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Dear Families

It’s the final newsletter of the year—and what a joyful week it has been!

We began the week reflecting on the Gospel where Jesus sends out the 72 – ordinary
people, sent out in pairs, to do extraordinary things. It’s a powerful reminder that we
are stronger when we work together, and that we are each called to bring joy, hope,
and light to the communities we are part of. That message has rung true in so many
ways this week, and year.

There has been joy everywhere at Greyfriars. From exciting school trips, to the buzz of
our school production, and the glamour of our Year 11 Celebration Summer Ball (I still
can’t bring myself to call it ‘Prom’!). Each event has been filled with celebration,
laughter, and a genuine sense of togetherness.

As we look ahead to next week, we are gearing up for two more wonderful occasions –
Culture Day and Sports Day – both brilliant opportunities to celebrate participation,
talent, and the vibrant community we have built together. I’ll share more about those
in the new school year, but for now, let me just say: there is so much to celebrate and
so much love in this school.

Thank you for your support this year, for walking alongside us, and for everything you
do to make Greyfriars the joyful, faith-filled place that it is. I am deeply grateful for
your support, time and good will. I am looking forward to 2025/26 and the joys of the
new school year.

With every blessing for a restful and happy summer. I hope you have a wonderful time
with family and friends.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Luke 10:1-12, 17-20

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Jesus’s request here is valid. We must always pray to the “Lord of the harvest”, namely, God
the Father, that he send labourers into his field which is the world. And each of us must do so
with an open heart, with a missionary attitude; our prayer must not be limited only to our
needs: a prayer is truly Christian if it also has a universal dimension-it includes others. If lived in
these terms, the mission of the Church will be characterized by joy. It is not a temporary joy,
which flows from the success of the mission; on the contrary, it is a joy rooted in the promise
that — as Jesus says: “your names are written in heaven” (v. 20). With this expression he
means inner joy, and the indestructible joy that is born out of the awareness of being called by
God to follow his Son. That is, the joy of being his disciples. The joy of being a Child of God.

Prayer: (We continue to pray for peace in the Middle East)

God of peace, bearer of hope, we seek your help for the peoples of the Middle East. Quiet 
the clamour of war and guide us towards peace. Where there is hatred and division sow 

seeds of calm and openness. Where there is destruction help us to rebuild. Where children 
are crying bring an end to tears. Shelter your peoples and protect them. Guide them and 

keep them from harm. Show us how to break down the barriers of history and fear 
and breathe whispers of hope. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Catholic Life | Mr Greer
On Monday, a group of Catholic Life Ambassadors attended
CitizensUK's summer gathering. We learned more about the
organisation and talked with other schools, charities, and
religious groups across the city on how we could best win the
fights that need to be won. It was inspiring to be in a room full
of people, of all ages, eager to fight poverty and inequality in
Oxford.

We also made the Rome trip live this week! All families should
have received a letter and a link if they would like their child to
attend. The fundraising has already begun as well. Please email
me via s.greer@gfcs.uk if you have further questions.

Congratulations!
A huge ‘well done’ to Nadia and her team for their rhythmic gymnastics competition achievements
over the last few weeks. They have been working hard and it has paid off.

Bath Open 
Championship. 
Gold for hoops 
and for clubs –

gold overall

Devotion Cup, 
London . Gold 
for hoops and 
clubs routine 

and gold 
overall.

Dynamo Cup. 
London. This was 

an individual 
competition and 
Nadia won silver 

for her hoop 
routine, silver for 

clubs and gold 
overall.

The last important competition this 
season was the English 

Championship. The girls won bronze 
for their hoops routine, silver for 

clubs - combined with Level 5. The 
girls are actually on Level 4 . And 
overall for Level 4 they won gold.  

This means the girls are 
Gold Junior Group Champions!

They team is now having a break which 
they very much deserve!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.greer@gfcs.uk
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Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe

Ready for the final week of school!
We have a busy week next week! On Monday, most of our Y12 students will be heading to Thorpe 
Park. On Wednesday, we have our Culture Day. Thursday, Sports Day and on Friday, we have our very 
special end of term celebration and achievement assemblies. Lessons will be running and students 
will be getting back any final PPE papers and going through their responses. They will also be getting 
information about summer homework. Students should be in school every day as usual.

Summer holiday work
Of course, we want our Y12 to rest and relax over the summer but we also want them to spend some 
time preparing for Y13 so they come back refreshed and ready to go! The termly update letter that is 
sent out next week will share details of the summer homework all Y12 must complete.

Finally, to all of our sixth form parents, thank you for supporting us throughout the year. We are 
working really hard to grow our sixth form provision into something really special and we could not 
do it without your help!

Y12 Teambuilding
I had wanted Y12 to experience a real team
building activity for a while. So, we were delighted
when we were given the opportunity to arrange a
morning with the Army. On Wednesday, the
morning started with a presentation where
students learned about the vast range of careers
and training on offer. But, before they got too
comfortable, they were ordered outside to
the field. It was then that they were really put
through their paces!

In groups they had to navigate their way through
scramble nets, carry 'injured' students, perform
first aid and get a team across a deadly sea, with
supplies.

The Y12 were brilliant and threw themselves into
it. In the words of one student, it was 'the best day
of the year!'.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Hengistbury Head Geography Trip | Miss Watkin
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On Monday we had the pleasure of taking students from
Years 12, 10 and 9 on a beach trip to Hengistbury Head on
the south coast.

The weather was perfect for a beautiful day at the beach with
light winds and hazy sunshine. The students had a fantastic
time paddling in the sea, building sandcastles, collecting
shells and even making time for a quick football match with
another school.

We finished the day with a cool walk through the
ancient woodland overlooking the salt marshes and mudflats
which are home to many rare migrating birds.

Message for Year 7 | Mr Weedon
As the year draws to a close, what a remarkable journey it has been! I’m incredibly proud of our Year
7 students, who are now fully immersed in the Greyfriars Way — this truly is their school. Throughout
the year, they have embraced a wide range of exciting opportunities, from the Science Fair and sports
competitions to enriching trips, engaging enrichment sessions, concerts, and of course, the
unforgettable Year 7 camping trip. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all our students for their
hard work, dedication, and positive attitude in the face of every challenge they’ve faced.

It will be with a heavy heart that I pass on such an incredible year group. I look forward to watching
the students grow and achieve amazing things throughout their years here at Greyfriars. I would like
to thank parents and carers for all the support you have given your children this year, it’s really
appreciated.

In September, as Y6 join us, it gives an opportunity to our current Y7s for stewardship and to support
those new students settling into the Greyfriars Way.

I wish you all a fantastic and peaceful summer

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Careers Trip to Milton Park – Designing the Workplace of the 
Future | Mr Dunne
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.On Thursday, a group of students had the exciting opportunity to visit Milton Park for a careers-
focused trip exploring sustainability and innovation in the workplace.

The day began with an introduction to the concept of a design sprint – a fast-paced, hands-on
process used by teams to solve problems and develop creative solutions. Students then took part in
their own challenge: designing a sustainable workplace of the future.

Working in groups, they shared imaginative ideas about how their future workplace could be
powered, how it would support professionals in making more environmentally responsible choices,
and what kind of atmosphere it would create for its employees. From energy-efficient designs to
wellbeing-focused layouts, students demonstrated thoughtful, forward-thinking concepts. Each team
then had the chance to present their workplace vision to others.

The day also included a fascinating tour of Milton Park’s sustainability site, where students saw real-
life examples of green infrastructure in action. This helped bring their design ideas to life and
highlighted the importance of sustainability in modern career pathways.

To finish the day, students took part in an orienteering challenge around the site – competing against
four other schools. I’m proud to share that Greyfriars came in 1st place with an impressive 102
points!

The trip offered a fantastic mix of creativity, learning, and teamwork, giving students a valuable
insight into future-focused careers and the importance of sustainable thinking in the world of work.

Message from the Restaurant

Chef Mike would like to thank all the students for their 
custom throughout the year and hopes that you 

enjoyed the food produced from the kitchen.

Have a lovely summer break.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 8 and Year 9 | Mrs Reddy
As we close the chapter on Year 9, I want to take a moment to reflect on what a fantastic year it has
been. You have shown what it means to follow the Greyfriars Way, demonstrating respect, discipline
and kindness in your daily actions, and supporting each other to succeed. It has been a privilege to
watch your passion for learning grow, and your drive to improve, both in and out of the classroom.

You have made me immensely proud of the way you have conducted yourselves with poise and
determination throughout your KS3 journey. It is not an easy road to travel, but you have shown that
anything is possible if you put your mind to it. As you step into Year 10, you will find the challenges of
GCSEs can feel daunting at times, but remember that every small step you take brings you closer to
your goals.

I have no doubt you will carry the same focus, energy and dedication into Y10, continuing to make us
proud. Remember that your teachers, family and friends are here to support you. We believe in you,
and we are excited to see you grow into the best version of yourself over the next two years.

I leave you with these buzzwords for your journey through GCSEs: respect, discipline, hard work, and
sacrifice. Hold on to these values and you will find yourself ready to face every challenge and
opportunity that comes your way. Have a restful summer and come back ready to begin your next
chapter with energy and ambition. We believe in you, and we look forward to seeing all you will
achieve in Year 10.

Year 8 you have come a long way since starting in Y7, and it has been a pleasure to be your Year Lead.
I have seen you grow in confidence, character and your approach to learning, and I look forward to
another year of academic and personal growth with you. Your journey into Year 9 is exciting, as you
begin to prepare for your options and the next stage of your learning journey. Being present, focused
and on task are the key ingredients you will need to ensure you make the right choices for your
future. This is the year where you start to discover your strengths and interests, and I encourage you
to embrace every opportunity that comes your way.

To our parents, I want to thank you for your continued support for your child and for the school. It
makes a real difference, and together, we will ensure your child is ready for a successful Year 9.

Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing support. It is with a sad heart that I say farewell to Mr

Mehmeti and Mr Kavanagh. They have been a real asset to our team and our students. Their passion

and dedication will not go unnoticed. Good luck in your new ventures from all of Y8 and Y9 students

and form tutors.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Book of the Week | Review by 

Lian Gebana
Looking Glass Girl by Cathy Cassidy
Based off of the wonderfully whimsy tale of
‘Alice through the looking glass’ you’re retold
the story of Alice’s journey through
wonderland. Although it isn't exactly the same.
It’s been modernised and there’s a sort of dual
storytelling as Alice explains all of her
situation. You learn more about Alice’s
character not only because of folks in
wonderland but what she thinks of them,
where she might’ve seen them all before. It is
much like chatting with her and perhaps you’ll
find yourself the only one to truly notice her-
compared to the memories she’s shared.

Sparx Maths Update | Mr 
Secker

The descriptions are lovely and all the
attention to detail only makes you all the more
inquisitive-just as the Classic Alice’s adventures
in Wonderland did. Some might even say
‘Curiouser and curiouser’ while reading!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Wow - What a Night! | Mr Strachan
Year 11’s Long Goodbye Ends in Style
What a way to cap off five incredible years! Last night, our Year 11 Celebration brought the house
down in what can only be described as the event of the year. Our students arrived in jaw-dropping
fashion - glamorous gowns, sharp suits, and looking almost unrecognisable (in the best possible
way!).

The hall was transformed into a stunning venue thanks to the creative talents of Mrs Mold, Miss
Gorringe and Miss Jelfs. The food was top-tier, the DJ had the crowd dancing from start to finish
(quite literally), and Mr Shaw’s expertly set-up photography captured the evening in style.

In a surprise twist, Mr Dunne wowed the room with a comedy set that had the students and staff in
stitches. There were also touching moments of reflection and heartfelt thanks to our dedicated
tutors - reminders of just how far these students have come.

This year’s Prom King and Queen, Dylan and Senhalia, were runaway favourites, winning by a
landslide. And yes, the dance floor saw some truly bombastic moves - some more coordinated than
others! Special mention goes to Ms Caldwell, who showed us all how it's really done.

It was a fitting farewell to five years of laughter, learning and growth - a night that will live long in
the memories of all who attended.

Here’s to many more magical evenings like this in the years ahead!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Careers | Miss Manns
On Tuesday a mix of Y9 and Y10 students had the opportunity to travel to Bucks New
University in Aylesbury to participate in a work experience pilot programme hosted in
collaboration with the NHS and Enterprise Oxfordshire. The day consisted of 5
different workshops that highlighted 5 different areas of social care. The sessions were
designed and run by professionals of the field, offering their insight and expertise in
their subject area.

Our Greyfriars students started the day engaging with the charity Hearing Dogs and
their special guest Ken - a black lab nearing his 10th birthday and retirement. In the
second session, students met with a team of dental practitioners. This tested the
students hand-eye coordination and their ability to work inverted using a mirror. Third
session was hosted by a GP practice that explained the numerous different roles on
offer within a practice.

We were delighted to invite Young Drivers back to Greyfriars this week to
run two days of driving lessons with our Y10 students. During the 15
minute session, each student was able to try their hand at
parallel parking, emergency stops and using their mirrors to reverse (just
to name a few skills) in a manual Suzuki Swift. This was an
amazing opportunity for students to grow their confidence all while
learning the rules of the road.

It was an absolute delight to see how engaged our students were throughout the day. Not to mention, it
was pretty special to have numerous volunteers comment on how brilliant and polite they found
throughout the day.

Following a lunch break, students met with a team from a local care home. In
this session students engaged with sign language and learned about its
importance within a care home setting, as well as learning about the
complexity of memory and experiencing what it might be like to be in an elderly
state using an age simulator. Students also raced to apply the necessary PPE
(apron, mask and gloves), which I am pleased to announce Isabela as the
champion of the day with a time of 50 seconds. To finish the day, the students
had the chance to learn and apply the techniques of CPR and see how effective
they were at washing their hands with the university's operating theatre team.

As a thank you for having Young Drivers in school, they have shared a 20% discount code for their
weekend sessions hosted at the Kassam Stadium. Simply visit www.youngdriver.com and use code
YDF20 at checkout.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
http://www.youngdriver.com/


Library News | Miss Brett

01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.
Hello fellow readers!

I can’t believe we are nearly ready

to part for the summer.

However, just because you can’t

see me, doesn’t mean you are off

the hook with your reading😊.

The summer Readathon challenges are ready and we have only had nine students sign up so far. We

can do better! Come up to the library and grab your information bookmark – or let one of our Student

Librarians sign you up out and about the school. Continue to read throughout the summer, at least 20

minutes a day, it really is so important, not only for academic achievement, but also for your mental

health and wellbeing. Don’t forget, we have three displays all ready for you to choose from.

Of course, if you prefer to read a book that is not on the displays,

or not even in our library – feel free to do that too. Read

something from your bookshelf, borrow from your local library, or

simply swap with a friend. As long as you read😊.

And now, it’s what we’ve all been waiting for – the final

score for our Reading Championship. Well done,

readers! Congratulations Sahas and 7RM – well

deserved victories! You will be suitably honoured at the

End of Year Assembly.

The winners of the Art Competition and the Loyalty Bookmark raffle will be announced on Tuesday.

I also have some great news to share. Earlier this term I applied to receive free copies of books

shortlisted for the Information Book Award. I am happy to say that not only have we been chosen to

get the free copies, but we were also invited to present at the Award Ceremony in November. What

an honour!

I would like to say a huge thank you to my Student
Librarians, who made the library their second home
and come to help me every day! You are amazing!
(but don’t forget to sign up for the summer reading
challenge :D).

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Library News Continued….

Colourful hues swim through my dimmed eyes
As i watch the sun creep through your summer 

linen,
Strewn with inconsistent buttons,

Each representing a different way I admire your 
soul.

Church hymns echo through my blood crusted ears,
Yearning for you to notice my ache for an instant.

May you reawake me from my wide awake 
slumber,

Wake me up from my slumber.

Connect the grayed scars on my skin with your 
gentle touch,

Reignite the lanterns of my brain.
Because my brain could only wish to be a soul,
Could only wish to be one as sweet as yours.

Convince me that things aren't as they discern,
Allow my trust to mould into your palms.

Ease my aching bones with a kiss of your lips,
Make my damaged self yours completely.

[Student, Y10]

Now, I would like to brag about how brilliant our
students are. Previously, I have shared stories
that were submitted by the students, this time
it’s a POEM. And what a beautiful poem it is.
Have a read and see for yourselves.

Another extra-talented

student, who happens

to be our “Artist-in-

Residence”, is currently

working on our Book

Tree – a project that

was proposed by

another student to

make the library even

more welcoming. Have

a glimpse at the

progress. I will be sure

to show you the

finished masterpiece in

due course.

So much talent! I am looking forward to sharing 
such extraordinary pieces with you next year.

To conclude – a lovely quote from “The First Year” by Matt 
Goodfellow that I am currently reading:
“She smiled and squeezed my shoulder,
C’mon, man summer always comes, ya can’t stop it.
Just gotta take it fifteen minutes at a time, innit?

What y’on about?

Fifteen minutes at a time, Natey.  It’s what my dad always 
used to say.  Ya can’t waste time lookin too far ahead
cos ya never know what’s round the corner, innit?
So ya just gotta take it fifteen minutes at a time
and find them little moments of joy.”

I wish you all many little moments of joy this summer (hopefully lots of them with a book in your 

hand 😊).

Have a Readspiring weekend and a READSPIRATIONAL summer 😊

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Arbor Parent App | Launch Information

The Arbor Parent App is an
essential tool for parents. It not
only allows you to view your
child’s timetable, achievement
and behaviour information, but
you will also be able to book
appointments for parents’
evenings, select options for
GCSEs and receive
communications from school.

A welcome email has been sent 
to all year groups from:

arbor-education.com
- so do keep an eye out for it!

Please see the adjacent 
information about how to 

register and note that not all 
functions will be available / 

active straight away.

Thank you for your continued 
patience as we move to our new 

MIS system.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
http://arbor-education.com/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary

14 July | Year 12 Thorpe Park Trip

16 July | Culture Day

17July | Sports Day

18 July | End of Term (early closure)

14 August | A Level Results Day

21 August | GCSE Results Day 

3 September | Year 7 Start

4 September | Years 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 Start

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Save the date!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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