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Dear Families

This week, we reflected on the Pentecost; that moment when the Holy Spirit came upon the
disciples and gave them the gift of language. It’s always struck me how powerful it is that
language was the holy gift. The ability to communicate, to connect, and to reach across
difference lies at the heart of all community. As we often say at Greyfriars, how we speak to one
another, how we listen, include, encourage, is a reflection of the love we are called to live out
each day. This is part of our Greyfriars Way.

In that spirit, Mr Masterson’s assemblies this week have focused on discipline, the choice to do
what is right, even when it is difficult. The root of the word discipline is disciple, someone who
learns. To be a disciple is to commit to learning, growth, and responsibility. But Pentecost
reminds us that the journey doesn’t stop there. The disciples, once learners, are now sent out to
teach, lead, and build community. They are empowered to act with courage and conviction. It’s a
reminder to all of us: we are constantly learning from each other, but we are also called to use
what we’ve learned to inspire and uplift those around us. Often, this requires real discipline.

Our Year 10 and Year 12 students have truly embodied this message. As our Year 11 and Year 13
students reach the final stages of their exams, our younger students have stepped up with real
focus, care, and ambition. They’re showing that discipline isn’t about being told what to do, it’s
about knowing what matters and sticking with it. It has been a real pleasure to see them step up
with such conviction.

Across the school, our focus on participation continues to thrive. Whether through the
preparations for Culture Day, rehearsals for the school production, or upcoming Sports Day
events, students are not only taking part, they’re helping to lead. This is what it means to live out
our Catholic Social Teaching and The Greyfriars Way.

As always, thank you for your support in all we do. Greyfriars continues to be a place where every
voice matters, every gift is welcomed, and every act of kindness builds something lasting.

Have a joyful weekend.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – John 14:15-16, 23b - 26

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
This week, the Church celebrates the Feast of Pentecost–the moment when the Holy Spirit arrived,
entering into the hearts of the disciples. Jesus told His disciples that this moment would happen,
but only after He had gone back to Heaven. This “Helper,” this “Advocate” would unite us to God
for eternity. The Trinity invites us in: we can know the Father and the Son through our communion
with the Holy Spirit that we receive through Baptism. This week, in which we remember the Holy
Spirit’s appearance as red flames through the liturgical colour of red, is important to us as it helps
us look to the future. God still speaks. God still helps and advocates for us here.

Jesus said to his disciples: "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Advocate to be with you always. "Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him. Those who do not love me 
do not keep my words; yet the word you hear is not mine but that of the Father who sent me. "I have told 
you this while I am with you. The Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you everything and remind you of all that I told you."

Come Holy Spirit
Come Spirit like rain, refresh, renew, revitalise.

Come Spirit like fire, embolden, enlighten, enable.
Come Spirit like a mighty wind, move, challenge, enkindle.

Come Spirit like wave, move, tear down, lift up.
Come Spirit, come Breath, draw us close, make song, bring intimacy.

Come Spirit, come Love, make one, make justice, make peace.
Come Spirit, come Kingdom, come Love.

Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Catholic Life | Mr Greer

.

Happy Pentecost!

We are reminded this week of the Holy Spirit's presence
in our lives, and that He is not done speaking to us. The
story of Pentecost reminds us that God is also a God of
the future - He guides us still, leading us towards new
ways and new life.

Sixth Formers continue to show this in their fundraising
preparations, working to support a charity for our school
during culture day.

Catholic Life Ambassadors continue to lead others in reverent and purposeful prayer during their form
times. I am thankful too for those who help behind the scenes, decorating the Chapel with red
garments and making sure everything is in its proper place. The diverse community gathered from
across the school is quite akin to those who gathered on that fateful feast day many years ago.

Many Pentecost blessings to you and your families.

Book of the Week | Review by Lian Gebana
The Chalk Man by C. J. Tudor (YA)

Originally, I was intrigued by the book because the cover reminded
me slightly of the Sherlock adventure ‘The dancing men’. It was only
partly similar although I’m not sure if it was inspired at all, this novel
is hauntingly good.

The tone of the novel is bare and rough. You can almost feel the grim
reality of the situation inside the book. When reading you’ll wonder
how deep the rabbit hole really goes. The details are chilling when
they’re all connected by the end.

Perhaps even you will begin question things you thought you once
knew-just like our protagonist.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Year 12 Oxford Brookes Taster Day Form News | Mr Shaw

It was a lovely day and has definitely encouraged our Year 12s to start thinking about their various 
post-A Level options.

This Wednesday, myself and
a group of 33 Year 12
students spent the day at
Oxford Brookes for a
university taster day. We
began with a session on how
best to approach writing
their personal statements for
UCAS applications. This was
followed by a guided tour of
the campus facilities. After a
spot of lunch, we attended a
presentation by three
students on university life,
which covered everything
from organising a great
social life to managing
finances.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett
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Hello fellow readers! Are you enjoying the

Crime Reading Month so far?

Come and recommend your favourite
crime/mystery novel to your fellow students by
popping it onto our crime scene tree😊. Staff
members – you are also invited to join in the
fun. Tell our students about the most thrilling
or mysterious book you have ever read!

Later this month, we will be solving our own crime as well… I hope you
have your magnifying glasses at the ready!

In preparation for Culture Day, we 
are also running an art 

competition in the library – check 
out the poster. Teach us about 

your culture through art, we are 

all so excited to learn.

Here is the latest Reading Championship Leader Board!

Encourage your classmates to borrow and read more

books and you will be in for a chance to win the

Reading Championship Cup.

Finally, I really enjoyed sharing the beautiful quote 

by Maya Angelou with you last week, so I have 

decided to share more. 

“Experience is not what happens to a man; it is what a man does 

with what happens to him.” - Aldous Huxley, Texts and Pretexts: 

An Anthology With Commentaries

Have a READFUL weekend 😊

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3487.Aldous_Huxley
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2426326


Sparx Maths Update | Mr Secker
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GENERAL NOTICES

Keep up the 
good work!

Careers | Miss Manns

For lots of useful information 
regarding careers, please click: 

Oxfordshire Careers Hub: Picks of the 
Week

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek100625?e=20e0a73c58
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GENERAL NOTICES
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Arbor Parent App | Launch Information

The Arbor Parent App is an
essential tool for parents. It not
only allows you to view your
child’s timetable, achievement
and behaviour information, but
you will also be able to book
appointments for parents’
evenings, select options for
GCSEs and receive
communications from school.

The final year group to be sent an 
invitation is Year 12 – these will be 

issued on 25th June.

The welcome email will come from: 
arbor-education.com

- so do keep an eye out for it!

Please see the adjacent information 
about how to register and note that 
not all functions will be available / 

active straight away.

Parents from all other year 
groups should have now 
received their invitation 

email.  Please do register as 
soon as you can. 

Thank you for your continued patience 
as we move to our new MIS system.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
http://arbor-education.com/
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Message for KS5 | Mr 
Strachan
A Week of Milestones and
Celebration!!

Congratulations to our wonderful Year
11 students, who have now completed
their final full week of exams! With
only a few remaining—Physics and DT
among them early next week—we are
nearly at the finish line.

What an incredible journey it has been.
Through moments of challenge,
uncertainty, and determination, our
students have shown remarkable
resilience, focus, and hard work. Year
11s, I know there were times it felt
overwhelming, but you’ve made it—
and you’ve done so with courage and
strength. I am immensely proud of
each and every one of you. You are
overcomers, and you should feel
incredibly proud of all you have
achieved.

As we look ahead to your final exams next week, I hope you're also starting to look forward to more
well-deserved celebrations we’ve planned to mark your time here at Greyfriars following
the wonderful shirt signing ceremony last week Friday.

Meanwhile, our Year 10 students have completed the first of their two weeks of PPEs (mock exams),
and I must commend them on their outstanding focus and conduct. Adjusting to the rigour of formal
exam protocols is no small feat, but they have risen to the challenge with maturity and poise. Year
10s—you have impressed us all. One week down, one to go—well done!

Wishing everyone a restful and joyful weekend.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Going the Extra Mile for SSNAP: Supporting sick newborns and
their families

Mr Masterson has run both the Great North West Run and the Bath half marathon. This is followed by
a further half marathon at Oxford in October running a total of 39.3 miles in total.

Donations are welcome and can be made through his JustGiving page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?newPage=true#sharePage. 

Together, we can ensure that no family goes through the traumatic experience of having a sick
newborn alone.

The fundraising campaign, initiated by St Edmund House
students and staff, aims to raise awareness and financial
support for SSNAP, whose work is crucial in offering both
emotional and practical support to families during the fragile early days of a newborn’s life. This
charity steps in to provide families with resources, guidance, and even financial assistance during a
time when parents are grappling with the uncertainty of their child’s health and well-being.

The Power of Routines| Mr Dingley
At Greyfriars, we believe that strong routines create calm, focused classrooms where every second is
used for learning. Whether it's lining up quietly, standing behind chairs to start and end lessons, or
showing active listening during reading, our routines set the tone for excellence.

Routines aren’t about control — they’re about creating certainty. When students know exactly what to
expect, they feel more confident, more settled, and more ready to learn.

Simple habits, repeated consistently, make a big difference:

❖ A calm line-up means a calm start.

❖ Standing behind chairs shows respect and readiness.

❖ Active listening helps everyone learn more deeply.

At Greyfriars, our routines aren’t just about behaviour — they’re part of how we teach character,
focus, and self-discipline.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?newPage=true#sharePage
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
16 June | Hamlet All Hail to the Thief Theatre Trip

18 June | Y6 Induction Evening for Families

20 June | Year 11 Leavers’ Service

23 June | Staff INSET Day – No students in school

24 – 27 June | Year 10 Work Experience Week

25 – 27 June | Y6 into Y7 Transition Days

27 June | Year 8 – Year 10 Immunisation Catch-up Day

30 June | Year 13 Leavers’ Service

30 June | Sports Awards Evening

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Save the date!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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