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Dear families

As we move into the new year and reflect on the joy of the Christmas season, we are
reminded of the powerful message of the Epiphany: the revelation of Christ to the world. The
visit of the Magi to the Christ child is a story of seeking, discovery, and transformation. It
encourages us to look for the light of Christ in our lives and to walk the path of faith with open
hearts.

The beginning of a new year is also an opportunity for new beginnings. Just as the Magi
followed the star, let us commit to following the light of hope, love, and service in our lives. At
Greyfriars, we encourage our students and staff to embrace this fresh start with renewed
determination to live out our values of knowledge, care, and ambition and our assemblies this
week have focused on our power to transform the world around us.

.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

As we recall the end of last term, we are filled with gratitude
for the beautiful and celebratory carol service held at Our Lady
Help of Christians church. This joyful event, in collaboration
with Our Lady’s Cowley, our sister primary school, was a
wonderful reflection of our shared community spirit. The
music, readings, and prayers uplifted everyone present,
reminding us that the true meaning of Christmas is in what we
do for our community. It is certainly an event to look forward
to again next year.

With every blessing for the New Year.

As we journey through this term, let us take inspiration from
the story of the Magi. May we seek wisdom, offer our gifts to
others, and be guided by the light in our hearts and each other
in all that we do. Thank you for being part of our caring school
community. I look forward to all that we will accomplish
together in 2025.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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We want to say a HUGE congratulations to Our Lady’s
Primary School. They have recently been judged outstanding
in their Catholic Schools Inspection. This is an incredible
achievement and testament to the wonderful work the
school community is doing.

We are blessed to have you in our community and we are
grateful to work so closely with them too.

A big thank you to Mrs Couzens, Miss
Labiche and our Mural Enrichment
group who have transformed what
was a dull corridor into something
really spectacular. They have made a
7 Sacraments Mural in the DT
corridor. I can’t wait to see what else
they might transform!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Epiphany takes us again to the path of the Magi, the path of all the saints throughout history: it
helps us worship. Brothers and sisters, may we never stop our restless questioning; may we never
interrupt our journey by yielding to apathy or convenience; and in our encounter with the Lord, may
we abandon ourselves to the wonder of worship. Then we will discover that a light shines even in
the darkest nights: the light of Jesus, the radiant morning star, the sun of justice, the merciful
splendour of God, who loves every man and woman, and all the peoples of the earth.

“When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King 
Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where 
is the new-born king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have 
come to do him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was greatly 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the chief priests 
and the scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was 
to be born. They said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has

been written through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ Then Herod called 
the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star’s appearance. He sent them to 
Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search diligently for the child. When you have found him, bring me word, that 
I too may go and do him homage.’ After their audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that 
they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child was. 
They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his 
mother. They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they departed for their country by another way.”

God, please guide us as you did the magi at 
your birth. May we see the stars you've placed 

in our own lives, guiding us to you. Would you 
inspire us to worship you with love and joy, 

bringing our gifts as an offering, thanking you 
for the greatest gift of all, your Son. 

Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Year 11 Sixth Form Open Morning
and Sixth Form Applications
The Sixth Form team are delighted to welcome Y11
students to the Sixth Form on Tuesday 21st January.
Students will have an opportunity to speak to Y12
and Y13 students and learn from them what it is like
to study their subject. They will also be able to talk
to them about their future ambitions.

This is an excellent chance to make some final
decisions about subject choices and destinations
before our Sixth Form application deadline on the
31st January. If students have not yet made an
application to Sixth Form and would like to, the
form is here.

Book of the Week | By Lian G
October by October-Katya Balen

A beautiful storyline filled
with emotion and
connections to nature.
Connections in general,
companionship and a sense
of belonging. A look into
what it’s like to integrate into
something you’ve never had
to before. It’s fierce and wild and it’s as if
you’re going on a journey yourself with the
characters. It highlights struggle and feelings
of home and what home really means. A
fantastical read and worth every minute
spent on it.

A Message from Mr Strachan: Head of Years 10 and 11
Happy New Year and welcome back to a brand-new term at Greyfriars! We hope you’ve had a restful
and joyful Christmas break and are ready to embrace the opportunities ahead.

To our Y11s, this year will naturally bring a lot of conversations about exams and grades. While these
are important milestones, remember that your journey is about much more than just numbers on a
piece of paper. Think about how far you’ve come, the progress you’ve made, and the person you’re
becoming along the way. For your teachers it’s a joy to see. Strive to be someone who feels proud,
not only of the results you’ll achieve but of the effort, resilience, and growth you show throughout this
journey. Know that we, your teachers and staff, are here to guide you, support you, and walk
alongside you every step of the way.

To our Y10s as you step into this new term, I encourage you to look up to the fine examples set by our
Y11 students. Their dedication and perseverance show what it means to rise to the challenges ahead.
The next 18 months will likely pass faster than you expect, and we want you to feel just as prepared
and confident when it’s your turn to tackle the exam cycle. Keep focused, stay curious, and remember
that every small step forward is part of your journey.

We are incredibly proud of the progress you’re making and are excited to continue supporting you
every step of the way! Let’s all make this term one of hard work, growth, and kindness to ourselves

and others. Together, we can achieve great things!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/nnRosKdWJSfGNNSZ6
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It’s a new year, new term, and perhaps a new reading

adventure? We’ll be encouraging students to get out of

their reading comfort zone this term and try a genre that

they don’t normally read.

Do you have any recommendations? If not, come to the

library and check out our new books!

Our well-being corner is looking rather good with the new

puzzle table and “Dare to be YOU” display (if I do say so

myself).

Library News | Miss Brett

I am also working on a new schedule for our clubs and activities, all will be

revealed in the next few days.

In the meantime, we have new themes for our ART and WRITING competitions,

come and speak to miss Brett if you want to participate. We have all the

materials you need!

Also, perhaps you read a great (or bad) book during the Christmas holiday? If

so, write a review for us and you might win a prize.

Finally, this week we launched our “Be the light in the darkness” display to

encourage us to think about what we can do to tackle hatred and

discrimination. I hope that many students and staff come to the library and add

their contributions to it. We can change the world one kind act at a time!

Word of the week: Discrimination [noun] - the treatment of a person or particular group of people

differently, in a way that is worse than the way people are usually treated.

Examples: Some immigrants were victims of discrimination. / The law made racial discrimination in

employment a serious crime. [Cambridge Online Dictionary]

That’s it for now. Until next week…

Hello and welcome back! I hope you All had a wonderful Christmas

break.

The library is thriving! We have students reading, studying, participating

in clubs, playing games, relaxing, and last but most definitely not least,

helping miss Brett look after our fantastic space.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe
House Assemblies
Sixth Form students have been working hard on House Assemblies that they will be delivering next
week. We are excited to see them develop their leadership skills over the coming months.

Work Experience for Y12
Y12 have had an assembly this week on finding their work experience placement. This will take place
from 3rd - 7th March. This experience is a vital step in their transition from school to their next steps
and can be transformational for some young people. We appreciate all the support families give to
our students to help them find suitable placements.

UCAS Deadline for Y13
The UCAS deadline is approaching. Many students have submitted their forms already and have
been receiving offers from universities. It is important that students who are finding it difficult to
complete their form meet with their tutor or Ms McCabe as soon as possible.

UCAS London Trip Y12 on 24th March
We have a trip to the UCAS Discovery Exhibition in London coming up on the 24th March. This will
be an excellent opportunity for students to meet representatives from different universities, speak
to apprenticeship providers and collect a whole bag of freebies from different exhibitors.

Parent Consultation Evening 6th February
An advanced reminder that our Parent Consultation evening for families of Y12 and Y13 students is
coming up on the 6th February. We are really looking forward to meeting you all and having the
opportunity to discuss how the year is going so far. The booking forms will shortly become available
for you to make appointments. If you have any concerns prior to this, please contact a member of
the Sixth Form team.

Year 7 Message | Mr Weedon
It has been great finding what our students did
over the break and getting to hear about the
togetherness experienced at Christmas. The
tutors are very excited to be back in with their
groups with the house competitions heating up
again!

I hope that you all have a great weekend.

Sports Fixtures | PE
We are really excited about our Year 7 and
Year 9 Girls Netball Teams who both have
their first fixture of the year next week.

We are in a league and will host TOA on
Monday against our Year 7s and our Year 9s
will be away at TOA on Thursday.

Go Greyfriars!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES
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Happy Woodwork | Mr
Thomas
In our Happy Woodwork Enrichment class last
term our students made marble maze games
and did a brilliant job! Here are a couple of
examples.

Miss Manns 
Teacher of Humanities / Head of Careers

Star sign: Taurus

Favourite Book: The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

Pet: I had a fish once (when I was 10) that I named Fish.

Favourite Meal: Literally anything pasta based.

Favourite Film: The Sound of Music

Favourite Holiday Spot: Anywhere I have never been. It gives me the opportunity to
learn/experience something new!

An interesting fact: I am from the only place in Canada named after a fictional character -
Flintabbatey Flonatin

What I love about working in a school: I love working in a school because it gives me the greatest
privilege of watching and assisting (where needed) young people grow into the most brilliant of
individuals. I think it is the most inspiring thing.

If you could have dinner with an historical figure or celebrity, who would it be and why?
This answer often changes for me, but I currently I would really like the opportunity to speak with
Clare Balding. I just think she would have so many amazing experiences and knowledge that she
could share.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Careers | Miss Manns

For lots of useful 
information regarding 

careers, 
please click: 

OxLep Picks of the Week
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GENERAL NOTICES

3.30pm – 4.30pm

Upcoming
This term our Year 11 students will be taking part in mock interviews.
The aim of the mock interviews is to build the students’ confidence in
speaking with new people and give them the opportunity to practise
talking about themselves and their skills and strengths. Students will be
asked questions that reflect what may be asked in an interview for a
part-time job or a school leaver/apprenticeship role. This includes
questions about themselves and scenario based questions that reflect
situations that may arise while employed.

Lost Coat Collection

Any coats in our lost property
will be available for students to
claim back at break times next
week. Please come to the
main hall.

https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek070125?e=20e0a73c58
http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Equipment | Mr Dingley
At Greyfriars Catholic School, mini whiteboards are an essential part of our approach to active and
effective learning. These simple tools play a big role in helping students engage with lessons and
develop their understanding in real time. Staff at Greyfriars use mini whiteboards in the majority of
lessons and there is research to support how effective this is.

Why mini whiteboards?

•Active Participation: Mini whiteboards ensure every student is actively involved in lessons.
Everyone answers every question, giving all students a chance to think and respond, not just a select
few.

•Instant Feedback: Teachers can quickly see what each student has written, identify misconceptions,
and address them straight away. This means no one is left behind, and learning happens more
effectively.

•Low-Stakes Learning: Mistakes are a natural part of the learning process. With mini whiteboards,
students can try, erase, and try again without the pressure of permanence. This encourages
confidence and resilience.

Your Mini Whiteboard Matters
Every student at Greyfriars has their own mini whiteboard, built into their planner. It’s a vital tool for
learning and to use it effectively, students must bring it, along with a working whiteboard pen, to
every lesson. Having this equipment ready ensures full participation and helps students make the
most of every learning opportunity.

Flash Academy | Mrs
Swanton / Mrs
Bowler
A big well done to Paulo, Year 8
for working so hard on Flash
Academy last term. Paulo
achieved four gold awards and
received a trophy for his
outstanding effort. Well done!

Knitting | Mrs Swanton
Well done to Ana for finishing her first attempt at
knitting bookmark.

Keep 
knitting!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary

13 January | It All Adds Up Trip

23 January | Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening

27 January | Year 10 PPEs start

27 January | Voco Hospitality Trip

30 January | Year 11 Mock Interviews

30 January | Jubilee Mass at Dominic Barberi Church

4 February | Year 8 HPV Immunisations

6 February | KS5 Parent Consultation Evening

SIMS Parent App – Download Now!
If you haven’t already done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enables you to view information
regarding your child at school including their timetable,
achievements, reports and messages from school. You
should have received an invitation email that you must
accept and this will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook, Twitter, Google or
Microsoft username and password to register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacancies to view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

Abingdon: Sensory Diet Workshop
🗓 Tuesday, 14th January
⏰ 12:15 PM
📍 Abingdon Carousel (click on the link for directions)

Join us for an engaging workshop hosted by Penelope Lea from
Abingdon and Witney College, focusing on sensory diets.

Didcot: Alternative Provisions 
Founder
🗓 Friday, 17th January
⏰ 12:15PM
📍 Didcot Civic Hall (Click the 
link for directions)

We’re excited to welcome
Veena Virahsammy, the inspiring
founder of Alternative Provision
Oxford Creators. Veena will
share her journey and the
innovative approaches she uses
to support young people who
don’t thrive in traditional
educational settings.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/5Z4QE7u4vya9PZ7SA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Ru5hd9aTNgzBiNut8
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