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Dear Families

This week we have been reflecting on the season of Lent, thinking about the image of Jesus going into
the desert for forty days. Lent invites us to pause, look inward, and allow a process of renewal to take
place. In our assemblies we have been talking about the importance of doing the right thing and
looking inward, even when it is difficult and even when we would rather not. Lent is not simply about
giving things up. It is about becoming better people through prayer, sacrifice and acts of kindness, and
recognising that even the smallest choices we make can have powerful ripple effects in our
community. As we reflected in assembly, small actions can have big consequences, and when we
choose mercy and kindness we help transform the world around us. This is at the very heart of The
Greyfriars Way.

Of course, our Lenten journey began in school with our Mass at the end of last term, and as we
continue through this season we will keep reflecting on how we can live out the Greyfriars Way —
choosing mercy, kindness and courage in the small decisions we make every day. We know that our
students will also take a lot from their Rome Pilgrimage, which is also leaving next week.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of the school community. I wish you all a peaceful
and reflective weekend.

With very best wishes
Lyndsey Caldwell

Headteacher

It has been a busy and inspiring time in school, stretching across half term and
into the start of this new term. During half term, our Year 10 Kenya team
travelled to Kenya. After a long and challenging journey, they have thrown
themselves fully into the experience: working in medical centres, helping to
build homes, and even learning how to milk cows! They have had a rich and
varied time, and we are very much looking forward to hearing the many stories
when they return. Experiences like this remind us how powerful service and
solidarity can be.

I was also honoured this week to represent the school with Mr Greer at an Iftar
hosted by the Dialogue Society at Mansfield College, Oxford. (Here we are!) The
Dialogue Society is a community organisation committed to building
understanding between communities and celebrating the diversity that is such a
strength in our country, and especially here in Oxford. It was a joyful and
thoughtful evening and a reminder of the importance of dialogue, respect and
friendship between faiths.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.dialoguesociety.org/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Matthew 4 : 1 - 11

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Matthew 4:1-11 details Jesus’ 40-day fast in the wilderness and his subsequent
temptation by the devil, serving as a pivotal moment of preparation for his public
ministry. Jesus overcomes three distinct temptations—physical hunger, testing
God, and idolatry for power—by quoting Scripture, demonstrating his obedience
to the Father and triumphing where Adam and Israel failed. This passage is the
inspiration for the 40 days of Lent, where we fast and rely on God, just like Jesus
did.

Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness
1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 
3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell 
these stones to become bread.”  4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man 
shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’”  5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had 
him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of

God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:  “‘He will command his angels concerning you, and 
they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 7 Jesus answered 
him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very 
high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. 9 “All this I will give 
you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”  10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is 
written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”  11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and 
attended him.

Infinite God, You hold time in your hands. Thank you for meeting 
me even in the ashes of this broken world, calling for repentance and 
bringing salvation. During this season of Lent, may I hear Your call 
in the present and every day, find You in deep waters as I turn my 
heart to You, and follow on the highway that draws us closer in 

love. Amen

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/


Catholic Life | Mr Greer
On Monday, our Catholic Life Ambassadors hosted guests from the Oxford Community Land Trust,
working to build a strategy on affordable housing in Oxford. Students have excelled this year at
putting Catholic Social Teaching into action, and this new partnership will help us fight for the dignity
of the most vulnerable in our city.

On Wednesday, Year 8 Ambassadors had their first meeting in a new enrichment session. It's exciting
to see them emerge as young leaders, and they have been tasked with developing a retreat
programme for Year 8 that will occur in the summer term.

We wish our Muslim students and families a happy Ramadan. In our Catholic season of Lent, we
come alongside you in a time of continued prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Ms. Caldwell and I
attended an Iftar dinner with the Oxford Dialogue Society on Thursday to mark our commitment to
shared understanding and respect.

We go on our Rome pilgrimage next week, and so are finishing our final preparations. Pray for us!
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Assistant Site Manager Vacancy
We are looking to appoint a reliable, self-motivated person to support the Head Caretaker at
Greyfriars Catholic School.

The successful candidate would, ideally have previous experience in a school environment. They
must have the ability to display a conscientious and logical approach to the variety of tasks necessary
for the smooth running of the school. The role will involve the unlocking and locking of the school as
well as ad-hoc maintenance and repairs.

For more information and to make an application, please go to 
mynewterm

School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch accounts
and if this is running low please top up. Students will be unable to purchase food in the restaurant if
they do not have enough funds in their account. Please note that we are a cashless school and
cannot accept cash for lunch payments. If you are having trouble accessing your ParentPay account,
please contact the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://mynewterm.com/school/Greyfriars-Catholic-School/146800


Library News | Miss Brett
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Hello, everybody! Welcome to the best
week yet! I am literally bursting with pride!
Starting today, 21 is my favourite number.
Do you know why?

You might remember the Stranger Sagas competition, and the
Enrichment workshops we ran in one of our previous terms. Well,
guess what! Here’s the news I have received this week.

Yes, you guessed it! 21 of our wonderfully talented students are

getting published in the “Stranger Sagas – Beneath the Surface”
collection that comes out in April! This is an unbelievable
achievement – CONGRATULATIONS! As of April, you will all be

published authors!!!! (apologies, my pride and
excitement often show through the number of
exclamation marks!!!). Also, to all the fantastic
writers, who submitted their stories begrudgingly –
I told you it was worth it 😊- well done and keep
writing!

I will brag again when we get our free copy of the
published book!

Now, a smooth transition into the next great thing.

Here’s the timetable of lunch time activities to
enjoy in the library. Don’t forget, there will be
other exciting things happening around the school,
including talks and workshops by writers,
illustrators, and other professionals. These provide
unforgettable experiences and an opportunity to
find out what it’s like in the real world.

AAAAND… Stranger Sagas competition is back!
Come to the library and grab your entry form, so
you can have the chance to be published in the
next book.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Weekly Book Review by Lian

.

.

Library News Continued…
Finally, who is leading the READING WAY?

A very simple, cosy and cute manga which is all around soft
to read. It’s extremely heart-warming and can definitely be
the pick-me-up a person would want in times of slightly
anxiety or stress. There’s light-hearted jokes and the plot
line following a rather kooky but sweet cat’s journey with
found family is genuinely pleasant.

The manga also has easy to follow panels- being both clear
and straightforward so you can totally feel the whimsy as
you enjoy Chi’s journey.

All in all I believe the manga is paw-sitively adorable!

Have a restful and 

READful weekend, so 

you have lots of 

energy to enjoy the 

festival!

Cricket | Miss Kenneford
On Thursday 26th, we were delighted to welcome Charlotte and Richard from Oxfordshire
Cricket to deliver a fun and inclusive cricket session for our students.

The session included bowling, batting, fielding and a quick game to finish. It was wonderful to see
the students fully engaged and enjoying themselves, and even better to watch their confidence grow
throughout the afternoon.

We can’t wait to welcome them back again soon!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
It is wonderful to have everyone back at school after what I hope was a restful half term, and it is
equally wonderful to have everyone coming to school and leaving in the daylight. As we move into
Lent as a school we are focussing on the preferential option for the poor, and how we as members
of the Greyfriars community can support those around us who are less fortunate than ourselves.

As a year group, we are reflecting on our assemblies from last term, particularly in relation to
building a sense of belonging and the idea that attendance matters, it is so important to our school
that students are in and involved in what we do collectively, and each form group has their own
targets and plans for how they can help students improve their attendance!

Our year group achievement points are off to a flying start, with year 7 receiving over 1500 points
this week!

7GKE 440
7BN 378
7KR 366

7ALW 339

Aseda 36
Niall 33
Elena 30
Mia 29

Bella 27
Alyssa 27
Natalie 25
Abubakr 24
Charity 24

Massive well to everyone and 
have an amazing weekend!

Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh Expedition Training Day | Miss Kenneford
On Wednesday this week, our Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh
students took part in their Expedition Training Day, delivered
by Richard from The Oxford Boat Adventure. Students
developed key expedition skills, including map reading and
navigation, understanding the importance of nutritional food
to fuel their bodies, cooking safely on a Trangia stove, and
pitching tents correctly. The hands-on sessions helped build
confidence, teamwork, and independence as they prepare
for their upcoming expedition.

Well done to all involved for their enthusiasm and positive attitude throughout the day.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for KS4 | Mr Weedon
Year 10 Update
Year 10 students have been working incredibly
hard in lessons and are responding positively to
feedback from their Pre-Public Examinations
(PPEs). It has been fantastic to see so many
students taking on board teachers’ advice and
actively putting it into practice — a real sign of
maturity and commitment to improvement.

We are also very proud of the amazing
opportunities our Year 10 students have been
involved in recently, including unforgettable trips
to Kenya and Rome. These experiences have been
enriching, inspiring, and a wonderful reflection of
our students’ enthusiasm and engagement.

A reminder that Parents’ Evening is next
Thursday. Please ensure you sign up using a
browser to secure your appointments. We look
forward to seeing you there.

Year 11 Update
Year 11 students are producing some outstanding
work in their PPEs. Their dedication, positive
attitudes to learning, and excellent attendance
have been fantastic to see. This strong approach
will undoubtedly place them in a great position as
they continue their preparation for the months
ahead.

Keep up the excellent work, Year 11!

Form Group Points
10SA 312
10MJ 299

10JOD 262
10CT 258

Year 10 Hospitality and
Catering | Mrs Awanyo
Our Year 10 students recently enjoyed
making and frying their own doughnuts as
part of their Food Technology lessons. They
developed their skills in dough preparation,
safe frying techniques, and kitchen hygiene
— all while producing some delicious results!

Well done to Year 10 for their enthusiasm,
teamwork, and fantastic effort.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth form News | Ms McCabe
Work Experience Week Y12
All Y12 students will be on Work Experience next week. Students who have not secured a placement
outside of school must be in school every day from Monday to Friday. The week in school will include
work related projects, speakers and activities for students to consider their future career. All Y12
students have a booklet to complete to reflect on their learning and students in school and out of
school will be given feedback on their work related skills.
We know it will be a valuable week for everyone.

PPE Week 1
Our Y13 students have been working hard this week on their exams. These exams are so important
for students to reflect on gaps in their knowledge before the final summer exams. They continue for
one more week and then, we look forward to our Y13 returning to lessons on Monday 9th March.

UCAS Trip Y12
A reminder that our UCAS trip takes place on Monday
23rd March. Spaces for this event are limited so
students must sign up via ParentPay as soon as possible.
On the day, students will be able to speak to teams
from Universities around the country and ask about
admissions, careers, and courses. There are also many
leading apprenticeship providers at the event so
students can speak to potential employers and young
people currently on the apprenticeship pathway.
Perhaps the best bit, for some students, is the bagful of
freebies and goodies they can pick up from the different
exhibitors!

Greyfriars Literary Festival
We are really excited to be supporting the Library with
the Greyfriars Literary Festival which starts on Monday.
A small number of our Y12 students are completing
their work experience as Festival Runners. They will be
helping Mrs Brett with the day to day smooth running of
the festival. Additionally, we will have lots of
opportunities for our Y12 who are in school to attend
some of the festival events and work with younger
students.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 8 and Year 9 |Mrs Reddy

Year 8 Year 9

Wissam Junaid

Kristian Alexia

Isaac Sahas

Joshua Fina

Greidi John

Haider Kevin

Rosmelia Louie

Hafsah Emmanuel

Sophie Erika-Maria

Zain Thomas 

Congratulations to all students with 100% attendance.  Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing 
support.  Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself.

Students leading the wayThis week, I am delighted to recognise the
exceptional effort and enthusiasm shown by our Y8
and Y9 students in History with Mr Kenan. Lorenzo,
Zabrina and Caleb have demonstrated outstanding
engagement in our recent lessons on the American
Civil Rights Movement. Their thoughtful insights and
strong understanding of the topic have truly set them
apart.

Paulo, Damir and Deven have shown admirable
dedication during our study of the Second World
War. Their meaningful contributions to class
discussions and impressive subject knowledge have
not gone unnoticed. Saron, Rafael and Kaylun have
approached the challenging topic of the Holocaust
with maturity and respect. Their reflective
engagement and consistent effort are highly
commendable.

Ephraim, Sherry, Abdullah and Lucas also has a fantastic session with Oxfordshire Cricket. They
participated with great energy and enthusiasm, making the most of every activity.

A special mention goes to Kali Reynolds for her positive attitude and active participation in lessons.
Congratulations as well to Ricardito and Gaundencio for their excellent progress in English, and to
Sekou and Kaicy for their remarkable improvement in Maths.

These students are shining examples of what can be achieved through focus, curiosity and
perseverance. We encourage all students to follow their lead, ask questions, engage fully and always
strive to give your very best.

Well done to everyone recognised this week. Keep up the excellent work!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Stars Pathway Weekly Highlights | Mr Jubin
The first week back after half-term saw our pupils return with energy levels that could rival a double
espresso! It was a week full of curiosity, creativity, and plenty of “aha!” moments.

In Science, Dr Rogers guided our young experimenters as they investigated pressure. Using a
Newton meter, pupils measured the weight of various stones, discovering firsthand how even the
smallest pebble can pack a surprising punch. Who knew physics could be so hands-on… and so
heavy?

During Life Skills, our pupils dabbled in the artistry of the Union Jack. Armed with red, white, and
blue paints, they explored colour mixing, texture, and their own creative flair. While the real flag is
all strict lines and symmetry, our pupils took a more expressive approach—celebrating individuality
while developing fine motor control and a flair for drama.

History lessons transported us back to medieval England, as pupils role-played the Peasants’ Revolt
and the Black Death. It was dramatic, immersive, and – luckily – entirely plague-free in our
classroom!

In Soft Landing with Mrs Swanton, pupils built miniature farm scenes, complete with animals and
houses. This tactile activity fostered problem-solving, fine motor skills, and lively discussion about
the farmyard inhabitants. Our future architects (and perhaps farmers) were very much in their
element.

It has been a joy to watch our pupils dive into learning with enthusiasm, imagination, and a dash of
mischief. Here’s to another week of discoveries, creativity, and perhaps a little more controlled
chaos!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

The deadline has been 
extended for our
French Christmas 

Markets Trip.

Dates: 2nd–4th 
December 2026

Open 
to: Current Years 7–10

Cost: £325
Deposit deadline:

Weds 4th March 2026
(£50 deposit 

required to secure a 
place)

For more information, 
please contact

l.parish@gfcs.uk

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
02 – 06 March | Year 12 Work Experience Week

02 – 13 March | Greyfriars Literary Festival

03 – 06 March | Pilgrims of Hope Rome Trip

03 March | Year 10 Mock Interviews 

05 March | World Book Day

05 March | Oxford Young Sports Leaders Programme – Session 1

05 March | Year 10 Parents’ Evening

06 – 15 March | British Science Week 

Greyfriars Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars
Catholic School, please email our School Business
Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies or visit: to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link.

DONATE

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Vacancies

https://www.birminghamdioces
e.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/

jobs

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs
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SENse Learning is running six workshops, designed 

to support parents and carers with practical guidance, 

up-to-date information, and strategies that can be used 

at home. The sessions are a great way to learn, build 

understanding, and gain confidence in supporting your 

child’s development and wellbeing.

Workshop topics include:

28th Jan | Parenting styles and attachment Book here

11th Feb | Brain development in children and young people Book here

25th Feb | Self-regulation and sleep Book Here

11th Mar | Online safety Book here

25th Mar | Understanding young people’s mental health Book here

Booking information

All workshops are free to attend and will be delivered online

Tickets can be booked via Eventbrite

Places are limited, so we encourage early booking

Full details of each session, including dates and times, are available 

on the Eventbrite booking page

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parenting-styles-attachment-tickets-1976444403415?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brain-development-linked-to-neurodiversity-tickets-1976444636111?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/self-regulation-sleep-tickets-1976446116539?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-safety-for-parents-and-carers-tickets-1976446495673?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-young-peoples-mental-health-16-years-tickets-1976446584940?aff=oddtdtcreator
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