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Dear Families

As we reach the end of this term, our Gospel reflection has reminded us that we are called to be the salt
of the earth and to let our light shine. These are words we return to often at Greyfriars, because they
capture so beautifully what it means to live the Greyfriars Way: to recognise the gifts we have been given
and to use them generously for the good of others. Light is not meant to be hidden: it is meant to guide,
encourage and bring hope.

Today we gathered for Mass in a chapel filled to the brim; a powerful reminder of the strength and unity
of our community. Moments like these allow us to pause, give thanks, and remember who we are and
what we stand for together.

This week we have also held our House assemblies, focusing on student leadership and the principle of
subsidiarity. Our House Leaders, who are themselves student leaders, issued a real call to action,
encouraging their houses to step forward, participate, and work together for the continued improvement
of our school. It was inspiring to see students speaking with confidence and purpose, reminding us that
leadership is about service and shared responsibility.

School life continues to be wonderfully busy. Alongside lessons, we have seen students completing final
coursework as we approach exam season, making final preparations for our upcoming Kenya trip, and
taking part in enrichment opportunities including the Made in Oxford visit with our Business students and
our ongoing work with IntoUniversity.

We are also incredibly proud of the group currently visiting the Battlefields in
Belgium, who have represented Greyfriars with great respect and reverence. A
special well done for the dedication shown by students and staff alike,
including that very early 4am departure on the coach!

As we move into the coming week, many in our community will mark Ash
Wednesday and the beginning of Lent; a time of reflection, renewal and
preparation. Lent invites us to pause, to simplify, and to think about how we
can grow closer to God and to one another through prayer, generosity and acts
of kindness. Whether or not you observe Lent formally, it offers us all an
opportunity to begin again with intention and hope.

I wish our whole community a restful and joy-filled holiday, with time to recharge and spend together and,
for our Year 11 and Year 13 students, perhaps a little focused revision as PPEs approach! Spring is nearly
here, and with it comes a renewed sense of possibility.

With very best wishes
Lyndsey Caldwell

Headteacher

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Matthew 5 : 13 - 16

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
In Matthew 5:13-16, Jesus calls his followers to be "salt of the earth" and "light of
the world," urging them to positively influence the world through good works that
glorify God. Salt preserves and adds flavour, while light dispels darkness,
representing a distinct,, visible, and purposeful lifestyle.

Salt and Light

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses 
its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no 
longer good for anything, except to be thrown out 

and trampled underfoot.  14 “You are the light of the 
world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15

Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, 

let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

Prayer to St. Josephine Bakhita
St. Josephine Bakhita, you were sold into slavery as a child and endured 

untold hardship and suffering.  
Once liberated from your physical enslavement, you found true redemption in 

your encounter with Christ and his Church.  
O St. Bakhita, assist all those who are trapped in a state of slavery; Intercede 

with God on their behalf so that they will be released from their chains of 
captivity.  Those whom man enslaves, let God set free.  Provide comfort to 

survivors of slavery and let them look to you as an example of hope and faith.  
Help all survivors find healing from their wounds.  

We ask for your prayers and intercessions for those enslaved among us.
Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/


Catholic Life | Mr Greer

01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Assistant Site Manager Vacancy
We are looking to appoint a reliable, self-motivated person to support the Head Caretaker at
Greyfriars Catholic School.

The successful candidate would, ideally have previous experience in a school environment. They
must have the ability to display a conscientious and logical approach to the variety of tasks necessary
for the smooth running of the school. The role will involve the unlocking and locking of the school as
well as ad-hoc maintenance and repairs.

For more information and to make an application, please go to 
mynewterm

Today, we welcomed priests into our school to
deliver a Lenten Mass. Although Lent begins on
Wednesday, we felt that it was important to "start"
the season here at Greyfriars. The 40 days of Lent
(taking us to Easter) is a time of increased 1) Prayer
2) Fasting and 3) Alms Giving.

We hope that you can pray deeply this next week as
Ash Wednesday begins, and we look forward to
entering Lent as a school when we return.

Year 8 Gardening Enrichment | Ms Tokaji
During the gardening enrichment on Wednesday afternoons, five members
of 8TTO have been working on a 3D Trellis to go in the Design and
Technology garden. Here they are working hard ensuring the trellis holds its
structure. The plan is to plant climbing roses around it to make a colourful
centrepiece for the garden.

The garden is hopefully going to be restored to its former glory in time for
the summer.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://mynewterm.com/school/Greyfriars-Catholic-School/146800
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School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch accounts
and if this is running low please top up.

Students will be unable to purchase food in the restaurant if they do not have enough funds in their
account.

Please note that we are a cashless school and cannot accept cash for lunch payments.

If you are having trouble accessing your ParentPay account, please contact the school.

Battlefields, Belgium Trip Update | Miss Nash
On the first day of the Belgium trip, students visited the battlefields of the
First World War for a moving and memorable day of learning and
remembrance.

At the iconic Tyne Cot Cemetery, students took part in an act of collective
worship led by Mr Dunne and they listened to Mr Derrick read powerful
war poetry, including In Flanders Fields and Dulce et Decorum Est. They
spent time exploring the cemetery, learning about those who served and
fell for our country and freedom, before visiting Essex Farm Cemetery and
the vast site of Beaumont-Hamel and the Thiepval Memorial.

The day concluded with a tour of the tunnels and memorials before ending at the iconic Vimy
Memorial, where students reflected quietly as the sun set. It was a powerful experience that brought
history to life and ensured that the sacrifice of those who fought in the First World War will not be
forgotten.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for KS4 | Mr Weedon
As we come to the end of this half term, I want to
say well done to all of you for your hard work and
commitment. You have earned a well-deserved
break – make sure you take the time to rest,
recharge, and look after yourselves.

Year 11: Your February mock exams are coming
up straight after the break. Use some of your
time wisely to revise and prepare so you can
approach the mocks with confidence. Small,
focused revision sessions will make a big
difference.

Year 10: A reminder that your Parents’ Evening
will take place on 5th March. This is an important
opportunity to reflect on your progress and
discuss your next steps.

Whatever your plans over the break, please stay
safe and make good choices. I look forward to
seeing you all back, refreshed and ready for the
next half term.

Registration form Points
10MJ 164
10JOD 120
10CT 107
10SA 105

Registration form Points
11JM 52
11JS 44
11RHO 34

Well done and keep up 
the good work!

Year 10 Business Made in
Oxford Launch | Mrs Longley-
Williams
Year 10 Business students had an exciting
opportunity yesterday as they attended the
launch event for the Made in Oxford
competition, in The Westgate.

The visit allowed students to experience real-
world enterprise and innovation in action
while preparing for their upcoming finals in
March.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth form News | Ms McCabe
It is hard to believe it is the end of Term 3 already! Our End of Term Update letter was sent home this
morning. Please look out for this. It contains lots of useful information about what is coming up in
Term 4.

A reminder that the Y13 PPEs start on Monday 23rd February and Y12 Work Experience starts on
Monday 2nd March. After this, students are expected back in school every day from 8:45am.

Attendance next term is more important than ever. Following the PPE exams, Y13 students need to be
in lessons to hear crucial messages about improving their exam responses and have opportunities to
address final misconceptions before the run up to exams. Y12 will be looking towards their end of Y12
exams in June. It is from these exams that UCAS predictions are made, so every lesson counts to help
students achieve the grades they want.

Well done to all of our Stars of Sixth Form. We have students who go above and beyond every day,
whether this is in terms of their attendance, their leadership contribution, their engagement in
lessons and the kindness and care they show each other. There are too many to mention here which
can only be a good thing. We also have a number of students across Y12 and Y13 who have made
significant efforts in the last couple of weeks to adopt more positive routines and habits so that they
can be successful. This has not gone unnoticed!

I, personally, am looking forward to getting Term 4 underway. Term 4 means we are heading closer to
our Sixth Form Easter Egg Hunt. Last year, the winners were a group of Y13 students with a Y12 group
coming second. I know how competitive our current Y13 are so this will be a tough contest with
everything to play for!

Year 11 LTN Geography Field Work | Miss Watkin
This week myself and Mr Roman went with the year 11 Geography students
to visit the East Oxford LTNs. Here they investigated the impact the LTNs
have had on traffic and pollution as part of their GCSE Geography human
fieldwork. They collected primary data from traffic surveys,
environmental surveys, air quality tests and noise decibel readings. On route
we stopped at the goldfish bowl shop on Magdalen road. They have been
open there for almost 65 years and the owner sadly told us about the
devastating impact the LTNs are having on his business.

He very kindly showed the students around his shop to look at all the
incredible sea creatures they have. A well worth visit during half term!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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The Beacon | Mrs Swanton
This week, Ludozio, Mario and Tommy owl 
clocks during their time in The Beacon – they 
are great!  

Well done!

Year 8 vs Cokethorpe – Match
Report | Mr Weedon
Year 8 faced Cokethorpe in what turned out to
be one of the most memorable games of the
season. Despite the final score reading 5–0 to
Cokethorpe, the result tells only a small part of
the story.

As the team arrived, the heavens opened and
the pitch quickly became soaked, with standing
water forming across the field. The conditions
were far from ideal, but this did not discourage
our girls for a second. From the first whistle to
the last, they showed determination, resilience
and tremendous team spirit.

Every player threw themselves wholeheartedly
into the match, battling through the rain and
mud, driving forward at every opportunity in
search of a goal. Their commitment was clear
for all to see, with fearless challenges and
relentless energy across the pitch.

Sky and Emily each took a half in goal and were both outstanding. They faced wave after wave of
attacks, yet stood firm, pulling off save after save in incredibly difficult conditions. Their bravery and
sharp reactions kept the score line from climbing even higher, and they were rightly congratulated
at the end of the match for their superb efforts.

While the score may not have gone our way, the true highlight came at the final whistle. In a
wonderful display of sportsmanship and camaraderie, both teams came together in the middle of
the pitch and began knee-sliding through the mud, laughing and celebrating the sheer joy of the
game. It was a fantastic moment that captured what school sport is all about — friendship,
teamwork and fun.

It was a muddy, rain-soaked afternoon that I will remember for a long time. The resilience, positivity
and spirit shown by our Year 8 girls made it an amazing game in every sense.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett
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We have made it, and what a term it’s been!

Blind Date with a Book was a great success! It

helped many students come out of their reading

comfort zone and try exciting new stories (and

win some little gifts along the way).

Similarly, our cuddly friends received many hugs from students, so they

will be staying with us for a while longer.

If you haven’t collected your Book Token yet, fear not – they will be here after half-term too.

Now, the moment we’ve all been waiting for…Yes, very soon after half-

term we will be celebrating all things reading. To be fair, we always do

– we love reading, we promote reading, we cannot stop talking about

the benefits of reading😊.

However, the festival gives us the opportunity to celebrate reading with

flair! With plenty of fantastically fun lunch-time activities, and visits

from some amazing authors and speakers, it is shaping up to be one to

remember.

There will be quizzes, there will be competitions, there will be

workshops, there will be new books, so be ready to have lots, and lots

of fun!

And with that, dear readers, we close the covers (for now).

May your half-term be sprinkled with stories, stacked with 

adventures, and dog-eared with delight. May you wander 

through wardrobes, sail across starry seas, befriend a 

dragon or two, and always find your way back home before 

tea.

Keep turning pages, keep chasing plots, and don’t forget —

every great holiday deserves at least one great book.

Until our next chapter!

Lastly, the final update on our

reading leader board this term! Well

done, everyone!

In the meantime, can you name at least two characters from Pride and Prejudice? Come and tell me

in the library.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Weekly Book Review by Lian

.

.

Message for Year 8 and Year 9 |Mrs Reddy

Year 8 Year 9

Jenson Feranmi

Sabella Morizo

Max Sahas

Syed Alexandra

Akosua John

Karina Kevin

Rosmelia Ayesha

Quan Darcy

Maria Julia

Isaac Yulanda

Congratulations to all students with 100% attendance.  Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing 
support.  Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself.

Students leading the way

A brilliant, enrapturing novel with impressive world-building and sci-fi
themes. As soon as you open the book you’re brought into an ‘Even
Greater London’ that you may not be familiar with but so carefully
surrounded with that you’ll pick up every detail quickly. It has
wonderfully well-timed comedy with an immersive amount of drama
and action (as well as just the right amount of whimsy!) that you feel
as if you’re taken in by the whirlwind of characters and progressions.
Curiosity practically grabs onto you in this story and it never really lets
go, as the novel continues to be thrilling all the way through!

This breaks expectations and is easily enjoyable, even to readers not
usually partial towards science-fiction! I found this book to be a
marvellously entertaining read, personally I favoured all the mystery
and detective elements woven inside!

It has been a dark, wet term, with lots of illness circulating,
but so many of our students have embraced the cold and
shown up each day with resilience and positivity. A huge well
done to all those who arrived with smiles and cheer bright
enough to lift even the gloomiest morning. Thank you to all
our parents for your ongoing support.

This week we celebrate team spirit. Despite the result on the
scoreboard, our Year 8 girls team showed what really matters
most. Their courage, kindness and unwavering support for one
another turned a tough match into a powerful lesson in team
spirit and friendship. When one player succeeded, the whole
team celebrated; when one struggled, everyone encouraged
them. That togetherness, supporting, respecting and uplifting
each other is something to be truly proud of. Win or lose, you
played with pride and grace.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Kenya 2026 | Trip Update

On the final countdown!
We are off on the trip of a lifetime on Tuesday!

The excitement is tangible.

If you are able to make a donation, please go to our JustGiving page:
LINK

Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
What a fantastic half term we’ve had! It’s been wonderful to see all of you settling in so well and
embracing new challenges with enthusiasm and resilience. You’ve shown great teamwork, kindness,
and curiosity in everything you’ve done, and it’s been inspiring to watch your progress.

As we head into the break, take a moment to celebrate your achievements—big and small. Whether
it was conquering a tricky subject, making new friends, or simply showing your best manners, you
should be proud of yourselves.

My highlight from Year 7 this week was the girls’ football yesterday against Cokethorpe school, the
visiting coach was full of praise for our girls' sportmanship and enthusiasm, and I was very proud to
have them representing our school. It helped that they also won 6-1, with Amelia and Olivia scoring
2 goals each and Keziah and Laura each scoring 1!

Our termly achievement point league is as follows,

Isma 122
Bella 121

Leandra 119
Muhammad 119
Shashwat 119

Mya 118
Elena 117

7BN 2679
7GKE 2468
7KR 1925

7ALW 1853

Kairo 152
Aseda 147
Mia 141

Emmabong 139
Jude 138
Abi 133

Robert 131

Enjoy your well-deserved rest, have fun, and come back ready for more adventures. We’re excited to 
see all the amazing things you’ll accomplish in the next half term!

For the form groups, leading the way 
are 7BN with 7GKE not far behind!

Our individual achievement point league looks like this, well 
done to all these students for getting over 115 this term!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/greyfriarsnasio?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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Stars Pathway Weekly Highlights | Mr Jubin
The Stars Pathway have had yet another fantastic week — full of drama, discovery, creativity, and a
few jaw-dropping moments along the way.

In The Merchant of Venice, their curiosity about the mysterious gold casket reached its dramatic
climax when it was opened to reveal… a skull. Gasps all round! That spine-chilling reveal led to some
impressively deep and thoughtful discussions about Elizabethan society, stereotypes, and prejudice
— proving that curiosity really does lead to powerful learning (even if it makes you jump a little
first!).

Science lessons with Dr Rogers had pupils enthusiastically timing cars and balls with stopwatches,
calculating speed and distance like true budding scientists. The excitement was real — and so was
the accuracy! It was wonderful to see such focus and teamwork in action.

Creativity was shining brightly this week too. During sewing and embroidery sessions with Ms
Swanton, pupils demonstrated patience, resilience, and some genuinely impressive craftsmanship.
They also channelled their artistic flair into making beautiful owl clocks — a delightful mix of
precision and imagination that had everyone ticking along nicely!

Drama brought confidence and flair as pupils performed dramatic duologues between the Prince of
Morocco and Portia, stepping confidently into character and embracing the theatrical tension of the
casket scene. Meanwhile, History took a darker turn as pupils explored the reign of King John and his
many questionable decisions — safe to say he was not in the running for “Monarch of the Year”!

A truly special highlight of the week was the Stars Pathway’s first visit to the chapel. The quiet
reverence, sincere faith, and gentle curiosity shown by the children was deeply moving. Watching
them pause, reflect, and engage so naturally in such a sacred space was a humbling and beautiful
reminder that even young hearts can carry great faith.

Friday ended on a high with an energetic Kahoot quiz on Act 2 Scene 1 (the infamous casket
episode!). Competitive spirits were alive and well — congratulations to Tommy for taking first place,
with Katrina as a very close runner-up. A brilliant way to consolidate learning while having lots of
fun!

What a week it has been — full of challenge, creativity, reflection, and laughter.

Wishing everyone a very happy and restful half term!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

Deadline Extended –
French Christmas 

Markets Trip 2026

Great news!

The deadline has been extended 
for our

French Christmas Markets Trip.

Dates: 2nd–4th December 2026
Open to: Current Years 7–10

Cost: £325

Deposit deadline:
18th February

(£50 deposit 
required to secure a place)

Students will experience the 
festive atmosphere of traditional 
French Christmas markets while 

developing their cultural 
awareness and language skills.

Places are limited, so early 
payment is advised to avoid 

disappointment.

For more information, please 
contact l.parish@gfcs.uk

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

For more 
information 
about the 
Paris trip, 

please click 
on the link to 

watch a 
presentation 

by Mr 
Dunne:
VIDEO

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/1SDFo1CSXGM
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
16 – 20 February | Half Term

17 Feb – 02 Mar | Kenya trip

24 February | Lent Reconciliation

25 February | Duke of Edinburgh Training Day

27 February | Year 12 St Clare’s Student Conference

02 – 06 March | Year 12 Work Experience Week

02 – 13 March | Greyfriars Literary Festival

03 – 06 March | Pilgrims of Hope Rome Trip

03 March | Year 10 Mock Interviews 

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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SENse Learning is running six workshops, designed 

to support parents and carers with practical guidance, 

up-to-date information, and strategies that can be used 

at home. The sessions are a great way to learn, build 

understanding, and gain confidence in supporting your 

child’s development and wellbeing.

Workshop topics include:

28th Jan | Parenting styles and attachment Book here

11th Feb | Brain development in children and young people Book here

25th Feb | Self-regulation and sleep Book Here

11th Mar | Online safety Book here

25th Mar | Understanding young people’s mental health Book here

Booking information

All workshops are free to attend and will be delivered online

Tickets can be booked via Eventbrite

Places are limited, so we encourage early booking

Full details of each session, including dates and times, are available 

on the Eventbrite booking page

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parenting-styles-attachment-tickets-1976444403415?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brain-development-linked-to-neurodiversity-tickets-1976444636111?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/self-regulation-sleep-tickets-1976446116539?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-safety-for-parents-and-carers-tickets-1976446495673?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-young-peoples-mental-health-16-years-tickets-1976446584940?aff=oddtdtcreator
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