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Dear Families

This week our Monday assembly focused on the Beatitudes, some of the most powerful and
challenging teachings from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Together we reflected on what it means to
live a life shaped by humility, compassion and courage; to be blessed not through status or success,
but through mercy, kindness, justice and peace. The Beatitudes invite us to see the world differently:
to recognise that strength is often found in gentleness, that hope grows in perseverance, and that
true happiness is rooted in how we treat one another.

Alongside this, it has been Children’s Mental Health Week, and our year assemblies have focused on
noticing and caring for our own mental health. We spoke with students about recognising how they
feel, understanding that everyone experiences challenges, and knowing where support can be found.
At Greyfriars, we believe that well-being is part of flourishing and that looking after ourselves and one
another is an essential expression of the Greyfriars Way.

Across the school and the city, it has been a wonderfully busy and inspiring week of participation and
opportunity. Our Year 11 students visited the Ashmolean Museum, deepening their understanding
and finding inspiration beyond the classroom. Our Catholic Life Ambassadors have continued their
work across Oxford, developing a local improvement strategy, more to follow soon, but I was
delighted to see them working so thoughtfully during the time at Blackfriars this week.

I am also immensely proud of our Sixth Form debating team, who represented us at a recent
competition and were one of the only state schools present. Their confidence, preparation and
courage to stand and speak exemplify the ambition and integrity we value so highly.

As we begin to notice the first signs of spring, there is a real sense of hope and renewal around us. I
know I am ready for some warmer weather!

I wish you all a peaceful and blessed weekend.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

It fills me with pride to see how our students participate in so many
ways, within school and across the wider city, building
relationships, representing our values and growing in confidence.
(You will see a lovely photo here of me with some of our fantastic
volunteers supporting Sixth Form PCE; thank you to all the student
helpers across the school for their generosity of spirit.)

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Matthew 5 : 1 - 12

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Matthew 5:1-12, known as the Beatitudes and the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount, features
Jesus teaching his disciples from a mountain. He describes the characteristics of blessedness in the
kingdom of heaven, blessing the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, the merciful, the pure in
heart, peacemakers, and the persecuted. The Beatitudes challenge conventional wisdom by blessing the
vulnerable and oppressed, affirming that God's kingdom works within their struggle for justice. The
passage highlights that true blessing is found in dependence on God and aligning one's character with
His, rather than chasing worldly success or comfort.

1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a 
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and 
he began to teach them The Beatitudes.  He said:  
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Prayer for Racial Justice
Father, you created each one of us in your own image.

Yet yours is a world made glorious by its rich diversity. This we sometimes misunderstand, sometimes fear.  
Give us the patience to build on what unites us, to celebrate our differences and to learn from them.  Grant 

us the wisdom to recognise your Church, beyond the walls of a building, reaching out across all communities, 
countries and cultures.  Give us the courage to offer refuge to those in need, to challenge prejudice and seek 

justice for all.  Help us see that you created us in your image.
Neighbour or stranger, always our brother or sister. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/


Catholic Life | Mr Greer
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On Tuesday, a team of Catholic Life Ambassadors travelled to
Blackfriars Hall at Oxford University to participate in Citizens UK's
Listening Campaign Results. The event was a gathering of local
institutions across Oxford who, like our school, have spent the past
few weeks listening to the needs and concerns of its members. Our
student leaders shared testimonies from their own experiences,
brainstormed on what issues mattered most, and passed the official
resolutions with the rest of the alliance.

We are pleased to announce our partnership on work to: 1)
Campaign for better traffic solutions in Oxford and 2) Campaign for a
safer bus stop for Asylum Seekers as they travel to City Centre for
work.

This event is an exercise in Subsidiarity, and I am immensely proud of
the work that the whole school community has contributed into
raising their voices. It is also notable that Constantine co-chaired the
meeting with me at Blackfriars, giving the student voice a priority at
the leadership table. We are eager to lead the city towards change
as a school.

Assistant Site Manager Vacancy
We are looking to appoint a reliable, self-motivated person to support the Head Caretaker at
Greyfriars Catholic School.

The successful candidate would, ideally have previous experience in a school environment. They
must have the ability to display a conscientious and logical approach to the variety of tasks necessary
for the smooth running of the school. The role will involve the unlocking and locking of the school as
well as ad-hoc maintenance and repairs.

For more information and to make an application, please go to 
mynewterm

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://mynewterm.com/school/Greyfriars-Catholic-School/146800
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GCSE Art Year 11 Ashmolean Trip | Mrs Byrne
Last Friday our Year 11 GCSE Art pupils had an inspiring visit to the Ashmolean Museum. They

explored an exciting range of artworks and artefacts, carrying out research and producing impressive

observational drawings. The trip sparked fresh creativity and has given them strong momentum as

they begin developing ideas for their GCSE Exam project titled FOUND worth 40% of their Art GCSE.

Year 8 Art | Mrs Byrne
This lovely sample of artwork from our Year 8 pupils highlights their developing skills in drawing

ceramic vessels by the ceramist Kate Malone. Pupils have explored colour blending and techniques to

create the illusion of form. This has inspired them to design and now they are currently making their

own ceramic clay pots – see the next page.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Year 8 Art | Mrs Byrne
Here is a small selection of ceramic pots which the year 8 pupils are busy making.

I look forward sharing them with you when they are finished.

.

Message for KS4 | Mr Weedon
As we approach the end of term, we would like to take a moment to celebrate the fantastic effort
and commitment we are seeing across both year groups.

Year 10
Students have been working extremely hard throughout the recent in-class PPE season. It has been
wonderful to see students receive their results and recognise that their dedication and perseverance
are paying off. The resilience and focus they have shown during this demanding period should be
something they feel very proud of. We are also looking forward to the exciting trips planned for Year
10. These opportunities will be a great chance for students to learn beyond the classroom, and we
cannot wait to see the photographs and hear all about their experiences when we return next term.

Year 11
continues to impress us with their determination and maturity. Walking around lessons, it is clear
how focused students are, with many actively thinking about their next steps beyond school. The
goal-setting work taking place during tutor time is having a really positive impact, helping to motivate
students and encouraging them to take ownership of their progress as they move closer to their
exams and future plans.

Registration form Points
10SA 248
10MJ 233
10JOD 206
10CT 217

Registration form Points

11JS 104

11RHO 81

11JM 75

Well done 
and keep up 

the good 
work!

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We are incredibly proud of the hard work 
shown by both year groups and look forward to building on this momentum next term.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe
Oxford Schools Debating Competition
Wednesday saw the opening of Oxford Schools
Debating 2026. A group of 9 Sixth Formers, myself,
Dr Kay and Mr Shaw went to Oxford High School
to take part for the first time and compete against
60 teams from schools around the region.

The student's had fierce competition and were up
against many students who had been doing
Parliamentary style debating for years. But, their
tenacity and quick thinking shone out in each
round. The first debate argued that the media
should be banned from reporting on the lives of
politicians. With only 15 minutes to prepare, a
frantic scramble to decide who should speak in
which role, and no access to digital sources, the
students did an excellent job in holding their
nerve. The second debate argued that the law
should carry the same punishment for both
attempted and completed crimes. Again, students
had just 15 minutes to prepare, and in their
different groups, offered responses based on
economic, moral and practical reasons.

Even though we did not get through to the final, it
was a brilliant experience and the team are
already planning their strategy for next year! A
huge well done to everyone.

Children's Mental Health Week
This week, students had an assembly on Children's Mental Health
Week which runs from the 9th-15th February. The theme for this year
is 'This is my place'. We reflected on belonging and how important it
is to feel accepted, included and safe. Next week, we hope to see this
in action as our Sixth Form Leaders support and promote Mental
Health Week in our student hub.

We were so proud of you all!

Y10 Hospitality & Catering | 
Mrs Awanyo

Cooking Up Confidence: Students Master the 
Art of Quiche!

Precision Knife Skills: Chopping ingredients with 
care and safety.
The Art of Blind Baking: Learning to pre-bake
crusts to golden perfection to avoid the dreaded
"soggy bottom“

The result was a Creamy, savory quiches that
smelled absolutely incredible. It was wonderful
to see such creativity, teamwork, and passion in
the kitchen. Bravo to our budding chefs!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett
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Have a lovely weekend!

Hello everyone! After a grey week like this, I hope you all have some
bibliotherapy arranged for the weekend😊.

We have some exciting things to announce. First of all, it’s Children’s Mental
Health Week and I hope you are all being kind to yourselves and each other
(and that you continue to be so next week, and the next, and the next…).
Alongside the displays I shared with you last week, we also have: HUG A
BEAR, OR AN ELEPHANT… in the library this week.

If you’re feeling low, need a fuzzy or velvety hug, or simply want to make me

smile – come and hug one of our plush friends.

Look what has finally arrived!

That’s right! The World Book Day Tokens are here! We will be giving them out next
week, so be sure to claim yours. We are expecting a Caper Bookshop visit during our
Literary Festival in March, so you can use your tokens then, or if you simply can’t bear
to wait that long, pop in to Caper yourself before that – a lovely place to go to during
half term.

It’s the last week of term next week, and you still have a chance to win one of
our loaf kittens. Just choose one of the wrapped books from our Blind Date with
a Book display on Wednesday and check what surprise is inside😊.

We also have lots of different bookmarks to celebrate love (and love of
books😊), so come and help yourself! You can even colour in some of them.

This is one of the most famous opening sentences 
in classic literature. Do you know which of Jane 

Austen’s novels starts with it?

“It is a truth universally 
acknowledged, that a 

single man in possession 
of a good fortune, must 
be in want of a wife.”

Finally, the Reading Championship Leader Board!
Remember, we are looking at how many
students have borrowed books from the library
this term.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Weekly Book Review by Lian

.

.

Message for Year 8 and Year 9 |Mrs Reddy

Year 8 Year 9

Anne-Marie Blossoon

Alda Ayesha

Abdullah Saha

Ganuli Holy-Karen

Chloe George

Miu Miu Feranmi

Esther O Morizo

Emilly R Ekam

Emily V Damir

Zabrina Julia

Congratulations to all students with 100% attendance.
Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing support.
Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself.

Students leading the wayThis week, Isayah and Sampson have both excelled in Science,

providing thorough explanations on the impact of

photosynthesis and respiration on our climate. Keep up the

good work!

I am so proud of our year groups who have been working so

hard at having their correct uniform. I thank all our parents

for their support in creating a sense of belonging that we

continue to strive for.

I am also very proud of all the students adjacent who are still

at the top. I now have a fair chance of reaching the top 10

next week

This book is honestly a rather adorable thing to read overall.

There’s a certain charm towards the novel as well as the premise

being such a curious situation itself with the main character

having to deal with attention (stemming from pity but later

something a little less socially commendable) from her peers

while also dealing with the attention of her more famous

persona as a rather popular gamer.

I also find the vibrancy of the story refreshing due to both its

humour but also the tone, situations are held throughout the

book.

Even though this isn’t something I usually read I really did think it

was enjoyable and rather excitable at times!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Kenya 2026 | Trip Update

Visas Approved!
Our students are getting really excited, flights 

booked, forms completed, vaccinations started...

If you are able to make a donation, please go to our JustGiving page:
LINK

Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
In our assembly this week, Ms McCabe spoke to Year 7 about belonging and well-being, following
our term's focus on Subsidiarity, using our voices for good and creating a supportive and welcoming
environment for those in our community. Our Year 7 girls have shown off the school in our
community at Oxford Quinns rugby, and if you would like to get involved in this please do contact
Miss Kenneford or me!

Adding to the exciting opportunities coming up, Miss Parish will be running a French trip from the
2nd to the 4th of December! Feel free to contact Miss Parish or me if you have any questions!

Kairo 44
Jude 34
Abi 29
Asiya 27
Iliam 27
Isma 25
Sahar 25

7GKE 421
7ALW 303
7BN 296
7KR 102
All 1,122

Our achievement point leaders this week are 7GKE, led by Kairo 
who has received 44 achievement points! Congratulations to the 

rest of the top 15 with over 20 achievement points each.

Oreoluwa 24
Rugeisa 23
Marvelous 22
Shashwat 22
Robert 22
Ishyne 21
Esme 21

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/greyfriarsnasio?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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Deadline Extended –
French Christmas 

Markets Trip 2026

Great news!

The deadline has been extended 
for our

French Christmas Markets Trip.

Dates: 2nd–4th December 2026
Open to: Current Years 7–10

Cost: £325

Deposit deadline:
7th February

(£50 deposit 
required to secure a place)

Students will experience the 
festive atmosphere of traditional 
French Christmas markets while 

developing their cultural 
awareness and language skills.

Places are limited, so early 
payment is advised to avoid 

disappointment.

For more information, please 
contact l.parish@gfcs.uk

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

For more 
information 
about the 
Paris trip, 

please click 
on the link to 

watch a 
presentation 

by Mr 
Dunne:
VIDEO

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/1SDFo1CSXGM
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
9 February | Year 11 LTN Geography Field Trip

10 February | Safer Internet Day 

11 – 13 February | Battlefields Trip to Belgium

11 February | Made in Oxford Launch

16 – 20 February | Half Term

17 Feb – 02 Mar | Kenya trip

24 February | Lent Reconciliation

25 February | Duke of Edinburgh Training Day

02 – 06 March | Year 12 Work Experience Week 

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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SENse Learning is running six workshops, designed 

to support parents and carers with practical guidance, 

up-to-date information, and strategies that can be used 

at home. The sessions are a great way to learn, build 

understanding, and gain confidence in supporting your 

child’s development and wellbeing.

Workshop topics include:

28th Jan | Parenting styles and attachment Book here

11th Feb | Brain development in children and young people Book here

25th Feb | Self-regulation and sleep Book Here

11th Mar | Online safety Book here

25th Mar | Understanding young people’s mental health Book here

Booking information

All workshops are free to attend and will be delivered online

Tickets can be booked via Eventbrite

Places are limited, so we encourage early booking

Full details of each session, including dates and times, are available 

on the Eventbrite booking page

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parenting-styles-attachment-tickets-1976444403415?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brain-development-linked-to-neurodiversity-tickets-1976444636111?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/self-regulation-sleep-tickets-1976446116539?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-safety-for-parents-and-carers-tickets-1976446495673?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-young-peoples-mental-health-16-years-tickets-1976446584940?aff=oddtdtcreator
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