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DearFamilies

Thisweek,we beganwithWŜǎǳǎΩpowerful commandment:Ψ[ƻǾŜoneanotherasI havelovedyou.ΩLǘΩǎ
a messageǿŜΩǾŜnot only spokenabout, but lived out in so manywaysasa community. Andwhat a
joyful week it hasbeento sharethat love,with one another,and in celebrationof all that Greyfriars
continuesto do. We are absolutelydelighted to share the news that our recent CatholicSchools
(Section48) Inspectionhasrecognisedthe exceptionalprogressGreyfriarsis making. While we were
judgedGoodoverall, we are incrediblyproud to havebeenjudgedOutstandingin two keyareas:

ÅThe provision for Catholic Life and Mission
ÅThe leadership and governance of Religious Education

Thisisa true testamentto the hardwork of our staff andstudents,the work andlovethat definesour
community. Inspectorspraisedthe warmth, inclusivity,and the strong senseof purposethat runs
throughour schoollife. Weareespeciallygratefulfor the leadershipof MichaelaJelfs,our Headof RE,
and Seth Greer, our CatholicLife and Mission Lead,whose visionaryand pastoral guidancewas
singledout for praise. Thisis alsoa recognitionof the trajectorywe are on asanexceptionalschool. I
amsoproudof our community.

Lookingaheadto next term, our CatholicSocialTeachingfocus will be Participation. At Greyfriars,
studentsare not allowedto simplypassthrough: they are calledto take part, to makea difference,
and to shapethe communitythey are part of. Luckily, Term6 is full of opportunitiesto do just that:
our schoolproduction,CultureDay,SportsDay,andmanymore eventsthat celebrateour sharedlife
together. It isa term for celebration,action,andjoyful collaboration.

Aswe preparefor that final stretch of the schoolyear, I am, more than ever, grateful for the love,
support,andfaith that makeour communitysospecial. Thankyou for beingpart of this journeywith
us.

Havea restful andjoyful week.

LyndseyCaldwell
Headteacher

Meanwhile,our studentscontinueto work hard andshine. Ourexam
students are in full flow with their GCSEsand A Levels,working
diligently and, understandably,feelinga little tired! We are cheering
them on every step of the way. ²ŜΩǊŜalsoproud to sharethat our
Year 10 students achieved our best-ever results in the National
BiologyCompetition(seebelow). Letting their lights shine,someof
our Catholic Life Ambassadorshad a pilgrimage this week to the
shrineof St Frideswideat Christchurch. It hasbeen a busyweek at
the endof Term5.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel ¹John 13:31- 33a, 34- 35 

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎGospelhasus listen to someof the words that Jesusaddressedto the disciplesbefore his
Passion. After washingthe feet of the twelve [Apostles],he saysto them:ά!new commandmentI
giveto you,that you loveoneanother; evenasI havelovedyou,that youalsoloveoneŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ(Jn
13:34). But in what sensedoesJesuscall this commandmentάƴŜǿέΚBecausewe knowthat already
in the Old Testament,God had ordered members of his people to love their neighbour as
themselves(cf. Lev19:18). To thosewho askedhim which wasthe greatestcommandmentof the
Law,Jesushimselfwould reply that the first wasto love Godwith all your heart and the second,to
love your neighbouras yourself (cf. Mt 22:38-39). The old commandmentof love becamenew
becauseit wasmadecompletewith this addition:άŀǎI havelovedȅƻǳέΣάƭƻǾŜoneanotherasI have
lovedȅƻǳέ. Thenovelty lieswholly in Jesus/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎlove,with whichhe gavehis life for us. TheSon
of Godshowedand gaveto the world the fullnessof love. And with this samelove,άǎƻyou too
must loveoneŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ. (PopeFrancis,ReginaCoeli,19May2019)

²ƘŜƴ WǳŘŀǎ ƘŀŘ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άbƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If 
God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself, and God will glorify him at once. My 
children, I will be with you only a little while longer. 
I give you a new commandment: love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you also should love one 
another. This is how all will know that you are my 
ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ

In honour of the month of May, the month of Our Lady:

"Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, blessed 
art thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of 

thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for 
us sinners, now and at the hour of thy death. Amen."

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES
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CatholicLife | Mr Greer
We'vehad a busyweek in CatholicLife. Firstly,we concludedour school-wide Rosaryservicesin the
Chapel. Everysingleform grouphad time this term to learn about the Rosaryand to practiceit asa
form of prayer. Ourstudent leaderswere exceptionalin leadingprayers,andevenasMay,OurLady's
month,ends,we hopeto continueturningtowardsthe Rosaryasa devotionin our lives.

.

Duringour weekly CatholicLife Ambassador
meeting,we beganstudyingScriptureaspart
of our time together. In the coming weeks,
we will be moving through the book of 1
Timothy,learningabout what Godcallsus to
and how He uses all people, particularly
youngpeople.

To crown it all, 28 pilgrims left the school on
Wednesday to walk to Oxford City Centre. We
stopped at GreyfriarsChurch,the namesakeof our
school, and at Christ Church Cathedral,where we
visited the shrineof St. Frideswide,one of our house
patronsaints.

We then immersed ourselvesin God's creation, by
walkingthe Thamespathbackto the school.

The pictures here give a special recognition to our
Franciscanheritage, as we stood in front of Greyfriars
Church and under the window of St. Francis in Christ
ChurchCathedral.

Feet were sore, legs
were tired, but hearts
were certainly
nourished by going on
this spiritualjourney.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Congratulations!
Nadia and her team competed in the National
DevelopmentPlan Finals2025 in Newcastleat
the weekend and again, congratulationsare in
order! Thegirlswon a silvermedalfor their hoop
routine, gold for their clubs and a gold medal
overallςwe aresoproud.

Their next competition is the Bath Cup in a
coupleof weeks.

Half Term Revision Sessions
²ŜΩǾŜbeen incredibly impressedby the dedicationand resiliencestudentshave shown during the

examperiodover the pastfew weeksτtheir effort andfocushavebeentruly inspiring. Pleaseseethe

timetableof revisionsessionsthat will be runningin schooloverthe half-term break:

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Library News | Miss Brett
Hello Fellow Readers!

We made it! What a glorious term it has

been. So many books read, so many

activities enjoyed, so many gamesplayed!

Andlook at this gloriousLegospaceship!

What is even more impressive, 22 students completed the LIBRARYLOYALTY

BOOKMARKSthis term.

For those of you who are not quite sure what this meansς22 students read and

returned 8 bookseach!Theseare the establishedreaders; those for whom readingis

like breathing,andthe libraryisalmostlike a secondhome.

In a broader context, 426 bookswere borrowed by 144 studentsthis term. That is a

very goodscore(for nowΧ), but I know we cando betterfl . I am lookingforward to

welcomingeverybodyinto the library. Whether you love reading,or ŘƻƴΩǘthink ƛǘΩǎ

quite for you,comealongandgiveme a chanceto convinceyou to giveit a try. It really

isworth it!

Speakingof readingfor pleasure,I haverecentlyreada report from NationalLiteracyTrusttitled:

Readingin SecondaryStudents: What do we know?,andI thoughtLΩŘshare1 statisticwith you.

Statisticallysecondaryschoolagedstudentsare least likely to read in their free time everyday.

Thisis why our job is so important. We are here to matchstudentswith booksthey will not only

enjoy,but love so muchthat theyǿƻƴΩǘbe willing to put them down. Althoughit is slow,we are

making progressand I thank everyonewho is contributing to our successfl . If you ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ

borroweda bookyet, do comeup andǿŜΩƭƭfind somethingfantasticfor youto read.

Finally, here is the latest ReadingChampionshipLeaderBoard! Look how quickly things can

change!CanYOUbeon top of the leaderboardnext term?

Have a great break, everyone! I 

hope you all borrowed a book 

to keep you company and will 

ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ 

back! 

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
National Football Team vs 

Jamaica
King Power Stadium, 

Leicester City
Sunday 29th June 2025

Book your place now via ParentPay!

Sparx Maths Update | Mr Secker

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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National Biology Competition| Dr Angelici
Congratulationsto our Y10 students,who took part in the National BiologyCompetitionand who
haveperformedsobrilliantly!

Of the 20 students who participated, two received a 
Commendation (scoring above 70.5%), three received a High 

Commendation (scoring above 76%), and four received a 
Bronze award (scoring above 81%). 

These were amazing results and the highest we have obtained 
in a competition such as this. 

Well done Y10 biologists!

A Message from Mr Strachan, Head of KS4 - Celebrating Our 
Remarkable Students
As we reach the halfway point of this half term, we want to take a moment to recogniseand
celebratethe incrediblededicationand focusthat our Year11 studentshaveshownthroughout their
GCSEexaminations. We are immenselyproud of the commitment, resilience,and maturity they
continue to display. With three weeksof examssuccessfullycompletedand three more to go, they
arewell on their wayςkeepit up,you'redoingbrilliantly!

A few gentle remindersfor our Year11s: pleasearrive at least 30 minutesbefore the start of each
exam,ensurethat mobile phonesare switchedoff and stored away in bags,and bring clear water
bottleswith all labelsremoved. Everydetail countsςstayorganisedandkeepgoingstrong!

Meanwhile,our Year10s continueto shineasthey step into their seniorroles with enthusiasmand
responsibility. With Year11s fully immersedin exams,Year10s havebeen busily and thoughtfully
arrangingtheir work experienceplacementsfor next term ςalwaysa wonderful opportunity to see
them grow in confidenceand independence. Theyare alsopreparingfor their upcomingmockexams
to gaugetheir progresssofar aswell asgivingthem a valuableinsightinto what liesaheadnextyear.

We wish all our studentsthe verybest in everythingthey are workingtowardsςyour hard work and
positivitynevergounnoticed.

Wishingeveryonea restfulandwell-deservedbreak.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Arbor Parent App | Launch Information

The Arbor Parent App is an essential
tool for parents. It not only allowsyou
to view your ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎtimetable,
achievement and behaviour
information,but you will alsobe ableto
book appointments for ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ
evenings,select options for GCSEsand
receivecommunicationsfrom school.

We plan to do a staggered  launch of 
the Arbor Parent App from with 

welcome emails inviting parents and 
guardians to register as follows:

21st May 2025 | Year 7

28th May 2025 | Year 8

4th June 2025 | Year 9

11th June 2025 |  Year 10 

18th June 2025 | Year 11 

25th June 2025 | Sixth Form

Thewelcome email will come from: 
arbor-education.com

so do keep an eye out for it!

Please see the adjacent information 
about how to register and note that not 

all functions will be available / active 
straight away.

Thank you for your continued patience 
as we move to our new MIS system.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
http://arbor-education.com/


SparxReaderChampions| MissMoss
Welldoneto everybodyin KS3 on their readingadventures!
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Boy Girl

Year 7 Syed Anne-Marie

Year 8 Da Vinci Eleesha

Year 9 Taheem Phoebe

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ {ǇŀǊȄ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ

Boy Girl

Year 7 Alex Anne-Marie

Year 8 Da Vinci Kamsi

Year 9 Jesse Phoebe

All time Sparx Champions

Book of the Week | Review by 

Lian Gebana
Thisstory is a Lie- BenjaminDean

This short story is
particularly interesting
to me. Thewaythe story
is set and how certain
characters are
presentedis fascinating.
The way concepts of
cliques are taken to
another level and the
use of teenage online
vigilante culture is
simply too intriguing to
not keepreadinginto .

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎa mixing pot of building tension and
planned chaos. In somethingas small as just a
simple secondaryschool-this story just breeds
excitement!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/

