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Dear Families

This week in our Gospel reflection we heard Jesus’ teaching: ‘You cannot serve both God and
money.’ It is striking that Jesus speaks about money more than almost anything else. Why? Because
he knew how easily it could take over people’s hearts. Money itself is not bad; we need it for food,
clothes, even the bus ticket to school. But the parable of the dishonest manager reminds us that
wealth has no value unless it is used to build community. It challenges us to choose carefully what
we serve: do we put people, kindness, fairness and love first: or do we let money, possessions and
status lead the way? Sometimes, we can be distracted. At Greyfriars, this challenge links closely to
our values: Knowledge helps us see clearly what truly matters. Care reminds us that people are
always more valuable than possessions. Ambition directs us to live lives of meaning, not just lives
chasing wealth.

In our year group assemblies this week, Mr Greer (Leader of Catholic Life and Mission) and Mr
Edmed (Deputy Headteacher) helped us prepare for our Feast of St Francis Mass next week, which
also falls on the feast day of St Thérèse of Lisieux: the inspiration for the Greyfriars Way! These
reflections tie together so many of our recent themes: how we can be inspired by others, and how,
through our own actions, we can inspire others and build the Common Good.

It has also been a week of wonderful connections across our community. On Thursday we were
delighted to welcome so many of you to our Meet the Form Tutor Evening. This was a very special
occasion, not a parents’ evening in the traditional sense, but a chance to place the form tutor as an
important link in our school family. Meeting together, strengthening relationships, and sharing a
sense of belonging is what makes Greyfriars unique.

On the sports field, our students have shown commitment and team spirit in three football matches.
Despite not emerging as victors this time, we could not be prouder of the determination, teamwork,
and Way they displayed.

It has been a busy, joyful week, full of opportunities to live out our mission together.

As we look ahead, I encourage families to make the most of all that is on offer; from enrichment and
library opportunities, to rowing tasters with Falcon Rowing Club, to the preparations for our
Christmas Fair in December. Together, let us keep choosing to put our community before
possessions, the Common Good before self-interest, and love before anything else.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

On Wednesday we hosted Citizens UK Big Listen. Our Catholic Life
Ambassadors spoke with grace, power and hope, leading the event
with confidence and reminding us that the voices of young people
matter.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Luke 16: 1-13

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
This week’s Gospel teaches that believers should be as shrewd and strategic with spiritual
"riches" (using their time, talents, and money) as the steward was with his master's wealth.
Christians should use worldly possessions ("unrighteous mammon") to create "friends" by
practicing generosity and helping the poor, thereby securing a welcome into "eternal
dwellings" when their earthly time runs out. The parable challenges believers to be faithful
stewards of God's resources, preparing for their heavenly future with the same urgency and
foresight as the unjust steward planned for his earthly one.

1 He also said to his disciples, 'There was a rich man and he had 
a steward who was denounced to him for being wasteful with 
his property. 2 He called for the man and said, "What is this I 
hear about you? Draw me up an account of your stewardship 
because you are not to be my steward any longer.“ 3 Then the 
steward said to himself, "Now that my master is taking the 
stewardship from me, what am I to do? Dig? I am not strong 
enough. Go begging? I should be too ashamed. 4 Ah, I know 
what I will do to make sure that when I am dismissed from

office there will be some to welcome me into their homes.“ 5 'Then he called his master's debtors one by 
one. To the first he said, "How much do you owe my master?“  6 "One hundred measures of oil," he said. 
The steward said, "Here, take your bond; sit down and quickly write fifty.“  7 To another he said, "And you, 
sir, how much do you owe?" "One hundred measures of wheat," he said. The steward said, "Here, take 
your bond and write eighty.“ 8 'The master praised the dishonest steward for his astuteness. For the 
children of this world are more astute in dealing with their own kind than are the children of light.’ 9 'And 
so I tell you this: use money, tainted as it is, to win you friends, and thus make sure that when it fails you, 
they will welcome you into eternal dwellings.  10 Anyone who is trustworthy in little things is trustworthy in 
great; anyone who is dishonest in little things is dishonest in great. 11 If then you are not trustworthy with 
money, that tainted thing, who will trust you with genuine riches?  12 And if you are not trustworthy with 
what is not yours, who will give you what is your very own?  13 'No servant can be the slave of two masters: 
he will either hate the first and love the second, or be attached to the first and despise the second. You 
cannot be the slave both of God and of money.'

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Catholic Life | Mr Greer

Assemblies this week were based on reverence and how St. Francis practiced this in his own life.
This is especially important as we celebrate the feast of St. Francis next week on Wednesday 1st

October. We hope that all students will have the opportunity to meet and connect with God in this
time of reverence, and that their hearts will be opened to something new.

We were delighted to host Citizens UK this week at Greyfriars, a large triumph mainly due to the
incredible work of our Catholic Life Ambassador team. Lian and Mfoniso co-hosted the event, and
other ambassadors helped to set up the space and refreshments to welcome our guests. We are
excited to launch our campaign to make Oxford a city where everyone thrives!

Our school has been praying a Novena (a 9 day prayer)
dedicated to St. Therese of Liseaux this week, as we anticipate
her feast day on October 1st. This Friday marks day 5 of the
prayer: we encourage you to continue whilst at home.

Little Flower of Jesus, from the very first moment of your religious 
life you thought only of denying yourself in all things so as to 

follow Jesus more perfectly; help me to bear patiently the trials of 
my daily life. Teach me to make use of the trials, the sufferings, the 

humiliations, that come my way, to learn to know myself better 
and to love God more.  Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Match Report | Mr Dunne
Girls’ Football: A Display of Heart and
Honour
This week, our U12 and U13 girls proudly
represented Greyfriars in a spirited football
fixture. While the final score wasn’t the one
we’d hoped for, the performance on and
off the pitch was something to truly
celebrate.

From start to finish, our players showed
remarkable determination, resilience, and
togetherness. They embraced the
opportunity to represent the school with
dignity and respect — while also showing
care, ambition, and a genuine love for the
game. Their ability to laugh, smile, and
support one another throughout the match
was a testament to their character and
team spirit.

Their efforts didn’t go unnoticed. The
teacher from the opposing school took the
time to praise our girls for their outstanding
sportsmanship, attitude, and positivity — a
reflection of everything we strive for at
Greyfriars.

We’re incredibly proud of them and remain
committed to promoting girls’ football
across the school. There will be plenty
more opportunities to get involved, and we
encourage any girls interested to join our
football club on Mondays after school — all
are welcome!

Let’s keep building something special.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Match Report | Mr Dunne
Greyfriars 4–1 Cranford School
On Tuesday, our Year 9 boys delivered a
commanding performance against Cranford
School in the ESFA Small Schools’ Cup, securing
a 4–1 victory and a place in the next round.

Spectacular football was on display from both
sides, with Cranford showing resilience and
skill throughout. However, it was Greyfriars
who took control of the game, thanks to
excellent teamwork, sharp communication,
and relentless energy across the pitch.

Dominic J led the scoring with a well-earned
brace, while Ronnie and Lushan each added a
goal to cap off a confident team effort.

A brilliant result and a great reflection of the
hard work these players have been putting in -
onwards to Round Two!

Weekly Book Review by Lian 
Gebana
Young Sherlock – Night Break by Andrew 
Lane
A captivating look into our favourite
consulting detective’s childhood! It features
an interesting dynamic of what occurred in
Sherlock's family and focuses intently on his
past, personal relationships-particularly how
he dealt with them as a clever but troubled
teenager.

Without giving away too much Sherlock has
to handle some seriously strange events along
with all but one of his immediate family
members being ‘distant’. However that may
be an understatement for what actually
happens.

Despite this the story creates a great tale that
you have to follow along yourself and perhaps
then you’ll fit all the pieces together.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 7 | Mr
Cunningham
It was a pleasure to meet so many of you at Meet
the Tutor event last night. It was a joyful evening
and lovely to be able to put names to faces for
myself and the form tutors.

A special thank you to our Y7 volunteers who
welcomed families to Greyfriars. Mia, Bella and
Logan represented our school so well.

This week has been full of successes, with these 
students receiving over 50 achievement points this 
week: Charlie, Laura, Esther, Eufrazia, Muhammed, 
Jeffrey, Mariama, Mya, Sadew, Alyssa and Elia. 

Well done to all Y7 students!
Another fantastic week

Message for Year 8 and Year
9 | Mrs Reddy
We are delighted to see how well our new
students are settling into life at Greyfriars.
A huge thank you goes to our fantastic Y8
and Y9 students who have shown true
kindness by welcoming them into their
friendship groups, helping with routines,
and offering a friendly face around school.
Your small acts of inclusion, whether it's a
smile, a seat at lunch, or a helping hand
make a big difference. We are proud of the
empathy and respect you're showing every
day.

A massive thank you to all the guides that
helped out at Meet the Form Tutor evening.
Keep it up! Kindness is contagious, and
you're setting the tone for a positive school
community!

Thank you to all caregivers who attended Meet the Form Tutor evening, it was great to see you.

Congratulations to all students with 100% attendance.  Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing 
support.  Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself Y8 and Y9!

Message for KS4 | Mr Weedon
Y10 and Y11 have had a great week. We have been talking
about making the most of any opportunities that come up.
A good example of this was when 10MJ were offered the
opportunity to visit the Curiosity Cube having got the most
achievement points on Wednesday – they loved it!

Thank you to all the families who came to the Meet The
Tutor evening. It was lovely to see you all and I know the
tutors really enjoyed it.

Weekly Achievement Points

10SA 759
10MJ 725
10CT 486
10JOD 427

11JS 675
11JM 358
11RHO 256

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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St Frideswide Primary School 
Open Evening

.

Is your child starting school in 
September 26?

Come and find out how St 
Frideswide Primary put nurture 
based practice into action, next 

door to Florence Park!

Join us for a presentation and tour with our Head on
8th October at 15:30 or 18:30 and explore our 

school at one of our open sessions:

Monday 13th October 9.15-10.00

Friday 17th October 9.15-10.00

Monday 10th November 1.00 pm-1.45 pm

Friday 14th November 1.00 pm -1.45 pm

Book your place here.

Sixth Form News | Ms
McCabe
We have had wonderful interest this week
in our Leadership and Volunteering
projects. I could not be more impressed
with how our Y12 and Y13 are approaching
not only their studies this year, but also
their commitment to our school
community. Here's some of the things our
Sixth Form are leading in school:

Reading Mentoring
We have had over 20 students across Y12
and Y13 sign up to be Reading Mentors.
These students had their first training this
week. They will work one to one with Y7
and Y8 students, reading a book together,
building confidence and fostering a love of
reading. We are excited to see this
programme up and running and know the
impact this project can have on both the
mentors and their mentees.

Debating
Our Sixth Form debate teams are also officially up and running. Our first debate takes place next
week. Students will prepare to argue either for or against the statement 'Freedom of speech is
neither possible nor desirable'. We want students to think critically and logically about the world and
debating is an excellent way to practise this.

Bar Mock Trial
Led by Dr Kay, a committed group of Y12s are busy preparing for the Bar Mock Trial and assigning
their roles. The competition is a brilliant opportunity for all the students involved. We wish them lots
of luck in getting through the different rounds of the competition!

Alumni
Today is an exciting day as we welcome back a group of ex-students to talk to our Y12 and Y13.
They'll be sharing what they've learned since leaving Greyfriars, passing on their wisdom. We'll share
more details about this event in next week's newsletter.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/xRd1nJXo5ndZrNwT8


Library News | Miss Brett

Continued on the next page…
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Hello everybody! Can you believe it’s nearly October?

Again, we’ve been very busy in the library this week, with students coming to
read, relax, do some mindful colouring, or play games. We’ve had lots of new
students sign up to be Student Librarians too (yay!), so we are slowly training
them, so they can help us (and you).

If you’re interested, come and get your application form (it’s not as scary as it sounds!)😊. There are
plenty of things to do, from shelving, to making displays, to organising specific areas. You can also
write book reviews, run one of our clubs, or recommend something completely new that you think
we should be doing in the library.

This week, we have also started preparing for the October events: Black History Month, National
Poetry Day, and of course, Halloween. We will have displays, activities, and workshops from next
week, so be sure to pop in and have a look!

Also, if you want to display information about a specific person to celebrate them during Black
History Month, please come to the library and share it with Ms Brett.

As for poetry, feel invited to….
Poetry is great for the soul, so I am planning to open a Poetry
Pharmacy in the coming weeks, in which poems are used as
therapeutic “prescriptions” for moods, worries, or everyday
challenges. For that reason, I would like to encourage all
students and staff to submit poems that make them feel
good. The poems can be originals, or those by well known
authors. Whatever makes you feel better when you’re
stressed, heartbroken, overwhelmed, lonely, I’d love to add it
to our treasury.

I am also launching my “READING ROCKS” campaign soon. If you love
reading, come join us, and you’ll get an awesome badge to show it off!
That way, we can all be united in our love of reading and, hopefully, it will
spark many conversations with more reluctant readers and encourage
them to give it a go. We will make “READING ROCKS” into a positive
movement and convince everybody around us that reading IS what the cool
kids do! :)

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News Continued
Finally, here is the weekly Reading Championship update:

Have a READtastic 😊weekend!
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Ofsted SEND monitoring visit | Oxfordshire Parent Carers Forum
Ofsted are returning to Oxfordshire for a monitoring visit to assess progress following their 2023
inspection, which found widespread issues in local SEND services. Parent carers of children and young
people with SEND are invited to share their experiences – both positive and negative – to help
inspectors understand what’s working and where challenges remain.

Your feedback will go directly to Ofsted and will help shape future priorities and support. Please take
a few minutes to complete the survey: https://www.menti.com/alxnvajpnpo8

Careers | Mr Dunne

Discover Careers in Pharmacy - Thursday 16th October 2025, Lecture 
Theatre 1, Level 2 Academic Centre Trauma, John Radcliffe Hospital, 

OX3 9DU, 5:15-7:00. Booking not required.

For lots of useful information regarding careers, please click: 
Oxfordshire Careers Hub: Picks of the Week

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.menti.com/alxnvajpnpo8
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek230925?e=20e0a73c58
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
1 October | Feast of St Francis Mass

2 October | Open Evening 6pm – 8pm

3 October | INSET Day – No students in school

6 – 8 October | Open Mornings (Appointment only)

16 October | PFMAC Concert

24 October | Last day of Term

27 – 31 October | Half Term

3 November | Term 2 begins

6 November | Catholic Life Ambassadors Youlbury retreat

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Save the date!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Free Maths Circles in October 2025 

for Y7-10 students - Register Now.

A registered charity "We Solve 

Problems" is inviting pupils to join the 

in-person weekly Maths Circle at 

Keble College (University of Oxford).

Maths Circles are free training 

sessions for maths lovers that 

promote the art of problem-solving 

and structured thinking. Students in 

years 7-11 who love puzzle-solving 

will enjoy the sessions regardless of 

their proficiency in the school 

curriculum. Maths students and 

professional mathematicians from 

Oxford University run Maths Circles.

To secure an invitation to the Circles, 

all students are welcome to 

participate in the London Verbal 

Maths Challenge, a fun oral-style 

Olympiad free of charge. Students in 

years 7-10 are invited to join, 

provided they enjoy problem-solving 

and math-based reasoning.

To register for participation in Maths 

Circles, please fill in the following 

form: Register

To find out more information about 

Maths Circles, please visit:

Maths Circles

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/7YQMuu7DFVEYce9j7
https://wesolveproblems.org.uk/maths-circles/
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