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Dearfamilies

Thisweek,we havebeenreflectingon the GospelaccountofWŜǎǳǎΩPresentationat the
Temple. This moment is full of meaningτSimeonand Anna, after yearsof waiting,
finally seeDƻŘΩǎpromisefulfilled in the infant Christ. Their faith and patienceremind
us that we, too, are part of somethingbigger than ourselves,and that even in our
smallactions,we arecontributingto a greaterpurpose.

CitizensUKlaunchthis week,andLΩƳexcitedabout the wayswe candevelopstudent
leadershipthrough this. Our students have so much to offer, and giving them the
chanceto leadandmakea differencewill be a hugepart of our journeyforward.

Asalways,thankyou for your support in everythingwe do at Greyfriars.LǘΩǎa privilege
to seeour studentsflourish, and I look forward to ǿƘŀǘΩǎaheadin our final week of
this term, andbeyond.

With everywishfor a happyweekend.

LyndseyCaldwell
Headteacher

This message links so well to our focus on
subsidiarityτthe idea that real changehappenswhen
peopleat everylevelof a communityhavea voiceand
takeresponsibility. I hadthe privilegeof attendingthe

I wasalsoincrediblyproud of our Year11s in their Hospitality
exam. The standardof their work was fantastic, and it was
evenmore specialto seesomeof lastȅŜŀǊΩǎstudentsreturn
to be critics for the event. Theygaveinsightful, constructive
feedbackτthoughtful, fair, and, in somecases,impressively
tough! Seeingthem step into that role with suchconfidence
wasa realhighlight.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

²I!¢ L{ Dh5Ω{ a9{{!D9 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Thisis the story about/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎPresentationin the Temple. As was Jewishcustom,the
firstborn son of every householdwas brought to the Templein order to give highest
praise to God. The child was seen as a gift from God. Many children were probably
brought to the Templeover the days,yet Godhad preparedthe heartsof Simeonand
Annain this storyςthey trusted in DƻŘΩǎpromisesso much, that they recognisedChrist
immediatelywhen Hisparentsbrought Him to the Temple. Theyproclaimedloudly that
the Lordhad let them seeHisplan of salvationςthe LordHimselfin the form of a baby.
Let us havethe samefaith asSimeonand Anna,trusting inDƻŘΩǎpromisesfor our own
lives.

When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, Mary and Joseph took Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
[ƻǊŘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ Ψ9ǾŜǊȅ ƳŀƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ 
womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of 
turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law of 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦΩ bƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ {ƛƳŜƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he should not see death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. He came in

the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƛƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƘƛƳ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ DƻŘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ ΨbƻǿΣ aŀǎǘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ 
let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which 
you prepared in the sight of all the peoples: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΦΩ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳΤ ŀƴŘ {ƛƳŜƻƴ 
ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ Ψ.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǎŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ 
in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted and you yourself a sword will pierce-so that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.

Prayer to Saint Josephine Bakhita - her feast day is Saturday

St. Josephine Bakhita, you were sold into slavery as a child and endured untold 
hardship and suffering. Once liberated from your physical enslavement, you 
found true redemption in your encounter with Christ and his Church. O St. 
Bakhita, help all survivors find healing from their wounds. We ask for your 

prayers and intercessions for those enslaved among us. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Catholic Life News | Mr Greer
Thispast week, our SixthForm studentsplannedcollective
worship servicesin the Chapelto commemoratePilgrimsof
Hope: the theme of the Church'sJubilee Year for 2025.
Students selected Scripture and planned prayer activities
themselves, guiding their peers through a moment of
stillnessandreflection. TheChapelis now filled with prayers,
askingGod to provide Hopeeven when it isn't easyto see.
Thereare things we hope for in our own lives, in our Sixth
Form,in our school,and in our world. Theseprayerswill be
displayedhopefully in the SixthForm areaas a reminder of
the promiseof this JubileeYear.

Again, a massive well-done to all Sixth Form Catholic Life Ambassadors--you are truly being leaders 
for the Sixth Form and the entire school!

Messagefor Year10andYear11 | Mr Strachan
Our Year11 studentshavebeenbusyrecently,with somesitting their Hospitality& Catering(Food)
exams and others being assessedin their practical GCSEPE coursework. The PE assessments
combine written work with physicalperformance,and although the days have been long, the
studentshavereallyshownhow capabletheyare.

Overin FoodTech,the Hospitalitystudentshavebeenhard at work, preparingdishesfrom around
the world to be assessedas part of their overall GCSEmark. Therewas even an addedbonusfor
staff, who got to samplesome of their deliciouscreationsςa real treat for everyone!For both
groups of students,ƛǘΩǎthe culmination of two years of hard work, and things are looking very
promising.

Meanwhile,our Year10shavecompletedtheir in-classPPEs,givingthem a tasteof what to expectin
the monthsahead.LǘΩǎbeenfantasticto seehow focusedand committedǘƘŜȅΩǾŜbeenthroughout
the processςǘƘŜȅΩǾŜabsolutelyrisento the challengeanddonethemselvesproud.

We want to wishall our KS4 studentsthe verybestwith their resultsςtheir hardwork is sureto pay
off.

Havea restfulweekend!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Library News | Miss Brett
Hellofellow readers! Whata fantasticweekǿŜΩǾŜhad!

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎMental Health Weekwasan important event in the library!

But guesswhat,ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎmental health is ALWAYSimportant(!) and

ǘƘŀǘΩǎwhy our Art TherapyCorner is here to stay. Comealong and

createsomethingfor yourselfor someonecloseto you.

In just a few 

days, our 

ΨtƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 

±ƛōŜǎΩ ²ŀƭƭ 

flourished.

Thistoo will be a
permanent
featurefor some
time, so we can
lift each other
up every day! I
encourage you
to come along
and write
something!
There are many
more positive
things that can
besaid.

National Storytelling Week

A few students 

participated in our 

Collaborative Story Writing 

and I will share the stories 

with you next week. In the 

ƳŜŀƴǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

time to put your stamp on 

it, so come up to the 

library and take the story in 

an exciting, funny, or scary 

direction.

UpcomingEvents

Join us at lunchtime on Friday14th February

for a ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎDay Craft session. You can

make a card, a bookmark,or a keyring for a

friend, family member, or yourself. We will

also have a άCŀƭƭin love with a new ōƻƻƪέ

display next week, where students can

recommendbooksto their friends by writing

their favouritetitles on our booktree.

5ƻƴΩǘforget our usualclubseither: art, beads,

clay,writingΧYoucan find out in the library

ǿƘŀǘΩǎon andwhen!

Word of the Week

Beloved 

(adjective; formal)

loved very much

EXAMPLES: 

Her beloved daughter left for university.

She was forced to leave her beloved Paris 

and return to Lyon.

Eric was a gifted teacher beloved by 

all those he taught over the years. 

[Cambridge Online Dictionary]

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


SparxReaderChampions| MissMoss
Welldoneto everybodyin KS3 on their readingadventures!
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Languagenut Leader Board

| Miss Parish

A reminder that after half term we will be
setting up a whole school Languagenut
competition. Get involvedfor a chanceto
win prizes!

French
Well done to
Sylvia for taking
top place on the
Languagenut
leaderboard!

Languagenut 

Leader Board

1st Sylvia Y8

2nd Sara  Y7

3rd Ana Paula Y9

4th Khadija Y8

5th Sabrina Y8

Boy Girl

Year 7 Reece Anne-Marie

Year 8 Kevin Khadija

Year 9 Elijah Phoebe

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ {ǇŀǊȄ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ

Boy Girl

Year 7 Abdullah Anne-Marie

Year 8 Da Vinci Kamzi

Year 9 Jesse Phoebe

All time Sparx Champions

Message for Year 7 | Mr
Weedon
I am happyto report that our Year7s havehad a
greatweek. Extra-curricularclubsare thriving with
boysfootball and girlsnetball beingwell attended
by our Y7 students. Thisisgreatto see- well done
to all thoseparticipating.

REMEMBER!

Weekly AchievementPoints

7TT - 454

7RM - 294

7BM - 163

7LSC ς157

Have a great weekend!

Thereis onlyonemonth left
until the deadline for
signingup to the Year7 Trip
of the Year - HILL END
RESIDENTIAL.

Specialmention this week
to Nial (LSC) with 25
achievement points and
Miu Miu (RM)with 22

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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SixthFormNews| Mr Shaw
{ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ
Thankyou to the studentsand familieswho attended theǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩeveninglast night. Theevening
wasprovideda usefulopportunity to discussǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩprogressand it waslovelyto seeso manyof
youthere.

UCAS Discoveries Trip
Onthe 24th of March,we will be takingYear12studentsto UCASDiscoveriesat the LondonExCeL
Centre. Theeventwill provideanopportunity to:

ẆSpeakto universitiesandcollegesaboutcoursesanduniversitylife

ẆMeet with employersand apprenticeshipprovidersto learn about apprenticeshipsand available

options

ẆConsultwith qualifiedcareersadvisersabout their future pathways

ẆAttendtalksfrom expertsin their fields

ẆConnectwith UCASexpertsfor dedicatedsupportandguidanceon youroptions

Weareexcitedto offer this opportunity andare lookingforward to sharingthis opportunity with the
Y12s. TobookyourŎƘƛƭŘΩǎplacepleasegoto yourParentPayaccount.

A hugethank you to everyoneinvolved,and well done for makingmental health a genuinetalking
point this week! #ChildrensMentalHealthWeek

Year13ExamStressWorkshop| Monday10February9.15ς11.15
We are excited to have Imogen from our Mental Health SchoolTeam leading an ExamStress
Workshopfor our Year13s. Thissessionwill providepracticalstrategiesfor managingstressbefore,
during,andafter exams. Pre-exam,studentswill learntime management,mindfulness,andeffective
studytechniquesto reducelast-minutepressure.

Children'sMental HealthWeek
Youmayhavenoticed on our socialmediastreamsτTikTok,Instagram,
andFacebookour SixthFormersgettinginvolvedandofferingsomesage
advice,whilst havinga bit of fun, on dealingwith the stressesandstrains
of childhoodthat manyof our studentsface.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Buildingon What YouKnow: ThePowerof StickyKnowledge|
Mr Dingley

Why StickyKnowledgeMatters

ẆA SolidFoundation: Much like buildinga brickwall, everynew fact or conceptaddsanother
brick to your existingknowledgebase. When your previouslearningis secure,it supports
andstrengthensthe nextpieceof informationyouencounter.

ẆEasierConnections: With sticky knowledge,your mind is adept at making links between
different ideas. These connections transform isolated facts into a well-integrated
framework,enhancingrecallanddeepeningyourunderstanding.

ẆEfficient Learning: When you have built a strong foundation, learning shifts from
memorising isolated facts to integrating new ideas. This approachmakes studying less
overwhelming,aseachnewtopic buildson what youalreadyknow.

OurApproachat Greyfriars
Our teaching strategies are designed to help students develop this durable foundation.
Techniquessuchasretrieval practice,regularquizzing,and spacedrepetition are all intended
to reinforcepreviouslearningandensurethat keyconceptsstick. Bycontinuallyrevisitingand
buildingon earlier lessons,studentsdiscoverthat eachnew subjectbecomeseasierto grasp
andretain.

Ultimately,everypieceof knowledgeyou acquireis a steppingstoneto greaterunderstanding.
By building a solid baseof sticky knowledge,our studentsnot only enhancetheir academic
performancebut alsoequipthemselveswith the tools for lifelonglearning.

At Greyfriars Catholic School,we celebrate
the ideathat learningis a cumulativeprocess.
Quite simply, it is much easierto learn new
information when you alreadyhavea strong
foundationτa concept we refer to as sticky
knowledge.

When you have a good grasp of key ideas, your mind is better prepared to connect new
information with what you already know, making learning both more efficient and more
meaningful.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Staff in the Spotlight!

Mrs A Swanton | TA
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What is your favourite meal?
A goodroastdinner

What is your favourite film?
LǘΩǎa WonderfulLife(1946)

What is your favourite book?
Callthe Midwife: A TrueStoryof the EastEndin
the 1950sbyJenniferWorth.

What is your star sign?
Aries

What is your favourite holiday destination and
why?
Anyplacein the sunςI like cruising.

Tell is somethinginterestingabout yourself.
I really love makingthings with anythingand out
of anything.

What do you love about working in a school?
I love making a difference to ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎlearning
andhelpingthem becomeyoungadults.

If you could havedinner with an historical figure
or celebrity,who would it be andwhy?
Mother Teresafor her work in helping with the
poor in Calcuttaand helpinganyoneshecould. It
is just far too late to be able to havedinner with
her.

Doyou havea Pet?
A large dog called Oakley, a lovebird called
Captainandlots of tropical fish!

Careers| MissManns
Year10 mockinterviewswill be takingplace
on 3rd April in preparation for the work
experiencelater this academicyear. If you
would like to be involved in this event,
please express your interest via
careers@gfcs.uk

For lots of 
useful 

information 
regarding 
careers, 

please click:

OxLep Picks of 
the Week

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:careers@gfcs.uk
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek040225?e=20e0a73c58
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Cars and Parking at Greyfriars
GreyfriarsDrop-off and Pick-up

If you drop off or collect your child/ren from school,accessto the school driveway will not be
permitted between8.15amand8.45andbetween3.00pm and3.30pm. Theaccessroad is too small
for the largenumbersof carstrying to parkandturn around. Thisisa riskto safetyfor our students.

FlorencePark

If youdrop off or collectyour child/ren from FlorencePark,pleasebe verycarefulwhenturningyour
car around. Therehavebeen lots of near misses. Pleaseavoid parkingon the road by Florence
Park. Do note, there are double yellow lines and waiting here is prohibited.
Turningin this areais dangerousfor our childrenand for the community. Thisis a cyclewayfor our
childrenandthe public. Thereis a genuineriskof seriousinjury if you parkor turn here. Pleasehelp
ensurethe safetyof our students.

Book of the Week | Review by Lian G
Wonderscape by Jennifer Bell

Eventhe first pageis intriguing. You,alongwith the gangof

Arthur, Renand Cecilyare pulled into an experienceǘƘŀǘΩǎ

out of this world, or moreaccuratelyout of our time.

In this mix of a half sci-fi and fantasy read, ȅƻǳΩƭƭfind

yourselfin a verystrangetime of meetingsomewell-known

historical figures. It all seemsquite fantastic that ǿŜΩƭƭbe

able to speakwith people so long ago from the past and

shareall the knowledgeweƳƛƎƘǘΩǾŜmissed!

However,there mightbesomeethicalissueslingeringin the

background. Betweengettinghomeon time and findingout

all the mysteryat work, it really is a hurricaneof decisions

andaction!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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BasketballTournament| Mr Roman
HerWorld, HerRulesOxford2025

Basketball England announcement: "A number of
basketballclubsand organisationshavebeenselectedto
deliver the next iteration of FIBA'swomen's and girls'
basketballcampaign,Her World, Her Rules(HWHR),on
behalf of BasketballEnglandand the British Basketball
Federation(BBF)"

We are delightedto sharethat GreyfriarsCatholicSchool
and OxfordElite BasketballAcademyhasbeenhonoured
with selection by Basketball England as a delivery
organisation, following the inspiring "Her World, Her
Rules"campaignled by FIBA,BasketballEngland,and the
British BasketballFederation,to organisea one-day 3x3
basketballtournamentfor girlsaspart of this initiative.

Overviewof the Tournament
The 'Her World, Her Rules' (HWHR)initiative is FIBA'slargest and most recognisedgrassroots
programmeglobally. An excitinganduniqueproject, it hasan extensiveand incredibletrack record
of successfullyraisingawarenessandpromotingwomen'sandgirls'basketballacrossthe globe.

Date:Tuesday 18th March 2025

Time:12:00 to 15:00

Venue : Greyfriars Catholic School- Sports Hall

12Girls teams (4 players per team):

U13 - 24 girls (year 7 andyear 8)

U15 - 24 girls (year 9 andyear 10)

Entry fee: £15/team(covered by Greyfriars Catholic School)

REGISTRATIONCLOSE- we reachthe numberof 12 teams.

Formore info contactMr. Roman.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Yourchild maybe ableto get free schoolmealsif you get any
of the following:
Å IncomeSupport
Å Income-basedWƻōǎŜŜƪŜǊΩǎAllowance
Å Income-relatedEmploymentandSupportAllowance
ÅSupportunderPartVIof ImmigrationandAsylumAct1999
ÅTheguaranteedelementof PensionCredit
ÅChild Tax Credit (provided ȅƻǳΩǊŜnot also entitled to

WorkingTaxCreditandhavean annualgrossincomeof no
more than£16,190)

ÅWorkingTaxCreditrun-on - paidfor 4 weeksafter youstopqualifyingfor WorkingTaxCredit
ÅUniversalCredit- if you applyon or after 1 April 2018your householdearningsmust be lessthan

£7,400a year(after tax andnot includinganybenefitsyouget).

If youwould like to apply,pleasecontactFionaEastonfor anapplicationform via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friendsof Greyfriarsis an open and important communityof parent volunteersworkingalongside
the schooland teachersto benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aimsto ensurethe
besteducationalandenrichmentexperiencefor all its students. Friendsof Greyfriarsis a reflection
of the schoolin the wider community.

Byjoiningthe Friendsof Greyfriarsyou canhelp the schoolto build a far more effectiveandup-to-
date teachingand learningenvironment,for the benefit of all its students. Everyoneis welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors,past students, past parents, anyone and everyonewho cares
aboutthe school. Pleasejoin usandbea Friend.

If youareinterested,pleasecontactSophieUpellinivia: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary

10 ς14 February | KS3 Assessment Week

10 February | Year 13 Exam Stress Workshop

11 February | Safer Internet Day

11 February | Banbury Bodyshop Horizons Trip

12 February | Made in Oxford Business Trip

12February| FalconBoatClubTrip

17 ς21 February | Half Term

24February | Year 11 PPE2 begins

SIMS Parent App ςDownload Now!
If you ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘalready done so, please download our
Parent App. This app enablesyou to view information
regardingyour child at school including their timetable,
achievements,reports and messagesfrom school. You
should have receivedan invitation email that you must
acceptandthis will then take you to a sign-in screen. You
can then use your normal Facebook,Twitter, Googleor
Microsoftusernameandpasswordto register.

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team
at Greyfriars Catholic School, please
email our School Business Manager,
SophieUpellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or
visit:
https://www .greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join
-us/vacanciesto view all our current
vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon ςFri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES
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