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Dear Families

This week, our reflections began with the Gospel where Jesus speaks of Himself as the Good
Shepherd. He reminds us that love is not just a feeling, but a way of living; love through action,
friendship, and service. Jesus chooses us, not just to follow, but to go out and bear fruit that will
last. We are called to be stewards of what we’ve been given: our relationships, our environment,
and our gifts leaving a legacy of love, care, and responsibility. This message is our focus for this
term.

This message was especially powerful as we launched into what is now truly exam season. With
both GCSE and A Level exams now fully underway, we have been so proud of how our students
are approaching this time. It is a time to bear fruit, to step into all they’ve prepared for, and to
trust in the support of our community around them.

The week has also been full of enrichment and collaboration. We’ve hosted Into University
workshops, and even had a surprise visit from a fire engine, much to the delight of students! A
trip to Bicester Village provided students with a unique insight into careers and experiences in the
retail and hospitality industries—delivered with true Greyfriars style. This collaboration is also in
our local community and we are excited to be building a new partnership with Falcon Rowing
Club, and I’m determined that we will see a Greyfriars rowing team competing in the future! The
week ended beautifully with a warm and convivial Year 8 parents' evening—it was a joy to
welcome families into school and celebrate the journey of our young people.

I also want to acknowledge the tremendous impact of our House Leaders in this week’s
assemblies. Their dedication and contributions to school life have been uplifting and inspiring,
and we’re so grateful for the way they embody The Greyfriars Way.

It has been a joyful, busy, and blessed week. I hope you enjoy a peaceful and joyful weekend.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

Perhaps one of the most striking things about this week has
been the joy of May. The weather has been gentle and
perfect, allowing our students to truly enjoy and be
stewards of God’s creation. From time outdoors to acts of
service and leadership, our students have embraced this
spirit with generosity and joy. Here is a picture of our 6th
form playing some spirited volleyball!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – John 10:27-30 

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
The Gospel message for today emphasises the deep and personal relationship between Jesus and
each of us, using the image of a shepherd with his sheep. Jesus describes this relationship through
three key actions: hearing, knowing, and following.

Hearing: We are called to listen to Jesus, which is the first step toward communion with Him.

Knowing: Jesus knows us deeply and loves us, not with judgment but with understanding and
compassion.

Following: Those who hear and feel known by Jesus are moved to follow Him—walking His path,
caring for the suffering, and showing compassion to others.

This relationship is initiated by God's grace and grows through our willingness to listen and respond
with love and action.

Jesus said: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one can take them out of my hand. My 

Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one can take them out 
of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.

We again prayer for our new pope:

Faithful God, You guide us on the path of life and your goodness is our constant companion.  
Be with our new Shepherd, Pope Leo XIV, in his service of the Church.  Fill him with the power 

of your Spirit, the peace of your presence and the compassion of Christ.  May he walk with 
you, in wisdom and humility, and lead us, together with all God’s people, to embody your love 

for the world. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe
EAL Reading Buddy Mentors
We are really excited that our first group of Jacari Peer Mentors were trained this week. Eight
wonderful Y12 students - Manahil, Sadika, Natasha, Fatima, Dominion, Gabs, Annie and Kyra attended
a two hour training session and are ready to buddy up with younger students in school to support
them with reading, communication and confidence. Their work will have a huge impact on our young
people, both for the mentors and the mentees. We are really proud to support the Jacari programme
and look forward to sharing their progress later in the year.

Super curricular superstars!
A huge congratulations to three of our Y12 students for being accepted onto exceptional work
experience and academic summer schools. First, Hanna, who completed a second work experience at
the JR hospital this week, learning even more about Biomedicine. Secondly, Aly, who has been offered
a place at the University of Edinburgh Summer School. Finally, Dominion was offered a highly prized
place on the Oxford Neuroscience Experience. He was praised for having a very strong application in a
highly competitive field of applicants. Well done to all of our Y12 students who are independently and
enthusiastically engaging in their field of study.

Y12 PPEs
Please look out for a letter being sent home today with details of the upcoming PPEs for Y12. These
are an important set of exams and we have already increased study time in Y12 for students to start
revising in the Sixth Form Centre. Students will be on study leave during this time (Thursday 19th -
Friday 27th) and are not expected in school. However, they are always welcome to use the space and
facilities for quiet study.

Y12 & Y13 External Exams
Our L2 Y12 and Y13 students have had an excellent start to their exams. Lessons are ongoing this term
and into term 6, until the final exam has been sat for that subject. We know that students are revising
hard at this time. We continue to wish them the best of luck and remember, it will all be worth it in
the summer!

Y13 Leavers' Event
Another reminder about the Y13 Leavers' event on Monday 30th June. Letters have gone home to
families today with details. This takes place after the last exam for Y13, so it will be time to get
dressed up, bring the glamour, and say goodbye to Greyfriars.

.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Congratulations!
A huge congratulations to Michael who competed in the England Boxing
National Schools Championships 2025 Finals, held in Newcastle at the
weekend…..and won!

This makes Michael the number 1 School Boy
Champion in England for his weight and age, this
is a huge achievement and amazing to see.

Well 

done!

Message for Year 8 and Year 9 | Mrs Reddy
I want to take a moment to say a huge thank you to all our Year 8 students and their families who
attended the Parents’ Evening on Thursday. It was a wonderful event, and it was genuinely lovely to
see so many of you there, engaging so positively in conversations about progress and next steps.

A special shout-out goes to three of our fantastic Year 9 students: Alicia, Juliet, and Ayushana, who
stepped in at the last minute to help support the evening. Your resilience, ambition, and willingness to
contribute at short notice did not go unnoticed – thank you!

If you were unable to attend Parents’ Evening, please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s subject
teachers via email for an update on their progress.

Students Leading the Way

Congratulations to all students with 100% attendance.  

Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing support.  

Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself Y8 and Y9!

Year 8
Alexandra E
Blossom
Morizo
Thomas
Feranmi

Finlay H
Lara
Daisy
Rehoboth
Jayden

Darcy
Holy-Karen
Bait
Devin
John

Year 9
Jesse
Nancy
Ahmad
Ekaterina
Yurume

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Library News | Miss Brett
Hello all! Has it really been a week already??

Not much to report on this week. The library is wonderfully busy at break
and lunch, and things are picking up in the mornings. Don’t forget, we are
open until 4pm Monday-Thursday, so come and have some lovely times
with us, find your new favourite read, do your homework (so you don’t
have to do it at home), or simply relax!

Next week, on 21st May, it’s the World Day for Cultural Diversity and we want to celebrate it with you!
Come along and make a mark on our Cultural Diversity Tree. Write which country you’re from,
something interesting about your culture, and/or how to say ‘hi’ in your language. You can even draw
a map! You don’t have to write your name if you don’t want to. I do hope to learn how to say ‘hi’ in at
least 3 more languages though😊.

You all know how I love reading, and how I love it when

YOU ARE READING! 😊Don’t forget that reading every

day for at least 20 minutes can have a wonderfully

positive impact on many aspects of your life: it can reduce

stress levels, broaden your vocabulary and general

knowledge, improve your exam results, critical thinking,

and communication skills, and many more! That’s why it’s

so important that you don’t stop reading, even you have a

break from school! We have many fantastic books up in

the library, come and check for yourself!

Finally, look at the latest Reading

Championship Leader Board! Well done,

everyone! Keep it up!

It’s been a while since we did the word or phrase of the

week, but I have a good one: cultural identity noun [C

or U] - the fact of belonging to, or feeling that you

belong to, a particular culture:

Examples: 1. The food we enjoy says certain things

about our cultural identity 2. Nobody can impose their

personal cultural identity on somebody else. 3.Australia

has its own cultural identity, which is very different from

that of Britain. [Cambridge Online Dictionary]

That’s it for now. Have a great weekend! 

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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England Women’s 
National Football Team vs 

Jamaica
King Power Stadium, 

Leicester City
Sunday 29th June 2025

Book your place now via ParentPay!

Sparx Maths Update | Mr Secker

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Message for Year 7 | Mr Weedon
It has been another great week for Year 7 students. Miss Moss’ tutor group received huge shout
out from Mr Masterson on Tuesday morning for the achievement points they earned the day prior
– well done! I also had the privilege of spending form time with them on Monday where we talked
about Legacy - where they want to go in life and their ambitions.

Year 7 lead the way in the school, with a whopping 1,579 achievement points this week, more than
250 ahead of the second best year group in school – well done – keep up the good work!

We had our house assemblies this week that are led by a senior leader, together with sixth form
house leaders. The house out in front with the most achievement points is St Edmund of Abingdon
with 1,215 – excellent work!

Form Achievement Points Leader Board
First | 7LS - 474

Second | 7BM - 433
Third | 7TT - 425

Fourth | 7RM - 422

One more week until half term – this year is flying by. There will be more information regarding the
Hill End residential in due course. Have a great weekend and stay safe!

01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Arbor Parent App | Launch Information

The Arbor Parent App is an essential
tool for parents. It not only allows you
to view your child’s timetable,
achievement and behaviour
information, but you will also be able to
book appointments for parents’
evenings, select options for GCSEs and
receive communications from school.

We plan to do a staggered  launch of 
the Arbor Parent App from with 

welcome emails inviting parents and 
guardians to register as follows:

21st May 2025 | Year 7

28th May 2025 | Year 8

4th June 2025 | Year 9

11th June 2025 |  Year 10 

18th June 2025 | Year 11 

25th June 2025 | Sixth Form

The welcome email will come from: 
arbor-education.com

so do keep an eye out for it!

Please see the adjacent information 
about how to register and note that not 

all functions will be available / active 
straight away.

Thank you for your continued patience 
as we move to our new MIS system.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
http://arbor-education.com/


Sparx Reader Champions | Miss Moss
Well done to everybody in KS3 on their reading adventures!
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Boy Girl

Year 7 Ronnie Anne-Marie

Year 8 Damir Kamsi

Year 9 Jessie Ana Paula

This week’s Sparx Champions

Boy Girl

Year 7 Alex Anne-Marie

Year 8 Da Vinci Kamsi

Year 9 Jesse Phoebe

All time Sparx Champions

Book of the Week | Review by 

Lian Gebana
Boy, Missing by Sophie McKenzie

You may recognise
the author for the
lovely book of ‘Girl,
Missing’. This book is
a tingling teen thriller,
where emotions of
the characters
practically pierce you
through the pages.
You feel the frantic
rush, the erratic tone
and the intense
adrenaline all in this
short novel.

It’s fear and that feeling of condensed courage
rolled into one wonderful short story!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

The Importance of Sequencing: Why the Order of Learning
Matters | Mr Dingley
At Greyfriars, we believe that what we teach is important - but how and when we teach it matters
just as much. This is called sequencing: the careful order in which knowledge and skills are
introduced so that each new step builds securely on the last. Learning is like building a wall - each
new brick needs a solid layer beneath it. If a step is skipped or misunderstood, the next part
becomes much harder. That’s why sequencing is at the heart of our curriculum: it ensures that
learning makes sense, builds over time, and leads to deep, lasting understanding.

Why Sequencing Matters
✓ It helps knowledge stick – New information connects to what you already know, strengthening

memory and understanding.

✓ It avoids confusion – When content is taught in the right order, students are better able to grasp
complex ideas.

✓ It makes learning purposeful – Each lesson links clearly to the next, helping students see the
bigger picture.

✓ It gives time for practice – Ideas are revisited and built upon, not just taught once and forgotten.

Being Present Matters Too
Because each lesson builds on the one before it, being in every lesson is crucial. Missing even one
can create gaps that make future learning harder to access. That’s why good attendance isn’t just
about being in school - it’s about keeping your learning journey connected and on track.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Going the Extra Mile for SSNAP: Supporting sick newborns and
their families

Mr Masterson has run both the Great North West Run and the Bath half marathon. This is followed by
a further half marathon at Oxford in October running a total of 39.3 miles in total.

Donations are welcome and can be made through his JustGiving page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?newPage=true#sharePage. 

Together, we can ensure that no family goes through the traumatic experience of having a sick
newborn alone.

The fundraising campaign, initiated by St Edmund House
students and staff, aims to raise awareness and financial
support for SSNAP, whose work is crucial in offering both
emotional and practical support to families during the fragile early days of a newborn’s life. This
charity steps in to provide families with resources, guidance, and even financial assistance during a
time when parents are grappling with the uncertainty of their child’s health and well-being.

Year 11 Maths Revision Resources | Mr McCutcheon
Please follow the links to see the full Foundation Maths Curriculum (Grades 1 – 5) on YouTube shorts 
to help with your revision – they can be used as ‘flash card’ type videos!

https://youtube.com/c/MartinMaths

https://www.youtube.com/@MartinMaths/shorts

Other useful websites for Year 11 revision are listed below and of course, Sparx Maths!

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/

http://www.draustinmaths.com
http://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk

https://www.onmaths.com/

Revision guides and workbooks are sold in the school library and all good bookstores.  
Happy revising!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?newPage=true#sharePage
https://youtube.com/c/MartinMaths
https://www.youtube.com/@MartinMaths/shorts
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
http://www.draustinmaths.com/
http://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk/
https://www.onmaths.com/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
21 May | Falcon Boat Club Enrichment Visit

21 May | Pilgrimage to Christ Church

23 May | Voco Hospitality Trip

26 – 30 May | Half Term Break

2 June | Term 6 Begins

13 June | Girls’ Football Tournament 

13 – 14 June | Year 7 Residential at Hill End

16 June | Hamlet All Hail to the Thief Theatre Trip

18 June | Y6 Induction Evening for Families

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://twitter.com/StGregsOxford
https://www.facebook.com/stgregoryoxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
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BOOK HERE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/city-of-oxford-rowing-club-junior-squad-free-taster-sessions-tickets-1347124488609
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