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Dearfamilies

As we continue into our secondweek of term, we reflect on the Gospelthis week, which
presentsthe inspiringfigureof Johnthe Baptist.WƻƘƴΩǎpowerfulcall toΨpreparethe wayof the
LordΩchallengesusto reflect on how we canopenour heartsto eachother in our community.
Hishumility and courageremind us of the importanceof serviceand the willingnessto point
otherstowardsChrist,rather thanseekingrecognitionfor ourselves.

Thank you for your continued support of our school and its mission. Together, we are
preparingthe wayfor a brighterfuture, groundedin faith, hope,andlove.

LyndseyCaldwell
Headteacher

Thismessageof preparationand serviceresonatesdeeplywith our focuson
subsidiaritythis term. At Greyfriars,we aim to empowereverymemberof our
community to take responsibilityand contribute to the commongoodςit is
part of our missionasflourishingindividualsandcollective. Thisweek,we have
seenthis principle in action through our houseassemblies,which were led by
our exceptionalstudent leadershipteam. Theseassemblieswere an inspiring
showcaseof the talents,dedication,andvisionof our students,who are taking
the lead in various projects that benefit both our school and wider
communities. The skill of public speakingis so important for them longer
term.

We are delightedto seeour student leadershipteam growingand flourishing
as they launch initiatives that reflect our values of knowledge, care, and
ambition. Their efforts includecollaborationswith charitiesand projects that
bringpositivechange,demonstratingthe impactyoungpeoplecanhavewhen
given the opportunity to lead. You will hear much more about these in the
comingmonths.

Johnthe.ŀǇǘƛǎǘΩǎexampleremindsusthat true leadershipis rooted in service
and humility. As our students step into these roles, they are not only
developingimportant skillsbut alsoembodyingthe call to serveothers. It is a
joy to witnesstheir growth andtheir commitmentto makinga difference.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel: Luke 3:15- 16 / 21- 22

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
A baptismis a new birthday. In baptismwe are born into the life of grace. Let us thank the Lordfor
Baptism. Let us also thank him for the parents who brought us to the font, for those who
administeredthe Sacrament,for the godfather,for the godmother,for the communityin which we
receivedhim. Askyourself: am I awareof the immensegift I carrywithin me through Baptism?Do I
acknowledge,in my life, the light of the presenceof God, who seesme as his beloved son, his
beloveddaughter?In memoryof our Baptism,let uswelcomeDƻŘΩǎpresencewithin us. We cando
so with the signof the cross,which tracesin us the memoryof the graceof God,who lovesus and
wishesto staywith us. Thatsignof the crossremindsusof our baptisms,our spiritualbirthdays.

ά¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
their hearts whether John might be the Christ. John answered them 
ŀƭƭΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ΨL ŀƳ ōŀǇǘƛǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƎƘǘƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ L ƛǎ 
coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will 
ōŀǇǘƛǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜΦΩ

After all the people had been baptised and Jesus also had been 
baptised and was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 
ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ {ƻƴΤ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ L ŀƳ ǿŜƭƭ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘΦΩέ

Lord, help us remember our baptism. Help us to see that we are made new, we are made clean, by your Grace. 
We thank you for sending your Holy Spirit, so that we might have new life always at hand. Kindle in us the 
desire to love you more, and love others as you have loved us. As we make the sign of the cross, we remember the 

power that comes with baptism, and we begin this new day with the new hope that that brings. 
We pray this in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Year 11 Sixth Form Open
Morning and Sixth Form
Applications
The Sixth Form team are delighted to
welcomeY11 studentsto the SixthFormon
Tuesday21st January. Studentswill havean
opportunity to speak to Y12 and Y13
studentsand learn from them what it is like
to study their subject. Theywill alsobe able
to talk to them about their future ambitions.

This is an excellent chanceto make some
final decisions about subject choices and
destinations before our Sixth Form
applicationdeadlineon the 31st January. If
studentshave not yet made an application
to Sixth Form and would like to, the form
ishere.

Book of the Week | By Lian G
Forgive Me, Leonard Peacock by Matthew Quick

Messagefor Year8 andYear9 | Mrs Reddy
LǘΩǎwonderful to seeour studentsback,readyfor the new term despitethe poor weather. Watching
their excitementasthey greetedfriendsand staff wastruly uplifting. I felt immensepride seeingthe
majority of our Year8 and Year9 studentsarrive in uniform, setting a positiveexample. A heartfelt
thank you to caregiversand students for helping shape our school into a calm and supportive
community. Remember,small things like wearing uniform properly, being prepared, attending
regularly,showingkindness,andrespectingothersmakea bigdifference. Year8 and9,ƭŜǘΩǎown these
habitsfor dailysuccess!

StudentsLeadingthe Way
Year8
Sahas Blossom
Eleesha Tatiana
Izzy Tommi
Amna Nedia
Mazvita Ivonia

Year 9
Finlay Yurume
Nancy Jesse
Aryan Beatrice
Natasha Belicia
Phoebe Isabelle

A personalfavourite of mine. This
book is bleak and uncensored. It
handles sensitive topics not
rudely but clearly and starts off
strong. In the pessimistic
perspectiveof Leonard Peacock,
he plans to do something awful
for his birthday. LǘΩǎas if ȅƻǳΩǊŜ
reallytalkingto him throughthe

Congratulations to all students with 
100% attendance

Thank you to the tutors for their 
ongoing support.

Keep on striving to be a better version of 
yourself Y8 and Y9!

pagesandlettersandfootnotes.

LǘΩǎcertainlyan emotional trip and it bringsa lot of
ΨǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭΩquestions into mind. I found it
intriguingandafter everypageyou figure out every
reasonto hisplan. It makesyou think of thingsthat
you neverwould havethought of before. A definite
must-readifȅƻǳΩǊŜup for it.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/nnRosKdWJSfGNNSZ6
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Library News | Miss Brett

Hello fellow readers!  

I hope this grey week did not bring your spirits down, but if it did ςcosy 

ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ ōŜǘǘŜǊ fl .

My Student Librarians and I are hard at work sorting through our non-fiction items, so you can find 

ǘƘŜƳ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ 

happy to help. Come and chat with us!

I would like to say a huge THANKYOUto the Oxford
Alpha Fund for their generosityin donating books on
economicsand personalfinance to our library. I have
put them on a specialdisplaynear the library entrance,
so they can be easilyfound. And, let me tell you, they
arealreadyverypopular!

LǘΩǎthe Holocaust

Memorial Day on

Monday, 27th January.

Come to the library to

find out more about it.

Wehavea smallselection

of books on display, as

well as information

sheetsaroundthe library.

Finally, I would love to start a book 

club in the library, that would meet 

before or after school once in 4 

ǿŜŜƪǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ ŎƻƳŜ 

and sign up!

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ 

now. 

Until next 

ǿŜŜƪΧ

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe
Work Experiencefor Y12
Thiswill takeplacefrom 3rd - 7th March. Thisexperienceisa vital stepin their transitionfrom school
to their next steps and can be transformational for some young people. We appreciateall the
supportfamiliesgiveto our studentsto helpthem find suitableplacements.

UCASDeadlinefor Y13
The UCASdeadline is approaching. Many studentshave submitted their forms alreadyand have
been receivingoffers from universities. It is important that studentswho are finding it difficult to
completetheir form meetwith their tutor or MsMcCabeassoonaspossible.

UCASLondonTrip Y12on 24th March
We havea trip to the UCASDiscoveryExhibitionin Londoncomingup on the 24th March. Thiswill
be an excellentopportunity for studentsto meet representativesfrom different universities,speak
to apprenticeshipprovidersandcollecta wholebagof freebiesfrom different exhibitors.

ParentConsultationEvening6th February
An advancedreminderthat our ParentConsultationeveningfor familiesof Y12 and Y13 studentsis
comingup on the 6th February. We are really looking forward to meeting you all and havingthe
opportunity to discusshow the yearis goingsofar. Thebookingformswill shortlybecomeavailable
for you to makeappointments. If you haveany concernsprior to this, pleasecontacta memberof
the SixthFormteam.

Year 7 Message | Mr Weedon
It hasbeena greatweekwith netballgamesstartingfor Y7. Ournext
game is away to Oxford SpiresAcademy. I have personallyhad a
greatweekwith year7 teachingPEthroughout it. I had7C/PEfor an
amazingworkout sessionon Tuesday,where studentswere testing
themselvesto the limit with variousworkouts. The studentswere
outstandingandworkedextremelyhard.

Thisweekwe havehad HouseAssemblies,this links reallywell with
what's comingup this term. We havea Year7 HouseCompetition
(Dodgeball)at the end of the term. I look forward to seeingmanyof
my studentsparticipating.

Havea greatweekend,

Top 
achievementpoints 

this week

7BM -220

7RM - 166

7TT - 406

7LS ς215

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Staff in the Spotlight!

01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Every Minute Matters | Mr 
Dingley
At Greyfriars Catholic School, we firmly
believe that every minute matters when it
comes to helping students achieve their
best. In lessons,our aim is to create a
purposeful pace that keeps students
engaged and ensures no learning
opportunity is lost.

Teacherscarefully plan activities to make
the mostof classtime - whetherƛǘΩǎthrough
practice or checks for understandingτso
each moment contributes to deeper
understanding. We alsoencouragestudents
to be mindful of how they usetime: staying
focused,beingattentive to the listener,and
participatingactively.

Outside of class, ƛǘΩǎequally important
to move quickly between lessons. Quickly
andefficientlygetting to the next classroom
maximiseslearningtime, ensuringa smooth
start andpreventingdelays.

Strikingthe right balancebetweenpaceand
depth is key. By usingour time effectively,
we ensure that every student can explore
ideasfully, tacklenew challenges,andmake
the mostof their educationat Greyfriars.

What is your favourite meal?
I loveYorkshirepuddingsso toad in the whole is a
realwinner for me!

What is your favourite film?
I don't havea favourite film; I havereallyenjoyed
watchingTheDiplomaton Netflix recently.

What do you love about working in a school?
Nodayis the same!

What is your favourite holiday destination and
why?
Anywherewhere there is lots to do and thingsto
see!

Doyou havea pet? What is it? What's its name?
I have a cat called Daisy, although she really
shouldhavebeencalledTabbyMcTat.

What is your favourite book?
Again,I don't havea favourite book. I am very fond of thrillers of all varieties,includingby John
Grishamand LeeChild. Recently,I read a book called 'Are we havingfun yet?' by LucyMangan
whichwasbrilliant.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Careers| MissManns

For lots of useful 
information regarding 

careers, 
please click: 

OxLep Picks of the Week
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Upcoming
Thisterm our Year11 studentswill be takingpart in mock interviews.
Theaim of the mock interviewsis to build theǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩconfidencein
speakingwith new people and give them the opportunity to practise
talkingabout themselvesandtheir skillsandstrengths. Studentswill be
askedquestionsthat reflect what may be askedin an interview for a
part-time job or a school leaver/apprenticeshiprole. This includes
questionsabout themselvesand scenariobasedquestionsthat reflect
situationsthat mayarisewhile employed.

Netball | Mr Weedon
This week weǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛȄǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ  ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ƴŜǘōŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ŘƛŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƭƭΦ

The first game was played by our Year 7 students and it was great to watch. We were playing against 
The Oxford Academy.  Unfortunately, we lost 15 - 5, however, Miss Moss and myself were extremely 
proud of the girls - some of the students have never played a fixture before. The teamwork shown by 
the girls was outstanding and we will keep you posted on any upcoming games.

Our Year9s alsocompetedagainstTheOxfordAcademyin our sportshall. Theyachieveda victory,
with an outstandingperformance. Again,Miss Moss,who is leadingour netball teams,was really
proud of the Year9 girlsand,of course,Emmawho playingup from Year8. Emmaactuallyreceived
playerof the matchhavingscoredalmosteverytime shehadthe ball! Thefinal scorewasa fantastic
10ς2.

Well done everyone!

https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek140125?e=20e0a73c58
http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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BasketballTournament| Mr Roman
HerWorld, HerRulesOxford2025

Basketball England announcement: "A number of
basketballclubsand organisationshavebeenselectedto
deliver the next iteration of FIBA'swomen's and girls'
basketballcampaign,Her World, Her Rules(HWHR),on
behalf of BasketballEnglandand the British Basketball
Federation(BBF)"

We are delightedto sharethat GreyfriarsCatholicSchool
and OxfordElite BasketballAcademyhasbeenhonoured
with selection by Basketball England as a delivery
organisation, following the inspiring "Her World, Her
Rules"campaignled by FIBA,BasketballEngland,and the
British BasketballFederation,to organisea one-day 3x3
basketballtournamentfor girlsaspart of this initiative.

Overviewof the Tournament
The 'Her World, Her Rules' (HWHR)initiative is FIBA'slargest and most recognisedgrassroots
programmeglobally. An excitinganduniqueproject, it hasan extensiveand incredibletrack record
of successfullyraisingawarenessandpromotingwomen'sandgirls'basketballacrossthe globe.

Date:Tuesday, 11th February,

Time:12:00 to 15:00

Venue : Greyfriars Catholic School- Sports Hall

12Girls teams (4 players per team):

U13 - 24 girls (year 7 andyear 8)

U15 - 24 girls (year 9 andyear 10)

Entry fee: £15/team(covered by Greyfriars Catholic School)

REGISTRATIONCLOSE- we reachthe numberof 12 teams.

Formore info contactMr. Roman.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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SparxUpdate| Mr Secker

Well done 
everyone!

Keep up the 
good work.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Yourchild maybe ableto get free schoolmealsif you get any
of the following:
Å IncomeSupport
Å Income-basedWƻōǎŜŜƪŜǊΩǎAllowance
Å Income-relatedEmploymentandSupportAllowance
ÅSupportunderPartVIof ImmigrationandAsylumAct1999
ÅTheguaranteedelementof PensionCredit
ÅChild Tax Credit (provided ȅƻǳΩǊŜnot also entitled to

WorkingTaxCreditandhavean annualgrossincomeof no
more than£16,190)

ÅWorkingTaxCreditrun-on - paidfor 4 weeksafter youstopqualifyingfor WorkingTaxCredit
ÅUniversalCredit- if you applyon or after 1 April 2018your householdearningsmust be lessthan

£7,400a year(after tax andnot includinganybenefitsyouget).

If youwould like to apply,pleasecontactFionaEastonfor anapplicationform via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friendsof Greyfriarsis an open and important communityof parent volunteersworkingalongside
the schooland teachersto benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aimsto ensurethe
besteducationalandenrichmentexperiencefor all its students. Friendsof Greyfriarsis a reflection
of the schoolin the wider community.

Byjoiningthe Friendsof Greyfriarsyou canhelp the schoolto build a far more effectiveandup-to-
date teachingand learningenvironment,for the benefit of all its students. Everyoneis welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors,past students, past parents, anyone and everyonewho cares
aboutthe school. Pleasejoin usandbea Friend.

If youareinterested,pleasecontactSophieUpellinivia: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary

23 January | Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening

27 January | Year 10 PPEs start

27 January | Voco Hospitality Trip

30 January | Year 11 Mock Interviews

30 January | Jubilee Mass at Dominic Barberi Church

4 February | Year 8 HPV Immunisations

5 February | Lemongrass Horizons Trip

6 February | KS5 Parent Consultation Evening

SIMS Parent App ςDownload Now!
If you ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘalready done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enablesyou to view information
regardingyour child at school including their timetable,
achievements,reports and messagesfrom school. You
should have receivedan invitation email that you must
acceptandthis will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook,Twitter, Googleor
Microsoftusernameandpasswordto register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
SophieUpellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www .greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacanciesto view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon ςFri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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