the seed of the kingdom of God.

Advent giving
Next week is the final deadline for bringing in food items to Mr. Greer. All
proceeds will go to the Community Emergency Food Bank. The amount of
food we've collected so far is simply incredible -- there's barely any room left
under the tree! Keep up the good work. This really does reflect the Christmas
spirit of giving. Well done Greyfriars students for living out your Catholic Social
Teaching to the fullest.

“In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch 
of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, during 
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son 
of Zechariah in the desert. John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the 
book of the words of the prophet Isaiah: A voice of one crying out in the desert: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley shall be filled and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding roads shall be made 
straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God.’

God, would you shape our lives according to your will. Lower the mountains 
and raise the valleys, causing such change beyond what we could even imagine. 
Help to wake us up, so that we may love you before all other things. Shape the 
world according to your kingdom, so that justice may reign everywhere. In this 

second week of advent, let us see just how strong your love really is. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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French Markets Trip to Lille| Ms Parish
53 Greyfriars students had an early start last Thursday to set off on a trip to Lille to visit the
Christmas market. Our students were very excited by the windy ferry crossing, for many it was their
first time crossing the channel.

When we arrived in Lille, we were straight into the joys of the Christmas market with the students
exploring the stalls and having hot chocolates , churros and some riding the ferris wheel!

After the early start and long day, we made our way to our hostel for the night and enjoyed a team
quiz hosted by our very own Mr Dunne!

On Friday, we had a tour of the city and experienced some of the culture of the beautiful city and the
students particularly enjoyed visiting the cathedral. We had another chance for some last minutes
Christmas market shopping before we made it back to the ferry, crossing the channel just in time to
avoid storm Darragh!

We were very proud of our students who were all exceptionally well-behaved – this was actually
commented on by several people – they are a credit to the school. A great time was had by all –
keep your eyes open for news of the Christmas markets trip 2025!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Y12 Wanamaker Theatre at Shakespeare’s Globe: All’s Well That 
Ends Well | Ms Caldwell
We had a delightful time at the Wanamaker Theatre (part of Shakespeare’s Globe) on Thursday
night. The theatre is modelled on Blackfriars Theatre, used by the Shakespeare theatre company in
1609. It is lit entirely by candlelight and is my favourite theatre. It is wonderful to see Shakespeare
performed in an almost authentic space. It was a great production and we even had a bit of time for
a stroll on the Southbank too. We were walking in Shakespeare’s footsteps.

Perhaps it should have been titled All’s Well that Starts Well though…
Unfortunately, the roads were closed on the way home so it did make
for a very late / early morning arrival back to school. Not the ending
that we hoped for, but it did start very well!

We had our Christmas lunch on Thursday. It’s a joyful feast
and a logistical feat! We are really grateful to Chef Mike and
the Kitchen Team – pictured here – who worked so carefully
to ensure students had a great lunch. I enjoyed working with
Mrs Upellini – like Santa’s Elves – to serve up the dinner too.

I am also grateful to all the staff who helped seat so many
students and who sang along to our Christmas hits. Mr
Strachan is always ready for a smiley selfie; here we are
having just rocked around the Christmas tree! Our festive
singing was led by our Y12s karaoke team who were leading
the festive vibe. Last Christmas is still a favourite it seems. It
was joyful! A real Christmas treat.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 8 and Year 9 | Mrs Reddy
As the term comes to an end, we celebrate the joy and spirit of Christmas as a time to give, receive,

and appreciate. Reflect on the blessings in your life: the gifts you receive, the food on your table, and

the hard work of your parents. Show love, kindness, care, respect, and support to those around you,

creating happiness in your homes. It's a time to reflect on what we have and to share generously

with those in need. Your kind donations have brought joy and smiles to many, and we are deeply

thankful for your support. Let’s continue to show appreciation for the blessings we receive and

extend care to others.

A special shout-out goes to all students who participated in the leadership enrichment program.

Whether your role was big or small, your efforts made this accomplishment possible. Together,

we’ve made a difference this holiday season. Thank you!

What a busy and rewarding term it has been! Thank you for your dedication and hard work Y8 and

Y9. Wishing you a joyful festive season, and we look forward to seeing you rested and ready in the

new year.

Christmas Fair!
Our Christmas Fair was a resounding success, raising nearly £1,800 for the school. This is helping us
to reduce costs of a production in the summer: more details to follow. It was a joyful community
event featuring Father Christmas, a fantastic raffle, mulled wine, and an array of craft stalls.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to making this community event so special! We are
especially grateful to the Christmas team, who organised it, and the families, staff and students who
supported it on the day. You are the school!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Book of the Week | By Lian G
Moonlocket by Peter Bunzl

A moving story of

courage and *heart. It

follows two young

children’s journey

through a city we can

only wonder about. A

thrilling chase and even

more action makes this

story a marvel in the

‘Cogheart’ universe. It

brings importance to

themes of family, trust

and bravery. Very much

a worth-it read for any

steampunk fans and those who love a good puzzle 
now and then.

SmartSTEMs at Trinity
College | Mr Dunne
On Wednesday a small group of Year 9
girls had the opportunity to attend
Trinity College and Jesus College for a
SmartSTEMs event, which was run in
partnership with Scottish Southern
Electric Network (SSEN).

The girls got to experience a panel
session with Q&A which included a
former EPNE Apprentice at SSEN, a
project director, a senior project
manager and the head of SEPD
(Southern Electric Power Distribution),
where each individual shared a bit of
information from their background and
how they got into their line of work.

They then got to attend two workshops,
one which involved the girls creating
their own grid of power, and the second
one involved them fitting some electric
cable under water, where they had to
plan carefully how they could do so
without disturbing the basking shark
and seal!

The day then finished with a tour of
Trinity and Jesus college before a raffle
at the end where Ketrin won a £50
voucher!

It provided a great insight into STEM as
a whole and offered many opportunities
for the girls to engage and interact with
other people with a shared interest.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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A Christmas Message for Year 10 and Year 11 | Mr Strachan
Christmas is, without a doubt, my favourite time of the year—not just for the twinkling festive
lights out on display, the delicious treats we might indulge in, or the joy of exchanging gifts. For
me, it’s a time of reflection and gratitude, a reminder of the greatest gift of all: the gift of
salvation. Christ our Lord came to us as a child, lived a life filled with love and purity, and gave the
ultimate sacrifice for us. What an extraordinary act of love!

This season gives us the chance to follow His example and share that love with those around us.
So, I encourage you to take a moment to reach out to a vulnerable loved one, offer the precious
gift of your time, and cherish the moments you spend with family and friends. Sometimes, the
simplest acts of kindness—like helping Mum and Dad around the house—can mean more than
any wrapped present under the tree.

I wish all of Year 10 & 11 the most wonderful and restful Christmas. Take time to recharge, enjoy
the festivities, and reflect on the blessings around you.

Before I go, I’m thrilled to announce that some of our students are in the running for the most
Achievement Points this term! The winners will be revealed in our end of term celebration
assembly next week!! Those that are in contention to win are:

•Year 10: Safian, Izzy and Mfoniso
•Year 11: Phoebe, Nifemi & Amy

Merry Christmas to you all!

Message for Year 7 | Mr Weedon
What an amazing effort from students in Y7 this term! The
dedication that my students have shown in the past weeks is
outstanding. A highlight for me has been the response to Girls
Netball as we have around 16-20 students turning up every
week. Excitingly, we will be playing fixtures in the new year.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Y7 tutors for all
their hard work and dedication to the students in their forms.

Finally, I wish everyone a fantastic and safe Christmas, and
look forward to our last week together before the
break. Many thanks and Merry Christmas!

Tutor Group Achievement Points 
Term 2

Miss Millers Group - 5582
Miss Tokaji Group - 5192
Miss Moss Group - 4020
Mr Scott's Group - 3940

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Teaching & Learning | Mr Dingley
At Greyfriars Catholic School, we are committed to
empowering students to be effective learners. Part of this
mission involves dispelling common myths about how we
learn, and one of the most enduring misconceptions is
the idea of learning styles.

For years, people believed that individuals learn best
when teaching matches their preferred style—whether
visual, auditory, or kinaesthetic. While it’s true that we all
have preferences, research shows that these preferences
have little to no impact on how well we actually learn.
The reality is that effective learning happens through
strategies that engage our brains in deep processing of
information, regardless of the mode of delivery. Here’s
what really works:

•Active Engagement: Learning is most effective when
students actively engage with the material—through
discussion, questioning, or practice—not just passively
listening or reading.

• Spaced Repetition: Revisiting information over time
helps consolidate it in long-term memory.

•Retrieval Practice: Testing yourself on what you’ve
learned strengthens your ability to recall it later.

Believing in learning styles can sometimes limit students,
making them feel they “can’t” learn in a particular way. At
Greyfriars, we encourage students to embrace varied
learning methods and focus on proven techniques that
work for all.

This week we have been focusing on active listening,
discussing with students in assembly about how sitting
up, having hands free and looking at the speaker will help
them to fully engage with what is being said. We know
that this will help students learn more effectively.

Cowley Festival of Trees
| Mr Greer

The students had fun decorating the
big tree, bringing baubles they had
made with Ms Brett, and making new
baubles with materials the church
provided. A few also took advantage
of being in a church and lit prayer
candles for loved ones. Biscuits and
squash were given by church
members as gratitude for our help. A
yearly tradition that will certainly
continue!

On Thursday,
Ms. Brett and I
took some of
our Catholic
Life
Ambassadors
and Student
Librarians to
help a local
church

decorate for their Cowley
Christmas Tree Festival. St. James's
Church hosts trees and decorations
from schools and charities across
Cowley, and there was a wonderful
festive atmosphere

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Rest and Recharge: Finding the Balance this Christmas Break | Dr
Rogers
The Christmas holidays are almost here, a time to relax, recharge, and enjoy time with family and
friends. After a busy term, it’s important to give yourself a well-deserved break. Resting during the
holidays helps to refresh your mind and body, so you can return to school feeling energized and
ready to take on new challenges.

However, while it's tempting to take a complete break from everything, it’s also helpful to balance
your relaxation with a little bit of schoolwork. You don’t need to spend hours each day studying, but
setting aside some time to review notes, finish assignments, or get ahead on reading can make the
return to school much smoother. It’s all about finding a balance that works for you—allowing time to
rest while keeping your academic goals on track.

For students in exam years, teachers will be setting around one and a half hours of homework per
subject. Sprinkling this homework throughout the break will help you stay sharp without sacrificing
relaxation.

Wishing you a wonderful, restful Christmas break, I look forward to seeing students back in school
recharged and ready for the new year!

Advent Chapel Services | Mr Greer
This term, every tutor group has had the
opportunity to run a chapel service. The readings,
script, prayers, and activities were all designed by
students. Everything was read out loud by the
student leaders, and they took great pride in
getting to lead their classmates through a time of
worship and reflection.

This will become a regular feature in terms to
come.

Well done to the Catholic Life Ambassadors
especially!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Library News | Miss Brett
Hello, Everyone! Just look at our Advent prayers panel. Isn’t it

looking wonderful?

Our students have been very busy 😊. Our

daily Dingbat competition is still on, so don’t

forget to take part and you might just win a

book!

We are also running the Readathon this week
(until Sunday! 😊) and have chosen some
books for you to read if you’re not sure what
to pick.

If you are able, read and donate some pennies

for children in hospitals. If not, just read and see

if you can spend more time reading than Miss

Brett this week, and then carry on reading!

BECAUSE…

Finally, our art and review competitions are still

open! Come on, have a go!

Word of the week

As we’re about to celebrate the birth of Jesus

Christ, the word of the week is:

[verb] to feel or show great happiness about something.

Example:  Everyone rejoiced at the news of His birth.

[Cambridge Online Dictionary]

That’s it for now. Have a happy, healthy, and 

peaceful Christmas!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News | Mr Shaw

Mrs Easton 
PA to the Headteacher

Star sign: Sagittarius

Favourite Book: A Thousand Splendid Suns,
Khaled Hosseini

Pet: A tortoise called Winston

Favourite Meal: Anything Mexican!

Favourite Film: Titanic – I’ve watched this film
at least 50 times and I still love it!

Favourite Holiday Spot: For a bit of summer sun I love Greece with its good food and beautiful
beaches but I love a winter weekend in Poland too!

An interesting fact: I love cooking!

What I love about working in a school: Every day is different and never boring. And, I love to see
students flourish.

Santa Fun Run
On Friday the 20th
sixth form are
hosting their annual
Santa Fun Run. So
sixth formers will be
donning their Santa
hats and walking,
jogging or even
skipping around the
school grounds and
Florence Park.

We have a food donations box in the sixth
form office and are accepting any non-
perishable food donations and on the last day
of term some sixth formers will join Mr Greer
to take our donations to Oxford Community
Emergency Foodbank.

PPEs
We would also like to congratulate the sixth
form on completing their PPE exams this
week. It's been a tough week but behaviour
has been exemplary and hopefully results will
reflect the hard work that has been done.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Careers | Miss Manns

For lots of useful 
information regarding 

careers, 
please click: 

OxLep Picks of the Week
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3.30pm – 4.30pm

Careers in Focus Enrichment
Over the past four weeks, we have met four different hard working people who have cleared
their agenda to tell us about their career experience. We met Dennis, from Morgan Sindall, Sophie
who works as a GP, Annabelle who works for KEEN Oxford and Rachel from the NASIO Trust. I really
enjoyed meeting them and it was great to see how passionate they were about their job. - By Lieserl
(Y10)

Upcoming
Next term Year 11 students will be taking part in mock interviews. The
aim of the mock interviews is to build the students’ confidence in
speaking with new people and give them the opportunity to practise
talking about themselves and their skills and strengths. Students will be
asked questions that reflect what may be asked in an interview for a
part-time job or a school leaver/apprenticeship role. This includes
questions about themselves and scenario based questions that reflect
situations that may arise while employed.

https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek101224?e=20e0a73c58
http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Leadership Enrichment |
Mrs Reddy
Our Leadership Enrichment is now

collecting ‘Christmas Donations’. Any

donations should be dropped into main

reception and can include: toys, games,

books, jewellery, clothes, shoes, toiletries,

stationery and wrapping paper. Let’s come

together to make this season memorable

for everyone. Your generosity truly makes

a difference!

Thank you for your support.

Sparx Update | Mr Secker

Well done everyone!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Our Big Give Christmas Campaign is Now Live
Please help us to reach our target of £20,000 helping us to provide more support to children 

and young people who desperately need it.  

We are delighted to have been championed by The Childhood Trust who are match funding 
our campaign.  

All donations made via The Big Give will be doubled – making double the difference!

£5 doubled by Big Give to £10
pays for two pots of high quality paint for our sessions

£25 doubled by Big Give to £50
pays for one child to attend an art as therapy session

£100 doubled by Big Give to £200
pays for a specialist facilitator for a day

£200 doubled by Big Give to £400
pays for one child to attend at the bus for a term

£500 doubled by Big Give to £1000
pays for breakfast for 50 children

Please DONATE NOW for twice the impact!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://donate.biggive.org/campaign/a056900002TPTbrAAH?c=54545&mc_cid=672fa03b93&mc_eid=4bacbc3567
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary

17 December | Advent Reconciliation

18 December | Imperial War Museum Trip

19 December | Christmas Carol Concert

20 December | Last day of term (early finish)

6 January | INSET Day – no students in school

7 January | Term starts

23 January | Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening

27 January | Year 10 PPEs start

SIMS Parent App – Download Now!
If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacancies to view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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Free Tickets for School Families!
We are thrilled to offer school families FREE entry using the 

promo code FREESCHOOL.
To claim your tickets:

1.Visit Buy Tickets Here.
2.Select tickets for each family member attending (e.g., for a 

family of four, choose 4 tickets).
3.Enter the promo code FREESCHOOL at checkout.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://oxfordcityfc.ticketco.events/uk/en/e/oxford_city_v_spennymoor_town
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