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DearGreyfriarsFamilies

Thisweek, we have beenreflecting on the powerful messagesn the Gospel W. S
mercifulQLuke6:27-38) At Greyfriarswe often talk aboutthe ripple effectt how
our actions,big or small,spreadgoodor harminto the world. Mercyis one of the
greatestripples we can create It is about choosingkindness,even when it is
difficult. Aswe preparefor Lent,this is the perfecttime to refocuson what really
matters.

LentA & jag® dbout givingthingsup. It is about becomingbetter people through
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving Making sacrificeshelp us to re-focus our mind; |
know our Muslim brothers and sisters also experience this re-focus during
Ramadanwhich startsthis weekend

Lentisatime to askourselves How do we showcareand mercyin our daily lives?
Who around usis struggling,and how canwe help? What smallacts of kindness
can we commit to that will make a lasting difference? This period of renewal
preparesus for the year aheadwith a senseof the connectionwe haveto our
community.

In term 4, our focuson CatholicSocialTeachings on The PreferentialOption for
the Poor. this callsus to seethose who are often overlookedt not just those
strugglingfinancially,but thosewho feel lonely. It compelsusto think about what
we cando to supportour community.

Aswe movethrough this seasonof Lent, let us all think about what kind of ripple
we want to create Together,our small acts of mercy can transform the world
aroundus.

With everyblessing

LyndseyCaldwell
Headteacher
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FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel Luke 6: 2738

“Love | Jesus said to his disciples: to you who hear | say, love your enemies, do ¢

is the c:;)l;;i;)fgce to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who

mistreat you. To the person who strikes you on one cheek, offer the other
as well, and from the person who takes your cloak, do not withhold even 'y
tunic. Give to everyone who asks of you, and from the one who takes wha
yours do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to
For if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinner
love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to yo

: “ what credit is that to you? Even sinners do the same. If you lend money tc
those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, anc
back the same amount. But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and lend expecting noth
back; then your reward will be great and you will be children of the Most High, for he himself is kind t
ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Stop judging and you will not t
judged. Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. Forgive and you will be forgiven. Give, an
will be given to you; a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be pourec
your lap. For the measure with which you measure will in return be measured out to you

Reflection
WS 4 dafitQ@ t 2y@usS y S Y arfsltb & 3 AaZ8eryonewho asksof & 2 dgfiot optional.
He statesit quite bluntly. Jesuds well aware that loving enemiesmight feel impossible,but
this is why he becameman: not to leave us as we are, but to transform us into men and
women capableof a greater love, the love of God Thisis the love that Jesusgivesto those
who ¥ K ShimMIThusit becomespossible!With him, thanksto his love, to his Spirit, we are
ableto love eventhosewho do not love us,eventhosewho do usharm.

Dear God, when we take an honest look at ourselves and an honest look at what Jesus
ZG[ MNZz ] K YKTYK ZNK JOYZGTI K HKZ]
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—

caused us pain. We have been called to forgive as we have been forgiven.
renewed understanding of what it means to be forgiven by You, a righteous
God and help us, in turn, to offer that forgiveness to others. Amen.

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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EnglandWomen vs SpainWomen ¢ A Memorable Experience]

Mr Dunne

On Wednesday,a group of 49 enthusiasticgirls from
Years7 to 10 had the incredible opportunity to attend
the England? 2 Y S yéxeifing match againstSpainat
WembleyStadium Thistrip wasorganisedwith the goal
of promoting women's football within our schooland
showingour studentswhat the sport looks like at the
highestlevel

The aim of the trip was to inspire our girls and
encourage them to get involved in football by
witnessingthe talent, passion,and excitementof the
game at such a prestigious event It was an
unforgettableexperiencefor the students,who hadthe
chanceto see some of the O 2 dzy tioNJtkleies in
action.

The atmosphereat the stadium was electric, and the
girls were particularly thrilled to witness Jesst | NJ|
fantastic goal, which was a standout moment of the
match Additionally, Lioness' goalkeeper Hannah
Hampton made some tremendous savesthat had the
crowd on their feet, showcasindher world-classskills

Butit ¢ | a jigaboutthe football ¢ the girlsalsohad a blastjoiningin with the crowd at full-time
tosingd { ¢ $ § NP faddyigioXhe senseof camaraderieand celebrationthat filled the stadium
Thetrip wasa hugesuccessand our girlsleft Wembleyinspiredand motivated by the level of play
they had seen Many of them haveexpresseda keeninterestin seeingmore women'sfootball in the
future, with severalalready askingif another trip to Wembley can be arranged | am excited to
announcethat plansfor anothertrip are currentlyin the pipeline!

Thisexperiencewas a fantasticopportunity for our studentsto engagewith g 2 Y' S j6@all in a
waythey ¢ 2 yT@det, andwe look forward to seeingmore girlsgettinginvolvedin the sport here at
schoolwith the launchof GirlsFootball Cluh beginningon:
Monday 3rd March from 3:154:15pm
All abilities welcome!
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evenHausTrip (formerly IBIS)| Dr Rogers
Year 8 Careers Trip to Wallingford Construction Site: Exploring Pathways in the Constructi@n
Industry
Aspart of the 'Horizonst N2 3 NJ five\5fir ear8 studentshad the excitingopportunity to visit
a live constructionsite in Wallingford,where a new communitycaféis beingbuilt. Thisvisit offered
an invaluableinsight into the world of construction and the many different careersinvolved in
bringinga projectto life.

We were fortunate to be guidedthroughthe site by Drew Jefferiesthe Directorof IbisConstruction
Drewtook the time to explainthe entire processof managinga constructionproject, from its initial
conceptto the final stagesbefore it is signed off. Studentslearned about the essentialroles
involved,includingthe planningapplication,quantity surveyingand groundworkst whichwe were
ableto observefirst-handasthe work wasbeingcarriedout.

The experiencehighlighted the importance of teamwork and communicationin the construction
industry, with various skilled trades working together to turn a vision into reality. Studentsalso
discoveredthe range of career opportunities available,from project managersand surveyorsto
builders,electriciansandmore.

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Drew Jefferies
and his team for generously giving their time to help our
students explore potential career pathways.

This trip has certainly sparked interest and opened up exciting
possibilities for the future of many students!

GREYFRIARS
01865 749933 CATHOLIC SCHOOL www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk



http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/

Staff in the Spotlight!

Ms L Caldwell | Headteacher

Tellis somethinginterestingabout yourself.

| usedto do a lot of endurancesport -- a lot of
marathons,swimmingandrunning,and| am also
an Ironman | would really like to swim the
EnglishiChannel.

If you could havedinner with an historicalfigure
or celebrity, who would it be and why?
AngelaCarter Sheis awriter. |think shewould
be greatfun.

Doyou havea Pet?

| have a miniature Schnauzercalled Bonnie |
never really thought | would havea dog, but my
daughterpersuadedme. | love the dogand | am
constantlysurprisedoy this.

What is your favourite book?

| have several favourite books (well I am an
Englishteacher!) OneHundredYearsof Solitude,
by Gabriel Garcia Marquez is a perfect and
complete book Emile Zola's RougonMacquart
series show the gritty realism of 19th Century
working class | alsolove Griefis the Thingwith
Feathers,Hamnet, Madame Bovary-- there are
just too many to mention AND | haven't even
noted poetry!
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Book of the Week | Review
by Lian G

Killjoy-Holly Jackson
The short prequel to the beloved W !Good
D A NJuifedo a dzNR 5 &®Brtainly a fun
read and it captures quite a few pop
references You follow Pip as & K SrQited
to a fun murder mystery game night with
her friends Youpiecethingstogetherasthe
story moves along and follow t A LJQ:
predictions :
If & 2 dz@ NdB of the
board game W/ f dZj
e 2 dzadfifitely enjoy W
this read. Evenbetter if §
youlikethe movieW/ f. g
Thehumouris refreshing &
ande 2 dguigdleto put 2\
the bookdown onceyou
pickit up!

HOLLY JACKSON

What is your favourite holiday destination?
Greeceor France

What is your favourite meal?
| love Frenchfood.

What do you love about working in a school?

There is a deep joy working in a school |
haven'teverfelt bored and | laugheverysingle
day. | alsothink it is a real privilegeto be part
of the lives of children and families | don't
think there is a better place to work than a
school!Teachings the bestjob in the world.

Isthere anythingelseyou would like to add?
GoTeamGreyfriars!
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Astroturf

We arereallypleasedto let you know that the Astroturf pitch
is scheduledto open earlier than expected¢ next week! It
looksamazingandg S QeMdiedto start makingfull useof it!

YES v/ YES v/ NO X NO X

Studs (moulded) Plastic Studs / Screw In Astro Turf Trainers Blades or Boots with metal Flat Soled
(screw in less than 15mm) or metal tipped studs eg. Trainers etc.

i S 8 =@
‘ \)| Pleasenote that your child will need
~ v-f’ - Astroturf trainers or turf football boots
g %

, ¢ seethe picture below for examplesof
\

Dlm led
eg. Spmallst hockey shoes

e
¥

the shoes that will be permitted.

Studentswearingthe incorrectfootwear

will not be permitted on the Astroturf.
Message for KS4 | Mr Strachan
A brief messagdrom me today, but onefilled with admirationand pride! Today,| hadthe pleasureof
visitingall the Year10 FormClasses$o sharethat | havebeentruly impressedoy how fantasticthey
havebeen at the start of this half-term. Their excellentbehaviour,dedication,and focusin lessons
this week are shiningthrough, and they are setting a wonderful exampleby wearingtheir uniforms
smartlyandearningwell-deservedachievemenpointsacrosshe school

A specialmention must go to a group of Year10 studentswho representedthe student body in
discussionswith the Governorsabout the Catholicethos of our school A particular shoutout to
Tavonga10JM),who spokeso eloquentlyand beautifully expressedhe missionof our school- what
anincredibleambassador¥earl0 is truly embracingthe Greyfriarsway, guidedby their exceptional
Form TeachersMiss Manns,Mr Cunninghamand Mr Mulvany. A huge congratulationsto all - keep
up the tremendouswork!

Meanwhile, our Year11s have completedthe first of two weeksof PPEgMock Exams)with such
impressivematurity. Theircommitmentto doing their best is evident, and we are all hopeful that
their hard work will be reflectedin their results Examseasoncanbe challengingbut it is heartening
to seethem approachingit with courage,determination, and belief in themselves We wish them
everysuccesssthey continuestrivingto be the verybestversionsof themselves

Keepgoing,everyone- you are makingusincrediblyproud!

GREYFRIARS
01865 749933 CATHOLIC SCHOOL www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk



http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/

G et QREYFRIARS

CATHOLIC SCHOOL

GENERAL NOTICES

Congratulations!

A huge congratulationsto Mr. Mastersonon his appomtment as Headteacherat BlessedGeorge
Napier,Banbury startingin September!

While Greyfriarswill certainlymisshim, we are confidentthat he will thrive and achievegreatsucces
in hisnewrole. sI

\MLCQME Library News | Miss Brett
-='= Greyfriars Literary Festival

FHJE ;
LIBRARY ! rd 14th March 2025

READ YOUR WAY, I e,;,-':}
Hello fellow \]_:( |I:‘H ]DEJ
readers! - 7

IT IS FI NALLY H E R | This year’s Literary Festival is all about M’AT you like to read and "ow you like to read.

e hope that you take this opportunity to explore different genres, formats, and media to discover your
ﬂ new favourites. Come to the library and begin your new reading adventure!

We have lots of excitingactivitiesplanned,includingquizzes staff panels,art and writing clubs,and
lots of greatpoetry. Therewill be someexcitingtalksandworkshops,ncludingone from the one and

only PatersonJoseph! Comealongto the libraryandseeg K | an@id the nexttwo weeks take part
andyoumightevenwin a prize!

Also,f S fiofférget WORLIBOOKDAYon 6t of March! All studentsshouldhave
receivedtheir book tokensand cancometo the library to exchanget for one of
the WBDbooks! Alternatively,you canusethem (onetoken per person)to havea
discounton other booksduringthe Usbornebookfair on Monday3™ of March.

| would also like to highlight some internal and external competitions Writing and Illustrating
competitions Designa National Book Token Beyond Boundaries(science)Art Competition, and
Jubilee Pilgrimsof HopeCompetition Takepart andyou mightwin someamazingprizes

| am very excitedand hopingto seeyou all in the library next week! ¢ K | itiféx @ow. Until next
timeX
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Catholic Life News | Mr Sparx Update | Mr Secker
Greer :
WEEK 22" gparx Maths
Total hours spent on Number of questions
Sparx this year answers correctly
6,495 hrs 391,568
Mithun R K 9 49,407 AnaPaulaCR 9 295,007
Da Vinci T 8 38,138 DaVinci T 8 257,138
Ana Paula C 9 31,653 Isabelle H 5 192,953
Miu Miu M 7 30,388 Jack C 9 167,721
Samayrah K 9 30,350 Klea L 9 157,321
Chris J 8 23,734 Hajira R 11 137,652
NediaDCS$S 8 23,652 Kryspin B 10 129,228
Sabella O 7 23,421 Ahmad R 9 105,605
Ahmed M 11 22,160 Shehar B 10 101,518
Simrah H 10 21,752 Mathila H 10 101,403

Highest average XP
p::gr Siciort Reached a new XP

10a/Ma3 (783 Lewis S 11 5,775 Level:

XP) Shania E 14 2,645 60 students
Ayden M 10 2,540

Kryspin B 10 1,609 K
Ana Paula C 9 3,071 ee
\N e“ Samayrah K 9 2,788 t h P Up
Ayesha J 8 2,018 e
donE‘- Da Vinci T 8 1,202 good
Rosin G 7 3,075 WOrk
Miu Miu M 7 1,675

CatholicLife Ambassadorfiave been busythis week! We had a lovely visit from our Governorson

Thursdaymorning Many studentswere eagerto meet them and shareabout what they love about

our school They helped to comment on the Catholiccharacterof all that we do and why it's

meaningfulto them. Theyalsoeagerlyexplainedsomeof our future plansfor the school'sCatholic
Life

Theyalso helped cleanand preparethe ChaplaincyRoomfor studentsto use Thiswas a massive
effort - | couldn't have done all of the organisingwithout them! Theyeven set up a displaythat

includesrosariesdonatedby the CateniarRosaryGroup

Welook forward to teachingstudentshow to praythe rosarythis spring!

GREYFRIARS
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Careerd MissManns

Careerd-estParents/CarersSession OxLEP
CareersFestreturns for 2025 and is set to not only ™ o
connectyoung peoplewith someof h E ¥ 2 NRZest A Nﬂat%loyers,
employers¢ but highlight significant career pathways training providers,
available in the county ¢ with a separate session  ypiersities, and
targeted at parentsand carers Thiswill take placeon ' furthereducation colleges
19th and 20th March 2024 at The KassamStadium, = msseuicnense s eig

. - i formation, advic_e and guidance on future pathways and
with a 'twilight' sessionfor parentsand carerson 19th = sfrene=eresee careers
March from 16:00-19:00. For more information and to Q e et

register. Clickhere A o |

Yearl0 Mock Interviews

Y10 WORK  Thesewill be taking place on 3@ April in preparationfor the work
EXPERIENCE experiencdater this academicyear. If youwould like to be involved
24 JUNE - 27 JUNE 2025 i thjs event, pleaseexpressyourinterestvia careers@gfcsk

To offer a placement or for more
information:

Contact workexperienceagfes.uk

OR -
Scan the QR code %
|=ib3]

For lots of useful information regarding careers,
please click

OxLep Picks of the Week

SixthFormNews| Mr Shaw

UCAS Discoveries Trip
Onthe 24th of March,we will be taking Year12 studentsto UCA®iscoveriesat the LondonExCeL

Centre Theeventwill provideanopportunityto:
W Speakto universities and colleges about courses and UCAS

universitylife
W Meet with employers and apprenticeship providers to DHSCOVE‘H%Y

learnaboutapprenticeshipgndavailableoptions
W Consultwith qualified careersadvisersabout their future UK TOUR
pathways

W Attendtalksfrom expertsin their fields
W Connectwith UCASxpertsfor dedicatedsupportandguidanceon your options

We are excitedto offer this opportunity and are lookingforward to sharingthis opportunity with the
Y12s. TobookyourO K A filaReRl&asegoto your ParentPayaccount

GREYFRIARS
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SparxReaderChampiony MissMoss

Welldoneto everybodyin KS on their readingadventures!

¢KA&d 6S5S1Qa { LI NE AlKimeySpinaCyiampions

I U TR T TR

Endof TermMessagdor Year7 | Mr Weedon

| havebeenvisitinglessonsagainthis week In Missw S R ReBa@ & wasfantasticto seeso many
of our students engaged and excited about maths throughout the lesson - lots of
achievementpoints were given out. Miss b I a KiSi@ry classis always fun to visit Our
children are always so engagedand ask lots of questions When | asked a question, it was
answeredby our students

| wasalsoluckyenoughto go on the Wembleytrip thisweek It wasgreatto havesomanyY7 girls
involved We are excitedto be runninga football clubfor girlsstartingfrom nextweek

DEADLINE

Today is the deadline to pay the deposit for the Hill End Trip! | would love to se
many of my students there as possible. Please do sign up if you can!

3%

AchievementPoints
CSENI T KEFa GKS Yz2ald FOKAS@SYSyG LRAyGa

1232

We are leading by over 250 poirgsvell done!

| am extremely proud of the efforts of all students.

GREYFRIAR
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RevisionTips for SuccessWorking Smart for LastingLearning|
Mr Dingley

At GreyfriarsCatholicSchoolwe believethat effective revision
is the cornerstoneof academicsuccessWith examseasonon
the horizon, we want to share some practical revision tips |
designedto help you consolidateyour learningand maximise
everystudysession &

Active RevisionTechniques
Active revisionmeansengagingdirectly with your material rather than just re-readingyour notes
Techniguessuchas summarisingnformation in your own words, teachingconceptsto a friend, or
discussingkey ideas in classcan deepen your understanding One proven method is retrieval
practicar regularlyquizzingyourselfon what & 2 dzRa#r@dreinforcesyour memoryand highlights
anyareasneedingextraattention.

Spacingand PacingYour Study

Ratherthan cramming,try to spaceyour revision over severaldays Breakingyour revisioninto
manageablechunksallowsyour mind time to consolidatenew knowledgeand reducesthe stressof
lastminute study marathons A well-planned revision timetable that pacesyour learning, with
regularbreaks,canmakea significantdifference

Making Useof ClassroonTools

5 2 yi@get the valueof the tools providedin class Everystudentat Greyfriarshastheir own mini
whiteboard integrated into their planner a fantastic resourcefor quick quizzesand note-taking
Usingyour mini whiteboardduringrevisioncanhelp you write down key points, test your recall,and
checkyour answersinstantly. Rememberto bring it and a workingwhiteboardpento everylesson,
so@ 2 dzMIBreadyto engageactivelywith yourwork.

SpeakingYourRevision

Oral revisionis another excellent strategy Techniquedike | Say,You Sayand choral responses,
which you experiencein lessonscan be very effective when appliedto your home study. Speakings
out loud helps clarify your thoughts and reinforcesyour learning, turning passiverevisioninto an
interactiveprocess

Byintegratingthesestrategiesinto your revisionroutine, € 2 da@wefl-preparedfor your upcoming
assessmentsRemembersuccess\ & jisabout hardworkt A (aBaiit working smart Bestof luck
with yourrevision!
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BasketballTournament| Mr Roman
HerWorld, Her RulesOxford 2025

Basketball England announcement "A number of
basketballclubsand organisationshave been selectedto
deliver the next iteration of FIBA'swomen's and girls'
basketballcampaign,Her World, Her Rules(HWHR),on
behalf of BasketballEnglandand the British Basketball
Federation(BBF)"

We are delightedto sharethat GreyfriarsCatholicSchool
and Oxford Elite BasketballAcademyhasbeen honoured
with selection by Basketball England as a delivery
organisation, following the inspiring "Her World, Her
Rules"campaignled by FIBA BasketbalEnglandandthe
British BasketballFederation,to organisea one-day 3x3
basketbaltournamentfor girlsaspart of this initiative.

Overviewof the Tournament
The 'Her World, Her Rules' (HWHR)initiative is FIBA'slargest and most recognisedgrassroots
programmeglobally An excitingand unique project, it hasan extensiveand incredibletrack record
of successfullyaisingawarenessand promotingwomen'sandgirls'basketballacrosshe globe

Date:Tuesday 18 March 2025
Time:12:00 to 15:00
Venue : Greyfriars Catholic Schdgports Hall
12 Girls teams (4 players per team):
U13- 24 girls (year 7 angear 8)
U15- 24 girls (year 9 angear 10)

Entry fee: £15/team (covered by Greyfriars Catholic School)
REGISTRATIAN.OSEwe reachthe number of 12teams

Formoreinfo contactMr. Roman
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