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Dear Families

This week began with a focus on the Gospel and a chance to reflect together in our Monday
assembly. We are reminded again and again that the teachings of Jesus are not just lessons
from the past—they are a call to action now. The Feast of the Holy Trinity this week reminds
us to be people of compassion, trust, and courage. In the face of uncertainty or challenge, we
are called to live with hearts open: to do the right thing, speak truth, and serve with love.

This message has felt especially timely as we marked two important milestones in our school
community. On Wednesday evening, we welcomed our new families for the Year 6 Transfer
Evening, a joyful occasion filled with optimism and excitement. It was a pleasure to meet the
next generation of Greyfriars students and to see the warmth with which our current students
welcomed them. There were some understandable nerves, but plenty of smiles too, and it was
a powerful reminder of the strength of our community. We are ready to welcome our new
students to our school family.

Today, we held our Year 11 Leavers' Celebration Service, a beautiful and moving event. It was
filled with reverence, gratitude, and laughter (and even some tears!) not least thanks to the
brilliant student-led prayers, speeches and awards. It was a fitting farewell to a year group who
have given so much to the life of the school. We are incredibly proud of them.

Meanwhile, our exam students continue to show great resilience, and school life remains full
of energy, creativity, and opportunities to participate and lead. We’ve continued to see
students stepping up with generosity and kindness, whether supporting their peers, preparing
for Culture Day and Sports Day, or simply doing the right thing when it matters most. These
moments are where we see The Greyfriars Way come to life.

Thank you, as always, for the part you play in our school community. Your support,
encouragement, and faith in our young people help make Greyfriars the hopeful and loving
community it is.

With every blessing for a joyful (and cool) weekend,

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – John 16:12-15

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
This passage is traditionally read on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, a day that marks the
extraordinary nature of our God. In his homily this past Sunday, Pope Leo remarked, “for God is not
immobile and closed in on himself, but activity, communion, a dynamic relationship between the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, which opens up to humanity and to the world.”

Jesus’s message in this week’s Gospel is about how the Trinity functions: it is One God in perfect
relationship with Himself. And the miracle, through Jesus coming to Earth, is that we are invited
into this same exact community. We can to be in relationship with the Trinity if we accept the free
Christ offers.

Jesus said to his disciples: "I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now. But when he comes, 
the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth. He will not speak on his own, but he will speak what he 

hears, and will declare to you the things that are coming. He will glorify me, because he will take from what 
is mine and declare it to you. Everything that the Father has is mine; for this reason I told you that he will 

take from what is mine and declare it to you.

Prayer (for the Feast of Corpus Christi)

Jesus, Body and Blood, we are grateful for the gift of your life and the 
way it strengthens us to live ours. Teach us to draw on the gift of 

your Body and Blood for energy, renewal, strength and grace. May 
we never take the gift of your presence for granted. 

Amen

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Catholic Life | Mr Greer

.

Book of the Week | Review by Lian Gebana
Sherlock Holmes: A Scandal in Bohemia by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

This Thursday, students gathered to celebrate
the Feast of Corpus Christi, a day dedicated to
giving thanks for the gift of Christ's body and
blood.

We had our first Eucharistic adoration of the
year: we opened the tabernacle to expose the
Blessed Sacrament, and students spent time
reflecting in silence, giving God thanks for
what He has done in their lives. Student
leaders helped to read Gospel passages and
prayers, guiding everyone through the
reverent silence.

Next week, some students have the opportunity to visit the Carmelite friars in Boar's Hill. We will
continue practicing the stillness, reverence, and reflection shown this week. Please don't forget to
check ParentPay if your child is going on this trip!

An extremely well known classic of the Sherlock Holmes Fandom. For

a first time read it is a wonderfully exciting and intricate looking into

the minds involved. Especially as all the short stories being written by

Watson makes it appear as though he loves praising those around

him overzealously, it all really is as clever as he describes.

It’s greatly intriguing as if you’ve seen the BBC Sherlock Adaption

there’s a rather large contrast between the two stories and how

Adler is presented however the wittiness and puzzle ridden tone is

comfortingly kept the same! Certainly a favoured read of mine!

Another interesting thing to note is that the lesser known adaptation

‘Sherlock & Co.’ the podcast recently posted the full 5 episodes of its

own spin on this short story! Have fun listening after all it’s national

crime month and the game is afoot!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Year 7 Hill End Residential | Mr Weedon
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GENERAL NOTICES

What an amazing event! I would like to thank all parents/carers for
allowing their child to come on what was an extremely successful
school trip. Both students and staff had a great time and it was an
honour to have the students there representing our school in an
outstanding way. The Hill End staff had nothing but positive
things to say about our students!

The next activity was led by myself and the staff of Greyfriars. I
taught the boys a new sport - American Football. It was really great
to see the boys as a team. The girls played rounders with Miss Parish
and Miss Moss and I saw some amazing catches throughout the
game. Later on, Mr Masterson popped along with ice-creams and Ms
Caldwell arrived in the evening to join in the fun.

What did we do?
On day one, we arrived and we got to relax in our tents. The students were so excited about how
many tents there were. WE decided to name each one and create some competition between tents
throughout the trip.

Once everyone had settled into their tents, we went to our first activity - shelter building and fire
lighting. Our students were brilliant at this; lots of working together and communicating really well to
build the best shelter. When everyone was finished each group boasted about having the best
shelter. This was put to the test – the leaders had a group of students in each shelter and threw
water on them to see if they remained dry. Unfortunately, most of the groups got wet!

On the second day we had a buffet breakfast served by Mr Cunningham who was the chief toaster!  
Then we played the world's biggest game of hide and seek where staff were seekers – it was so much 
fun and it turns out students are very good at hiding!. Then it was time to  award the prize to the 
tent winners and pack up.  

Thank you to the students and staff for such a memorable trip!

During the evening, we had a campfire and did team building
activities. A great one was the blindfold walk. One person was
blindfolded and their partner guided them through an
obstacle course. This was so much fun and at one time all
students were having a go, it was definitely a firm favourite. We
finished the night by the fire eating Smores.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett
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GENERAL NOTICES
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Hello fellow readers! I hope

you have a shady nook to read

in this glorious weather!

We’ve had a great week of

reading, working, revising,

playing, and relaxing in the

library.

On Wednesday 25th June, we will also be

celebrating the National Writing Day, so have your

pens at the ready. We have a couple of lovely

activities for you to enjoy. First, a little exercise to

work through, that will help you discover your

true voice (it’s very short and fun, I promise!).

Second, a variation on collaborative story writing! It could not be simpler. Come 

along and give it a go. Perhaps you will learn something new about yourself, 

your unique voice, your writing...

My Student Librarians and I have also been working very hard to spread the word about our Library

Mystery Competition! IT IS THIS COMING THURSDAY! Get your teams together and test your

detective skills. Also, don’t forget to read the latest book review. Lian deliberately chose one to go

with this month’s theme😊 and it’s fantastic!

Don’t forget that the art competition is still open for your works on your culture. What do you like 

most about it? What are you most proud of? What do you want everybody to know? Bring your 

masterpieces to the library by 30th June and see if you can win a prize.

Finally, the latest Reading Championship Leader Board!  As the weather warms, the reading seems to 

be slowing down… Don’t let it! Take your book outside and read in the garden 😊

Here’s another quote before we part for the
week… It might not seem as profound, but I
do find it uplifting and thought-provoking.

Have a READTASTIC! Weekend 😊

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 8 and 
Year 9 | Mrs Reddy
A huge shout out to Lily, Ali, Tallulah
and Alessandra for their fantastic
support during our SEND Transition
Day! You represented your Year 8 and
Year 9 peers with pride and maturity. A
special mention goes to Lily, who took
the lead with confidence by warmly
welcoming the first two primary school
students and their teachers while
waiting for other schools to arrive. Your
kindness, enthusiasm and teamwork
made a real difference and helped
ensure the day was a positive and
welcoming experience for everyone
involved. Well done to all of you, we’re
incredibly proud of your efforts and
leadership!

Final push over the next few weeks to
boost your achievement points ahead of
our big celebration assembly for Year 8
and Year 9! The easiest way to earn
points is by showing up every day, being
on time, bringing the right equipment,
and wearing the correct uniform. You’ve
got this!!

Congratulations to all students with 

100% attendance

Thank you to the tutors for their 

ongoing support.

Keep on striving to be a better version 

of yourself y8 and y9!

Students leading the way 

Year 8 Year 9

Blossom Jesse

Deven Rehoboth 

Thomas Daisy

Junaid Nancy

Ayesha Ana Paula

Yurume

Juliet

Aryan

Khadijat

Jeyden

Feranmi

Amna

Ursula

Darcy

Morizo

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Arbor Parent App | Launch Information

The Arbor Parent App is an
essential tool for parents. It not
only allows you to view your
child’s timetable, achievement
and behaviour information, but
you will also be able to book
appointments for parents’
evenings, select options for
GCSEs and receive
communications from school.

The final year group to be sent an 
invitation is Year 12 – these will be 

issued on 25th June.

The welcome email will come from: 
arbor-education.com

- so do keep an eye out for it!

Please see the adjacent information 
about how to register and note that 
not all functions will be available / 

active straight away.

Parents from all other year 
groups should have now 
received their invitation 

email.  Please do register as 
soon as you can. 

Thank you for your continued patience 
as we move to our new MIS system.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
http://arbor-education.com/
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Going the Extra Mile for SSNAP: Supporting sick newborns and
their families

Mr Masterson has run both the Great North West Run and the Bath half marathon. This is followed by
a further half marathon at Oxford in October running a total of 39.3 miles in total.

Donations are welcome and can be made through his JustGiving page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?newPage=true#sharePage. 

Together, we can ensure that no family goes through the traumatic experience of having a sick
newborn alone.

The fundraising campaign, initiated by St Edmund House
students and staff, aims to raise awareness and financial
support for SSNAP, whose work is crucial in offering both
emotional and practical support to families during the fragile early days of a newborn’s life. This
charity steps in to provide families with resources, guidance, and even financial assistance during a
time when parents are grappling with the uncertainty of their child’s health and well-being.

The Importance of Reading| Mr Dingley
At Greyfriars, we see reading as a vital part of learning. It is how
students build knowledge, develop vocabulary and understand the
world around them. Reading well supports success in every subject,
not just English.

In form time, our Register, Read, Respond routine gives students
regular opportunities to read and think about key ideas, current events
or important values. It builds confidence and helps students practise
reading aloud with fluency and focus.

In lessons, we are developing the habit of reading explanations
together. Every student follows the text using a ruler held in two
hands. This simple routine helps everyone stay focused and gives every
learner access to the same high-quality information.

Reading is not just a skill. It is a gateway to knowledge. At Greyfriars,
we are building a culture where reading helps every student grow.

Careers | Miss
Manns

For lots of useful 
information regarding 
careers, please click: 

Oxfordshire Careers Hub: 
Picks of the Week

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?newPage=true#sharePage
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek170625?e=20e0a73c58
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
23 June | Staff INSET Day – No students in school

24 – 27 June | Year 10 Work Experience Week

25 – 27 June | Y6 into Y7 Transition Days

25 June | Year 10 City of Oxford College Visit

25 June | Carmelite Priory Visit

27 June | Year 8 – Year 10 Immunisation Catch-up Day

30 June | Year 13 Leavers’ Service

30 June | Sports Awards Evening

01 July | KS3 / KS4 Thorpe Park Trip 

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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.
Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Save the date!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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