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DearFamilies

We beganwith the Solemnityof CorpusChristi,a profound reminder of the importanceof
community,connection,and our sharedplacewithin the Bodyof Christ. CorpusChristialways
callsusto reflecton how we live,serve,andloveaspart of somethinggreaterthanourselves.

LyndseyCaldwell
Headteacher

It hasbeenan extraordinaryweek! I had the deepprivilegethis
week of representing Greyfriars and our ongoing work with
Citizens UK, a remarkable social action alliance rooted in
CatholicSocialTeaching,aspart of an audiencewith the Popein
Romeon Wednesday. It wasa deeplyhumblingexperiencethat
left me profoundly grateful and inspired. I have more photos
and a real story, but I need sometime to put this together. So
please excuse the wait. LΩǾŜreturned uplifted and eager to
explore how we can develop further opportunities for our
students; I am alsoexcitedaboutpotential schoolvisitsto Rome
to meet the Popein the future! I look forward to writing up the
visit fully and considering the longer-term impact and
opportunitiesfor our community.

Closerto home, I had the genuinedelight of meetingour new Year6 pupils this weekduring
their TransferDaypreparation. Their effort, joy, and already-apparentunderstandingof The
GreyfriarsWayfilled me with confidencefor what they will bring to our community. We had
greatfun together,andI cannotwait to welcomethem properlyin September.

We havealsobeensoproud of our Year10 studentsthis weekasthey havetakenpart in their
work experienceplacements. We have receivedmany glowing reports about their maturity,
effort, and the meaningfulconnectionsthey have made in the world of work. It has been
wonderful to see them stepping confidently into new environmentsand embracingthese
valuableopportunitieswith realenthusiasm.

Thankyou, as always,for your support and encouragement. Thesemoments, international
outreach,nationalconnections,and localjoy, arewhat makeGreyfriarssucha specialplaceto
be.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel ¹Luke 9:11b- 17 (The feeding of the five thousand)

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Jesusperformsa very important miraclehereτIŜΩǎableto feed 5,000peoplewith only
five loavesof breadandtwo fish (andstill someis left over!). Thismiracleis mentionedin
all four Gospelsbecauseit foreshadowsthe Eucharist,the sacramentofWŜǎǳǎΩǎBodyand
Bloodoffered up for the salvationof the world. Aswith the miracleof the multiplication
of the loaves,Jesustook the breadin hishands,raiseda prayerof blessingto the Father,
brokethe breadandgaveit to hisdisciples; andhedid the samewith the cupof wine.

TheGoodnewsof the Eucharist,asseenin this miraculousstoryaswell, is that Godloves
us abundantly: not only doeshe satisfyour hunger,but there is more than enoughleft
over. Letusrememberthe fullnessof our God,especiallywhenwe prepareto receivethe
Sacramentof HolyCommunion.

Jesus spoke to the crowds about the kingdom of God, and he healed 
those who needed to be cured. As the day was drawing to a close, the 
Twelve approached him and said, "Dismiss the crowd so that they can 
go to the surrounding villages and farms and find lodging and 
provisions; for we are in a deserted place here." He said to them, 
"Give them some food yourselves." They replied, "Five loaves and two 
fish are all we have, unless we ourselves go and buy food for all these

people." Now the men there numbered about five thousand. Then he said to his disciples, "Have them sit 
down in groups of about fifty." They did so and made them all sit down. Then taking the five loaves and 
the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he said the blessing over them, broke them, and gave them to the 
disciples to set before the crowd. They all ate and were satisfied. And when the leftover fragments were 
picked up, they filled twelve wicker baskets.

Prayer (in celebration of St. Irenaeus!)
Saint Irenaeus, you were inspired by the Holy Spirit, and you allowed that 

inspiration to guide you in your pastoral ministry, in which you led the 
Church away from error and into a deeper understanding of the Truth. Please 
pray for me, that I will never deviate from the truths handed down throughout 
the ages, beginning with the Scriptures and continuing today. May I always 
remain faithful as you were faithful so that I will come to a full knowledge of 

the full Truth given to us by God. Saint Irenaeus, pray for me.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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CatholicLife | Mr Greer

.

We would like to thank the friars at Boar'sHill for sucha warm welcomethis week. CatholicLife
Ambassadorstravelledon Wednesdayto the Carmelitecommunityof friars at Boar'sHill to pray and
participate with the brothers there. Upon arrival, Brother Emmanueltold us the history of the
Carmeliteorder and toured us aroundthe beautiful property. We then studiedthe story of the God
speakingto the prophet Elijahin a gentlewhisperbefore spendingthe rest of the day in prayer. We
joined the monksfor their middayprayers(whichincludedsomebeautifulsinging!)andthen went on
a retreat of silenceafter lunch. Studentsremarkedto me just how muchthey lovedthat time--getting
to walk around,talkingwith God,while seeingHiscreationall aroundthem. Theywere nourishedby
the peaceandstillnessof the day,andhavereturned to the school,readyto createsimilarlyreverent
spaceswithin the school. Wehopeto return to keeplearningfrom the Carmelites!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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SixthFormNews| Ms McCabe
Y13Leavers'Celebration
We are very excited to see our Y13 studentson Monday 30th for the Leavers'Service. We look
forward to welcomingstudentsand their families from 11:45am for the main serviceto start at
12:00pm. This is such a specialday in the schoolyear and marks the end of one journey with
Greyfriarsandthe beginningof a newchapterin our students'lives.

SummerSchools
We have had some excellentoffers for SummerSchoolsthis year. Theseare highly competitive
programmesavailableto studentsacrossthe country. Sadikahasearneda placeat Trinity College,
Cambridgeand Hannaand Dominionstart their NeuroscienceSummerSchoolat OxfordUniversity
this week.

PersonalStatements
Personalstatementscanfill studentswith dreadbut they areanexcellentwayof summarisingall of
your wonderful achievementsthroughout SixthForm. All Y12 will be completinga draft copy of
their personalstatementover the summerbreak. Thisis important whether studentsare applying
for universityor an apprenticeship. Thepersonalstatement format is the basisfor an application
to any post-18 destination. Studentswill havelots of guidanceon how to completetheseover the
next few weeksin form time andassemblies.

Pre-universityseminars
We are so excited to offer Y12 & Y13 studentsthe opportunity to take part in weeklyuniversity
styleseminars. Thesewill be led by EdwardHaddas,a researchfellow at OxfordUniversity. Students
will be givena universitylevelreadingto completeeachweekandwill then havethe opportunity to
discuss,debateandreflect. Thisis suchfantastictraining for Universitystudyand is part of our Aim
Beyond programme designed to encourage students to make highly aspirational choices in
GreyfriarsSixthForm.

Term6 fun!
Wehavea packedfinal few weeksof Term6. A reminderthat the deadlinefor signingup to the Y12
ThorpeParktrip is 1st July. Pleaseseethe letter sent home last week. We havea team building
workshoprun by the Armyon July9th for all Y12. And,of course,we haveour CultureDay,Sports
DayandAchievementAssembliesin the final weekof term. Y12, get readyfor our roundersmatch
and picnicon the final day. We'll be joined by staff and it getsvery competitive! Y13 are warmly
welcometo our CultureDayandSportsDay.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Hellofellow readers!I hopeȅƻǳΩǊŜreadyfor this!

A shockingevent has taken place in the school

library. Mr Boddy, a guest author visiting the

school,wasfound unconsciousnear the CLASSICS

section. A strangenote wasfound clutchedin his

hand,andmultiplepeoplewereseenin the area
before the incident. We have teams of amazingdetectivesworking tirelessly trying to solve the
crimeΧ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜinterrogatingsuspects,ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜsolvingriddles,ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜfinding clues. Watch out, you
criminalςit ǿƻƴΩǘbe longuntilȅƻǳΩǊŜexposed!¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎstill time to join in the fun! Andfun it is, just
askthe other detectives!Plusςyou canwin a prizenot only if you solvethe mystery,but alsofor the
bestteamname!

Asexcitingasthe aboveis, the below is what I justŎŀƴΩǘcontainmy joy about!
THEY HAVE ARRIVEDfl !ǊŜƴΩǘthey beautiful? These are my Reading
ChampionshipTrophies. EveryTutor Grouphasthe chanceto win the Reading
ChampionshipTrophyeverytwo terms.. yes,you guessedit ςif they haveread
most library booksfor that period. Onlyif you readmore andmore,will you be
ableto holdon to it. Makesurethat nobodybeatsyouto it.

The individual Mini ReadingTrophy is for keeps, to put on your desk, or
bookshelf,soyouwill beableto gazeat it with pridewheneveryoufeel like it.

Additionally,we now haveΨwŜŀŘƛƴƎ{ǘŀǊΩbadgesto reward manydifferent aspectsof ourǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ

readingefforts.

READINGcan truly transform ƻƴŜΩǎlife, so all students are welcome to come by and start, or

continuetheir readingjourney. Andremember,it ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘmatter if ȅƻǳΩǊŜa fast, or a slowreader. It

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘevenmatter if you like reading,or not. Justgive me a chanceto help you fall in love with

reading. Youlosenothing,but cangainsomuch!

LǘΩǎthe last call for ourΨaȅculture,myǇǊƛŘŜΩart competition! Theclosingday is Monday,30th June.

Studentshavealreadyhandedin someextraordinarywork, bringyoursandbeoneof them!

We are alsopreparingfor our SUMMERREADATHONand it will be epic! Funchallengesto choose

from andgreatprizesto win on your return to schoolin September. I hopeyouareasexcitedasI am.

If not, I think youwill befl .

[ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƴŜǿǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜΧ

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Book of the Week | Review by Lian Gebana
Thefault in our stars-JohnGreen(YA)

This is a touching novel, filled to the brim with heartfelt and

bittersweet moments. Thestory is beautifully written and seems

almosttoo personalto read,asifȅƻǳΩǊŜpeekinginto realǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ

mindsandbeliefs.¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎcomfort andassurancebutǘƘŜǊŜΩǎalso

acknowledgmentwhichcanbe oneof the mostpowerful thingsin

the world.It shedslight of how truly precioustime canbe andhow

we choose to spend our time can unravel so many brilliant

memories that it would be impossibleto count them all. Tiny

threadsof fate and dreamswoven into the text will really make

you wonder and perhapsby the end of readingthis novelȅƻǳΩƭƭ

needa tissueboxbyyourside!

LibrarynewscontinuedΧ
Hereis the latestReadingChampionshipLeaderBoard![ŜǘΩǎhavea look.

¢ƻ ǿǊŀǇ ǳǇΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǇƻƴŘŜǊΧ 

Have a Readlicious! weekendfl

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Arbor Parent App | Launch Information

The Arbor Parent App is an
essentialtool for parents. It not
only allows you to view your
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎtimetable, achievement
and behaviour information, but
you will also be able to book
appointments for ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ
evenings, select options for
GCSEs and receive
communicationsfrom school.

A welcome email has been sent 
to all year groups from:
arbor-education.com

- so do keep an eye out for it!

Please see the adjacent 
information about how to 

register and note that not all 
functions will be available / 

active straight away.

Thank you for your continued 
patience as we move to our new 

MIS system.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
http://arbor-education.com/
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Careers | Miss Manns

For lots of useful information regarding careers, please click: 
Oxfordshire Careers Hub: Picks of the Week

What it meansto be Readyto Learn| Mr Dingley
At Greyfriars,we talk often about being readyto learn. But what doesthat really mean?It is more
than just arrivingto class. It is about beingmentally,physicallyand practicallypreparedto makethe
mostof everylesson.

Beingreadyto learnmeans:

Showingactive listeningςeyeson the speaker,handson your ruler, thinkingcarefullyabout what is
beingreador explained.

Havingthe right mindsetςbeingreadyto work, to think hardandto improve,evenwhenthe work is
challenging.

Thesesimple routines help create calm, focusedclassroomswhere everyonecan succeed. Being
readyisnot just aboutbehaviour. It showspride,purposeanda seriousattitude towardslearning.
At Greyfriars,we do not wait for learningto happen. Wepreparefor it, everysinglelesson.

VArriving promptlyςliningup calmlyandenteringthe room in silencesetsthe
tone for learning.

VStandingbehind your chairςshowingrespect for the teacher, your peers
andthe start of the lesson.

VHaving the right equipmentςpen, pencil, ruler, planner, mini whiteboard
anda workingwhiteboardpen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek240625?e=20e0a73c58
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Yourchild maybe ableto get free schoolmealsif you get any
of the following:
Å IncomeSupport
Å Income-basedWƻōǎŜŜƪŜǊΩǎAllowance
Å Income-relatedEmploymentandSupportAllowance
ÅSupportunderPartVIof ImmigrationandAsylumAct1999
ÅTheguaranteedelementof PensionCredit
ÅChild Tax Credit (provided ȅƻǳΩǊŜnot also entitled to

WorkingTaxCreditandhavean annualgrossincomeof no
more than£16,190)

ÅWorkingTaxCreditrun-on - paidfor 4 weeksafter youstopqualifyingfor WorkingTaxCredit
ÅUniversalCredit- if you applyon or after 1 April 2018your householdearningsmust be lessthan

£7,400a year(after tax andnot includinganybenefitsyouget).

If youwould like to apply,pleasecontactFionaEastonfor anapplicationform via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friendsof Greyfriarsis an open and important communityof parent volunteersworkingalongside
the schooland teachersto benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aimsto ensurethe
besteducationalandenrichmentexperiencefor all its students. Friendsof Greyfriarsis a reflection
of the schoolin the wider community.

Byjoiningthe Friendsof Greyfriarsyou canhelp the schoolto build a far more effectiveandup-to-
date teachingand learningenvironment,for the benefit of all its students. Everyoneis welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors,past students, past parents, anyone and everyonewho cares
aboutthe school. Pleasejoin usandbea Friend.

If youareinterested,pleasecontactSophieUpellinivia: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
ол WǳƴŜ μ ¸ŜŀǊ мо [ŜŀǾŜǊǎΩ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ

30 June | Sports Awards Evening

01 July | KS3 / KS4 Thorpe Park Trip

01 July | Y12 Ashmolean Museum Trip

02 July | Year 11 into Year 12 Transition Day

03 July | Mass for the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul

04 July | Pevensey Castle History Trip

04 July | Oxford Powerhouse Games

07 July | Hengistbury Head Geography Trip 

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at GreyfriarsCatholic School,please email our School
BusinessManager,SophieUpellinivia: s.upellini@gfcs.ukor visit:
https://www .greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacanciesto viewall our currentvacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon ςFri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If youwishto makea donationto the schoolpleaseclickon the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Save the date!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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