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DearFamilies

We havehad our first week backof Term6, and I can hardly believehow quickly the year has
flown by! Our focusfor this final term isParticipation; a valuerooted deeplyin our CatholicSocial
Teaching. TheGospelthis weekincludesWŜǎǳǎΩpowerful prayerthatΨǘheymayall be oneΩ. Thisis
not just a call to unity but also a call to action: an invitation to each of us to get involved,
contribute,anddo our bestfor the goodof our community.

At Greyfriars,participationmeansmore than turning up. It meanssteppingin, offeringyour gifts,
and recognisingyour power to shapethe world aroundyou. We haveso manyopportunitiesfor
studentsto participate this term, not only through enrichmentactivitiesand sports teams,but
alsothrough key eventslike our CultureDayand SportsDay,which celebrateboth our diversity
and our unity. We will alsotake a moment to celebratetheΨƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΩfeedbackwe received
from our recent CatholicLife inspection.LǘΩǎalwaysaffirming when the valueswe live out each
dayare recognisedandvalidatedby externalvisitors.²ŜΩƭƭbe takingtime this term to mark that
successtogether.

Thereis much to celebrateaswe enter this final stretch. Asever, thank you for your continued
support. Together,ƭŜǘΩǎcontinueto build a communitywhereeveryonehasa place,a voice,and
a role to play,and,asfamilies,makesureyouparticipatetoo!

Havea restfulandjoyful weekend

LyndseyCaldwell
Headteacher

I am also honoured to be representingGreyfriarsas part of the work
being done acrossOxford to help establishCitizensUKςa powerful
community organisingnetwork groundedin the principlesof Catholic
SocialTeaching. As part of this initiative, I will have the extraordinary
opportunity to be part of an audiencewith the Popein Rome. I shall,of
course,besureto extenda warm invitation to him to visit our school!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

²I!¢ L{ Dh5Ω{ a9{{!D9 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel ¹John 17:20- 26 

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
ThisǿŜŜƪΩǎGospelremindsusofWŜǎǳǎΩprayerfor unity, love,andhope. Thisprayeris often called
ά¢ƘŜHighPriestlytǊŀȅŜǊέasJesusintercedesfor all of us. He praysnot only for his first disciples
but for all peoplewho cometo believein him through their message. Hisdeepestdesireis that we
mayall be unitedτjust ashe is united with Godthe Father. Thispassagespeaksto the importance
of the Churchand its unity. Unlikethe rest of the world, the Churchis united through the power of
love,andthe hopethat we might all be joined together throughChrist. Thisradicalunity is how the
world knowswhat Godis like.

Prayer for Peace in Gaza
Christ, Prince of Peace, hear our prayer and lament, for our suffering sisters and brothers. 

Our hearts are heavy as we witness lives torn apart,as we see the faces of frightened children 
and hear the pleas of those without water or food. We pray for the dead and the grieving, for 

the injured and the afraid. We pray for courage and perseverance, for those working for 
healing and to bring aid. We pray for world leaders, that they may strive for a just and 
lasting peace. God of new beginnings, in your ways are compassion and hope. Open our 

hearts to dialogue and understanding. Lead us all to answer your call to become peacemakers 
today, and all the days of our life. Amen.
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