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Dear Families

This week’s Gospel from Luke tells the story of the ten lepers who were healed by Jesus, but only
one turned back to say thank you. It’s a powerful reminder that gratitude is not just good manners;
it’s a way of seeing and requires action. When we pause to give thanks, we recognise that
everything we have is a gift and that we are all connected through generosity, kindness and grace.

In our assemblies we reflected on this theme, asking: What does it mean to turn back and give
thanks? Perhaps it’s as simple as noticing the good around us, or saying thank you to someone who
has helped us. Gratitude opens our hearts to joy and that joy was truly alive in school this week.

We were delighted to welcome Alex O’Connor, a philosophy (podcast) superstar, who joined us for
a fascinating talk about ideas, meaning, and the big questions that shape how we live. Our students
were deeply engaged, curious, thoughtful and brave in their thinking. Mark’s visit reminded us that
philosophy and faith are both journeys of wonder.

I also noticed something small this week that I want to share. We talk to students about ‘leaving the
space better than you found it’. I was struck at the end of lunch that students really do live this out.
As all the students left, the lunch hall was spotless: no-one needed to say tidy up, they just did it.
That is a beautiful way to give thanks to those around us!

It has been another week of hope and happiness at Greyfriars. As we approach the last week of the
term, I am filled with gratitude for our students, who inspire us daily; for our staff, who serve with
such dedication; and for our families, who support all we do. Thank you! Let us be like the one who
turned back: noticing, giving thanks, and finding joy in the ordinary moments of grace. I hope you
find some of this this weekend.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

On Thursday evening, our students took part in the PFMAC
Concert at the Oxford Town Hall. It was a beautiful
celebration of music, faith and community. Watching our
students perform, and seeing how they looked after one
another with such care and joy, was deeply moving.
Members of the public even commented on their warmth
and manners, from the cheerful ‘good mornings’ as they
walked through the city, to the kindness they showed on the
bus. They were a shining example of the Greyfriars Way in
action and being the ones who turn back to give thanks.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Luke 17: 11-19 | Jesus Heals Ten Men with Leprosy

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Luke 17:11–19 recounts Jesus cleansing ten lepers, where one, a Samaritan, returns to praise
God and is told his faith made him well. Compassion and Power: The story demonstrates
Jesus's extraordinary power to heal and restore people from the most severe and outcast
conditions. The Importance of Gratitude: The central theme is the vital necessity of
thankfulness. The healing of the physical body was a significant miracle, but the spiritual
healing for the grateful leper was equally important. Faith and Obedience: The lepers,
including the nine, all showed faith and obedience by acting on Jesus's command to go to the
priests. However, the one who returned with gratitude displayed a deeper, more active faith.
An Outsider's Faith: The fact that the one who returned was a Samaritan, an outsider,
highlights that God's grace and the opportunity for healing are not limited to those within a
particular community or group. A Reminder to Give Glory to God: Jesus's question, "Where are
the other nine?" serves as a powerful reminder that all people are called to return to God with
praise and thanksgiving for His blessings.

11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus travelled along the border 
between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten 
men who had leprosy[a] met him. They stood at a distance 13 and 
called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”  14

When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” 
And as they went, they were cleansed.  15 One of them, when he 
saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice.

16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.  17 Jesus asked, “Were not all 
ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”

Prayer (for prisoners and their families)
Lord, you offer freedom to all people.  We pray for those who are in prison.
Break the bonds of fear and isolation that exist.  Support with your love:

prisoners, their families and friends, prison staff and all who care.
Heal those who have been wounded by the activities of others, especially the 

victims of crime.  Help us to forgive one another, to act justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly together with Christ in His strength and in His Spirit, now and 

every day. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/


Catholic Life | Mr Greer
Our Ambassadors have worked hard this preparing for next term. They've filled form tutors' prayer
boxes with candles, crucifixes, and prayer books so that prayer can be increasingly reverent next
term. We have ambitious aims to increase participation and meaning from our school's prayer time
over the year. We love having student leadership in this area! We also trained our Year 7
Ambassadors this week on prayer, and how they can already be leaders for their form.

We also had our CitizensUK leadership team meet over Zoom this week to discuss our upcoming
Listening Campaign. Students designed a plan to meet with all students in the school as well as
communicate with parents and teachers about their hopes for a more thriving Oxford. There is much
work to be done, and I'm proud of these students for giving up their free time to care about justice in
our city.
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with Edmund House proudly behind him. The challenge isn’t over yet! This Sunday, he will take on the
Great South Run, continuing his mission to raise funds and awareness for this extraordinary cause.

You can support Mr Masterson’s fundraising by donating via his JustGiving page:

www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2

Thank you to everyone who has supported him so far — and thank you in advance to those who will 
join us in backing his efforts. Together we are helping give families the best possible support when 

they need it most.

Preferential Option for the Poor
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who has donated to
SSNAP (Support for the Sick Newborn and their Parents).
Your generosity is making a real difference in funding
their vital, life-saving work for newborns and their
families.

On Sunday, Mr Masterson joined over 300 runners to
complete the Oxford Half Marathon in support of SSNAP,

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
http://www.justgiving.com/page/sean-masterson-2
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A Joyful Celebration at the PFMAC Concert | Mr Dingley
On Thursday evening, 315 students from across our Catholic trust came together at Oxford Town Hall
for the annual PFMAC Concert — a wonderful celebration of music, community and joy. Greyfriars
was brilliantly represented by 47 of our own students, who sang with confidence, enthusiasm and
heart alongside a live band from the Oxfordshire Music Service.

The evening’s theme celebrated music from the 1990s, with lively performances of songs by the Spice
Girls, S Club 7, Oasis and more. The sound of hundreds of young voices filling the historic hall created
a truly uplifting atmosphere, and the spirit of the occasion captured exactly what our Catholic schools
stand for — unity, joy, and shared purpose.

It wasn’t just the singing that made us proud. Throughout the day, our students showed kindness,
respect and genuine care for others. A couple on the public bus to town stopped me to say how
impressed they were by our young people — how our older students were looking after the younger
ones, and how polite and considerate they were to everyone they met. They were, in the couple’s
words, a real credit to the school.

Inside the hall, those same qualities shone through again. Many of our students, without any
prompting from staff, offered to help teachers with setting up equipment and supporting younger
pupils. They wanted to help; they saw what needed to be done and quietly got on with it. It was joyful
and inspiring to witness.

The whole evening was a testament to the
power of music to bring people together
— students, staff, families and the wider
community — in shared celebration. We
are so proud of all who took part and so
grateful for the hard work of the
Oxfordshire Music Service and everyone
who made the concert such a success.

A special thank you to Mrs Challenger and
Miss Parish for their support of the trip.
Greyfriars students truly lived out our
values: they sang with joy, acted with care
and kindness, and represented our
community with pride.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett

Continued on the next page…
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And, we’re back again!

First of all, have a look at our Spooky Book recommendations

board – it is filling up. These are just a few – come to the library

and browse our substantial Horror/Supernatural Section, or

better yet – recommend some spooky reads yourself!

We have finally had our 

book deliveries with some 

lovely additions to our 

Black History Month 

display, as well as many 

books that were 

recommended by our 

students.

My Student Librarians and I 

are working very hard to 

get them all catalogued 

and ready to be read 😊. 

Our CREATIVE 
WRITING CLUB is 

live!
We had a successful first 

session, run by a very 
capable Y11 student. 
There are still spaces 

though, so if you have a 
story to tell, and want to 
make some like-minded 
friends – join us every 
Monday at lunchtime.

As this is an important new initiative that I want to run for years to come, I will keep it here for some

time: Join our Reading Revival movement called: READING ROCKS. Come up to the library and

help yourself to one of our READING ROCKS badges. But remember, if you see a fellow READING
ROCKS badge wearer, chat to them! Ask them what they’re reading? Are they enjoying it? It’s a great
way to make new friends with similar interests. Also, if you then come to Ms Brett to talk about your
reading chats, there might be some Achievement points in it for you too.

I have already mentioned that this 
year one of my goals is to open a 
Poetry Pharmacy. You can submit 

your poems now!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News Continued
Now, for the latest Reading Championship update:
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Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
This week, Year 7 have been considering the importance of Black History Month following a
wonderful assembly from some of our 6th form leaders. We also spoke about our focus of ensuring
that the actions we take and the choices we make having a positive influence on those around us
each day.

Our ever changing achievement point league looked this week, with 7KR getting a massive 649
achievement points!

Our student achievement point leaders this week were Roseanne and Jeffrey, each with 41, followed
by Mya on 35 and Miraz and Chloe on 33 each!

A massive well done to all the year 7s, one more week to go before a well deserved break!

I suppose some of you might have cringed at my 

bad joke last week. But fear not, this one might 

be even worse! :D  

I have absolutely no shelf control 

when it comes to books!

I promise I will do more meaningful quotes 
again at some later date. But for now... I hope 

that at least one or two of you had a little giggle.

Have a great weekend!

Form Group Achievement 
Points

7KR 649

7GKE 537

7ALW 467

7BN 371

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe

Early Applicant deadline UCAS
This week was all about submitting our early entries to UCAS for those students applying to Oxford,
Cambridge as well as Dentistry and Medicine degrees. It is one of the best parts of leading Sixth
Form! To sit with students and go through their summary of their educational and personal journey
to date is a reminder of how exceptional and ambitious our young people are. We will start
submitting our next round of applications after the PPE exams in November.

PPEs and English & Maths GCSE retakes
Our retake exams and PPEs are fast approaching. Timetables have been issued to students and
revision is well underway. Please look out for the letter being sent home on Monday with more
details about both GCSE retakes and PPEs.

Sixth Form Debating
Last week we debated whether we should be polite to AI. It raised so many interesting arguments
about what is morally right and wrong and what is helpful for the development of AI. Nifemi's team
won, arguing that we should not be polite to AI with another powerful opening and closing
statement. However, afterwards, we all agreed we actually should and that it was the right thing to
do!

Black History Month Assemblies
Precious and Nifemi have spent the week leading assemblies for the
whole school to celebrate and mark Black History Month. They were
joined in the Sixth Form assembly today by Gabs and delivered a powerful
message about how we treat one another and the influence students
have as Sixth Formers. They are all a shining example of student
leadership and participation.

Y11 Open Morning
We welcomed our Y11 into our Sixth Form on Tuesday morning. Y12
and Y13 students were subject champions answering any questions that
Y11 might have about studying each subject at A Level. The Sixth Form
students were brilliant, the atmosphere was buzzy, & the Y11 feedback
was very positive. The next event for Y11 is our Sixth Form Open
Evening. Students and their families are warmly invited into school to
discuss subject options and next steps with teachers on Thursday 4th
December at 6:00pm. We look forward to seeing you there!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Weekly Book Review by Lian G
The Cheerleaders by Kara Thomas
After five cheerleaders are killed, a sister of

the last one decides she has to find out the

truth to these strange deaths. It’s rather slow

paced but despite that it’s still biting and the

characterisations of some are fantastically

written! And with that perhaps you’ll learn

more than you ever really expect.

I personally found the book to be cleverly

written and quick-witted despite the pacing.

This book is eerie and unsettling in tone

making whoever reads it anxious. Anxious to

know more or anxious of what’s happened I’ll

let you decide!

St Frideswide Primary School 
Open Evening

Is your child starting school in September 26?
Come and find out how St Frideswide Primary 

put nurture based practice into action, next 
door to Florence Park!

Join us at one of our open sessions:
Monday 10th November 1.00 pm-1.45 pm  
Friday 14th November 1.00 pm -1.45 pm.  

Book your place here.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/xRd1nJXo5ndZrNwT8
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Leadership Enrichment 
Donations
The Leadership Enrichment group is currently
collecting items to support needy families and
children in our community. We kindly ask you to
contribute any pre-loved items or unwanted gifts
that we can donate to the church to distribute to
those less fortunate. Please drop off your
donations at Reception for the attention of Mrs
Reddy.

Thank you for your generosity and support in 
making a difference!

Message for Year 8 and
Year 9 | Mrs Reddy

Congratulations to all students with 100% attendance. 

Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing support.  Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself 
Y8 and Y9!

Students Leading the Way
Y8 Y9

Haider Sahas

Akosua` John

Anne-Marie Alexandra E

Alda Delight

Yves Ammarah

Maria Kosmos

Kyara Alfie

Wissam Lushun

Keilah Lilianah-Sophia

Hafsa Sabrina

Well done to Dominic for getting a Golden
ticket this week!

Well done to Sophie for assisting a student in
distress, your empathy and kindness was
noticed.

Well done to Emilly R for excellent Greyfriars
uniform standards.

A huge shout out goes to Julia, Shekinah and
Gemma for all their help and dedication for
the Leadership enrichment bake sales.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
20 October | St Hilda’s College 6th Form Trip

24 October | Last day of Term

27 – 31 October | Half Term

3 November | Term 2 begins

6 - 8 November | Catholic Life Ambassadors Youlbury retreat

10 – 14 November | Anti-bullying Week

11 November | Year 11 PPEs begin

11 November | Remembrance Service

13 November | Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening 4pm – 7pm 

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Save the date!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Free Maths Circles in October 2025 

for Y7-10 students - Register Now.

A registered charity "We Solve 

Problems" is inviting pupils to join the 

in-person weekly Maths Circle at 

Keble College (University of Oxford).

Maths Circles are free training 

sessions for maths lovers that 

promote the art of problem-solving 

and structured thinking. Students in 

years 7-11 who love puzzle-solving 

will enjoy the sessions regardless of 

their proficiency in the school 

curriculum. Maths students and 

professional mathematicians from 

Oxford University run Maths Circles.

To secure an invitation to the Circles, 

all students are welcome to 

participate in the London Verbal 

Maths Challenge, a fun oral-style 

Olympiad free of charge. Students in 

years 7-10 are invited to join, 

provided they enjoy problem-solving 

and math-based reasoning.

To register for participation in Maths 

Circles, please fill in the following 

form: Register

To find out more information about 

Maths Circles, please visit:

Maths Circles

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/7YQMuu7DFVEYce9j7
https://wesolveproblems.org.uk/maths-circles/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

Affordable Swimming Lessons –
Join for £1!

Leys, Barton, and Ferry Leisure 
Centres are offering a fantastic 
opportunity for children to start 

swimming lessons. 
Join for just £1 and pay nothing until 
1st November, saving around £40! 

This is perfect for families looking to 
build water confidence or for 

children who haven’t yet achieved 
the national swimming standard.

Find out more and book now at:
http://www.oxfordcityleisure.com

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
http://www.oxfordcityleisure.com/
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