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Dear Greyfriars Families

This week’s Gospel reflects on the Transfiguration – a moment when the disciples
saw Jesus in His glory and were reminded that, even in the face of difficulty, there is
beauty and hope in the journey. Life’s challenges can sometimes feel overwhelming,
but the Transfiguration teaches us that strength comes from recognising beauty and
truth along the way. Living a life rooted in meaning and integrity allows us to navigate
even the hardest paths with courage.

Spring has also arrived at Greyfriars! It has been glorious to see the school come to
life in the sunshine, with students enjoying time outdoors and the whole community
feeling energised by the change in season. The message of the Transfiguration
reminds us that even when the road is difficult, there is beauty and meaning in the
journey. Let us carry that strength and hope into the coming weeks as we continue to
support, appreciate and uplift one another.

Have a beautiful weekend with your families.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

It has been a wonderfully busy and uplifting week at
Greyfriars. On Wednesday, we held our Science Fair,
which was a fantastic celebration of curiosity and
discovery. The level of creativity and knowledge on
display was truly impressive. Also, it was our reminder
that Mr Turner really does like to blow things up! On
Thursday, we welcomed families to our Year 9 Options

Evening, helping students to think about the next steps in their academic journey and
the exciting possibilities that lie ahead. Here is Mr Mulvany, our wonderful Head of
Business and IT, showing the possibilities that there are in business GCSE. There has
been a remarkable level of joy and focus in our school and I am grateful to be part of
it, and to work with students and staff that are so invested in our community.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel Luke 9: 28b - 36

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
The Transfiguration is a pivotal event where Jesus is transformed in front of three of his
disciples—Peter, James, and John—on a mountain. While praying, Jesus's appearance changes.
His face becomes radiant, and his clothes turn dazzling white, symbolising his divine glory. Two
figures from the Old Testament, Moses and Elijah, appear and talk with Jesus. They discuss his
upcoming departure (his death and resurrection) in Jerusalem, signifying the fulfilment of
God's plan for salvation. Peter, overwhelmed and unsure of how to respond, offers to build
three shelters for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah. This is a sign of deep respect and worship. However,
as he speaks, a cloud envelops them, and a voice from the cloud declares, "This is my Son,
whom I have chosen; listen to him." This voice affirms Jesus as God’s Son, and He carries equal
authority. The Transfiguration reveals Jesus' divine nature and glory, establishing him as the
ultimate fulfilment of God's promises. Just as Jesus reminds His disciples of His power and His
divinity, we too are reminded of God’s strength as we read this story. We too follow a God
who goes before us strongly and always fulfils His promises.

Jesus took Peter, John, and James and went up the mountain to pray. While he 
was praying his face changed in appearance and his clothing became dazzling 
white. And behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses and Elijah, who 
appeared in glory and spoke of his exodus that he was going to accomplish in 
Jerusalem. Peter and his companions had been overcome by sleep, but 
becoming fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 
As they were about to part from him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is good that 
we are here; let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses, and one for

Elijah.’ But he did not know what he was saying. While he was still speaking, a cloud came and cast a 
shadow over them, and they became frightened when they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came 
a voice that said, ‘This is my chosen Son; listen to him.’ After the voice had spoken, Jesus was found 
alone. They fell silent and did not at that time tell anyone what they had seen.

An Irish Blessing for St. Patrick's Day.

May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.

May the sun shine warm upon your face;
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again,  

May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Catholic Life News | Mr Greer

Congratulations!
A huge congratulations to Nadia and her team who took
3rd place at the Rhythmic British Groups Qualification at
Northumbria University at the weekend.

Based on the results of the 2025 National Group
Qualification Competition, the girls have made it to the
Gold Level Group National Competitions and Finals. Their
next stop if the Spring Stars Cup, London.

Students have helped prepare for many new initiatives that are coming soon
(it's a secret!). They spent Tuesday afternoon, after school, organising
binders, unboxing deliveries, and organising prayer materials for form
tutors.

As always, the Catholic Life of the school could not run without their help. It
is immensely appreciated, and will be felt as a gift to all in the coming
weeks!

Good luck from 
Greyfriars!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Library News | Miss Brett
Hello fellow readers! Welcome to the sunniest week yet! Oh what joy it

is to finally be able to read in the sun😊.

This week, I would like to share with you a story that was created by

team effort in our Collaborative Story Writing workshop, run by Mr

Greer during the Literary Festival.

Summer had come early to Oxford: it greeted everyone in March rather than its

typical home of June. The weather brightened our day in contrast to the usual

soggy morning in Great Britain making it seem idealistic and memorable. The

waves and the loud seagulls make me awake. I rise groggily and in shock at the

time. I am hoping to be able to go surfing but it was too boring, since no one else

would go out with me. This streak of abandonment can’t keep going, I need

someone, I need something. I need “Magic”.

Isn’t it glorious? Where would the story go next? Can you hear the distinct voices

of all the writers who contributed to this story? Can you guess how many there

were? Do you want to join them??

We have a Storytelling Corner in the library, where you can either contribute to a

collaborative effort, or write your very own story using a prompt (or just your

imagination). Come and have a try! Who knows, you might even win our new

short story competition and get a prize! It’s always worth having a go, especially

if you are an aspiring writer.

Finally, our “Positive Vibes Only” wall is flourishing! However, there is always

room for more positive thoughts in the library! Come and share yours.

Word of the week: Tolerance [noun] - willingness to accept behaviour and beliefs that are different

from your own, although you might not agree with or approve of them

Examples: (1) Some members of the party would like to see it develop a greater tolerance of/towards

contrary points of view. (2) He asked for tolerance of his habits. (3) The two peoples lived together in

mutual tolerance.

[Cambridge Online Dictionary]

Enjoy the sun and lots of reading!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Careers | Miss Manns

For lots of useful information regarding careers, 
please click:

OxLep Picks of the Week

Careers Fest 2025
On Wednesday, 19th March Dr Rogers, Mr Cunningham,
Mr Mulvany and myself accompanied our Year 10
students to Oxfordshire's Career Fest hosted at the
Kassam Stadium. This was an opportunity for our
students to engage with the numerous employers and
training providers, in addition to the different further
and higher education providers available to them in the
local area. Students were able to explore options for
their upcoming work experience and the future
pathways that they are interested in.

Each and every one of our students were outstanding! Exhibitors from the event were delighted to
be recognised by our students from previous in-school events and commented on how polite and
engaged the Greyfriars students were. Our students represented the school and themselves
remarkably throughout the event and I really couldn't be more proud!

East Oxford Parent Power Meeting 1st of April!
April 1st at Rose Hill Community Centre 6:00pm to 8:00pm
(online zoom attendance available). There will be a talk
from Oxford Brookes University on GSCE options and how we can
discuss with young people their motivations, interests and who
they are as a person to help make those choices and beyond.

Whether GCSE choices are in the future or already happened, discussing what makes us happy, our
skills, interests and values and how understanding ourselves better can help shape what we want to
do from GSCEs to A-levels, apprenticeships or onto to University and work. Then we'll also discuss
our tutoring and other campaigns planning out next actions going forward. Sign-up Here!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek180325?e=20e0a73c58
Sign-up Here!
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6th Form News | Ms McCabe
House Assemblies
Our Sixth Form students have been busy
planning the House Assemblies for next
week. This is an opportunity for students to
really shine as role models and leaders in
our school. Each group will be talking about
their chosen charity to the students in their
House and our focus for the term
'Preferential Treatment of the Poor'.
Student leadership is an area we have really
sought to develop this year and our Sixth
Formers are setting a wonderful example.

UCAS Trip
A reminder that Y12 have their UCAS trip on
Monday. They should be in school by
8:45am. The coach will leave promptly at
9:00am. Students should remember to
bring a packed lunch. Food can be bought
inside the venue but it is expensive and the
queues are long! Any student who is not on
the trip will be expected to be in school as
usual.

Y13 Revision
Y13 should be well into their revision
routines with summer exams around the
corner. The term break, in particular, is a
key opportunity to really consolidate
knowledge and revise content. We have
many resources in Sixth Form to support
students with their independent revision -
from blank flashcards to revision materials
to highlighters. If any student is in need of
anything to support their revision, please
come to see us.

Maths Feast | Mr Secker
On Wednesday eight brilliant maths students took
part in Maths Feast, a maths competition for Year
10 students hosted by Wheatly Park School and
run by the AMSP.

David, Arnav, Tyrone and Mfoniso made up one
team and Lian, Joseph, Aoife and Izzy made up
the other team. Both teams competed
fantastically well in really tough challenges,
scoring especially well in the " Would I lie to you"
round and the relay round.

A brilliant effort from both teams who both
ended on the same points and should be very
proud of their efforts on the day.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child
needs Astroturf trainers or turf
football boots – see the picture
adjacent for examples of the
shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear
will not be permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little
as £4.99 via Sports Direct (Sondico
ones).

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

Book of the Week | Review by Lian G
To Kill a Kingdom by Alexandra Christo (YA)
A very dark and perhaps loose retelling of ‘The Little Mermaid’, it’s
mythical and great at worldbuilding. It expands a reader’s perspective
of fantastical creatures like sirens and mermaids, giving a darker view
on their nature rather than an idealised glimpse of these people of the
seas.

The story as a whole is almost enticing and gives the reader a strange
feeling of tension as you carry on with the novel. Genuinely intrigued
on how things should escalate and resolve out of all the twists and
turns fitted into the pages. It also challenges ideas of nobility and duty,
fighting for ideals of liberation and independence. It’s a sharp and
quite an interesting read.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Sparx Reader Champions | Miss Moss
Well done to everybody in KS3 on their reading adventures!

01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

Boy Girl

Year 7 Grant Abi

Year 8 Da Vinci Ayesha

Year 9 Yurume Phoebe

This week’s Sparx Champions

Boy Girl

Year 7 Abdullah Anne Marie

Year 8 Da Vinci Kamsi

Year 9 Jesse Phoebe

All time Sparx Champions

OxClean | Dr Dillon
Greyfriars Y7s and 6th Formers took part in the OxClean initiative over the last fortnight and have
been clearing rubbish from Cricket Road and the school site. OxClean is an Oxford Civic Society
initiative dedicated to keeping Oxford clean and tidy.

Our students have helped ensure that Oxford is a welcoming
and pleasant place for people to live in, work in and visit.
We completed this as part of our LiveSimply journey - an
opportunity for our Catholic school to answer the call to
care for our common home and stand in solidarity with our
sisters and brothers around the world.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

Match Report | Mr Dunne
Greyfriars Year 8 Boys Shine in 7 - 0 Friendly Win Over Lord William’s

Going the Extra Mile for SSNAP: Supporting sick newborns and
their families

Mr Masterson has run both the Great North West Run and the Bath half marathon on Sunday. This
is followed by a further half marathon at Oxford in October running a total of 39.3 miles in total.

Donations are welcome and can be made through his JustGiving page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?newPage=true#sharePage. 

Together, we can ensure that no family goes through the traumatic experience of having a sick
newborn alone.

The fundraising campaign, initiated by St Edmund
House students and staff, aims to raise awareness
and financial support for SSNAP, whose work is
crucial in offering both emotional and practical
support to families during the fragile early days of a
newborn’s life. This charity steps in to provide families with resources, guidance, and even financial 
assistance during a time when parents are grappling with the uncertainty of their child’s health and 
well-being. 

Greyfriars Y8 boys delivered a dominant performance in their friendly fixture against Lord
William's, cruising to an emphatic 7 - 0 victory on our brand-new 3G Astro.

From the first whistle, Greyfriars showed their attacking intent and quickly took control of the
game. Lushun opened the scoring early, setting the tone with a composed finish. He went on to
grab a second goal, demonstrating his sharp eye for goal. Further strikes from Kevin, Ruchy, Kaylun,
Paulo, and Joshua sealed an outstanding all-round display.

The creativity behind the goals was equally impressive. Bam Bam and Kevin led the way with two
assists each, while Kaylun, Joshua, and Lushun each added an assist, showcasing excellent
teamwork throughout the match.

At the back, goalkeeper Shekarau remained solid and focused, ensuring the team kept a clean
sheet to round off a complete performance.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?newPage=true#sharePage
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Message for KS4 | Mr Strachan
Today was a wonderful milestone for our Year 11 students —their official Year Group Photograph.
Our students looked truly outstanding in their uniforms as professional photographers captured this
special moment. Standing proudly alongside them were our Headteacher, KS3 Pastoral Manager,
and Year 11 Tutors, making it a memory to treasure.

We hope that in years to come, our students will look back on their time here with warmth and joy,
reminiscing about friendships, achievements, and the journey they shared. May this photograph
serve as a reminder of the incredible chapter they’ve written together.

The poem below (author unknown) beautifully captures the essence of this moment.

Details of how to place an order for the photograph will be sent in due course.

Have a wonderful weekend!

Years of lessons, trials, and cheer,
Now we pose, the end draws near.
Captured now in black and white,
Yet glowing still, our future’s light.

When we part and go our way,
This photograph will always stay—

A piece of us, a bond so tight,
Year 11 framed in time just right.

A moment frozen, clear and bright,
All together, bathed in light.

Smiles and laughter, side by side,
A snapshot filled with schoolyard pride.

Blazers crisp and ties held neat,
Memories gathered, bittersweet.

Standing tall, yet looking back,
Tracing steps along our track.

Business News | Mr Mulvany
Miss Longley-Williams led two groups of our students as they took part in the prestigious Made in
Oxford competition. They went head-to-head with other schools from across the county having been
given the challenge to design and create a space in the Westgate that could be used by the general
public.

Although they didn’t take home the top prize, both teams showed incredible dedication, creativity,
and teamwork throughout the event. Their hard work and determination were clear to see, and they
should be extremely proud of everything they achieved. Well done to everyone involved!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Building Cultural Capital: How Knowledge Opens Doors | Mr
Dingley
At Greyfriars Catholic School, we believe that knowledge doesn’t just help students succeed in
lessons and exams—it opens doors to new opportunities, ideas, and experiences. This is what we
mean by building cultural capital.

What Is Cultural Capital?
Cultural capital is the knowledge, skills, and experiences that help people succeed in education,
work, and wider life. It includes understanding key ideas in history, literature, science, and the arts,
as well as knowing about current events and the world around us.

When students have strong cultural capital, they:
❖ Join in with more conversations and debates
❖ Understand references in books, films, and news
❖ Feel confident in different social and professional settings
❖ Have greater choice in their future studies and careers

Why It Matters
The more you know, the easier it is to learn more. Knowledge is sticky—it sticks to what you already
know, making new ideas easier to understand and remember. Cultural capital works in the same
way: when students have a broad base of knowledge, they can connect new learning to the wider
world, leading to deeper understanding.

At Greyfriars, we help build cultural capital through:
❖ A knowledge-rich curriculum that teaches powerful ideas in every subject
❖ Through our Period 5 Enrichment session on a Wednesday afternoon
❖ Discussing key cultural and historical events during form time and assemblies
❖ Encouraging students to read widely—fiction, non-fiction, newspapers, and more
❖ Trips and opportunities that broaden horizons beyond the classroom

How Knowledge Opens Doors
When students develop cultural capital, they feel more confident joining discussions, writing
persuasively, and understanding different perspectives. This not only helps them succeed in school
but prepares them for university interviews, job opportunities, and life in the wider world.
Knowledge is empowering. It gives students the tools to make informed decisions, to engage with
society, and to shape their own futures. At Greyfriars, we are proud to help our students build the
cultural capital that opens doors to endless possibilities.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sparx Update | Mr Secker

Well done!
Keep up the good work.

Restaurant
Keep your eyes open for the new
Summer Menu in our restaurant.
This will be published after Easter.
Students - come along and try it out!

Year 10 IT -VR Headsets |
Mr Mulvany
Year 10 IT students have been pushing
the boundaries of creativity by using
virtual reality (VR) headsets in their
lessons. They have been exploring how
VR technology can be used to design
and create unique pieces of 3D digital
artwork.

Equipped with the latest VR headsets
and design software, students
immersed themselves in 3D
environments where they could draw,
sculpt, and paint in a virtual space. This
hands-on experience allowed them to
develop their artistic skills while also
learning about how technology is
transforming creative industries and
why Human drawing is so much better
than AI.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
24 March | Y12 UCAS Exhibition, London ExCel

25 March | Into University Y8 and Y13 Workshops

26 March | Year 9 Options Taster Day

26 March | Falcon Boat Club Trip

26 March | Hamlet Theatre Trip

27 March | Y8 Into University St Hilda’s Trip

27 March | Oxford Young Sport Leaders – Day 4

27 March | Y12 BNDU Trip

28 March | Y10 Mills & Reeve Trip

1 April | Basketball Tournament

3 April | Y10 Mock Interviews

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
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