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Dear Families

This week our reflections turned to John’s Gospel. In it, we are reminded that we are one body, united
as a human family. This message speaks powerfully to our world today, where divisions can so easily
take hold. For us at Greyfriars, it reinforces our focus on the Common Good — our Catholic Social
Teaching theme this term. To live this out means recognising that we are part of one human family,
called to understand, respect, and support one another. It is in unity that we find strength and joy.

We are now well settled into the rhythm of school life. Lessons are purposeful, students are engaged,
and there is a tangible sense of energy across the site. The launch of our enrichment programme has
been a particular highlight this week. From sports clubs to creative arts, debating, gardening, remote
controlled cars, and service opportunities, there is something for everyone. Enrichment is not an ‘extra’
at Greyfriars, it is part of who we are, giving every student a chance to grow in mind, body, and spirit
and so it is built into our curriculum time.

Our Sixth Form students deserve a special mention. They are modelling the Greyfriars Way in an
exemplary manner, setting high standards for the younger years. Their leadership, maturity and service
to the and encouraging those just beginning their Greyfriars journey. We are so proud of them and their
contribution to school life – especially our Jacari readers!

The weeks ahead will be busy and exciting. We are preparing for a number of visitors, which will give us
the opportunity to share the best of what makes our community special: our faith, our learning, our care
for one another, and our ambition to create the best possible environment for the children in our care.

I am especially looking forward to welcoming families to our Meet the Form Tutor Evening next
Thursday (25th September, 6.30pm). This is not a parents’ evening in the traditional sense. It is
something different and, I think, rather special. It is about connection: meeting tutors, seeing the school,
and spending time with other families. It is an opportunity to strengthen the bonds of our school family,
and to ensure communication between home and school remains open, supportive and strong. We look
forward to seeing you.

As always, I encourage you to make the most of all that is on offer this term. There is so much to get
involved in. I am especially keen on our rowing tasters and building our partnership with Falcon rowing.
My ambition is to see a Greyfriars team competing in a regatta next summer is a step closer. I hope
many of our students will seize this opportunity.

Thank you for all you do to support our community. It is through our shared commitment — staff,
students and families together, that Greyfriars continues to flourish.

I wish you all a wonderful weekend, and I look forward with great hope to the term and year ahead.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – John 3: 13-17

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
This week’s Gospel explains that Jesus, the Son of Man, descended from heaven and will be
"lifted up" on the cross to bring eternal life to believers. Through God's profound love, he gave
his only Son, not to condemn the world, but to save it through faith in Him. This passage
highlights the necessity of a spiritual rebirth and the promise of salvation for all who believe in
Jesus, with the cross becoming an instrument of life rather than death.

13 No one has gone up to heaven except the one who 
came down from heaven, the Son of man; 14 as Moses 
lifted up the snake in the desert, so must the Son of man 
be lifted up 15 so that everyone who believes may have 
eternal life in him.  16 For this is how God loved the world: 
he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life.  17 For God 
sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but so 
that through him the world might be saved.

Our school prayer intention this week was for 
teachers. Here is a lovely prayer written by a 

student: 

"Dear Lord, we pray teachers have the patience to deal 
with the different students and the strength to go 

above and beyond for our education. St. John Bosco, 
Pray for them. Amen."

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Catholic Life | Mr Greer
This week, current Catholic Life Ambassadors began recruiting our new Year 7s to join the team.
Teams of two (just like in the Gospels) went to Year 7 form groups to share what Catholic Life
Ambassadors do and why they are important to the school. We had a massive number of sign-ups!
It's so encouraging to see the amount of Greyfriars students stepping up to be leaders.

We are also continuing to get ready for our Rome trip in the Spring. If you have not signed up yet,
we only have a few spots remaining. Please pay the deposit and fill out the ParentPay form as soon
as possible.

Have a blessed weekend!

Message for Year 7 |
Mr Cunningham
This has been another excellent
week for year 7, as they have
been settling into their new
routines, they have continued to
grow in their confidence in
enacting the Greyfriars way.

This week we have spoken
together about the opportunities
that we are given and that they
will be able to take advantage of
over the course of this year, and
I look forward to seeing how
they approach this challenge.

Finally I am thoroughly looking
forward to meeting as many of
you as possible at the Meet the
Form Tutor evening on:

Thursday 25th of September.
6.30pm – 7.30pm

Weekly Book Review by Lian Gebana
The other Eddie Trimmer-Jacqueline Wilson

Another wonderfully

written book by

Jacqueline Wilson! The

plot is exciting and the

build up is positively

thrilling in itself! If anyone

was a fan of ‘Hetty

Feather’ or even ‘Clover

Moon’ then I’d definitely

recommend this! This

novel includes stirring

themes of friendship,

family and some certain

struggles.

I’d also like to mention the intriguing setting and detail of

Victorian England-which Wilson has written brilliantly many

times before.

The protagonist is relatively relatable and she ends up

seeing another (clearer) perspective on her fixation!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Year 7 Students Try Their Hand at Rowing! | Miss Kenneford
On Wednesday during the enrichment session, ten of our Year 7 students had the fantastic
opportunity to visit Falcon Rowing Club. The afternoon was full of excitement as students were
introduced to the world of rowing.

They started off by trying the ski ergs, which gave them a taste of the fitness and technique rowers
need. They also explored the club and got to see the impressive range of boats stored there. The
highlight of the trip was, of course, getting out on the river and experiencing rowing for themselves!

The students had an amazing time and showed great enthusiasm and teamwork throughout the
session. We are already looking forward to building on this experience and are excited about the
possibility of launching our very own Greyfriars Rowing Team in the near future.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe
I hope the start of term has been going well and students have settled into their new routines and
subjects. Just a reminder about some of our routines in Sixth Form, particularly for our new students:

❖ Attendance: All students are required to be in school from 8:45am every day. This helps students
develop excellent study habits and routines. If your child is absent from school, please contact
school reception to report this on 01865 749933. We will only authorise absence if we have heard
from a parent or carer. Any request for a planned absence must be made in writing to Ms Caldwell.

❖ Independent study: Sixth Form students should be completing 5 additional hours of independent
study per week for A Level courses and 3 hours of independent study per week for L2 courses. This
will include their homework and additional independent work guided by their teacher. We allocate
time in the school day for students to complete their work and manage these expectations of
independent study. These independent study sessions are called Super Study and Group Study on
the timetable. Super Study is silent, independent study and Group Study is an opportunity for
students to work collaboratively on tasks. Our Sixth Form pages on the school website give more
information about resources for independent study and wider reading in Y12 and Y13.

❖ Termly updates are sent to all of our Sixth Form families in the final week of each term. This letter
is sent by email and shares the highlights of the term as well as key diary dates for the following
term.

I am delighted to be working with you, the families, and all of our Y12 students this year. I hope to see
as many of you as possible for our Meet the Tutor event on Thursday 25th September.

.

❖ Lanyards: It is a safeguarding requirement for all Sixth
Form students to wear their purple lanyard each day.
These must be visible at all times whilst on the school
site. If students lose their lanyard, they may be required
to pay £5.00 for a replacement. This can be paid through
Parent Pay

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett

Continued on the next page…
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And we’re back here again. Gosh, it is already going so quickly. The library

has been buzzing this week, and it brings me so much joy! We have also

had lots of students borrow books during our first library lessons, no

doubt some tempted by the promised achievement points, rather than

the excitement of holding a new story in their hand😊. Whether that is

the case, it does not matter. The road to the love of reading can be windy

and slow, but it is very worthwhile and I am determined to turn as many

students as possible into readers.

This week, I want to show you the magic of reading. Have a look at the poster below. Really look.

Really read. REALLY take it in. Reading is not just better exam results; it is a better life. Through

reading, you can improve so many aspects of your life and I am here to help you on your reading

journey. All it takes is 20 minutes of reading a day to really make a difference in your life!

Fear not if reading is not your favourite pastime, we

all have to start somewhere. Or, as I heard somebody

say recently – just start where you are. If you are not a

reader (yet), that’s not a problem – I do like a

challenge. Come and let me help you find a book that

you will love (or at least not hate).

We have a wonderful variety of both fiction and non-

fiction books, and some remarkable classics too. But if

you’re really not sure about reading, we have plenty of

short reads too. Come on, give it a go. 20 minutes a day is

all it takes😊.

Don’t forget our rewards either – one of which is the

Reading Championship. Here’s a reminder of what it is:

1. Reading Champion (for individual students) – borrow, read, return as many books from the

library as you can to become our Reading Champion and win a mini trophy as a keepsake! (we

are still doing the Library Loyalty Bookmarks as well!)

2. Tutor Group Reading Championship – borrow books from the library, read them, return them.

Encourage students in your Tutor Group to do the same!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News Continued
We have weekly Leaderboard updates (below) and prizes every two terms. Come and chat with me if

you want to find out more, or speak to the current champions – 8RM, or better yet – pop into their

form room to admire the Championship Cup. It could be in your form room in January!

Speaking of, here is the current leader board.
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Finally, here is the quote of the week:

“If my life is going to mean anything, I have 

to live it myself.”

— Percy Jackson, The Lightning Thief

Have a READlightful😊weekend!

Your Librarian, Ms Brett

Ofsted SEND monitoring visit | Oxfordshire Parent Carers Forum
Ofsted are returning to Oxfordshire for a monitoring visit to assess progress following their 2023
inspection, which found widespread issues in local SEND services. Parent carers of children and young
people with SEND are invited to share their experiences – both positive and negative – to help
inspectors understand what’s working and where challenges remain.

Your feedback will go directly to Ofsted and will help shape future priorities and support. Please take
a few minutes to complete the survey: https://www.menti.com/alxnvajpnpo8

Careers | Mr Dunne
eSTEM Careers Events for students - science, engineering and technology -
Wednesday 24th September 2025 (Information on Satchel for the relevant 

year groups)

Discover Careers in Pharmacy - Thursday 16th October 2025, Lecture 
Theatre 1, Level 2 Academic Centre Trauma, John Radcliffe Hospital, OX3 

9DU, 5:15-7:00. Booking not required.

For lots of useful information regarding careers, please click: 
Oxfordshire Careers Hub: Picks of the Week

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.menti.com/alxnvajpnpo8
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek160925?e=20e0a73c58
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Arbor Parent App | Launch Information

The Arbor Parent App is
an essential tool for
parents. It not only allows
you to view your child’s
timetable, achievement
and behaviour
information, but you will
also be able to book
appointments for parents’
evenings, select options
for GCSEs and receive
communications from
school.

Please see the adjacent 
information about how to 
register and note that not 

all functions will be 
available / active straight 

away.

Thank you for your 
continued patience as we 

move to our new MIS 
system.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
25 September | Going for Gold KS5 Maths Trip

25 September | Meet the Form Tutor Evening 6.30pm – 7.30pm

1 October | Feast of St Francis Mass

2 October | Open Evening 6pm – 8pm

3 October | INSET Day – No student in school

6 – 8 October | Open Mornings (Appointment only)

16 October | PFMAC Concert

24 October | Last day of Term

27 – 31 October | Half Term

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Save the date!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Free Maths Circles in October 2025 

for Y7-10 students - Register Now.

A registered charity "We Solve 

Problems" is inviting pupils to join the 

in-person weekly Maths Circle at 

Keble College (University of Oxford).

Maths Circles are free training 

sessions for maths lovers that 

promote the art of problem-solving 

and structured thinking. Students in 

years 7-11 who love puzzle-solving 

will enjoy the sessions regardless of 

their proficiency in the school 

curriculum. Maths students and 

professional mathematicians from 

Oxford University run Maths Circles.

To secure an invitation to the Circles, 

all students are welcome to 

participate in the London Verbal 

Maths Challenge, a fun oral-style 

Olympiad free of charge. Students in 

years 7-10 are invited to join, 

provided they enjoy problem-solving 

and math-based reasoning.

To register for participation in Maths 

Circles, please fill in the following 

form: Register

To find out more information about 

Maths Circles, please visit:

Maths Circles

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/7YQMuu7DFVEYce9j7
https://wesolveproblems.org.uk/maths-circles/
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The “BIG OPEN WEEKEND” (Splash 

and Play) is running @ Blackbird Leys 

leisure centre, Ferry Leisure centre & 

Barton Leisure centre, and offers a wide 

range of free activities from swimming 

lessons, family fun, inflatable session, 

soft play and Tag-X.

All of these exciting offers can be viewed 

and booked online through the following 

website, simply select which sites suits 

you.

https://www.oxford.gov.uk/leisure-

centres-swimming-pools

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/leisure-centres-swimming-pools

