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Dear Families

This week we began with one of the most striking moments in the Gospels: Jesus driving out the money-
changers from the Temple. In our assembly we explored what this teaches us: Jesus is not losing control; he is
standing up for what is sacred. We too should have the courage to confront injustice — there are moments
when silence is not enough. Faith sometimes means speaking out and protecting what is good. In form time,
students have thought about what this means for us today: we considered what ‘turning the tables’ looks like in
our own lives: standing up for others, defending truth, and showing courage even when it feels hard.

This message has been beautifully reflected in the life of our school. Our Year 11, 12 and 13 students have
begun their PPEs, or mock exams, and I am so proud of the maturity, calmness and focus they have shown.
These exams matter, but what matters most is their perseverance and courage. They have shown both in
abundance.

Last weekend many of our Catholic Life Ambassadors were on retreat at Youlbury, a joyful, prayerful and
laughter-filled experience that carried them right into Saturday. There were games, campfires, moments of
silence, and deep reflection. I am incredibly proud of them, and deeply grateful to the staff who made this
possible — especially those who stayed overnight, and of course Mr Greer, our Leader of Catholic Life and
Mission, whose care, prayerfulness and creativity shape every moment of these retreats.

Last night we welcomed nearly all of our Year 7 parents for their consultation evening. It was a joyful event, full
of warmth, conversation and pride in their children. Our Catholic Life Ambassadors were on hand serving tea,
offering biscuits, and even sweeping our new carpets with enormous smiles. Also, it was a very special evening
indeed, as it allowed Mr Cunningham, Head of Year 7, to celebrate his birthday in style with a parents evening!

I wish you all a peaceful weekend, and I hope you stay warm and dry after today’s very wet finish to the week.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

On Tuesday we gathered as a whole school for our Remembrance Service,
one of the most powerful moments in the Greyfriars year. We reflected on
all those who have lost their lives in war, on the civilians caught in conflict,
and on all who are suffering in areas of violence today. We used the words
of Pope Leo XIV from our programme: ‘War is never holy; only peace is
holy, because it is willed by God.’ As we stood together, 700 students and
staff, there were fifteen full minutes of silence, stillness, prayer and
reflection, including a collective three-minute silence. To witness our
young people standing in complete solidarity, shoulder to shoulder, was
profoundly moving. This is the Greyfriars Way at its most powerful.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – John 2: 13 - 22

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
John 2:13-22 describes Jesus cleansing the Temple, showing his anger at the
commercialization of a holy place and its disruption of worship. This event is followed by a
challenge from Jewish leaders, to which Jesus responds with a prophecy that he is referring to
the destruction of his own body when he says he will "raise it up" in three days, a reference to
his crucifixion and resurrection. The meaning of the passage is multifaceted, highlighting
Jesus's zeal for God's house, the corruption he was challenging, and his divine authority and
future resurrection. The overall meaning Zeal for God's house: The passage shows Jesus's
fierce passion for God's honour and a righteous anger against the spiritual abuse occurring in
the Temple. A new temple: Jesus's statement introduces the idea that he himself is the new
and true temple, which will be replaced by his resurrected body. Fulfilment of prophecy: The
incident and Jesus's prophecy are seen as a fulfilment of scripture, specifically Psalm 69:9:
"For zeal for your house has consumed me".

13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and 
doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out 
of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he 
scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To 
those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s 
house into a market!” 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for 
your house will consume me.”  18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign 
can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”  19 Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 20 They

replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 21

But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the faithful 

departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.

Prayer for Remembrance Day

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/


Catholic Life | Mr Greer
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Exciting News! Kenya 2026
We are very excited to announce the school’s participation in the Kenya enrichment programme. We
are taking 15 Year 10 students, for a once in a lifetime trip to Musanda, Kenya in 2026, thanks to
funding from the Turing Scheme.

In Kenya the students will work with the Nasio charity and a community in
western Kenya, joining the charity's aim of empowering the community to
break the cycle of poverty through education, healthcare and sustainable
livelihoods. The students will get involved in activities at local schools and we
will also be fundraising £600 for the Nasio charity to build a house in the
community.

If you'd like to donate to Nasio to support this project, please do get in
touch!

Last weekend, students in Years 10-13 travelled to
Youlbury for a retreat. We had a wonderful time camping
in tents, sitting around the fire, doing high rope courses,
and playing lots of board games. Students reflected on
how special the time was just to be in nature with their
friends, free from digital distractions and schoolwork.

The community-building was special and we've all
emerged much closer as a team, ready to share this
community spirit with our school. We also took time to
pray in silence, attend mass with the Carmelites, and then
share these reflections over a campfire. Each student
received a personal candle and shared what the weekend
meant to them.

I'd also like to give a special shoutout to Kaden Evans who
helped to lead the trip. Student leadership is thriving at
our school now, and he was certainly a role model to
others: helping to cook, clean, serve, and make sure all
were included. We'll do this again next year!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett
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The library’s been buzzing this week. Lots of homework, exam revision, reading for

pleasure, and games happened throughout.

The preparations for our Non-Fiction November Scavenger Hunt are well

underway. We will run it in the last week of November, so the students currently

taking exams can also participate, should they wish to. It is going to be lots and

lots of fun!

We have had plenty of 

beautiful and 

interesting non-fiction 

books added to our 

already substantial 

collection recently. 

Come up and check 

them out!

This week, we started our new Enrichment – Happy Readers Write! For
the next few weeks, we will be discussing how to write a mini saga, and
(hopefully) by the end of the term – all participating students will have
written their own mini saga. The Enrichment sessions are tailored
towards The Young Writers’ Stranger Sagas competition that closes 19th

December.

I would like to encourage all students who enjoy writing to take part, not
just my Enrichment group. Come up to the library for guidelines and the
entry form. Apart from Achievement Points, there is plenty to write for!
And it’s only 100 words!

Remember, you can get 10 

Achievement points if you borrow 

a library book in the first three 

weeks of term. You only have one 

week left…

Additionally, we are currently running an art competition. 

Here’s the poster: pop into the library for more details.

Between 10th – 15th December we will be holding a Book Fair in the library. This is a perfect

opportunity for students to choose books independently, so they really enjoy reading them (or to

buy a nice Christmas gift for a loved one😊). The prices vary, but start as low as £2.99, so it really is

worth having a look. And if we spend enough, the school will be able to choose some books for the

library too😊. Payments can be made online, more details closer to the time.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News Continued

Have a great weekend, everyone!  Happy, restful reading!
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Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
Year 7 have had another excellent week, full of individual and collective achievements. Mia, Bella and
Rugeisa did a fabulous job reading during our remembrance day service, and a special congratulations
to Amelia-Grace for being selected as a winner of the kOrky Paul art competition!

Yesterday evening we were delighted to welcome so many families to the newly painted and
redecorated hall for parents evening, I'd like to thank Mr Greer and our Catholic life ambassadors for
stepping in last minute to serve teas, coffees and biscuits, and thank you to every family who was
able to take the time to come and speak to the staff last night, it was a truly joyful evening!

Overall, 7GKE have had an incredible week in the classroom, racking up over 800 achievement points,
helped out by a number of students with over 40 each!

Let’s have a look at our Reading Champions!

The next big school event for 
your diaries is the Christmas 
Fair, and if you would like to 

know how to get involved please 
do not hesitate to contact 

Sophie Upellini and the 
Christmas Fair committee.

Amelia-Grace 56

Iliam 50

Sarah 48

Isma 47

Kairo 44

Esther 44

Safah 42

Esme 41

Natalie 40

Elena 40

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe Weekly Book Review by Lian G
Lies like Wildfire by Jennifer Lynn Alvarez (YA)
Deeply thought provoking as it tapers on the line

that is truth and deceit even tipping towards

another good trope of loyalty vs. justice.

The book is rather intense but if you’re
interested in letting secrets fester, this novel is
for you.

Detailing all five
characters, it’s
massively intriguing
how each of their
actions ignite into
something much
bigger than them. The
novel sifts through
heavier topics dealing
them with just enough
care to not seem
dramatised but real.

PPEs
We haven't had many students in and around
Sixth Form this week as they have been busy
taking exams this week and these will
continue for Y13 into next week. We want to
say well done for how seriously they have
taken these. It's really important that
students remember these are practice exams.
Real success will come from students looking
back at what they don't know and need to
revise again.

Unifrog & Destinations
Unifrog is the platform used for Work
Experience and Destinations. Any students
who are still unsure about their post-18
pathway should be looking at the different
areas of the platform to find out about
careers, courses and qualifications needed. If
any students in Y12 or Y13 are unsure of their
log in details, come to speak to myself or Mr
Shaw.

UpLearn
Finally, a reminder that for students who take Psychology, Economics, Physics, Chemistry and
Biology, Greyfriars Sixth Form has a subscription to UpLearn.This is a powerful online platform that
supports students with understanding the content and testing their memory of the content. It is also
proven to have a significant impact on student grades if each online course is completed. I am
delighted that some of our students have completed an incredible 60-80 hours of study already!
Every week, Ms Caldwell and I are looking to celebrate new students on our leaderboard who are
making excellent progress with UpLearn.

We look forward to welcoming our Y12 back in school on Monday at 8:45am. We have a brilliant 
and very busy term ahead before the Christmas break and we will see our Y13 on Friday 21st.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Years 10 and 11 | Mr Weedon
It has been a positive and productive week for both Year 10 and Year 11.

Year 10
I have been particularly impressed with the excellent work produced by our Year 10 students in
Science. Their focus, curiosity, and willingness to challenge themselves have been wonderful to see,
and they are making strong progress as a result.

Last weekend, I also had the pleasure of accompanying both Year 10 and Year 11 students on the
residential trip to Youlbury. Their enthusiasm, teamwork, and resilience were outstanding. It was
inspiring to watch them support one another and fully involve themselves in every activity. A special
thank-you goes to Mr Greer for leading such a successful and memorable trip.

Year 11
Year 11 are currently in the middle of their exams, and we recognise the hard work and
determination they have been putting in. We wish them all the very best for the remainder of their
assessments and hope they enjoy a well-deserved rest this weekend.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Greyfriars Congratulations!
A huge congratulations to Amelia-Grace who has been selected as a winner of an art competition
that she entered when she was attending primary school. Her artwork has been included in a newly
published book by Korky Paul.

As a result, Amelia-Grace has been invited to a special presentation where Korky Paul, himself will
be attending – so exciting!

We are looking forward to seeing the book in shops and libraries! We are very proud of Amelia-
Grace’s achievement.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Leadership Enrichment 
Donations
The Leadership Enrichment group is
currently collecting items to support needy
families and children in our community. We
kindly ask you to contribute any pre-loved
items or unwanted gifts that we can donate
to the church to distribute to those less
fortunate. Please drop off your donations at
Reception for the attention of Mrs Reddy.

Thank you for your generosity and support 
in making a difference!

Message for Year 8 and
Year 9 | Mrs Reddy

Congratulations to all students with 100% 
attendance.   Thank you to the tutors for their 

ongoing support.  Keep on striving to be a better 
version of yourself Y8 and Y9!

Students Leading the Way
Year 8 | Azzouz / Rachael A / Anne-Marie / Grant / 
Sampson / Isayah / Amarae / Karina / Ganuli / 
Haider

Year 9 | Sahas / John E / Jameilah / Delight O / 
Erika-Maria / Kevin / Fina / Luciano / Alexia / 
Liliana-Sofia

In Geography, Annie and Eve demonstrated great

care and thoughtfulness by voluntarily collecting the

colouring pencils and neatly organising them in

shade order. Well done, Annie and Eve!

We celebrate Wissam who produced an outstanding

set of population bar charts and complemented this

with a fantastic piece of extended writing that

clearly explained the factors influencing population

distribution and density in Geography. Fantastic

work, Wissam!

Well done to Ann Marie and Ganuli for taking the

initiative to decorate their form group’s prayer box.

Ms Millar is super proud, noting that their efforts

reflect the unity of the group and the value they

collectively place on the reflective and solemn

moments of prayer we share. Keep up the good

work Anne Marie and Ganuli!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
20 November | Trinity College Careers Trip

26 November | Future Fest Careers Event

28 November | Flu Vaccinations Years 7 - 11 

04 December | 6th Form Open Evening for Year 11 Students

09 – 15 December | Book Fair in the Library

11 December | Christmas Lunch

12 December | Year 8 / Year 9 STEM Challenge 

16 December | Advent Reconciliation

19 December | Last day of term – early finish

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Save the date!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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