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Dear Families

We began the week with the Gospel from Matthew 4:12–23, where Jesus calls the first disciples. In our Monday
assembly, we reflected on how Jesus does not call people when they feel ‘ready’ or qualified; he simply says,
‘Come, follow me.’ The disciples are invited to leave behind what is familiar and to trust that their lives have
purpose. They are ordinary people called to do extraordinary things.

This Gospel speaks powerfully to our Vocation pillar within the Greyfriars Curriculum. Vocation is about
listening for what we are called to do, not just in terms of future jobs, but in how we live, serve and contribute
each day. This week has been full of moments where our students have been doing exactly that.

Year 11 students have taken part in mock interviews and I was especially proud to receive outstanding
feedback from the enterprise team, who told us they love coming to Greyfriars because our students are so
friendly, respectful and polite. They described them as, quite rightly, ‘the best students’. As you will know, we
place a strong emphasis on being Greyfriars polite, which is extra polite, and this has really shone through.
What wonderful recognition, and a perfect example of how individual actions build a collective culture of joy,
connection and dignity. I think Year 11 may well deserve some special prizes for that one!

Alongside this, it has been an exceptionally busy academic week:

• All year groups have been completing a Future Skills questionnaire
• All year groups have been invited to respond to a student questionnaire
• Our Catholic Life Leaders are organising the listening strategy with Citizens UK
• Year 9 are considering Options for GCSEs
• Year 10 students have been exploring potential work experience placements
• Year 11 completed their final Hospitality and Catering exam
• Year 10 have been sitting PPEs (mock exams)
• Year 12 completed Business and PE examinations
• Year 11 have completed applications to 6th form
• Year 11 Art students are currently visiting the Ashmolean Museum, gathering final inspiration for their GCSE

coursework

And all of this has taken place alongside our usual lessons, sports fixtures, clubs and enrichment opportunities
— phew!

Looking ahead, one exciting event to watch out for is our annual Science Fair. This is always one of the
highlights of the school year and a wonderful opportunity for our budding scientists to experiment, innovate
and showcase their curiosity. With a top prize of £50, we hope many students will get involved.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Weeks like this remind us just how vibrant and purposeful
life at Greyfriars truly is and this can only happen with your support.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Matthew 4 : 12 - 23

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
This passage describes Jesus beginning His public ministry in Galilee after John the Baptist's
imprisonment, moving to Capernaum, proclaiming the Kingdom of Heaven, and calling His first disciples
(Peter, Andrew, James, and John) from their fishing nets, promising to make them "fishers of people."
This passage marks the start of Jesus's itinerant teaching, preaching, and healing ministry throughout
Galilee.

Jesus Begins to Preach
12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to 
Galilee. 13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by 
the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14 to fulfil what was said 
through the prophet Isaiah: 15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the 
Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 16 the people

living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 
dawned.” 17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
Jesus Calls His First Disciples

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother 
Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, 

“and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him. 21 Going on 
from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat 

with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat 
and their father and followed him.
Jesus Heals the Sick

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, 
and healing every disease and sickness among the people.

Prayer (to St. John Bosco):
O glorious Saint John Bosco, who in order to lead young people to the feet of the divine 
Master and to mould them in the light of faith and Christian morality didst heroically 
sacrifice thyself to the very end of thy life and didst set up a proper religious Institute 

destined to endure and to bring to the farthest boundaries of the earth thy glorious work, 
obtain also for us from Our Lord a holy love for young people who are exposed to so 

many seductions in order that we may generously spend ourselves in supporting them 
against the snares of the devil, in keeping them safe from the dangers of the world, and 

in guiding them, pure and holy, in the path that leads to God. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES
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Year 11 Mock Interview Event |Mr Dunne
On Tuesday, our Year 11 students took part in a highly successful Mock Interview event as part of our
careers programme. We were delighted to welcome 15 external volunteers who generously gave
their time to conduct 15-minute semi-structured interviews with our students, helping them to
experience what a real interview environment is like.

The feedback from our volunteers was extremely positive. Students impressed interviewers with how
confidently they presented themselves, the quality of their responses, and their smart, professional
appearance. Two volunteers, who have supported this event for several years, commented that this
cohort was the strongest they have worked with — praising them as a credit to the school and
describing them as a fantastic group of young people.

This experience provided invaluable preparation for future college, apprenticeship and job interviews,
and we are incredibly proud of how well our Year 11s represented themselves. A huge thank you
goes to our volunteers for their continued support and to our students for approaching the day with
such maturity and enthusiasm.

This week, we concluded our Listening Campaign with
Citizens UK. Students, staff, and parents all their voices,
putting Subsidiarity into action. Our initial findings show Traffic, Public Transportation, Affordable
Housing, and Youth Activities as major concerns. On Tuesday, a team of students and I will meet with
other organisations at Blackfriars Hall to strategise on how to tackle these issues. We remember that
Jesus told His followers to look out for the most vulnerable in society, and we strive to do the same
with this work.

Well done to all who have helped and participated!

Mindfulness Enrichment| Miss Watkin
In our mindfulness enrichment we are focussing on paying
attention to the present moment and noticing what is happening
in our bodies, thoughts and feelings. The students wanted to get
imaginative and make some slime. This gave us all an excellent
opportunity to anchor our attention in the present moment
through sensory engagement, gentle focus and some playful
creativity. We had some lovely conversations along the way
together and all felt more relaxed and calm.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe
UpLearn Stars!
UpLearn is a grade boosting platform for A Level students
studying Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Economics and
Psychology.

Each week we celebrate our students who have spent the
most time on the platform and who have made the most
progress. I did want to say an additional huge well done to the
following Y13 students who have all spent over 100 hours
each independently working through the revision content on
the platform: Annie, Aliza, Phil, Sethuli, Gabriel, Faizan, Ben,
Basit, Rebecca, Elton and Anisah. You are an inspiration!

KS5 PCE
Letters went home this week with details of the Parent
Consultation Evening which takes place next Thursday 5th
February between 4-7pm. This is a really important
opportunity for parents and students to speak to their
teachers and get individual advice and support. For Y13,
conversations will be focused on guidance for the upcoming PPEs and key gaps to address as students
approach their summer exams. For Y12, meetings will focus on how well students have adapted to
Sixth Form study and the progress being made on their courses. Appointments can be booked through
the Arbor App or website. If any families have difficulty booking, please contact the Sixth Form team
and we will be happy to help.

Children's Mental Health Week
It is Children's Mental Health Week from 9th-15th February. Sixth Form students will be running
the Student Hub with a range of activities for younger students. This is a brilliant chance for everyone
to get involved. The theme of this year is 'This is My Place', celebrating the extent to which students
feel accepted, respected and included. The input from Sixth Form students is invaluable and they are
absolutely key to shaping the culture of Greyfriars. More details of the activities taking place in next
week's newsletter.

Sixth Form application deadline!
Today is the deadline for applications to Greyfriars Sixth Form. Y11 will be invited to attend a short
interview to discuss their course choices. After this, we will send out letters offering a place on a Level
2 or a Level 3 course. It is important to remember that it is only after GCSE Results' day on August 20th
that we can finalise places and courses in Sixth Form. If any student is worried about their Sixth Form
application, please speak to Ms McCabe.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett
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First of all, we have changed our positivity wall into a Chain of
Kindness display. Everyone can come along and add their kind
words to our ever-growing chain.
Remember: Kindness spreads😊. We are all one community and
we hold each other up!

We are also advocates of normalising feelings. All feelings. It’s OK
not to be OK. That’s why we have a “How are you feeling…Really?”
wall, where students can be honest about their emotions and see
they are not alone.

What makes it better – on the said wall there is also a space to
mention things that make one feel better. I for one, love some
good music when I’m stressed, and a good book when I’m
overwhelmed. Sharing helps lighten the load, and might help
others as well.

Let’s not forget our book displays. We have plenty of books to
support your wellbeing and encourage you to be your true
authentic, and happy self😊.

Hello everyone!

This week we’ve been preparing for Children’s Mental Health Week,

which our school is observing from Monday. But instead of telling you

what we have going on, why don’t I show you instead…

Don’t forget, this term’s 

author in spotlight is Jane 

Austen. She wrote 6 major 

novels – how many titles 

could you name?

Finally, has there been any change in our Reading Championship Leader

Board?

Have a lovely weekend!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Stars Pathway Weekly Highlights | Mr Jubin
The Stars Pathway had a fantastic week, packed with learning, confidence-building and a lot of
personality! We were delighted to welcome Kali and Mario to the pathway — we’re very glad to
have you both with us.

In English and drama this week, pupils explored Portia’s not-so-happy moments from The Merchant
of Venice and travelled back to Elizabethan times. Ludozio, Tommy, MickeyJo and Lexi took a big
step from classroom drama to centre stage, performing Portia’s monologue with microphones firmly
switched on. After some initial hesitation (and deep breaths), all four performed twice, using
excellent tone, expression and actions — proving that courage grows once you step into the
spotlight! A Kahoot quiz on the play brought out everyone’s competitive side, with Tommy claiming
victory and earning the title of Star of the Week — Shakespeare would be proud.

In Science, pupils explored forces, carrying out practical experiments on friction and electrostatic
force. Rulers, paper and enthusiasm were in high supply, and once pupils discovered that rubbing
rulers on clothing made things stick… it was very hard to persuade them to stop! With Dr Rogers,
pupils also measured the weight of different materials using a Newton meter and handled scientific
equipment with great care (mostly!).

In RE, pupils learned about Muhammad, leading to thoughtful discussions. Their curiosity didn’t stop
there, and questions about Christianity kept the lesson lively, with plenty of meaningful comparisons
and respectful dialogue throughout.

Creativity was in full swing during Soft Landing, where pupils made carnival masks with Miss
Swanton, as part of preparations for the carnival scene in The Merchant of Venice. The excitement is
definitely building! Another energetic, expressive and unforgettable week in the Stars Pathway.

Weekly Book Review by Lian
Wonderfully written and well researched-tone of the novel and the clarity in the
protagonist’s thoughts and feelings create a sense of understanding throughout all
the pages as Jodie goes through what is more than a rough and harsh time. The
writing and language is not eloquent or overwhelmingly lavish but real and
adventurous which isn't to say that it’s blunt because that simply isn't true. Jodie
finds truth and beauty in words and Shevah portrays this fantastically throughout
the book. It’s almost as if you’re blinking owlishly at every scene you observe before
actually swooping in and feeling every event and action with Jodie. The novel itself is simulating and
I once again say real-finding ways to hide from things as well as solutions to troubles-it all forms
meaning. The very same lesson you may find Jodie learning too.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Kenya 2026 | Trip Update

25 days to go!  
Our students are getting really excited, flights 

booked, forms completed, vaccinations started...

If you are able to make a donation, please go to our JustGiving page:
LINK

Message for Year 7 | Mr
Cunningham
Year 7 began this week with their assembly on
why we are in school and what the
opportunities look like for them. It is
wonderful to see how much they have sought
out opportunities to be involved in school life,
through the Catholic Life Ambassadors,
Librarians, Leadership Enrichments as well as
representing the school as guides and
participating in activities with external
providers.

This week's achievement point leaders were
7BN once again, with 7ALW close behind
them. As for our students, Abi led the way
with 23 Achievement Points.

7BN 292

7ALW 231

7KR 193

7GKE 153

Abi 23

Jude 22

Muhammad 21

Emmabong 20

Isma 19

Well done to 
everyone for 

making it through 
January!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/greyfriarsnasio?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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U13 Basketball | Mr Roman
A Positive Start for Our U13 Girls Basketball Team!
Our U13 Girls Basketball Team played their first-ever County League game, on Tuesday at Cheney
School. The team is made up of 12 students — ten from Year 7 and two from Year 8 — and they faced
a very tough opponent in Cheney School, last season’s County League champions.

Despite the challenge, the girls showed impressive attitude and resilience on the court. Competing
against a more experienced team made up entirely of Year 8 players, our students approached the
game with confidence, teamwork, and determination.

Reflecting on the performance, Mr Roman said:
“This was our first game, and even though we played against last year’s champions, who fielded a
team made up only of Year 8 players, I believe our girls played with attitude, ambition, and
determination. Despite a very close 24–20 loss, we controlled large parts of the game. Well done to
all the girls involved — we will continue our preparation for the upcoming fixtures.”

The final score did not fully reflect the quality of the performance, as the team demonstrated strong
defensive effort, excellent communication, and great composure throughout the match.

Bike Shed
Please ensure that your child brings a lock for their bike and that it is securely
locked at all times when brought into school. We also kindly ask that any
accessories are removed from the bike when left unattended.

Please note that all bikes are left at the owner’s risk. We recommend taking a
clear photo of each side of the bike for your records.

Most importantly, the girls supported one another,
played with confidence, and represented the school
with pride.

This game was a fantastic learning experience and a
very promising start to their County League
journey. With continued hard work and
commitment, the future looks bright for this
talented group of young athletes.

Well done to all the players. We look forward to 
supporting the team in their upcoming matches!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

For more 
information 
about the 
Paris trip, 

please click 
on the link to 

watch a 
presentation 

by Mr 
Dunne:
VIDEO

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/1SDFo1CSXGM
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
3 February | Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

3 February | Citizens UK Strategy Meeting

4 February | Sixth Form Debating Competition

5 February | KS5 Parent Consultation Evening

9 February | Year 11 LTN Geography Field Trip

10 February | Safer Internet Day 

11 – 13 February | Battlefields Trip to Belgium

11 February | Made in Oxford Launch

16 – 20 February Half Term

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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LOCAL EVENTS AND 
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SENse Learning is running six workshops, designed 

to support parents and carers with practical guidance, 

up-to-date information, and strategies that can be used 

at home. The sessions are a great way to learn, build 

understanding, and gain confidence in supporting your 

child’s development and wellbeing.

Workshop topics include:

28th Jan | Parenting styles and attachment Book here

11th Feb | Brain development in children and young people Book here

25th Feb | Self-regulation and sleep Book Here

11th Mar | Online safety Book here

25th Mar | Understanding young people’s mental health Book here

Booking information

All workshops are free to attend and will be delivered online

Tickets can be booked via Eventbrite

Places are limited, so we encourage early booking

Full details of each session, including dates and times, are available 

on the Eventbrite booking page

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parenting-styles-attachment-tickets-1976444403415?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brain-development-linked-to-neurodiversity-tickets-1976444636111?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/self-regulation-sleep-tickets-1976446116539?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-safety-for-parents-and-carers-tickets-1976446495673?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-young-peoples-mental-health-16-years-tickets-1976446584940?aff=oddtdtcreator
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