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Dear Families

This week our Gospel reflection was the Parable of the Persistent Widow. In it, Jesus speaks about
the importance of persistence in faith and prayer: about never giving up, even when life feels unfair
or the world seems slow to change. The widow represents everyone who is overlooked or unheard,
yet who keeps going with determination and hope.

Our students have lived these values beautifully this week. We have had wonderful assemblies led
by our Student House Leaders, who have shown courage, confidence and kindness in equal
measure. Public speaking is one of the greatest fears for many adults, so to stand up and lead nearly
200 students takes real bravery and persistence. They are the voice of our school and we are excited
about the leadership opportunities that lie ahead for them.

Beyond assemblies, it has been a week of inspiration and joy. Our psychology students visited St
Hilda’s College, Oxford, where they explored the science of anxiety and the brain: a brilliant example
of learning beyond the classroom and of curiosity in action.

I am also delighted that we are now one step closer to forming our Greyfriars Rowing Team in
collaboration with Falcon Rowing. The enthusiasm and joy from staff and students taking part has
been infectious, and I hope many more students will join as we build towards our first regatta
(fingers crossed!).

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

On a personal note, I have found great happiness this term in the
classroom. I continue to love teaching; my classes are wonderful.
There really is no better place to be than a school. Our students
work so hard, ask brilliant questions, and make me laugh every
day. It is a privilege to share their journey. What a joy! We have a
beautiful school, even in the rain, and I thought I would share a
striking rainbow from an otherwise rainy day this week. A visual
reminder of love and hope even on a dark day.

As we come to the end of this half term, I hope you are able to rest, spend time together as a family,
and take a moment to appreciate how far we have come since September. When we return, we will
begin the excitement of our Christmas Term, and with it, one of the highlights of the Greyfriars year:
our Christmas Fair!

Thank you, as always, for your support, your kindness, and your partnership. I wish you all a joyful
and restorative break.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Luke 18: 1-8 | The Parable of the Persistent Widow

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
This parable encourages believers to pray persistently and not lose heart. It contrasts an unjust
judge who eventually grants justice only to be rid of a persistent widow with the idea that a loving
and just God will answer the persistent prayers of his faithful followers. The core message is that
perseverance in prayer is a sign of faith, and one should continue to pray even when things seem
discouraging or when justice is delayed.

Jesus uses the parable to teach his followers the necessity of continuous prayer, regardless of
circumstances. The lesson is not that God is reluctant, but if a corrupt judge can be swayed by
persistence, a perfectly just God will certainly respond to the persistent prayers of his children.
Continually turning to God in prayer, even when it's difficult, is a demonstration of faith and trust in
His goodness and timing. The parable encourages believers to maintain their faith and prayer life
while they wait for Jesus to return, especially in times of hardship and discouragement.

1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they 
should always pray and not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town 
there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people 
thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to 
him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’4 “For 
some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I 
don’t fear God or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow

keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’”  
6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his 
chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that 
they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

Prayer in honour of the Feast of St. Frideswide

God of peace and strength, whose abbess Frideswide built a community of love 
and learning with the gifts of the Spirit and in the strong peace that comes 
from you: renew us with healing waters of salvation, increase in us courage 

and resolve and inspire us, like Frideswide, to teach your truth and bring hope 
to your world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/


Catholic Life | Mr Greer
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A few weeks ago, former student Alex O'Connor visited our Sixth Formers (and a
few GCSE students) to talk about philosophy and religion. Alex is a writer and
speaker who has garnered a large following online due to his candid abilities to
question, interview, and discuss complex ethical questions with people of
varying religious and non-religious viewpoints. Our students were very engaged
in the talk, and stayed behind for hours after the talk's conclusion just to
continue asking him questions.

Behind the scenes of it all, Catholic Life Ambassadors continue to work hard, preparing for the launch
of our new prayer boxes when we return in November. Emriela, Daniel, Constantine, and Isabelle
were especially helpful in the manual labour required to make these boxes. We also eagerly
anticipate the Youlbury trip approaching us in early November. Students will have a phenomenal
experience, building leadership skills and growing as a team. There is much ahead! Have a blessed
and restful half term in the meantime.

Staff Take to the Water at Falcon Rowing Club | Miss Kenneford
On Tuesday, twelve members of staff swapped their desks for oars and
headed to Falcon Rowing Club to try their hand at rowing. After hearing
so many students speak so highly of their own experiences, we decided
it was our turn to give it a go! It turns out that some of us really did take
to it like ducks to water—though one or two of us, namely Mr Weedon,
found dry land a little more appealing and took on the very important
role of chief cheerleader instead.

This morning, we hosted our first Prayer for Creation service in our school's
Peace Garden. Catholic Life Ambassadors prepared an Examen in the style of St.
Ignatius of Loyola, guiding students through a time of reflection on their own
involvement in caring for the Earth. We continue daily to be good stewards, and
so this time of stillness helped us talk to God about how to be better stewards of
His creation, and how we've connected to Him already through that work. It was
a wonderful time of prayer as we heard from God and from His word as well
(students also shared with us readings from Psalm 8 and Psalm 19). Please
continue praying for our Earth!

Laughter, teamwork, and a few splashes later, we all agreed it was a fantastic experience. A big thank
you to all the students who encouraged us to step outside our comfort zone and try something
new—you were absolutely right, it was well worth it!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett

Continued on the next page…
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We have made it! Well done, everybody😊. As the term draws to an end, I
would like to share some of the highlights with you.

However, in the end we decided to draw the name at random to give
everybody a fair chance. Without further ado, meet …. MEOW, our
resident Library Cat.

First of all, we HAVE NAMED THE CAT 😊. There
were very many entries, some exceptionally
imaginative, some funny, others quite cheeky. I think
my personal favourites were: Sir Whiskers
McFluffington, Schrödinger, Kitsu ne, Maneki neko,
Genghis Kat, Snowbelle, Sahas Junior (named after
the creator), Clive and, (of course) Susan.

We have successfully
launched our first
Book Club and
Creative Writing
Club, both
conceptualised and
run by students,
which makes me feel
fantastically proud
and happy. Big well
done!

I have also had lots
of Student Librarian
applications, and
many Y7s are diving
in and learning how
to shelf books, make
displays, run clubs,
and make badges.

Now, let’s have a quick look at our statistics. So far this
term, we have had 964 books borrowed from the
library! That is sooooo good! I am so proud of all the
students who came in and took out at least one book
(some borrowed multiple!).

The change, though gradual, is noticeable and it will benefit everybody. We

are building a reading culture together to help our students succeed. It is

truly a joy to come to work every morning with that goal in mind.

Finally, we are going digital! Well, not really..
However, with the help of our wonderful IT staff
and Library Management System support staff,
we have managed to enable online accounts for
all users. Now, you can view your loans, renew,
and even review the books you have borrowed!

As a reminder, please submit poems, so we can open our Poetry
Pharmacy…

…and join our Reading Revival movement called: READING ROCKS. I have

spent many an evening designing so many different badges that will
represent everybody’s interests. If your reading interest is not represented,
come and chat with me – I do love a challenge!😊

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News Continued
Now, for the final Reading Championship update this term:
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Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
Firstly, well done to all of Year 7 (and their parents) for making it through the first term of secondary
school so successfully, there are so many moments to be proud of across the year group. The Year
7s have thrown themselves into life at Greyfriars with so much enthusiasm, from Librarians to
Catholic Life Ambassadors, Volunteers for open evenings and Meet the Tutor evening, and even
public speaking in front of the whole year in assembly!

Let me leave you with 

this wonderful quote:

Have a great weekend!

Rugeisa 296
Elia 286
Emmabong 286
Revita 282
Eufrazia 274
Jude 273
Innocent 271
Bella 270
Abubakr 266

It is hard to pick out students when so many 
have made such a great start, but I'd like to 

mention our top 10 achievement point scorers 
for the term, who have been showing the 

Greyfriars Way from day one.

Across all 4 form groups, Year 7 have 
amassed an astounding 19,563 achievement 
points (at time of writing) with 7BN leading 

the way on an incredible 5,886, and 7KR with 
4,888, which are the two highest form groups 

in the school!

7BN 5,886
7KR 4,888
7GKE 4,506
7ALW 4,283

I am immensely proud of the work put in by everyone this 
term, enjoy a well earned break, and I will see you all in 
November for Parents and Carer evening on the 13th!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe
Our Y12 and Y13 have had a brilliant first term. We could not be more proud of how they have got
involved and settled into their new courses. We have PPE exams coming up next term so we expect
to see students working really hard in preparation for these exams.

Anxiety & the Brain Lecture at St Hilda's College
On Monday, Dr Rogers and I took a group of students to a lecture at St Hilda's College Oxford. It was
on Anxiety and the Brain from 3 different perspectives -philosophy, neuroscience and psychology.
The speakers, who were experts in their fields, gave students an insight into their research and
presented them with some thought provoking theories. We were particularly impressed by the
questions our students asked ('Is anxiety always a conscious thought?') and how much they got out
of the event.

Work Experience & Super curricular courses
Y12 should be busy trying to organise work experience this half term. This is an important
opportunity for Y12 to gain experience to boost university or apprenticeship applications next year.
Some applications to specific degree paths, such as medicine and healthcare, really need students to
have had a placement in that field before writing their application. Additionally, many super
curricular courses are only open to students when they are in Y12. A reminder of how to draft the
work experience email has been put onto Satchel to help students reach out to as many employers
as possible. If students are not sure where to start looking, they should speak to either myself or Mr
Dunne for some guidance.

Sixth Form Leadership
A special well done to Kaya and Emriela in Y12 for supporting teachers in their lessons this week.
They are model student leaders who are having a real impact on how younger students see
themselves and their learning.

House Assemblies
So many Y12 and Y13 students stepped forward to deliver our
House Assemblies this week. These assemblies are completely
student led. Students are expected to plan, create resources
for, and deliver the assembly. It is a real challenge and can be a
daunting experience for students, even Sixth Formers!
However, they did brilliantly. It's hard to push yourself out of
your comfort zone but it is a really valuable and necessary thing
to do. Well done to all of the students involved, whether this
was behind the scenes or on the microphone.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Weekly Book Review by Lian G
I know you did it by Sue Wallman
It’s a thrilling crime piece set with threads of
dark secrets and high stakes intrigue. A classic
tale of being framed for something you didn’t
do - except it isn’t actually that straightforward.
What happens when a secret leads to wrong
conclusions? You have to follow Ruby in this
story to know!

St Frideswide Primary School 
Open Evening

Is your child starting school in September 26?
Come and find out how St Frideswide Primary 

put nurture based practice into action, next 
door to Florence Park!

Join us at one of our open sessions:
Monday 10th November 1.00 pm-1.45 pm  
Friday 14th November 1.00 pm -1.45 pm.  

Book your place here.

You’ll shiver with nerves as
you read through this and
you slowly try to piece
together what’s really
happening before it’s too
late. It’s almost exhilarating
to read once you really take
it all in.

Message for Year 10 and Year
11 | Mr Weedon
Well done to KS4 for getting through the first
term. We have had made great memories
already this year. A highlight for me was my Y11
GCSE class in rowing and enjoying being out on
the river.

Achievement Points

I hope you all have a safe and fun half term 

10CT 237
10SA 220
10JOD 203
10MJ 202

11JM 303
11JS 293

11RHO 184

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/xRd1nJXo5ndZrNwT8
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Leadership Enrichment 
Donations
The Leadership Enrichment group is currently
collecting items to support needy families and
children in our community. We kindly ask you to
contribute any pre-loved items or unwanted gifts
that we can donate to the church to distribute to
those less fortunate. Please drop off your
donations at Reception for the attention of Mrs
Reddy.

Thank you for your generosity and support in 
making a difference!

Message for Year 8 and
Year 9 | Mrs Reddy

Congratulations to all students with 100% attendance.   
Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing support.  Keep on 

striving to be a better version of yourself Y8 and Y9!

Students Leading the Way
Y8 Y9

Haider   Sahas
Karina John
Anne-Marie Alexandra E
Alda            Delight
Yves Ammarah
Maria   Kosmos
Hafsa Lilianah-Sophia
Wissam Lushun
Lena    Alfie
MiuMui Sabrina

Well done, Lushun! Lushun has shown
wonderful examples of kindness and
community spirit this week. He was spotted
helping a fellow student with his tie, ensuring
he looked Greyfriars smart. In addition, he
proudly shared with his tutor group that he
had helped an elderly lady cross the street,
another thoughtful act that reflects his caring
nature and commitment to the common
good. Keep up the great work, Lushun! Small
acts of kindness make a big difference.🌟

A heartfelt thank you to all Year 8 and Year 9
parents and caregivers who have generously
contributed to our Christmas Appeal so far. If
you haven’t had the chance yet and would
like to donate, please drop off your
contributions at the main reception,
addressed to Mrs. Reddy.

Have a restful half term.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
27 – 31 October | Half Term

3 November | Term 2 begins

6 - 8 November | Catholic Life Ambassadors Youlbury retreat

11 November | Year 11 / KS5 PPEs begin

11 November | Remembrance Service

13 November | Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening 4pm – 7pm

20 November | Trinity College Careers Trip

26 November | Future Fest Careers Event

28 November | Flu Vaccinations Years 7 - 11 

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Save the date!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Free Maths Circles in October 2025 

for Y7-10 students - Register Now.

A registered charity "We Solve 

Problems" is inviting pupils to join the 

in-person weekly Maths Circle at 

Keble College (University of Oxford).

Maths Circles are free training 

sessions for maths lovers that 

promote the art of problem-solving 

and structured thinking. Students in 

years 7-11 who love puzzle-solving 

will enjoy the sessions regardless of 

their proficiency in the school 

curriculum. Maths students and 

professional mathematicians from 

Oxford University run Maths Circles.

To secure an invitation to the Circles, 

all students are welcome to 

participate in the London Verbal 

Maths Challenge, a fun oral-style 

Olympiad free of charge. Students in 

years 7-10 are invited to join, 

provided they enjoy problem-solving 

and math-based reasoning.

To register for participation in Maths 

Circles, please fill in the following 

form: Register

To find out more information about 

Maths Circles, please visit:

Maths Circles

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/7YQMuu7DFVEYce9j7
https://wesolveproblems.org.uk/maths-circles/
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Affordable Swimming Lessons –
Join for £1!

Leys, Barton, and Ferry Leisure 
Centres are offering a fantastic 
opportunity for children to start 

swimming lessons. 
Join for just £1 and pay nothing until 
1st November, saving around £40! 

This is perfect for families looking to 
build water confidence or for 

children who haven’t yet achieved 
the national swimming standard.

Find out more and book now at:
http://www.oxfordcityleisure.com

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
http://www.oxfordcityleisure.com/
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