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Dear Greyfriars Families

This week’s Gospel focuses on Doubting Thomas, a moment that reminds us that it is okay to
question, to seek understanding, and to wrestle with our faith. Jesus’ response to Thomas is not
one of anger, but of compassion: He meets him where he is and invites him to believe. At
Greyfriars, we hold fast to this idea that asking questions is part of growth, and that doubt, when
met with love and truth, can lead to deeper faith and understanding. Luckily, we work with
children and they ask a lot of questions! It is a great privilege to help them find their answers.

A significant part of our week has been welcoming inspectors from the Birmingham Diocese, who
have been assessing the Catholic Life and Mission of our school, including our RE teaching and
collective worship. It has been genuinely joyful to witness our students shining so brightly; they
have been articulate, thoughtful, and proud of their faith and community. They have been
powerful examples of The Greyfriars Way, and I couldn’t be prouder to be part of such a
dedicated and joyful school.

As we continue to grow as a community, your voice matters. Please do take a moment to
complete the form shared with families, it helps us to reflect and improve, together.

Parent Survey

With very best wishes for a peaceful long weekend.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

It’s been another busy and joyful week in school. After the energy
and pride of last week’s Community Awards Evening, pictured
here, we’ve continued to celebrate the gifts of our students. Some
of our Year 9 and Year 10 students had the chance to see
Macbeth, a brilliant opportunity to deepen their engagement with
literature and see Shakespeare’s work come alive. We also
welcomed families to Year 9 Parents’ Evening, where the sense of
partnership between home and school was as strong as ever. They
also made their choices for GCSEs, an exciting time.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.office.com/r/eB9wfYd2k9
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – John 20:19-31 

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Despite his lack of faith, we should be grateful to Thomas, because he was not content to hear from
others that Jesus was alive, or merely to see him in the flesh. He wanted to see inside, to touch
with his hand the Lord’s wounds, the signs of his love. The Gospel calls Thomas Didymus (v. 24),
meaning the Twin, and in this he is truly our twin brother. Because for us too, it isn’t enough to
know that God exists. A God who is risen but remains distant does not fill our lives; an aloof God
does not attract us, however just and holy he may be. No, we too need to “see God”, to touch him
with our hands and to know that he is risen, and risen for us. How can we see him? Like the
disciples: through his wounds.” –Pope Francis

As this past weekend was the funeral for Pope Francis, we continue to pray for the repose of his soul

“In your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our brothers and sisters. In this life you embraced them with your 
tender love; deliver them now from every evil and bid them eternal rest. The old order has passed away: welcome 

them into paradise, where there will be no sorrow, no weeping or pain, but the fullness of peace and joy with your 
Son and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen."

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were 
locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are

forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said 
to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nail marks and put my 
hand into his side, I will not believe.” Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was 
with them. Jesus came, although the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with 
you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into 
my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my 
God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and have believed.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are 
not written in this book. But these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life in his name.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Catholic Life News | Mr Greer

.

Congratulations!
Once again, a huge congratulations to Nadia and her team who won two medals at the British Open
Apparatus Championship 2025. They achieved silver for their clubs routine and bronze for hoop.
Well done girls!

This week, we began our Rosary Prayer services in the Chapel.
Catholic Life Ambassadors met for the service on Tuesday, Year
11s hosted a service on Wednesday, and Y10s hosted a service
on Friday.

The purpose of this service is to help students understand the
rosary as a form of prayer they can use in their own lives.
Hopefully some will share this prayer with their form groups and
with their families. The prayer is dedicated to Our Lady, as she
helps us to grow closer to her Son, Jesus.

The rosary was a beloved prayer of Pope Francis, and so we
planned this service in memory of him as well as for the reason
that May is the month dedicated to Mary. More rosary services
to come!

Next stop…Newcastle and 
National Group Finals. 

Good luck!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Macbeth, The Playhouse Theatre | Miss Moss

It was a memorable afternoon that sparked conversation and reflection, and it will be invaluable to
our students as they begin their study of Macbeth. I don’t think any of the students, including myself,
will ever be able to read the character of Ross without a shaky voice and an air of comedy—a
character newly redefined for me!

This week, a group of us had the pleasure of attending a gripping
performance of Shakespeare’s Macbeth at the local theatre.

This modern reimagining of the play starred just two actors, who
impressively played over 20 roles—distinguishing between each
character using only their body language and accents. It was a bold and
captivating performance that showcased not only immense skill but also
remarkable stamina—we couldn’t quite believe how many lines and
stage cues they had memorised!

The excellent staging and lighting added to the sense of foreboding,
drawing us into the dark, treacherous world of ambition and fate.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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England Women’s 
National Football Team vs 

Jamaica
King Power Stadium, 

Leicester City
Sunday 29th June 2025

Book your place now via ParentPay!

Book of the Week | Review by 
Lian G - Thornhill by Pam Smy

The similarities between

characters and their

interwoven worlds are

striking to the reader.

The details written and illustrated within are

fantastic, especially when you focus a little

more on the time periods our characters are

from. A lot of things inside this novel are small

miss-able puzzle pieces-that is until everything

starts to snap into place.

A hauntingly beautiful novel. It fills you with

suspense and a sense of insatiable curiosity.

The way it’s written (and illustrated) is

dynamic, illuminating and very much unique.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Library News | Miss Brett
Hello Fellow Readers! What a glorious

week we’ve had. I hope you all got lots of

opportunities to enjoy reading outside😊.

Our Scholastic Book Fair this week was

well-attended, let’s see if we spent enough

Before we move on to more everyday library news, I

want to pause and appreciate this beautifully written

Student Librarian application. It made my day! It made

my week! Not only because so many students WANT

TO be part of our library community, but also because

of the sheer effort this particular (now) Student

Librarian put into these words: Isn’t it just

magnificent?! You can just see the kindness and

ambition emanate from the page. I am extremely

glad and grateful to have Tomasi on my team!

Congratulations to Alda and Sahas, who through their

hard work and commitment, have earned the Head

Librarian status for this term. Could you be the next

Head Librarian?

Two New reading competitions

Reading Champ – borrow, read, return as many books

from the library as you can and become our Reading

Champ! (we are still doing the Library Loyalty

Bookmarks as well!)

Tutor Group Reading Championship – borrow books

from the library, read them, return them. Encourage

students in your Tutor Group to do the same!

“I usually come to the library to do home

work. My experience in the library has

been good, I feel very welcomed and enjoy

coming.

I want to be a librarian because I believe in

the power of information, education, and

community. Libraries are more than a

place to borrow books – they are places

where you can embrace yourself. As

someone who is passionate about helping

others I see librarianship as a way to

make a meaningful difference in people’s

lives every day.

I love the thought of helping out in the

library, and encouraging others to come

read. I am truly grateful to accept the

position to become a librarian. I believe

that becoming a librarian aligns

perfectly with my values and my desire

to contribute to the task that has been

given. Many thanks, Tomasi”

money to get some free books for the library. If so, I will show you the books next week.

There will be weekly leaderboard, updates and prizes every two terms. There will also be The Reading

Championship Cup that any tutor group can win for two terms, and if you remain reigning champions

for the entire year, you get a special prize! JOIN THE FUN! That’s it for now. Remember to read every

day for at least 20 minutes!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Sparx Reader Champions | Miss Moss
Well done to everybody in KS3 on their reading adventures!
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Boy Girl

Year 7 Ronnie Anne-Marie

Year 8 Omer Kamsi

Year 9 Themi Isabelle

This week’s Sparx Champions

Boy Girl

Year 7 Alex Anne Marie

Year 8 Da Vinci Kamsi

Year 9 Jesse Phoebe

All time Sparx Champions

Message for Year 8 and Year 9 | 

Mrs Reddy
We were thrilled to witness such a positive

turnout at last night’s Year 9 Parents' Evening.

Your exemplary behaviour, dedication to

learning, and thoughtful engagement with your

teachers truly stood out. Your form tutors and I

commend you for making both your parents and

our school community proud. Success is

achieved by showing up, taking responsibility,

and striving to be your best and you did just that.

A reminder: option choices close today, 2nd

May. Please submit your forms via the link on

Satchel. For parents who couldn't attend, feel

free to contact your child's teachers directly for

feedback.

Congratulations to all students with 100% 

attendance.  Thank you to the tutors for their 

ongoing support.  Keep on striving to be a better 

version of yourself Y8 and Y9!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Parent Portal and Parent App | Arbor

We plan to launch the Arbor
Parent App to all parents in
May.

Please see the adjacent
information about how to
register.

The welcome email will
come from: arbor-
education.com - so do keep
an eye out for it!

Please note that we will
gradually roll out the
features in the Arbor – not
all functions will be
available / active straight
away.

Once we have launched the
Parent App and sent the
welcome email, a link will
be added to our newsletter
where parents can fill in a
form if they require IT
support.

Thank you for your
continued patience as we
move to our new MIS
system.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
http://arbor-education.com/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

How Learning Happens Through Practice | Mr Dingley
At Greyfriars Catholic School, we know that learning is not a one-time event - it’s a process that
happens through consistent, deliberate practice. Whether it’s solving equations, writing essays, or
learning vocabulary, the key to mastering any skill is simple: repetition.

Why Practice Matters
When we revisit and repeat knowledge or skills, we strengthen the brain pathways that store that
information. Just like a muscle, the more we use it, the stronger it becomes. This means that:

❖ What seemed difficult at first becomes easier over time

❖ Knowledge becomes quicker to recall and harder to forget

❖ Students become more confident and independent in applying what they’ve learned

What Does Practice Look Like?
❖ In Lessons: Students complete independent tasks to apply what they’ve just been taught. This

helps move learning from short-term memory into long-term understanding.

❖ Over Time: Topics are revisited again and again through retrieval practice, quizzes, and review.
This is deliberate - we know that spaced repetition is essential for deep learning.

❖ At Home: Regular revision, self-quizzing, and completing practice questions all contribute to
building strong knowledge and skills.

Practice Is Not Just for Exams
Practice isn’t just about preparing for a test. It’s about learning so well that knowledge becomes part
of you - ready to use, apply, and build on in any context. One lesson or worksheet is only
the beginning. Real learning happens when that topic is practised, repeated, and applied over time.

The Message Is Clear

If you want to remember it, you have to practise it.

If you want to get better at it, you have to repeat it.

If you want it to stick, you have to go over it - again and again.

At Greyfriars, we are proud of the high standards we set and the habits of hard work we build.
Through regular, purposeful practice, our students aren’t just learning for now - they’re learning for
life.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Going the Extra Mile for SSNAP: Supporting sick newborns and
their families

Mr Masterson has run both the Great North West Run and the Bath half marathon. This is followed by
a further half marathon at Oxford in October running a total of 39.3 miles in total.

Donations are welcome and can be made through his JustGiving page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?newPage=true#sharePage. 

Together, we can ensure that no family goes through the traumatic experience of having a sick
newborn alone.

The fundraising campaign, initiated by St Edmund House
students and staff, aims to raise awareness and financial
support for SSNAP, whose work is crucial in offering both
emotional and practical support to families during the fragile early days of a newborn’s life. This
charity steps in to provide families with resources, guidance, and even financial assistance during a
time when parents are grappling with the uncertainty of their child’s health and well-being.

Year 11 Maths Revision Resources | Mr McCutcheon
Please follow the links to see the full Foundation Maths Curriculum (Grades 1 – 5) on YouTube shorts 
to help with your revision – they can be used as ‘flash card’ type videos!

https://youtube.com/c/MartinMaths

https://www.youtube.com/@MartinMaths/shorts

Other useful websites for Year 11 revision are listed below and of course, Sparx Maths!

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/

http://www.draustinmaths.com
http://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk

https://www.onmaths.com/

Revision guides and workbooks are sold in the school library and all good bookstores.  
Happy revising!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?newPage=true#sharePage
https://youtube.com/c/MartinMaths
https://www.youtube.com/@MartinMaths/shorts
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
http://www.draustinmaths.com/
http://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk/
https://www.onmaths.com/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
5 May | BANK HOLIDAY

8 May | External Exams begin

9 May | Feast of the Ascension Mass

13/14 May 2025 | Year 9 Into University Programme

15 May | Year 9 Into University Bicester Village Trip 

15 May | Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening

23 May | Voco Hospitality Trip

26 – 30 May | Half Term Break

2 June | Term 6 Begins

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
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