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Dear Families

Our Monday assembly began with the story of the rich man who ignored the poor man at his door.
The parable is a sharp reminder of the importance of compassion, generosity, and the responsibility
we have to see those in need around us. It is not enough to pass by; discipleship means recognising
the dignity of every person and acting for the Common Good.

It is hard to believe that this newsletter covers only four days of school life, because so much has
happened in such a short space of time.

❖ Alumni Event: We welcomed back former students who generously gave their time to speak to
our current Sixth Form about their experiences since leaving the school. Their stories of
university, apprenticeships and early careers inspired our students and gave a real sense of
possibility for the future.

❖ Catholic Life Ambassador Commissioning: Our new Ambassadors were commissioned in a
beautiful service, supported and blessed by those who have gone before them. With over 150
ambassadors now in school, it is wonderful to see so many young people leading by example.

❖ Open Evening: On Thursday, we welcomed families into our school. It is always a joy to share the
beauty of our community and to showcase the Greyfriars Way. What moved me most was the
number of students who gave up their evening to act as guides, helpers and speakers. They
radiated happiness and pride in their school, and I could not be prouder of them.

It has been a busy, joyful, hope-filled week. Thank you, as always, for your support and for walking
this journey with us as a Greyfriars family.

With every blessing for a happy weekend

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

❖ Whole School Mass: The Feast of St Francis is one of the most
significant days in our school calendar, and our whole school Mass
is the only time we gather together indoors as one community. The
logistics of arranging so many chairs is no small feat, but it is worth
every effort. I was especially moved by the participation of so many
students; over 100 had roles, from reading, to serving, to music, to
ushering. Our Jubilee Pledge, where students commit themselves
to making the world a better place, was particularly powerful and
moving.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Luke 16: 19-31

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
This week’s Gospel teaches the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, teaches about the
importance of generosity, compassion, and living by God's word, emphasizing that worldly
wealth has no ultimate value in the afterlife and that ignoring the poor is a grave spiritual
failing. The story describes a rich man who lived in luxury but neglected the poor beggar
Lazarus, only to find their eternal destinies reversed after death. Abraham's refusal to send
Lazarus back to warn the rich man's brothers highlights that those who ignore Scripture will
not be swayed by a messenger from the dead, stressing the need to repent and heed God's
commands in life.

19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 
lived in luxury every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, 
covered with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s 
table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.  22 “The time came when 
the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich 
man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he 
looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.

24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’  25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember 
that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is 
comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been 
set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there 
to us.’  27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five brothers. Let 
him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’  29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have 
Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’  30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from 
the dead goes to them, they will repent.’  31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the 
Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”

Prayer: (Happy Feast of St. Francis!)
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred, let me sow love; where 

there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where 
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  O divine Master, grant that I may not 
so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as 

to love.  For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is 
in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Saint Francis of Assisi, Pray for us.
Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Catholic Life | Mr Greer
We had two lovely services this week. The first was
the Catholic Life Ambassador Commissioning.
Student leaders flooded into the Chapel to receive
their dove badges and to mark the beginning of their
leadership for this school year. Mr. Greer and Ms.
Caldwell gave remarks, reminding students of the
importance of their jobs, as fellow teachers of
Catholic Life. What was most special was the
blessings offered by older Catholic Life Ambassadors

Our second service was our whole school
mass, commemorating the Feast of St.
Francis, who is very important to us as a
Franciscan school. Students read, ushered,
and set up the mass, making it a
beautiful moment for the entire school.

-- they prayed for the new ambassadors, encouraging them in their new roles. We are excited to
have 150 ambassadors on the team this year!

Message for Year 10 and Year 11 | Mr Weedon
Well done to all our Year 10 and 11 students who supported families during our Open Evening - it
was amazing to see so many of you speak in such a positive light about the school. Fostering our
belonging for all students is key and it is really visible in Years 10 and 11.

November is a big month for Year 11; they will have their Mock Exams. These are vital for students
to know where they are in their subjects. I urge you to ask your child about the upcoming exams and
ensure they are fully focused for the task ahead. Over the next few weeks, our assemblies will focus
on the mocks giving students more information. Parents will be updated via email.

Weekly Achievement 
Points

It certainly would not have been possible without them! We wish you and your families a blessed 
Feast of St. Francis this weekend.

Form Weekly Points

11JM 930
11JS 887
11RHO 490

Form Weekly Points

10MJ 704
10SA 623
10JOD 448
10CT 446

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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History Models Club | Miss
Nash
The newly formed Greyfriars History Models
Club is off to a great start, with students
painting Airfix model soldiers while learning
about the historical periods they come from.
They’re now planning to build detailed
background and environment models to bring
their scenes to life.

If you have any Airfix or historical model kits—
complete, incomplete, or broken—we’d be
very grateful for any donations, as students are
also learning how to repair and restore them.

Thank you for your support!

Weekly Book Review by Lian 
Gebana
The Wolloughbys by Lois Lowery

This is a rather mirthful novel which has been
turned into a film for quite some time now.
It’s humorous albeit dark and action packed-
also it seems to stray away from certain
cliches that you might initially try to predict!

The book is filled with all sorts of bizarre
(admittedly violent) tricks and clever ideas
that the main children get up to against some
unfortunately vile parents.

Certainly an exciting read especially when
looking back on every implication first laid
out.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
It has been a joyful week for year 7 at Greyfriars,
culminating in some wonderful work from our student
volunteers at our open evening on Thursday. Particular
congratulations to Mia and Bella for speaking about their
experiences of their transition into year 7 in front of our
prospective parents.

Congratulations must also go to Nicolas who has had his
short story published, not only in English but in Polish. I am
looking forward to reading his next work, and maybe even
see some published work in our library!

There have been lots of successes throughout the year, with
7BN achieving 1109 achievement points in the last week,
with 7KR not far behind them on 999. Well done to Rugeisa
who led the way this week with 39 achievement points.

Message for Year 8 and
Year 9 | Mrs Reddy

Thank you to all caregivers who attended Meet the Form Tutor evening, it was great to see you.

Congratulations to all students with 100% attendance.  Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing 
support.  Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself Y8 and Y9!

What a brilliant Open Evening! A
huge shout-out to our fantastic
Year 8 and Year 9 volunteers who
lit up the event with their energy,
smiles, and genuine pride in being
part of the Greyfriars community.
You really showed visitors what
makes our school such a special
place. You did yourselves, your
families, our students and staff
proud!

The feedback was amazing, and it’s
all down to your enthusiasm and
hard work. If you couldn’t make it
this time, don’t worry, there will be
plenty more chances to get
involved.

Well done for representing our
SEND department with Dr Rogers!

St Frideswide Primary School 
Open Evening

Is your child starting school in September 26?
Come and find out how St Frideswide Primary put nurture 

based practice into action, next door to Florence Park!

Join us for a presentation and tour with our Head on
8th October at 15:30 or 18:30 and explore our school at one 

of our open sessions:  Monday 13th October 9.15-10.00 / 
Friday 17th October 9.15-10.00 / Monday 10th November 
1.00 pm-1.45 pm / Friday 14th November 1.00 pm -1.45 

pm.  Book your place here.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/xRd1nJXo5ndZrNwT8
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Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe
Alumni

desirable'. Teams on both sides presented excellent arguments but the team arguing that freedom of
speech is fundamental to our society won, thanks to an excellent closing speech from Nifemi.

Environmental Leadership
A small group of our sixth form students have created an Environmental and Sustainability Society.
These students have started working on projects around school to promote awareness and improve
our school environment. They have taken on the regeneration of our sixth form Peace Garden and
are busy designing the space and setting up fundraising. This is a really exciting project and
demonstrates the power of student leadership. We cannot wait to share before and after photos at
the end of the school year.

EPQ
We have around 20 students signed up for our EPQ qualification. Student projects range from essays
on causes of criminal behaviour, to influences of the family, to musical performances and art
projects. The EPQ is a powerful qualification for building independent research skills and gaining
additional UCAS points for university application. Any students who missed the first session and are
still interested, please see Ms McCabe or Mrs Brett.

Sixth Form welcomed our wonderful Alumni into school last Friday to speak
to our Y12 and Y13. We had ex-students training to be doctors, chemical
engineers, event managers, physicists and pharmacists, as well as a student
working in aerospace engineering. They shared their experiences with our
current students on everything from how to use their time in sixth form to
how to navigate their first year at University. Their messages were loud and
clear: work hard, be organised and try not to worry so much! Students then
had the opportunity to speak to our alumni individually at the end and gain
priceless insights into specific courses, applications and career pathways.

This is only the second Alumni event and we look forward to seeing this grow
each year, welcoming even more of our students back into school.

Debating
We held our first sixth form debate on Thursday based on the
proposition 'this house believes freedom of speech is neither possible nor

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett

Continued on the next page…
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Hello fellow book lovers! What a week we 

have had.

First of all, look at our wonderful new 

display about the power of reading, created 

entirely by our Year 7 Students, who are all 

Student Librarians (yay!), and avid readers. 

I have finally managed 
to immortalise our 
Lego King and his 

extraordinarily 
detailed crown. What 
a creation! I think we 
can all agree that the 
title is well deserved.

With great pleasure, I would like to
announce that this week we launched our
first after-school Book Club! When I say we
- I mean one of our amazing Sixth Formers,
who pitched me the idea, made the poster,
and prepared the first session all on her
own. That’s a leader in the making!

Come and check out our displays, including:
a book display for Black History Month, a
‘Recommend a Spooky Book’ board (for
which we need more recommendations!),
and a little corner for those who are
inspired by poetry.

To further celebrate National Poetry Day,
here’s another wonderful poem from a very
talented student in Year 11, Rebecca.

I would happily share more fantastic work by
our wonderful students, but let’s leave some
for the coming weeks. In the meantime, thank
you everyone for your contributions.

Additionally, we ran a well-attended Blackout Poetry
workshop all throughout Thursday to celebrate
National Poetry Day. We then read out our poems,
and, wow – they’re all lovely!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News Continued
Finally, here is the weekly Reading Championship update:

Well done, everyone!

Have a READtastic 😊weekend!
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Mr Masterson to Run Oxford Half Marathon for St Edmund’s
Charity
Mr Masterson will be lacing up his running shoes once again to take part in
the Oxford Half Marathon on Sunday, 12th October. He's running in support
of St Edmund's charity, which supports sick newborns, their parents, and
those who care for them to flourish in times of hardship.

St Edmund has raised awareness for important causes such as Samaritans
in the past and they continue their commitment to raising awareness and
much-needed funds for the incredible work for SSNAP who are located at
the John Radcliffe Hospital. Last year’s efforts were a great success, and we
hope the Greyfriars community can rally behind him again this year.

If you’d like to support Mr Masterson’s run and contribute to the charity,
donations can be made via his fundraising page:

justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2

Let’s all wish him the best of luck as he takes on the 13.1-mile challenge for a truly worthy cause!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Careers | Mr Dunne

Discover Careers in Pharmacy - Thursday 16th October 2025, Lecture 
Theatre 1, Level 2 Academic Centre Trauma, John Radcliffe Hospital, 

OX3 9DU, 5:15-7:00. Booking not required.

For lots of useful information regarding careers, please click: 
Oxfordshire Careers Hub: Picks of the Week

IntoUniversity Workshops – Inspiring Futures Across All Year Groups
Next week, all year groups will be taking part in a series of exciting and enriching sessions delivered
by IntoUniversity, a nationally recognised programme that supports young people from
disadvantaged communities to achieve their aspirations — whether that’s university, further
education, or a chosen career path.

What is IntoUniversity? IntoUniversity works with students from age 7 through to university
transition, offering long-term academic and pastoral support. Their mission is to raise aspirations and
provide young people with the tools, confidence, and guidance to succeed.

Key Features of the Programme Include:
❖ Ongoing academic support with homework, coursework, and study skills
❖ A mentoring scheme pairing students with university role models
❖ Subject-specific workshops through their FOCUS programme
❖ Training and activities designed to build motivation and broaden horizons

What Will Students Gain? Throughout next week’s workshops, students in Years 7 to 13 will explore
higher education pathways, career opportunities, and strategies for effective learning. By the end of
the sessions, they will have:

❖ Increased awareness of future options and how to pursue them
❖ Strengthened motivation and aspiration
❖ Improved study habits and decision-making skills
❖ Developed key transferable skills such as teamwork, leadership, and communication
❖ We’re proud to be working with IntoUniversity to help our students build brighter futures. These

sessions promise to be both inspiring and empowering — and we look forward to seeing the
impact they have across the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek300925?e=20e0a73c58


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
6 – 8 October | Open Mornings (Appointment only)

16 October | PFMAC Concert

24 October | Last day of Term

27 – 31 October | Half Term

3 November | Term 2 begins

6 November | Catholic Life Ambassadors Youlbury retreat

10 – 14 October | Anti-bullying Week

11 October | Remembrance Service

13 November | Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening 4pm – 7pm 

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Save the date!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Free Maths Circles in October 2025 

for Y7-10 students - Register Now.

A registered charity "We Solve 

Problems" is inviting pupils to join the 

in-person weekly Maths Circle at 

Keble College (University of Oxford).

Maths Circles are free training 

sessions for maths lovers that 

promote the art of problem-solving 

and structured thinking. Students in 

years 7-11 who love puzzle-solving 

will enjoy the sessions regardless of 

their proficiency in the school 

curriculum. Maths students and 

professional mathematicians from 

Oxford University run Maths Circles.

To secure an invitation to the Circles, 

all students are welcome to 

participate in the London Verbal 

Maths Challenge, a fun oral-style 

Olympiad free of charge. Students in 

years 7-10 are invited to join, 

provided they enjoy problem-solving 

and math-based reasoning.

To register for participation in Maths 

Circles, please fill in the following 

form: Register

To find out more information about 

Maths Circles, please visit:

Maths Circles

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/7YQMuu7DFVEYce9j7
https://wesolveproblems.org.uk/maths-circles/
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FREE webinars for parents, designed to 
explain the different types of qualifications 

available to young people after Year 11.

Each session will run for 45 minutes and is a 
great way for parents and carers to gain 

understanding and confidence in supporting 
their child’s next steps and ask questions 

ahead of our Open Events.

Wednesday 8th October, 6:00–6:45pm –
Book Here

Monday 13th October, 6:00–6:45pm –
Book here

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/activate-learning-parent-webinars-tickets-1733299939779?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/activate-learning-parent-webinars-tickets-1733331664669?aff=oddtdtcreator
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