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Dear Greyfriars Families

We began our week rooted in the Gospel: the risen Jesus appearing to His disciples by the sea.
After a night of catching nothing, the disciples listened to Jesus’ instruction and their nets
overflowed. It is a vivid reminder that when we act on God’s word, we find abundance. But when
we act alone, we often come up empty. Jesus then does something wonderfully simple and
profound: He cooks breakfast. Around a fire, sharing bread and fish, He reminds us that small
things matter. Hospitality, presence, community – these are acts of love and leadership. Finally,
He says to Peter: "Feed my sheep." Not just literally, but as a call to care for all that we’ve been
entrusted with: people, the earth, and the future.

This message of abundance, love, and stewardship was a fitting foundation for a week full of
reflection, effort, and joy at Greyfriars. I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to all our staff and
students for their collaboration during the Birmingham Diocese inspection this week. It was a
privilege to share our Catholic Life and Mission, our RE teaching, and collective worship with the
inspectors and we are very much looking forward to celebrating the report when it is released.
Our community truly let its light shine.

We also marked a major milestone as our Year 11 students began their formal GCSE
examinations, and our A Level students prepare to begin theirs. So much hard work is coming to
fruition, and we are incredibly proud of the dedication and ambition our students are showing.

Whether in exams, acts of service, or shared worship, we continue to live out The Greyfriars Way:
with knowledge, care, and ambition. Thank you for being part of this journey. May we all
remember that small things matter, that love makes us strong, and that listening to Christ brings
true abundance.

With very best wishes for a peaceful weekend.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

And today, we ended the week in the most uplifting way:
celebrating the Feast of the Ascension with a beautiful Mass
attended by over 200 students. It lifted my soul to be part of
such reverent and joyful worship, a true moment of grace
that reminded us of the strength and spirit of our school
community.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Habemus papam!

Habemus papam!! We welcome the new pope. He has chosen the name 
Leo. The last pope with this name was Pope Leo XIII, over one hundred years 

ago, whose work was the basis for Catholic Social Teaching.

As we celebrate this Year of Jubilee when we are called to be Pilgrims of 
Hope, we give thanks that Pope Leo will continue to speak up for those who 

are poor or marginalised in our world.

.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – John 21:1-19 

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
After the death and resurrection of Jesus, the disciples return to their lives as fishermen, struggling
to comprehend what had happened. Despite their confusion and uncertainty, Jesus seeks them out
once more. He finds them by the lake, where they’ve spent the night fishing without success.
Though they don't initially recognize Him, Jesus instructs them to cast their nets on the right side of
the boat, leading to a miraculous catch. This encounter shows how the presence of the Risen Jesus
transforms everything—turning darkness into light, making their work fruitful again, and replacing
their weariness with a renewed sense of purpose, assuring them that He is with them once more.

At that time, Jesus revealed himself again to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. 
He revealed himself in this way. Together were Simon Peter, Thomas called 
Didymus, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, Zebedee's sons, and two others of 
his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, 
"We also will come with you." So they went out and got into the boat, but that 
night they caught nothing. When it was already dawn, Jesus was standing on 
the shore; but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, 
"Children, have you caught anything to eat?" They answered him, "No." So he 
said to them, "Cast the net over the right side of the boat and you will find 
something." So they cast it, and were not able to pull it in because of the

number of fish. So the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord." When Simon Peter heard 
that it was the Lord, he tucked in his garment, for he was lightly clad, and jumped into the sea. The other 
disciples came in the boat, for they were not far from shore, only about a hundred yards, dragging the net 
with the fish. When they climbed out on shore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. Jesus said 
to them, "Bring some of the fish you just caught." So Simon Peter went over and dragged the net ashore 
full of one hundred fifty-three large fish. Even though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said 
to them, "Come, have breakfast." And none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they 
realized it was the Lord. Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to them, and in like manner the 
fish. This was now the third time Jesus was revealed to his disciples after being raised from the dead.

Prayer for our new Pope, Leo XIV:
Faithful God, You guide us on the path of life and your goodness is our constant companion. Be 

with our new Shepherd, Pope Leo XIV, in his service of the Church. Fill him with the power of your 
Spirit, the peace of your presence and the compassion of Christ.

May he walk with you, in wisdom and humility, and lead us, together with all God’s people, to 
embody your love for the world. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Catholic Life News | Mr Greer

.

This week was filled with much excitement and
anticipation as the conclave met in Rome to elect the
new Pope. Students began the week praying for the
conclave, asking God to guide the cardinals as they
selected the next shepherd of the Church. We are
hopeful and thankful for the leader presented to us now,
Pope Leo XIV, the first Pope from America (Mr. Greer is
certainly happy). Pictured below are some staff who
watched this historic moment.

We end this week with the Feast of the Ascension, remembering that after Resurrection, Jesus
ascended into Heaven to take his rightful place beside God the Father. The Ascension encourages us
because Jesus' victory over Death is complete; it is final. The hope we cling to does not waver as it is
rooted in this reality. Let us be encouraged by the mission Jesus gave to us, to keep loving until we go
to our Heavenly home with Him.

Message for Year 8 and Year 9 | Mrs Reddy
Attending the Year 8 Parents' Evening is crucial for guiding your child's educational journey. It offers a

valuable opportunity to discuss academic progress, attendance, and homework habits with teachers.

These insights are essential in preparation for your child to select their GCSE options towards the end

of Year 9 ready for GCSE in Key stage 4 (a decision that can influence future education and career

paths). Engaging in these discussions ensures your child makes informed choices aligned with their

strengths and interests. Furthermore, understanding expectations for attendance and homework

helps in planning ahead, encouraging responsibility, and building a strong foundation for success.

We look forward to seeing you all on Thursday 15th May 2025, 4pm - 7pm.

Students Leading the Way

Congratulations to all students with 100% attendance.  Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing 

support.  Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself Y8 and Y9!

Year 8
Alexandra E
Blossom
Eleesha
Tatiana
Morizo

Holy-Karen
Feranmi
Thomas
Junaid
Darcy

Year 9
Ekaterina
Yurume
Rehoboth
Nancy D
Jesse

Ahmad
Lara
Finlay
Isabelle
Daisy

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 7 | Mr Weedon
What a great week for Year 7! There was a huge number of achievement points earned by students
this week. Leading the way we have 7BM with 242 followed by the chasing pack – well done
everyone!

We celebrated the Feast of the Ascension with Mass this morning and students had the option to
attend. We also had the exciting announcement, this week, that our new Pope has been elected -
Pope Leo XIV.

PE has been great this week – the sunshine has meant that we have been out playing softball and
rounders learning core skills for the two sports.

I have also had the chance to visit lessons this week, including RE and English. I really enjoyed a
particular English lesson with Miss Moss where I saw a student present an argument about whether
humans live on Mars or remain here on Earth. Mars was not a clear winner!

I look forward to the continuing hard work from students as we continue to work on legacy and
stewardship this term. Have a great weekend!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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England Women’s 
National Football Team vs 

Jamaica
King Power Stadium, 

Leicester City
Sunday 29th June 2025

Book your place now via ParentPay!

Sparx Maths Update | Mr Secker

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Library News | Miss Brett
Hello Fellow Readers! I hope you had a lovely Bank Holiday weekend with

lots of relaxing reading!

Our Scholastic Book Fair is now finished. Collectively, we spent £165.67. I
hope you’re all happy with your purchases, I know I am😊. Unfortunately,
it’s not quite enough to have earned rewards for the library, but it’s a great
first effort. Well done us!

This week in the library,

we have had a little

display to celebrate the

80th Anniversary of VE

Day.

Come along to have a

read of some real-life

stories and books on

the topic of World War

II and the collapse of

Nazi Germany.

If you like to play games that can 

teach you something, fear not. 

We have just the thing! Pop in for 

a fun brain-stimulating game. 

Are you artistic? Whether it be writing, drawing, sketching, crafting... do come up and see what

competitions we have running in the library. Additionally, we are currently promoting two external

competitions and there are some amazing prizes to be won. It you’re a poet, or a comic artist, it’s well

worth exploring!

Finally, don’t forget that we are now running two additional

reading competitions. Here’s the current Leader board for

the term!

Now, this is good, but we can do

better! Can you be at the top of the

leader board next week? Sure, you

can! All you have to do is borrow

some books (and read them!), and

encourage your friends to do the

same. I believe in you😊.

That’s it for now. Have a great

weekend!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Sparx Reader Champions | Miss Moss
Well done to everybody in KS3 on their reading adventures!
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Boy Girl

Year 7 Frankie Anne-Marie

Year 8 Marcuz Eleesha

Year 9 Taheem Alicia

This week’s Sparx Champions

Boy Girl

Year 7 Alex Anne Marie

Year 8 Da Vinci Kamsi

Year 9 Jesse Phoebe

All time Sparx Champions

Book of the Week | Review by 

Lian Gebana
The Gilded King by Josie Jaffrey

A fantastical and mysterious dystopian tale. Filled

with all sorts of interesting characters and

creatures. Class based systems of vampiric power

is just a small morsel of amazing and detailed

world building. You’ll be raving in curiosity and

won’t want to do anything else until you’ve read

the whole series back to front.

All the little intricacies

put into how everything

works and why they

even work are

incredible, you might

even find yourself

conflicted of who you

should root for by the

end of the novel!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Parent Portal and Parent App | Arbor

We plan to launch the Arbor
Parent App to all parents in
May.

Please see the adjacent
information about how to
register.

The welcome email will
come from: arbor-
education.com - so do keep
an eye out for it!

Please note that we will
gradually roll out the
features in the Arbor – not
all functions will be
available / active straight
away.

Once we have launched the
Parent App and sent the
welcome email, a link will
be added to our newsletter
where parents can fill in a
form if they require IT
support.

Thank you for your
continued patience as we
move to our new MIS
system.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
http://arbor-education.com/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Why ‘Learning Styles’ Like VAK Don’t Work – And How You Can
Support Effective Learning at Home | Mr Dingley
Many parents will have come across the idea of learning styles - particularly the VAK model - which
suggests that children learn best when taught in a way that matches their personal
style: Visual, Auditory, or Kinaesthetic. You may have even been told, as a child, that you were a
“visual learner” or a “hands-on learner” and should revise in a certain way. While this theory was
once very popular in education, we now know that it simply doesn’t hold up to research.

What Does the Research Say?
A large body of educational research has shown that matching teaching to a student’s preferred
learning style does not improve how well they learn. In fact, it can hold them back by limiting the
ways they engage with new information.

The truth is, all students benefit from a wide range of approaches - not just one. Successful learners
listen carefully, read thoughtfully, write clearly, speak confidently, and apply their knowledge in
different ways.

What Helps Children Learn Best?

At Greyfriars, we use teaching strategies that are backed by strong evidence. These include:

❖ Retrieval practice – regularly recalling key information to strengthen memory
❖ Spaced revision – revisiting topics over time instead of cramming
❖ Dual coding – using visuals and words together to reinforce meaning
❖ High-quality teacher explanation and modelling
❖ Oracy and structured talk – speaking in full sentences to develop clear thinking

These strategies work for all learners, not just for a specific “type”.

How Can You Help at Home?

❖ Encourage active revision: Test your child on key facts, use flashcards, or ask them to explain
what they’ve learned.

❖Mix up techniques: Support revision that includes speaking, writing, drawing, and listening.
❖ Help them plan: Build a revision timetable with regular sessions spaced out over time.
❖ Talk about their learning: Ask open-ended questions and help them put ideas into their own

words.

Rather than trying to match a “style,” help your child to develop good study habits and flexible 
thinking. That’s what truly helps them succeed.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Going the Extra Mile for SSNAP: Supporting sick newborns and
their families

Mr Masterson has run both the Great North West Run and the Bath half marathon. This is followed by
a further half marathon at Oxford in October running a total of 39.3 miles in total.

Donations are welcome and can be made through his JustGiving page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?newPage=true#sharePage. 

Together, we can ensure that no family goes through the traumatic experience of having a sick
newborn alone.

The fundraising campaign, initiated by St Edmund House
students and staff, aims to raise awareness and financial
support for SSNAP, whose work is crucial in offering both
emotional and practical support to families during the fragile early days of a newborn’s life. This
charity steps in to provide families with resources, guidance, and even financial assistance during a
time when parents are grappling with the uncertainty of their child’s health and well-being.

Year 11 Maths Revision Resources | Mr McCutcheon
Please follow the links to see the full Foundation Maths Curriculum (Grades 1 – 5) on YouTube shorts 
to help with your revision – they can be used as ‘flash card’ type videos!

https://youtube.com/c/MartinMaths

https://www.youtube.com/@MartinMaths/shorts

Other useful websites for Year 11 revision are listed below and of course, Sparx Maths!

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/

http://www.draustinmaths.com
http://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk

https://www.onmaths.com/

Revision guides and workbooks are sold in the school library and all good bookstores.  
Happy revising!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?newPage=true#sharePage
https://youtube.com/c/MartinMaths
https://www.youtube.com/@MartinMaths/shorts
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
http://www.draustinmaths.com/
http://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk/
https://www.onmaths.com/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
13/14 May 2025 | Year 9 Into University Programme

15 May | Year 9 Into University Bicester Village Trip 

15 May | Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening

21 May | Pilgrimage to Christ Church

23 May | Voco Hospitality Trip

26 – 30 May | Half Term Break

2 June | Term 6 Begins

13 June | Girls’ Football Tournament 

13 – 14 June | Year 7 Residential at Hill End

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
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BOOK HERE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/city-of-oxford-rowing-club-junior-squad-free-taster-sessions-tickets-1347124488609
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