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Dear Families

This week our Gospel focus has been on Jesus’ call to ‘Stay awake.’ Not in the literal sense, but in
a deeper, more important way. In our assemblies, we reflected on what it means to be truly alert
in life. We are not called to rush through school or drift through our days on autopilot. We are not
just passing through education, and we are certainly not passing through life. We are here to
notice, to care, to grow and to respond. With this. We also spoke honestly about distraction.
Spending a long time on our phones might feel like resting, but it is not being awake. Being awake
means listening, noticing, asking questions and responding to the world around us. It means
paying attention to people, to opportunities, and to God at work in our lives.

As we look toward Advent, our focus has turned to hope and to vocation. In assemblies this week,
we have been thinking about calling: how God calls us in many ways, through different people,
opportunities and moments, but that we must learn how to be still and listen. Vocation is not just
about what job we might have one day. It is about who we are becoming and how we choose to
live now.

One of the highlights of my week has been seeing our Year 11 Art students working through their
mock examination. The quality of their work has been astonishing: creative, colourful and
beautifully executed. It has been demanding (two long days!), but the results speak for
themselves. I cannot tell you how proud I am of them.

Christmas is beginning to sparkle quietly across the school and preparations for our much-loved
Christmas Fair are well underway. It is one of the great joys of our calendar, and our biggest
fundraising event of the year. We truly hope to see you there (please see the advert below) so we
can share some festive cheer together – we know Father Christmas is visiting!

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. I hope the days ahead bring warmth, light and
peace to your homes.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

It has also been a wonderfully busy week in school. We were obviously
delighted to host a Sixth Form Open Evening, welcoming families and
future students into our community. It was a joy to see our Year 11
students engaging so thoughtfully with their future options, and
equally joyful to watch our student leaders step forward with
confidence. From talking passionately about subjects, to guiding
visitors and serving tea and coffee, they embodied the Greyfriars Way
in action.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Matthew 24 : 37 - 44

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Matthew 24:37-44 uses the analogy of Noah's flood to explain that the Son of Man will come at
an unexpected time, and people must "be ready". The passage urges believers to live vigilantly,
not by trying to predict the future, but by living faithfully and acting according to Jesus's
teachings in the present. The message is a warning and a call to be prepared, as the time of
Christ's return is unknown to everyone.
How to be ready:
❖ Live faithfully: The core message is to "be ready" by living according to Jesus's teachings and

instructions in the Gospel.
❖ Stay watchful: This means remaining alert and not getting lost in daily distractions that lead to

a lack of preparedness.
❖ Recognise the present: It's a call to recognise the Lord in the "unrehearsed moments" of life,

which means living fully in the present and not just focusing on the future.

37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of 
Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39

and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came 
and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of 
Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 
41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the 
other left.  42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what 
day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house 
had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have

kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the 
Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

God of hope, we cling to you, for you renew the face of the 
earth.  Through the gift of your Son, our Lord Jesus, we 

follow you on the path of dawn.
Enlightened by your love and wisdom,

help us to lead each other and all creatures back to your 
open arms.  Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Kenya 2026 | Trip Update

Fundraising is going well, with our JustGiving page already raising over £500! 
Please do share! 

LINK

Catholic Life | Mr Greer
This week, we began our student-led Advent services in the Chapel.
Students from each form group wrote a script, selected Bible readings, and
brought food donations to help those in need in the city of Oxford. During
this first week of Advent, the message is Hope. Our services reflected this
value, as we heard about the ultimate Hope announced to Mary-the birth of
Jesus Christ. We then prayed for God's hope to encourage us in our own
lives, and in the world at large. If your student hasn't brought in food
donations yet (non-perishable food for our local food bank), then they may
do so before the last day of term.

Additionally, Catholic Life Ambassadors are ready to sell treats at our
Christmas Fayre this Saturday. Please come and support their fundraising
efforts for Rome!

Donations for 
Rome

Fundraising 
Fun Run / Walk

Tuesday 16th December, P5. 

Students will 
be running to 

raise money and 
awareness 

for the Kenya 
trip.

There will be a 
cake sale 

afterwards at 
3:15. Please 
come along 
support us!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/greyfriarsnasio?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/parents/parent-teacher-association-pta
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GENERAL NOTICES

.
Greyfriars Restaurant

New Menu for Spring / 
Sumer 2025

Freshly made Daily

Why not come and try 
us out!

Join Us!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe
Sixth Form Open Evening for Y11 students

We had a brilliant evening promoting and celebrating our
Sixth Form provision on Thursday. Students and their
families from both Greyfriars and local city schools came
to see what is so special about our Sixth Form. They were
able to speak to subject teachers and current students
about our courses and learn about life as a Sixth Form
student. Students who were not able to join us can collect
a prospectus from our Main Reception. If they have any
further questions, they can come to speak to any of the
Sixth Form team. The deadline for applications is Friday
30th January 2026.

Christmas Fun Run & University Challenge
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Weekly Book Review |  
Lian G
This book is great!
It’s the first part to
a thrilling and
humorous four-
part book series. It
focuses greatly on
Greek mythology
and puts into
perspective the personalities of these
deities in a simple and silly way. I found
it hilarious and I still do. It was a
wonderful read and packed with
thrilling adventure!

Ps. from Ms Brett: It’s waiting for you
on our wonderful “Lian
Recommends…” shelf, among some
other fantastic reads.

It is almost time for
our annual Fun Run
and University
Challenge event. On
Friday 19th
December, Y12 &
Y13 will take part in
the run (or walk) in
fancy dress - if they
choose. The
entrance fee is a
food donation for
our Food Bank
collection. It is
always one of the
highlights of the
school year.

This is followed by a seriously competitive game of
University Challenge led by Dr Dillon. St Edmund were the
winners last year so they are the ones to beat!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Years 10 and 11 | Mr Weedon
Year 11 Step Into Success: Reflecting on Mock Results
This week has been an exciting and important milestone for our Year 11 students as they began
exploring their mock exam results. Far more than just numbers on a page, these results provide a
valuable opportunity for both students and teachers to understand where each learner currently
stands and what steps can be taken to reach even higher levels of success by the February exams.

Across subjects, teachers have been working closely with students to identify strengths, highlight
areas for development, and map out strategies for improvement. The atmosphere around school
has been one of motivation and determination, with Year 11 showing a mature and proactive
approach to their next steps.

In PE, the enthusiasm has been especially inspiring. Students are showing a genuine eagerness to
build on their mock performance and are keen to refine their skills, deepen their understanding, and
push themselves to achieve the best grade possible. Their positive attitude and commitment to
improvement is fantastic to see and sets the tone for the months ahead.

As we look towards February, we are confident that this reflective and forward-thinking mindset will
empower our students to make meaningful progress. With dedication, support, and a clear plan of
action, Year 11 are well on their way to success.

Year 10 Showing Dedication and Pride in Their Work
Year 10 students continue to work hard and show real dedication in their lessons, and this is
especially clear within our Art classes. The commitment from our Art students has been exceptional,
with many giving up their own time after school to refine their pieces and push their creativity even
further. The results speak for themselves—their work is truly outstanding. Both Miss Byrne and I are
incredibly proud of the effort, focus, and passion these students are demonstrating as they strive to
produce their very best.

Registration form
This Week's 
Achievement Points

10CT 106
10JOD 106
10MJ 185
10SA 64
11JM 58
11JS 93
11RHO 53

Achievement Points this Week

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett
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Hello, everybody!

This week, we are all about getting Christmas-ready 😊. My wonderful

students did a marvellous job making our library look very festive. Have a

look for yourselves.

All the decorations are fabulous, and lots of heart 

went into making all of them, but the tree… The 

tree is simply SPECTACULAR – thank you, John E 

(Y9) for building it for us.

We also have a Christmas Crafts table, so please pop up to make or colour a

Christmas card or bookmark for your loved ones. We have lots of various

fabrics, so you can get really inventive!

For every day of Advent, I put out a different Book Title riddle – come and

see if you can guess it.

We have two special 

book displays: Chilly 

Thrills and Cosy Reads, 

so there is something 

for everybody to 

browse and adopt a 

book for the Christmas 

break!

Remember our

Jane Austen and

Stranger Sagas

competitions –

there are some

lovely prizes to

be won😊.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News Continued

Have a lovely weekend! 
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Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
This week, Year 7 have started their week with Ms Caldwell, focussing on how we show and offer
hope as we move into the Advent period. In a couple of weeks, Year 7 groups will have their reverse
advent service in the chapel, where donations will be received to be distributed in the local
community.

We are nearing the end of the 2nd

term, which means that the Tutor

Group Reading Championship Cup

might be changing hands.

And to these students for leading the 
way individually

7BN 665
7KR 477

7GKE 464
7ALW 165

Emmabong 38
Leandra 35
Esther 31
Mia 29
Aseda 29
Lexi 28
Bella 27
Rayan 27
Bertie 27
Innocent 25
Hassan 25

Finally, a reminder that between 10th – 15th December we will 

be holding a Book Fair in the library. This is a perfect 

opportunity for students to choose books independently, so 

they really enjoy reading them (or to buy a nice Christmas gift 

for a loved one 😊). 

We still have some £5 vouchers to give away, so unleash 

your creativity and produce a review or a book cover for a 

chance to win! The competitions close on Tuesday, 9th

December.

Congratulations to 7BN who 
topped the achievement points 

league this week

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Leadership Enrichment 
Donations
The Leadership Enrichment group is
currently collecting items to support needy
families and children in our community. We
kindly ask you to contribute any pre-loved
items or unwanted gifts that we can donate
to the church to distribute to those less
fortunate. Please drop off your donations at
Reception for the attention of Mrs Reddy.

Message for Year 8 and
Year 9 | Mrs Reddy

Students Leading the Way

Year 8 | Grant / Wissam / Oscar / Crystal / 
Hannah / Annie / Kerfala / Dylan / Isayah

Year 9 | John E / Alexandra E / Ali H / Mercy 
/ Alexia / Yulanda / Tatiana / Eleesha / 

Sahas / Thomas

Thank you 
for your 

generosity 
and 

support in 
making a 

difference!

This week, we are delighted to celebrate Zain for
his outstanding effort and enthusiastic engagement
in Geography. His commitment to learning shines
through, and it has been wonderful to see his
confidence grow as he takes on new challenges.
Keep up the fantastic work, Zain.

In Biology, we are also recognising Kerfala for his
excellent work on Waves and Annie for her
impressive progress in Gas Exchange. Well done to
both Kerfala and Annie.

I would also like to commend Nedia and Tatiana for
their kindness and support in helping translate for
one of our EAL students just as they entered
school. Their patience, warmth, and calming
presence made a meaningful difference. Thank you,
Nedia and Tatiana, for embodying such a
supportive spirit.

Finally, a gentle reminder to join us for our
Christmas Fayre on Saturday, 6th December, from
11.30am to 2pm. It promises to be a fun and festive
day for everyone. Parents, I look forward to seeing
you and your families before the Christmas
holidays.

Congratulations to all students with 100% 

attendance

Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing support.

Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself 

Year 8 and  Year9!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
09 – 15 December | Book Fair in the Library

11 December | Christmas Lunch

16 December | Advent Reconciliation

19 December | Last day of term – early finish

05 January | Staff INSET Day – No students in school

06 January | Term 3 Starts

12 January | It All Adds Up Maths Trip Year 9

22 January | Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/

