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Dear Families

Welcome back to Term 2! I hope everyone has returned to school with a renewed sense of love
and energy, ready for another term of learning, friendship, and flourishing together.

We have been delighted with our students this week; their positivity, kindness, and care for one
another have been a real joy to see. It is such a privilege to walk through the corridors and see the
Greyfriars Way in action: students greeting one another warmly, showing respect, and taking pride
in their school.

Our week began, as always, with our Gospel reflection. We turned to the Sermon on the Mount,
where Jesus teaches us about humility, mercy, and peace — values that lie at the heart of our
community. As we begin this new term, our Catholic Social Teaching focus is Solidarity: the
reminder that we are many parts, but all belong to one body. We are called to work in unity, to
notice one another, and to stand together in hope.

It has also been a busy and beautiful week in school!

➢ We hosted a Bach Choir Workshop in our newly refurbished main hall, welcoming students from
other schools. The sound of so many voices lifted in harmony was simply breathtaking; a fitting
celebration of creativity and collaboration.

➢ We were honoured to welcome The Nasio Trust, who met with our students preparing for their
trip to Kenya in February. Their work embodies faith in action, and it is inspiring to see our
students preparing to serve others so wholeheartedly.

➢ Cambridge University joined us for a talk that sparked curiosity and ambition across the year
groups. Moments like this remind us that aspiration and opportunity go hand in hand.

➢ And finally, our Catholic Life Ambassadors are currently away on their retreat at Youlbury. I look
forward to joining them later, hopefully for a dry evening around the campfire, to share stories,
reflect, and pray together.

It has been one of those weeks that captures the very best of Greyfriars: full of activity, full of
purpose, and full of love.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. It is through our shared commitment, staff,
students, and families working together, that our community continues to grow in strength, faith,
and joy. And, with joy in mind, I am looking forward to welcoming you to our big Christmas event
on the 6th December: the Christmas Fayre! I do hope you will be able to join us.

With every blessing for the week ahead.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – John 6: 37 - 40

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
John 6:37-40 emphasises that Jesus will not reject anyone who comes to him in faith, because
it is God's will for all those the Father gives to Jesus to come to him and be given eternal life.

The passage highlights the will of God, the eternal security of believers ("I will never cast him
out"), and the promise of resurrection on the last day. Jesus's commitment to the Father's
will: Jesus states his purpose is to do the will of the Father who sent him. He is not acting on
his own will. God's giving of believers: The Father "gives" people to Jesus, and those who are
"given" will come to him. This can be interpreted as God's sovereign choice or involvement in
salvation. Jesus's promise to keep believers: Jesus will "lose nothing of all that the Father has
given me," and will raise them up on the last day.

This points to the eternal security of believers. The condition for eternal life: The Father's will
is that everyone who "sees the Son and believes in him" receives eternal life and will be raised
up on the last day.

37 All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will 
never drive away. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to 
do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I 
shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40

For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall 
have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.”

Prayer for All Souls Day

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them. May their souls and 

all the souls of the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/


Catholic Life | Mr Greer
It's the Youlbury trip this week! Students are currently away at Boar's Hill, taking time to bond, learn
teamwork, and grow as leaders. They are camping in the outdoors, braving the cold of November, for
the sake of reflecting on their lives. Hopefully in all of the challenges that they meet, they will realise
what it means to pray and find the strength needed to surmount such tasks. We can't wait to share
these reflections with you. Please pray for the Year 10s, 11s, 12s, and 13s who are going!
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Congratulations!
A huge congratulations to Mia who competed in the Matt Fiddes
Martial Arts International Championships in Bath on 25th
October. There were 600 competitors from across the world and Mia
placed in all her categories and came away with a gold and two silver
medals – what an incredible achievement!

Her club are not only proud of her medals, but expressed how they
are blown away by her attitude and work ethic in martial arts.

We are also super proud of Mia’s success in the competition.

Well done!

Weekly Book Review by Lian G
The Tale-Tell Heart by Edgar Allen Poe (Short Story)

If you’re hesitant to read something long then why not try this
story. When I first read this book, I felt riveting in my bones and
rushing in my blood! Since it’s written in first person you get a
perfect sense of what kind of person the protagonist really is. It’s
also a fantastic taste into what unreliable narrators can be like
and capable of due to their own assumptions.

This was one of the first stories I read from Edgar Allen Poe and it
greatly influenced me to read even more of his work.

If you’re interested in gothic works then I’m sure you won’t be
disappointed!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett
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And just like that we’re in Term 2! I hope you all had a restful half-term,

filled with reading and hot cocoa.

Now, for the news!

Just a reminder that you can still join one 

(or all!) of our clubs. They are creative. 

They are relaxing. They are FUN!

Here’s what 
we prepared 

for 
Remembrance 

Day. 

Come up and 
browse our 

books on the 
First World 

War.

READ TO 
REMEMBER.

We have had a lot of new books 

come in as well, enough for not 

one, but TWO displays 😊. There 

are some truly fantastic pieces of 

written work here, both fiction and 

fact. 

Pop in to the library and see for 

yourself!

Continued on the next page…

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
It has been a real delight to welcome the year 7s back after their much needed break.

This week we have focussed on healthy relationships, respect and what it means to be part of a
community, and it has been wonderful to see the students take these lessons and put them into
action across the school.

Year 7 Parents’ Evening | Thursday 13th November 4pm to 7pm

Please book your appointments as soon as possible.

We are really looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible.

Have a great weekend!

Finally, please 

remember to 

submit poems 

that make you 

feel better. 

Those you’ve 

written, or those 

you’re read (or 

both). Help 

others feel 

better by sharing 

your favourites!

Let’s have a look at our Reading Champions!

Our top achievement point scorers for this week are Elia,
Alyssa and Eufrazia, with 35 each!

For the form groups, 7ALW have had a fantastic week,
amassing 514 achievement points since Monday, a target
for all the other groups to beat next week.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe
PPEs
Sixth Form has been all about exams this week,
with the GCSE retakes and students revising for
their PPEs. A reminder that all students are on
Study Leave from next week. Students in Y12
and Y13 are not expected to be in school unless
they have an exam. They are welcome to use
the Sixth Form area for silent study and will have
access to computers, printing and study
resources. Y12 will be back in school for lessons
on Monday 17th November. Y13 will be back in
school for lessons on Friday 21st November.

Independent Study in Sixth Form
Perhaps one of the most important habits to
develop in Sixth Form is the ability to work
independently. The expectation of students
studying A level subjects is that they must be
doing 5 hours of independent study per subject
per week, a total of 15 hours of independent
study. For students on Level 2 courses, they
must be studying 3 hours independently per
week, per subject. This will mean students are
working in their study periods during the day
and completing work at home.

Work Experience for Y12
A reminder that Y12 students need to be looking
for Work Experience opportunities. It is really
important that they speak to me or Mr Dunne if
they need help finding a placement as we have
lots of contacts from previous successful work
experience placements that we can share.
Places are often very limited, so the sooner they
organise their placement, the better!

Work Experience Stars of Y13
A special well done to a few stars in Y13 who
have undertaken additional work experience.
Ben spent half-term with a motion capture
company and earned a glowing reference. Sadika
spent the week in the office of Annelise Dodds
MP and had the opportunity to work on different
projects with other students. Finally, Aliza is
spending a week in the John Radcliffe Hospital to
learn more about medical care for different
groups of people. All three students brilliantly
demonstrate genuine ambition and initiative.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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10CT 213

10SA 332

10JOD 173

10MJ 273

11JM 412

11JS 185

11RHO 160

Celebrating Outstanding Effort in Years 10 and 11 | Mr Weedon
It has been another fantastic week for our Year 10 and 11 students here at Greyfriars Catholic
School. Across lessons, I have been continually impressed by the focus, determination, and
enthusiasm shown by our young people.

In Year 10 Science, students have been demonstrating real curiosity and persistence as they tackled
some challenging concepts — the level of engagement and quality of written work has been
outstanding. Over in Year 11 Maths, I saw pupils approaching complex problems with confidence,
collaborating effectively, and supporting one another to deepen their understanding. Their resilience
and commitment to improvement are truly commendable as they move closer to their final exams.

I also had the pleasure of teaching Year 10 PE this week, where we explored new ideas and
strategies in basketball. The teamwork, communication, and creativity on display were brilliant to
see, and it was wonderful to watch students putting theory into practice on the court.

Adding to an already inspiring week, some of our Year 10 students attended a talk from Cambridge
University, gaining valuable insight into higher education opportunities and the pathways available
to them. It was a great reminder of how their hard work now opens doors for the future.

Looking ahead, our Year 11 students begin their PPEs next week. I want to wish them all the very
best in their revision and encourage them to give their absolute best effort in every exam. These
assessments are an important opportunity for us to see where we are as a year group so that
teachers can provide the right support and make the difference in the months ahead.

Achievement Points

Well done to all our Year 10 and 11 students for their continued effort, positivity, and commitment
to learning — you are a credit to yourselves and to Greyfriars Catholic School.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Leadership Enrichment 
Donations
The Leadership Enrichment group is
currently collecting items to support needy
families and children in our community. We
kindly ask you to contribute any pre-loved
items or unwanted gifts that we can donate
to the church to distribute to those less
fortunate. Please drop off your donations at
Reception for the attention of Mrs Reddy.

Thank you for your generosity and support 
in making a difference!

Message for Year 8 and
Year 9 | Mrs Reddy

Congratulations to all students with 100% 
attendance.   Thank you to the tutors for their 

ongoing support.  Keep on striving to be a better 
version of yourself Y8 and Y9!

Students Leading the Way
Year 8 | Haider / Roisin / Anne-Marie / Alex A / 
David A / Maria / Margaret / Zedi / Keilah / Louise

Year 9 | Sahas / John E / Alexandra E / Delight O / 
Ammarah / Kosmos / Tommi / Kamsi / Alfie / 
Liliana-Sofia

This week, we celebrate students for their
exceptional approach to English. Dominic J, Jason
and Leyna have all shown excellent focus and
consistently given their best effort in every lesson.
Alexandra and Ammarah continue to impress with
their positive attitudes and strong commitment to
their work. Additionally, both Kamsi and Hila
consistently go above and beyond, producing work
of a very high standard and demonstrating initiative
and care. Well done to all of you, we are incredibly
proud of your achievements!

We also celebrate Keilah for her fantastic curiosity.
Whether in lessons or exploring topics such as
investment banking, landlordism and the cost-of-
living index, Keilah shows a real passion for learning
beyond the classroom. Excellent work Keilah!

I received the warmest welcome from 9RC on

Wednesday. Special mention to Paulo and Ammar

for taking pride in the form group and cleaning the

board! George and Paulo for leading prayer.

I would also like to thank Guardion and Morizo for

helping with translation for one of our EAL

students. Your care and warmth have been

recognised.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
11 November | Year 11 / KS5 PPEs begin

11 November | Remembrance Service

13 November | Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening 4pm – 7pm

20 November | Trinity College Careers Trip

26 November | Future Fest Careers Event

28 November | Flu Vaccinations Years 7 - 11 

04 December | 6th Form Open Evening for Year 11 Students

12 December | Year 8 / Year 9 STEM Challenge 

16 December A Advent Reconciliation

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Save the date!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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