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Dear Families

Our Gospel reflection this week has the key image of the mustard seed; a tiny seed with
extraordinary potential. Jesus tells us that even the smallest amount of faith can move mountains. It
reminds us that big change often begins in small, faithful acts: a kind word, a helping hand, the
courage to keep trying.

This week, we have all been mustard seeds: growing, encouraging others, and helping our
community to flourish.

It has been an absolute joy to welcome so many prospective students and their families into our
school. Our student ambassadors have been outstanding, warm, articulate and full of genuine pride
in the Greyfriars community. Hearing them speak about their experiences, their teachers and their
learning fills me with joy and hope. They are the best possible advertisement for what makes our
school special.

As we move further into the term, there is a real sense of joy and purpose across the school.
Lessons are calm and focused, enrichment is thriving, and our community continues to grow
stronger together. Just as the mustard seed grows into a tree where others can find shelter, our aim
is that Greyfriars remains a place where every student can flourish individually and collectively.

Thank you, as ever, for your ongoing support. You are part of this story too; part of the Greyfriars
family that continues to nurture faith, knowledge, care and ambition in all we do.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

We have also been delighted to begin our new partnership with Jacari, an
Oxford-based charity that supports young people through reading and
mentoring. Jacari will be supporting our new reading programme with
student mentors in 6th form, a wonderful opportunity for our young
people to develop confidence, curiosity and a love of books. Reading
changes everything, and we are proud to be part of such a meaningful
collaboration. This will be a really wonderful addition to our already thriving
library.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Luke 17: 5-10

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
This week’s Gospel teaches the parable about a servant who, after a long day in the field, is
expected to serve his master before eating. The master does not thank the servant for doing
his duty; it is simply what the servant is expected to do. This parable illustrates that when
disciples obey God, they are not doing Him a favour but fulfilling their duty. They should not
expect special recognition or reward for their obedience but consider themselves "unprofitable
servants," or unprofitable servants, who have done only what is required of them.

The passage teaches that faith is not a quantity to be increased but a relationship of trust and
active commitment to God's will. Our obedience is not a source of merit but our expected
service to God, who is our master.

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 He replied, “If you 
have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.  7 “Suppose one of you 
has a servant ploughing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the servant 
when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8 

Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me 
while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 9 Will he thank the 
servant because he did what he was told to do? 10 So you also, when you 
have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy 
servants; we have only done our duty.’”

Prayer - inspired by St. Francis's Care for Creation

Living God, have mercy on us, for the times we forget that we belong 
to each other. You call us to be still, to hear the whisper of our Sister 
Wind, to feel the radiance of our Brother Sun, and to be nourished 
by our Mother Earth. Renew us in your healing love. Inspire us to 

water the earth, and nurture one another, so all may flourish. 
Together, as one family, may we always sing your praise. Through 

Christ our Lord, Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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This week’s Fixtures | Mr Dunne
It’s been a packed and exciting week for our U13 football squad, with back-to-back fixtures in both the
National Cup and County Cup. The boys have shown incredible resilience, teamwork, and
sportsmanship across both matches - true ambassadors of the Greyfriars Way. Their commitment on
and off the pitch has been nothing short of inspiring.

National Cup Thriller: Greyfriars U13s Triumph Over Wheatley Park
Our U13 boys delivered a footballing masterclass in the National Cup, overcoming Wheatley Park in a
pulsating 6-4 victory. The match was packed with energy, skill, and unity - hallmarks of the Greyfriars
Way.

What stood out most was the unity on display. Every player contributed, showing great
communication, resilience, and sportsmanship. The boys supported each other throughout,
demonstrating the values we cherish at Greyfriars: respect, effort, and togetherness. A thrilling win
and a proud moment for the team - well done!

Niall was in electric form, scoring four goals with a mix of finesse
and flair. His sublime free kick was a moment of pure brilliance, and
his cheeky scoop over the keeper had the crowd on their feet.
Azzouz added to the tally with a confident strike, and Guardion
sealed the win with the final goal - an emphatic finish that capped
off a superb team performance.

County Cup Victory: Greyfriars U13s Overcome Gosford Hill
In their second match of the week, the U13 boys continued
their winning streak with a composed 3–1 victory over
Gosford Hill in the County Cup. It was another performance
full of character, discipline, and togetherness.

Niall once again led the charge with two clinical goals, while
Kerfala added a third with a powerful finish that capped off
a well-worked team move. The defence held strong, the

midfield controlled the tempo, and the whole squad showed maturity beyond their years. What
impressed most was the spirit on display. From the first whistle to the last, the boys supported each
other, respected their opponents, and played with integrity. It was a textbook example of the
Greyfriars Way - where effort, respect, and unity come first.

Two matches, two wins, and a team growing stronger with every game. Well done to all involved!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett

Continued on the next page…
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Hello Everybody!  This week’s updates will be all 
about our clubs and initiatives :)

BOOK CLUB – Tuesday after school. Here’s our

first read. We read the first chapter together this
week and I am already very excited!

We are about to launch our first

CREATIVE WRITING CLUB
If you have a story brewing inside
you that just can’t wait to come
out, pop up to the library and sign
up 😊. We are expecting some
guest visits from a local author
too.

Another new addition
is our already very
popular

BOOKMARK
PAINTING CLUB

(although I feel like maybe we should call it
something a bit more catchy). Also, don’t
worry, there is nothing messy about it as we
are using acrylic paint pens.The crochet and clay club are still as popular as

ever, so come along to check them out.

Finally, join our Reading Revival movement called: READING ROCKS. Come

up to the library and help yourself to one of our READING ROCKS badges. But
remember, if you see a fellow READING ROCKS badge wearer, chat to them! Ask
them what they’re reading? Are they enjoying it? It’s a great way to meet like-
minded people and make new friends with similar interests.

Lastly, don’t forget that you can still submit your story to the BBC’s 500 words competition (if you’re
in Y7 and not 12 yet). It’s a BIG DEAL- listen to this:

“Each winner will take home a bundle of books and the gold winners will also win 500 books for
their school library.

50 finalists will be invited to a star-studded grand final at Windsor Castle in February 2026, which
will once again be hosted by Her Majesty The Queen. If that's not enough, each winner will also
see their story be read aloud by a superstar celebrity on TV, which will be shown as part of a
special 500 Words programme with The One Show in early March.”

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News Continued
We’ll conclude with the latest Reading Championship update, and it looks like everybody has kept
their place this week.
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Mr Masterson to Run Oxford Half Marathon for St Edmund’s
Charity
Mr Masterson will be lacing up his running shoes once again to take part in
the Oxford Half Marathon on Sunday, 12th October. He's running in
support of St Edmund's charity, which supports sick newborns, their
parents, and those who care for them to flourish in times of hardship.

St Edmund has raised awareness for important causes such as Samaritans
in the past and they continue their commitment to raising awareness and
much-needed funds for the incredible work for SSNAP who are located at
the John Radcliffe Hospital. Last year’s efforts were a great success, and we
hope the Greyfriars community can rally behind him again this year.

If you’d like to support Mr Masterson’s run and contribute to the charity,
donations can be made via his fundraising page:

justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2

Let’s all wish him the best of luck as he takes on the 13.1-mile challenge for a truly worthy cause!

Now, get ready for a Bard joke.. (see what I did 

there? 😊)

Why did Shakespeare always write with a 
pen? 

Because pencils made him ask, “2B or not 
2B?”

Wishing you a weekend as captivating as a good 

book.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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Weekly Book Review by Lian G
The Double Life of Danny Day by Mike Thayer

It’s a curiously engaging story! With the
premise being quite entertaining in itself you
can imagine that it isn’t hard to really get into
this book. Something as amazing as a
guaranteed second try may not seem all it’s
cracked up to be when things start to get
tense.

However, despite all this it’s all around
enjoyable and you find yourself wondering
along with Danny which route he should take
even with his ‘practice runs’.

I think it’s a fun, simple read that’s sure to get
you pretty hooked!

St Frideswide Primary School 
Open Evening

Is your child starting school in September 26?
Come and find out how St Frideswide Primary 

put nurture based practice into action, next 
door to Florence Park!

Join us at one of our open sessions:  Monday 
13th October 9.15-10.00 / Friday 17th October 
9.15-10.00 / Monday 10th November 1.00 pm-
1.45 pm / Friday 14th November 1.00 pm -1.45 

pm.  Book your place here.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/xRd1nJXo5ndZrNwT8
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Leadership Enrichment 
Donations
The Leadership Enrichment group is currently
collecting items to support needy families and
children in our community. We kindly ask you to
contribute any pre-loved items or unwanted gifts
that we can donate to the church to distribute to
those less fortunate. Please drop off your
donations at Reception for the attention of Mrs
Reddy.

Thank you for your generosity and support in 
making a difference!

Message for Year 8 and
Year 9 | Mrs Reddy

Thank you to all caregivers who attended Meet the Form Tutor evening, it was great to see you.

Congratulations to all students with 100% attendance.  Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing 
support.  Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself Y8 and Y9!

It’s been fantastic to see so many of you
getting involved in extracurricular activities
this week. Year 8 had two football matches
and Year 9 have had one. It’s brilliant to see
you representing the school with pride,
teamwork, and enthusiasm.

Beyond the pitch, I’ve also been really
pleased with how many of you are showing
great focus and effort in lessons. Balancing
your studies with clubs, sports, and other
opportunities is a valuable skill, and many of
you are doing it brilliantly.

Keep up the great work, whether it’s in the
classroom, on the field, or in any other area
you’re passionate about. Your commitment
and energy make a real difference.

Students Leading the Way
Y8 Y9
Haider             Sahas
Karina John
Anne-Marie Alexandra E
Alda            Delight
Yves Ammarah
Maria   Kosmos
Kyara Eleesha
Wissam Sylvia
Keilah   Blossom
Elissa Sabrina

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Y10 Hospitality & Catering
| Mrs Awanyo
Caitlin has shown outstanding progress
in catering this week; making bread and
tomato soup, developing both her
practical skills and understanding of key
concepts.

Her dedication and willingness to learn
have truly paid off.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe
University Seminars
We are absolutely delighted that 3 groups of students in Y12 and Y13 are getting to experience
university style seminars with our visiting Research Fellow, Edward Hadas. This week, students have
been discussing the carbon footprint of the aviation industry and what political, economical and
theoretical challenges this may create.

Sixth Form Environmental and Sustainability Society (ESS)
The ESS group has been busy seeking funding for our Sixth Form garden project. They have had
promising responses from both B&Q and Wickes and have been invited to meet with a Community
Project Manager in the next couple of weeks to explain their project and secure some funding.
Brilliant work from all involved, with a special mention for the leadership & initiative of Sadika.

Jacari Training
Students had their first training to become Jacari Reading mentors
this week. 8 wonderful students across Y12 and Y13 will soon be
working with some of our younger EAL students in Y7 and Y8.
Students will complete 2 more training sessions before starting work
with their buddies after half-term.

Independent Study & PPEs
PPEs are fast approaching for Y12 and Y13. Y13 have had 2 assemblies
this week on the importance of Independent Study for A Level success
and an assembly with Dr Rogers on revision and the amazing brain.
Independent study and testing guarantee academic success which is
why we have worked hard to build a working environment in Sixth Form
that is perfectly tailored to focused study. It is good to see students
developing these powerful learning habits and routines.

Y12 Work Experience
After the official launch of Work Experience for Y10 and Y12 last
week, Y12 had a form time session on how to contact prospective
employers. The most competitive work experience placements are
often taken very quickly. So, any student who is interested in a
placement in dentistry, pharmacy, healthcare or law should send
emails to possible workplaces as soon as possible.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Careers | Mr Dunne

Discover Careers in Pharmacy - Thursday 16th October 2025, Lecture Theatre 1, Level 2 Academic 
Centre Trauma, John Radcliffe Hospital, OX3 9DU, 5:15-7:00. Booking not required.

For lots of useful information regarding careers, please click: 
Oxfordshire Careers Hub: Picks of the Week

This is a fantastic opportunity for Parents and guardians to learn how to
help their child gain a foothold in the world of work with the many major
brand from various sectors who will be joining us for the event.

This event will touch upon applying for corporate roles and the application 
process, commercial awareness and how young people can develop these skills as well as highlighting 
degree apprenticeships, what they are and key deadlines to make applications.

There will also be breakout room sessions with sector-specific panels and workshops that you and
your child can participate in throughout the evening. Please note that to join the breakout rooms,
you will need the Zoom app on your laptops or phones.

Date: Thursday, 16th October 2025
Time: 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Location: Zoom

Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
This week in Year 7 we have been thinking about Careers and how our individual subjects can teach
us valuable skills that can help us beyond our time in school. Alongside this we had a fantastic visit
from Into University, who sung the praises of the students who attended for their engagement, as
well as how friendly and polite they all were.

It has also been a successful week in class, with Year 7 students receiving 2083
achievement points over the last week. Top achievers were Jude with 46, Elia with 39 and Amelia
Grace with 38.

The whole session will be led by the direct hiring managers at
global firms, so you’ll learn from the very best on how to
support your child as they transition from education to the
professional world with leading brands. Sign up here

Two more weeks to go 
until a well deserved 
break for everyone!

7GKE with 672
7ALW with 516
7BN with 472
7KR with 423.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://mailchi.mp/oxfordshirelep/picksoftheweek071025?e=20e0a73c58
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Childs_Future_25
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Astroturf

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child
needs Astroturf trainers or turf
football boots – see the picture
adjacent for examples of the
shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear
will not be permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little
as £4.99 via Sports Direct (Sondico
ones).

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

Message for Year 10 and Year 11 | Mr Weedon
Weekly Achievement PointsIt has been a great week for Y10 and Y11. New topics have

begun in English lessons; Mr Derrick and the team are very
excited about Macbeth! I have visited Y10 Maths and seen
some amazing equation work. Mr Hosking’s lesson was
outstanding with his use of a new interactive board that he
is testing out. Y11s are working extremely hard in science
with Mr Turner providing some of the best explanations I ‘ve
ever heard – the students were really engaged.

I was also lucky enough to watch two of our Y10s play for
Oxford United FC. Both students represented themselves
extremely well. Myself and three members of staff really
enjoyed the game and it was great to see so many of our
students supporting. I wish them the best for this year
and look forward to watching more exciting games.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
16 October | PFMAC Concert

24 October | Last day of Term

27 – 31 October | Half Term

3 November | Term 2 begins

6 - 8 November | Catholic Life Ambassadors Youlbury retreat

10 – 14 November | Anti-bullying Week

10 November | Year 11 PPEs begin

11 November | Remembrance Service

13 November | Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening 4pm – 7pm 

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Save the date!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Free Maths Circles in October 2025 

for Y7-10 students - Register Now.

A registered charity "We Solve 

Problems" is inviting pupils to join the 

in-person weekly Maths Circle at 

Keble College (University of Oxford).

Maths Circles are free training 

sessions for maths lovers that 

promote the art of problem-solving 

and structured thinking. Students in 

years 7-11 who love puzzle-solving 

will enjoy the sessions regardless of 

their proficiency in the school 

curriculum. Maths students and 

professional mathematicians from 

Oxford University run Maths Circles.

To secure an invitation to the Circles, 

all students are welcome to 

participate in the London Verbal 

Maths Challenge, a fun oral-style 

Olympiad free of charge. Students in 

years 7-10 are invited to join, 

provided they enjoy problem-solving 

and math-based reasoning.

To register for participation in Maths 

Circles, please fill in the following 

form: Register

To find out more information about 

Maths Circles, please visit:

Maths Circles

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/7YQMuu7DFVEYce9j7
https://wesolveproblems.org.uk/maths-circles/
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FREE webinars for parents, designed to 
explain the different types of qualifications 

available to young people after Year 11.

Each session will run for 45 minutes and is a 
great way for parents and carers to gain 

understanding and confidence in supporting 
their child’s next steps and ask questions 

ahead of our Open Events.

Wednesday 8th October, 6:00–6:45pm –
Book Here

Monday 13th October, 6:00–6:45pm –
Book here

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/activate-learning-parent-webinars-tickets-1733299939779?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/activate-learning-parent-webinars-tickets-1733331664669?aff=oddtdtcreator
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