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Dear Families

This week we marked the Feast of Christ the King, the final celebration of the Church’s year. In our Gospel
reflections, we were reminded that Jesus is not a king of power or wealth, but a King of service, love and
truth. In our assemblies we reflected on the promise Jesus makes to his followers: that when we choose
love, courage and faithfulness, we will never walk alone.

Christ the King reminds us that leadership in God’s kingdom looks very different from leadership in the
world. It is about humility, kindness, and standing alongside those who need us most. As we reach the end
of the liturgical calendar, we do so with gratitude for all that has been and with hope for what lies ahead.

It has, as ever, been a wonderfully busy week in school. Our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors have officially
launched our new Student Hub; this is a thoughtful and welcoming space where students can play board
games, receive peer support, and enjoy time together in a calm and safe environment. It is already
becoming something very special, and I am immensely proud of the students who have led this so
beautifully.

Our Year 7 girls had an absolutely phenomenal time at their rugby event this week — returning full of
energy, excitement and proudly showing off their new merchandise! It was wonderful to see such joy,
confidence and teamwork.

Alongside this, students took part in our Future Fest, a wonderful opportunity to meet employers, colleges
and universities and begin conversations about life beyond school. Asking questions, dreaming big and
thinking forward are all part of growing into the person God is calling each of us to be. This is followed up
next week, which is vocation week.

What a productive and joyful week it has been. As we move toward Advent, we begin a season of waiting,
hope and preparation, and we look ahead with excitement to our much-loved Christmas Fayre.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership. Together, we make Greyfriars a place of
faith, joy and ambition.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

Our Year 11 Hospitality and Catering students completed their mock exam this
week, always one of the highlights of the year. The organisation, focus and
creativity they showed was immensely impressive, and we are very proud of the
effort they put in.

We were also delighted to celebrate Mass with the Jesuits, a prayerful and uplifting
moment in our week. We are also delighted by the fundraising efforts of our Kenya
team – they are working with real energy and enthusiasm. We have also had our
Y10 GCSE artists out on a trip to the Ashmolean. A very busy week indeed!!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Luke 23 : 35 - 43

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
In Luke 23:35–43, Jesus is mocked by leaders, soldiers, and one of the criminals crucified beside
him. The other criminal, however, acknowledges his own guilt and Jesus’ innocence, asking Jesus
to remember him in His kingdom. Jesus assures him that he will be with Him in paradise that
very day. This passage highlights that Jesus’ true identity is seen by the humble, as shown by the
“good thief,” who recognises his sin, perceives Jesus’ righteousness, and receives grace for his
honest faith.

35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, 
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen 
One.”  36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine 
vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”  38 There 
was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the Jews. 39 One 
of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!”  40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t 
you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are 
punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has 
done nothing wrong.”  42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom.”  43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be 
with me in paradise.”

Lord, make me an instrument of your 
peace.

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is error, the truth;
where there is doubt, the faith;

where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;

and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so 
much seek

to be consoled, as to console;
to be understood, as to understand;

to be loved, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to 

eternal life. Amen

School Prayer

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Kenya 2026 | Trip Update

We found out more about our guesthouse accommodation and worked on our registration. The
students also discussed about sharing their culture with their hosts through artefacts like showing The
Oxford United team football shirt.

Fundraising is going well, with our JustGiving page already raising over £200! Please do share! LINK

This week in our Kenya trip enrichment we had David from Year 12 visit
our lesson to teach us all some Swahili words, including Hello - "Mambo"
(or "Jambo"), and "What are you doing?" - "Unafanya nini?". We also
learned "My name is.. " - "Jina langu ..."

As we will be building a house, we though it was
important to know the word "Jenga" (to build). If you
have seen the Lion King movie you might know some
Swahili yourselves - "Rafiki" means "friend" and
"Simba" means "lion"!

Catholic Life | Mr Greer
We are busy fundraising for our Rome pilgrimage! The student
trip leader, Daniel Oates, spoke at Corpus Christi Church this past
Sunday. His message was well-received: many parishioners loved
seeing a young person speak at the lectern. It was also a great
moment for our school, getting to share about the success of
Catholic Life in recent years. Very inspiring to see the hard work
he's been doing.

Just a note for Catholic Life Ambassadors and their families: we will be running a stall at the Christmas
Fayre this upcoming Saturday (Dec 6) where they can sell baked goods. All money will go to the Rome
trip. Please bake or cook something to sell, and please come to support our Ambassadors!

Lastly, we hosted Jesuit priests to
the school this week to begin our

school's Advent season. Students
did great readings and helped to
plan a smooth a mass.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/greyfriarsnasio?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Save the date!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Future Fest 2025 – A Huge
Success! | Mr Dunne
On Wednesday 26 November, we hosted our fourth
annual Future Fest careers fair and I’m delighted to
say it was a huge success. This was my first Future
Fest as Careers and Work Experience Lead, and
honestly, I don’t know what I was worried about.

Future Fest is all about giving our students the
chance to explore different career pathways by
speaking directly with employers, training
providers, local colleges, and universities. From
Year 9 students choosing GCSE subjects to sixth
formers exploring degree apprenticeships and
higher education, there was something for
everyone.

What made the day so special for me was seeing
our students fully engaged – asking thoughtful
questions, exploring career options, and showing
real curiosity about their futures. The feedback
from employers was fantastic: they told me how
polite, enthusiastic, and eager to learn our students
were. Some even offered work experience
placements on the spot, which is an incredible
outcome.

I want to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone who
made Future Fest 2025 possible – our staff, our
students, and our employer partners. It was a proud
moment for Greyfriars Catholic School, and I’m
already looking forward to building on this success in
the future.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Bucks Girls Rugby Charity Event – A
Fantastic First for Our Year 7s! |
Miss Kenneford
On Wednesday, twenty of our Year 7 girls proudly
represented the school at the very first Bucks Girls
Rugby Charity Event, hosted in Oxfordshire. It was an
exciting and inspiring afternoon designed to
encourage girls’ participation in rugby, and our
students rose brilliantly to the occasion.

Over the course of three energetic hours, the girls
received specialist coaching from professional Oxford
Harlequins coaches, who helped them develop new
skills, build confidence, and deepen their
understanding of the game. They also had the
opportunity to take part in friendly touch rugby
matches alongside girls from nine other schools
across the region. The atmosphere was vibrant,
supportive, and full of enthusiasm, with our girls
throwing themselves into every drill and every game.

Their efforts and positive attitudes were rewarded—not only with a memorable experience—but
with some fantastic freebies to take home. Each student walked away with a brand-new rugby ball, a
gum shield, and even a rugby-themed scrunchie as a memento of the day.

We are incredibly proud of
how engaged, spirited, and
supportive our Year 7 girls
were throughout the event. It
was a wonderful opportunity
for them to connect with
others, develop new skills,
and celebrate the growing
profile of girls’ rugby.

A huge well done to everyone involved!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Sixth Form News | Ms
McCabe
Anti-Bullying Ambassadors Drop-In
This week, our wonderful Anti-Bullying
Ambassadors have been running a
lunchtime drop-in for younger
students. They have been working hard
all week encouraging younger students
to take part in activities, play games
and write messages about bullying. The
atmosphere in the hub has been
brilliant.

Switch Off Week
Our Sixth Form are planning their
Switch Off Week starting from January
19th. This is to raise awareness of the
potential harm caused by excessive
phone use for young people. They will
be promoting this over the next few
weeks and will be inviting others,
including staff to join them in their
challenge. Last year we raised £270 for
Young Minds. This year we are looking
to double this figure. More details
coming soon.

ESS Society
Our Sixth Form Environmental and
Sustainability Society have exciting
plans for our Peace Garden. They are
looking for donations of good quality
garden equipment or plant pots that
are no longer needed. Please contact
the main school reception if you are
able to help.
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Weekly Book Review |  Lian G

Certainly an interesting book which leads one to think
of questions that might not often always be
answered. Think of yourself as drifting

away with a humming in your mind as you read
yourself away becoming overly enveloped in this
story.

This novel explores the much more emotional aspects
of being human and what one has to deal with. It
deals in perseverance and that small sapling of hope
that has chances to grow farther everywhere it stays.
This novel explores great emotional depth and
connection with themes of inspiration and soft
curiosity in times of what may be hopelessness to
many.

It’s certainly a story to expand one’s mind-especially
as it is based on a true one!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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.Message for Years 10 and 11 | Mr Weedon
This week Year 10 and 11 students showed strong engagement and understanding, particularly in
Year 11 RE. Dr Kay taught a lesson on pilgrimage, explaining what it is and why it is significant. It was
excellent to see how confidently the students approached the topic—their knowledge was so good
that many of them were able to contribute to the teaching alongside Dr Kay. Speaking with so many
students highlighted just how deeply they understood the material, making the week both enjoyable
and impressive.

Year 10 and Year 11 students had the valuable opportunity to attend Future Fest, an event especially
significant for those currently working through their GCSE years. The festival provided a wide range
of stalls that directed students to prospective jobs, career pathways, and further education options.
It offered them the chance to ask questions, gain insight into different industries, and begin
considering what their futures might look like beyond school. For many students, it was an inspiring
and motivating experience that helped them connect their current studies with real-world
possibilities.

Achievement Points this Week

GCSE ART Year 10 trip to the Ashmolean Museum | Mrs Byrne
On Friday, our Year 10 GCSE Art pupils had an inspiring visit to the Ashmolean Museum. They
explored an exciting range of artworks and artefacts, carrying out research and producing impressive
observational drawings. The trip sparked fresh creativity and has given them strong momentum as
they begin developing ideas for their GCSE coursework.

100CT 172
10MJ 127
10JOD 111
10SA 104

11JM 99
11JS 87
11RHO 58

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett
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Book Fair Reminder | 10th – 15th December
This is a perfect opportunity for students to 

choose books independently, so they really 
enjoy reading them (or to buy a nice Christmas 

gift for a loved one 😊). 

Hello everybody! What an exciting week we’ve had!

First of all, I want to say a huge to the amazing Jen
Sugden, who delivered a brilliant creative writing workshop in our
Enrichment session on Wednesday. Her engaging and energising activities
really got our creative juices flowing - I even got to transform into a
Monster Crab!😊 We’re especially grateful for her generosity in delivering
the workshop free of charge

Jen has co-authored the brilliant novel
“High Vaultage”, which she kindly
donated to our library. Lian can’t wait to
read and review it. But don’t worry,
another copy is coming to the library
soon, so be sure to come and check it
out.

Our school observed Anti-bullying 
Week, and Nicolas [Y7] has shared 

his wonderful poem with us.

Bullying, Laughs echo,
Tears fall, Groups huddle;
But no one knows at all.

They’re scared to speak up,
Tell the truth,

Or they know what would happen,
At least a broken tooth.
Threats come, Fists fly,

Just to hear,
The weaker one cry.
They’re huddled up,
Hiding in disguise,

So that when they come,
They don’t get played on,

Like a drum.

You chose who you become,
You chose who you are,

And you chose what to do and say.
So choose correctly.

I hope we all paused to read and 
really soak in the significance of 

these words.

Very excitedly, we are preparing for
the 250th anniversary of Jane Austen’s
birth. Starting next week, these are
the competitions that will run
throughout December to celebrate
the occasion:
• Austen 250 Flash Fiction Contest

(250 Words)
• Design a Regency-Style Book

Cover
• Regency Fashion Design

Competition
• Know Your Austen Quiz

Come to the library next week to get all the details!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News Continued

Have a great weekend, everyone!  I hope you get to read a fantastic book.
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Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
This week, the year 7 girls had the wonderful opportunity to get involved in rugby, thanks to Miss
Kenneford and the Bucks Girls Rugby Charity! 20 girls headed up to Horspath to train with the Oxford
Quinns coaches, and play matches against other schools from Buckingham and Warwickshire, scoring
some fantastic tries and representing the school wonderfully, despite the cold!

This week it is 7GKE who have led the way with achievement points, despite the efforts of Jude and
Abi topping the individual leader board for this week!

Well done everyone this week, have lovely restful weekend!

Reading Champions this week.

7GKE 639
7ALW 453
7BN 418
7KR 382

Jude 43
Abi 36

Imiyah 35
Iliam 34

Amelia-Grace 33
Samuel 33

Oreoluwa 32
Leandra 32

Shashwat 32
Simao 31
Oscar 30

Now, our scavenger

hunt was lots of fun!

Some students

found it a bit

annoying that I

made them write all

the facts they’d

discovered, but I bet

they learnt a lot of

new things😊.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Leadership Enrichment 
Donations
The Leadership Enrichment group is
currently collecting items to support needy
families and children in our community. We
kindly ask you to contribute any pre-loved
items or unwanted gifts that we can donate
to the church to distribute to those less
fortunate. Please drop off your donations at
Reception for the attention of Mrs Reddy.

Message for Year 8 and
Year 9 | Mrs Reddy

Students Leading the Way

Year 8 | Grant / Rachael A / Karina / Simrah 
/ Hannah / Lena / Addullah / Sylan / Hafsa / 

Isayah

Year 9 | Sabrina / Aminata / Karina / Fina / 
Leo A / Amalia / Mazvita / Luana / Folarin / 

Lilianah-Sofia

In IT we celebrate: Zhayden for demonstrating

outstanding focus and consistently modelling

expectations perfectly on the first attempt. Caleb

who continues to earn achievement points,

showing that striving for accuracy is now a clear

priority. Zabrina is always focused and consistently

giving her very best effort. David A impresses with

excellent engagement in every lesson. Wissam for

maintaining excellent focus throughout lessons.

Kristian, who is consistently focused and always

putting in remarkable effort. Isayah for performing

brilliantly in lessons and always being ready to lend

a helping hand. John for completing all tasks to a

high standard. Kosmas for demonstrating an

impressive depth of understanding in lessons.

Meanwhile in English, Blossom and Ayesha are
celebrated for their dedication to reading and their
enthusiasm in sharing their latest books with their
form tutor. Another fantastic sign that ‘Read to
Succeed’ is truly taking root among our students!

In Biology, Crystal and Esme participated
excellently in lessons on respiration.

I would like to shine the spotlight on Sampson,
who often supports other students in Maths after
completing his own work. Sampson, your
commitment to achieving both individually and
collectively is truly admirable.

Keep up the incredible work. It's inspiring to see

the positive impact you’re creating for yourselves

and those around you!

Thank you 
for your 

generosity 
and 

support in 
making a 

difference!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

.

Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
04 December | 6th Form Open Evening for Year 11 Students

09 – 15 December | Book Fair in the Library

11 December | Christmas Lunch

12 December | Year 8 / Year 9 STEM Challenge 

16 December | Advent Reconciliation

19 December | Last day of term – early finish

05 January | Staff INSET Day – No students in school

06 January | Term 3 Starts

22 January | Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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