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Dear Families

As we reach the final week of term, our assemblies have centred on Matthew’s Gospel and the
call to prepare the way of the Lord. In our assembly reflections, we looked together at what it
means to “make straight the paths” in our own lives — to remove obstacles, to be honest with
ourselves, and to create space for kindness, justice and peace. Dr Rogers has also led powerful
student assemblies this week, encouraging our young people to reflect on how they can shape
their own path through small, meaningful daily actions. As Advent continues, this message feels
especially alive: we prepare not just our homes for Christmas, but our hearts.

Last Saturday we held our Christmas Fair, and what a wonderful, hope-filled
celebration it was. Warm, caring, buzzing with energy: the hall was
absolutely brimming with joy. It feels like an old-fashioned event that helps
connect us to our community and to our past. I loved it.

We are delighted to share that the Fair raised over £1,400 for the school.
This money does not disappear into the general finances; it remains entirely
separate, as a special pot for the students. We will be asking them in January
how they would like the money to be spent to make our school even better.
Their ideas will shape every penny.

A special word of thanks to our students,
particularly our Catholic Life Ambassadors, who
continue to work tirelessly to raise funds for the
Rome trip, and our student Leadership Team who
have worked with Mrs Reddy. We were especially
proud of Yves, who acted so spontaneously and
generously, Mia, who raised an incredible £60 in
loving ..just 30 minutes, and Bella, whose creativity and commitment shone
through her work on Guess the Sweets. There were also many, many
other students who helped, supported, and took part in ways both big
and small. Every contribution mattered, and together they embodied
the very best of the Greyfriars Way.

I want to give my heartfelt thanks to all the staff who gave up a
significant amount of their own time to make the Fair happen, and to
all of our families whose contributions, from baking cakes, making
bracelets, sausage rolls, serving tea and turkey baps, to buying raffle
tickets, created such a beautiful community event. And, of course,
where would we be without Father Christmas?!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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This week we also enjoyed our much-loved school
Christmas dinner. It was delicious, but more than that, it
was a true celebration of togetherness. Filled with music,
singing, conversation and gratitude, the hall was alive with
festive spirit.

I was especially proud of how Greyfriars Polite our
students were, saying ‘thank you’, ‘Merry Christmas’, and
leaving their spaces even better than they found them. It
was a small but very powerful expression of who they are.

Christmas Dinner – A Feast of Food, Music and Togetherness

Looking Ahead – Gaudete Sunday & Our Final Week

As we move into the third week of Advent, we celebrate Gaudete Sunday; Gaudete meaning
Rejoice! It is a moment in Advent where the Church pauses to lift its eyes to joy.

In school next week we will be doing the same: rejoicing in our community, celebrating those
who contribute so positively to our shared life, and reflecting on the light we bring to one
another.

But even in the final week, we remain committed to sharp focus in lessons. It is still school and
our young people continue learning right until the very end, before we all enjoy a well-earned
Christmas rest.

As this term draws to a close, I want to thank you: thank you for your trust, your kindness, your
generosity and the joy you bring to our community. Greyfriars is a school filled with hope because
of the people who make it.

I wish you all a peaceful, joyful Christmas. May your homes be filled with laughter, rest, faith and
love. May the New Year bring renewal, courage and abundant blessings for you and your
families.

Merry Christmas
Lyndsey Caldwell

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Matthew 3 : 1 - 12

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Matthew 3:1–12 portrays John the Baptist as the prophesied forerunner who prepares the way for
Jesus by calling people to heartfelt repentance. He announces that the kingdom of heaven is near and
warns of coming divine judgment, urging his listeners to bear “good fruit” that reflects genuine
repentance. John’s water baptism serves as a preparation for the greater work of Jesus, who will
baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire—bringing both purification and judgment. The passage emphasises
the nearness of God’s rule, the necessity of transformed lives, and the supremacy of the coming
Messiah.

1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2

and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he 
who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the 
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his 
waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from 
Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their 
sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.  7 But when he saw many of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptising, he said to

them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping 
with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you 
that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The axe is already at the root of the 
trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.  11 “I 
baptise you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with[c] the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire.”

O Most Holy Virgin, immaculate in body and spirit, look kindly on me 
as I implore your powerful intercession. O most Holy

Mother, receive my prayers as I present them to God. O Mary, Mother of 
Jesus and our Mother, you intercede for us with your Son.

O Mary conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee.  
Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, pray for us.  Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, pray for us.
Our Lady Queen of Christendom, pray for us. Amen.

Prayer (For the Feast of the Immaculate Conception)

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Kenya 2026 | Trip Update

Fundraising is going well, with our JustGiving page already raising over £500! 
Please do share! 

LINK

Catholic Life | Mr Greer

Donations for 
Rome

Fundraising 
Fun Run / Walk

Tuesday 16th December, P5. 

Students will 
be running to 

raise money and 
awareness 

for the Kenya 
trip.

There will be a 
cake sale 

afterwards at 
3:15. Please 
come along 
support us!

The Chapel has continued to reflect Advent beauty as
students lead prayer services for their form groups. I've been
amazed by all of the students willing to plan, read, and even
preach to classmates about what it means to search for God
during the upcoming Christmas season. We are continuing to
collect food donations as well from each form group-please
keep sending in non-perishable food from home! It helps
many of those in need in our community.

I was also wowed by the Catholic Life Ambassador team who sold treats at
the Christmas Fayre on Saturday. They had tables lined with goods that they
had baked at home-quite an impressive variety. Their hard work and our
community's generosity raised a good amount of money for our upcoming
Rome pilgrimage. Again, very impressed!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/greyfriarsnasio?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/parents/parent-teacher-association-pta


Sixth Form News | Ms McCabe
Y12 Super Curricular
It is around this time of the year that the importance
of going beyond the curriculum becomes really clear
for our Y13 students. As they complete their UCAS
applications, it is these additional opportunities for
learning and participation that really make students
stand out from other applicants. Many super
curricular programmes are only available to Y12
students so it is important that students do not miss
out on these.
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THANK YOU!
Thank you to everyone who came to 

Christmas Fayre on Saturday – it was a 
huge success.  

We raised

£1400!
We will collaborate with the students in 

deciding what this money should be 
used for.

Attendance Matters!
Please keep a look out for a letter that has been sent home today with reminders about attendance
in Sixth Form. Attendance continues to be a priority because of the strong link between attending
and excellent grades. We want the very best for every one of our students and know that
attendance is a key part of this.

Stars of Sixth Form
Finally, I know we have our Awards Assemblies next Friday with lots of students being celebrated, I
wanted to say an extra well done to ALL of our Y12 and Y13 students for an excellent term! They
impress us every single day with their ambition, focus and fun, as well as their reflection when things
don't always go to plan. We're looking forward to a busy final week of term.

Christmas Fun Run
Get your running shoes on for our 3rd Annual Sixth Form Fun Run
and Walk! On Friday, our students will take a walk (or run for the
more energetic) around school and Florence Park. As part of this
event we are collecting non-perishable food items for the
Community Emergency Foodbank in Oxford. All students will be
rewarded with hot chocolate and a medal at the end.

ESS Environment & Sustainability Society.
Our ESS students were busy this week. They have been organising
a hot chocolate sale to raise money for their environmental
activities. They also did a spot of litter picking in the local
community in Florence Park. They are currently working on a
newsletter to go out to students and families each term sharing
environmental tips and hints.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

.

Message for Years 10 and 11 | Mr Weedon
As we come to the end of another busy and productive term, I want to take a moment to recognise
the hard work, commitment, and resilience shown by our Year 10 and Year 11 students. This has
been a demanding year so far, and every student should feel proud of the effort they have put into
their studies, extracurricular activities, and personal growth.

Year 10 have continued to settle into the challenges of their GCSE courses with maturity and
enthusiasm, showing a growing sense of independence and responsibility. Year 11 have
demonstrated excellent focus as they approach their final months before examinations, and we are
impressed by the determination they bring to each day.

I would also like to thank you, as parents and carers, for the support you consistently give. Your
encouragement at home plays a vital part in helping students stay motivated and engaged.

Registration form
This Term’s 

Achievement Points
10CT 4,193

10JOD 4,140
10MJ 5,352
10SA 5,174
11JM 4,504
11JS 4,722

11RHO 3,196

As we head into the Christmas break, I hope all of our
students can enjoy a well-earned rest. This time is an
opportunity to recharge, spend time with family and
friends, and return refreshed for the term ahead.
Please enjoy the festive season, and above all, stay
safe and well.

We look forward to welcoming everyone back in the
new year, ready for the challenges and successes to
come.

Thank you!
Chef Mike would like to thank the students for their participation
in Christmas Lunch festivities, their behaviour was exemplary, and
I hope you all have a Happy Christmas.

I would also like to thank my team of Elves who did a fantastic job
in serving the meals.

Chief Elves - Monika and Libby Lou and also, Sophie, Susan and
Lorna.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Design Technology Textiles | Mrs
Byrne
Our Year 7 pupils have been busy completing their
first rotation—and their results are fantastic!
They’ve designed and crafted their own handmade
moccasins, drawing inspiration from the vibrant
work of Yayoi Kusama, the bold Memphis Design
Movement, and traditional Native American
slippers. Starting with soft Merino wool, they hand
made their own felt before sewing their slippers
together and embellishing them with colourful
embroidery and sparkling beads.

Year 8 have also blown us away with their
imagination and skill. They designed and made their
very own Squish mallows, bringing them to life with
bright appliqué and detailed embroidery. Their
finished pieces are fun, unique, and full of
personality!

I am looking forward to share more of the pupils
work from the Art and DT department in the New
year.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett
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What a wonderful week we’ve had!

First of all, I am so proud of all the students who submitted their

stories for the Young Writers’ Stranger Sagas competition. So

much ambition and talent there, well done! Next Wednesday,

the two authors who helped us out with our Enrichment

sessions will be back to listen to our stories and celebrate with

us. They have also generously offered to reward their 3

favourite entries. What a way to end the term😊 (and that’s on

top of the very exciting competition prizes, which include

vouchers and the possibility of becoming a published author!!!).

Now, speaking of opportunities to get published, here’s the poetry

competition, also by Young Writers, that will run until the end of

February, so plenty of time to connect with your inner poet and

submit your poem masterpiece😊.

On Tuesday next week we will have our EPIC

Kahoot! Quiz to celebrate the 250th

anniversary of Jane Austen’s birth. We want

both students and staff members to take part.

There are some lovely prizes, so be sure to

come and test your JA knowledge! Don’t

worry, it’s all multiple choice, so not too scary

😊.

REMINDER
We want to start our Poetry Pharmacy this academic year, but for that – we need your poems.
Whether it’s somebody else’s work that warms your heart, or something you have written yourself –
we want it! We will love it!

Exciting news! I have recently signed up to run another Read for Good Readathon next year and was
entered into the prize draw to win a box set of Stormbreaker books and a copy of Step Father
Christmas. I am delighted to let you know that I have been randomly selected as one of the 30
winners!! The books will arrive shortly and I will either put them on our library shelves, or use as
student prizes later in the year. How exciting! Thank you.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Schoolwide Languagenut Challenge! | Miss Parish

Who will become our 2025 Christmas Language Champion?
All students are invited to take part in our Language nut Points Competition!

From Friday 19th December to Tuesday 6th January
every point you earn on Languagenut counts toward your class total and your individual score.

How to Join
1. Log in to your LN account.
2. Click 'secondary' and work through tasks to collect points.
3. Try and get yourself and your class onto the leader board!

Why Participate?
❖ Improve your language skills
❖ Build a daily learning habit
❖ Friendly competition across the whole school
❖ Have fun while learning!

Let’s see which students—and which class—will soar to the top of the leader board.

Good luck, language learners! 
¡Bonne chance!

Our BOOK FAIR is now 

in full swing, come 

along to find your next 

book adventure! If you 

can’t find it on the Fair 

shelves, I’m sure you 

can find something on 

our library shelves 

instead.

As I want this to be a surprise at the Award

Ceremony, no updates on the Reading

Championship will be shared today😊.

Wishing you a season wrapped in warmth 
and wonder!

Prizes & Recognition
❖ Top 5 individual point-earners
❖ Winning class with the highest combined points
❖ Certificates, shout-outs, and prizes!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
Congratulations to everyone in Year 7 for a wonderfully successful first term at Greyfriars. It has been
a real privilege to work with Year 7 during their transition, and I have been so proud of the
development that I have seen across the year.

We have had so many individual successes to celebrate, Amelia-Grace winning the Korky Paul Art
prize, Nicolas and Kairo having their writing published, and Nicolas championing the school
community with his voluntary litter picking! In sports news, the year 7 girls are representing the
school amazingly at Oxford Quinns Rugby, and we would love to see even more get involved on
Wednesdays after the holidays!

Next week our Year 7s have their reverse advent calendar services, bringing in donations that can go
to those that need support at this time of year. Non-perishable donations and household goods will
go such a long way for those in need!

7BN 8,400

7GKE 7,717

7KR 7,411

7ALW 6,241

Emmabong Robert
Jude Innocent

Amelia-Grace Alyssa
Leandra Aseda
Esther Hassan

Rugeisa Shashwat
Elia Mya

Revita Abubakr
Eufrazia Imiyah

Bella Muhammed Abdul

In classes, Year 7 have consistently led the
way with achievement points, and our
individuals over 350 for the term are.....

7BN have led the way throughout the term,
but all groups have absolutely smashed it
and collectively year 7 are close to 30,000
achievement points between them!

I hope everyone has a lovely restful break and comes back raring to go in the New Year.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Leadership Enrichment 
Donations
The Leadership Enrichment group is
currently collecting items to support needy
families and children in our community. We
kindly ask you to contribute any pre-loved
items or unwanted gifts that we can donate
to the church to distribute to those less
fortunate. Please drop off your donations at
Reception for the attention of Mrs Reddy.

Thank you for your 
generosity and 

support in making a 
difference!

Weekly Book Review by Lian G
Ben Miller’s The Night I Met Father Christmas is a
warm, charming festive tale that blends classic
Christmas magic with thoughtful messages about
kindness, generosity, and believing in the
impossible. The story follows young Jackson, who
is determined to uncover how Father Christmas
really became… well, Father Christmas. What he
discovers is a heartfelt origin story that feels both
fresh and wonderfully traditional.

Miller’s writing is light, funny, and accessible,
making it ideal for younger readers, but there’s
enough emotional depth and gentle moral
guidance to resonate with adults as well. The
illustrations add an extra layer of enchantment,
bringing the snowy world and its characters vividly
to life.

Overall, it’s a delightful, wholesome holiday read—
perfect for families looking for a story that
celebrates the true spirit of Christmas.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 8 and Year 9 |Mrs Reddy
As we reach the end of a long but successful term, we want to celebrate the many achievements of
our Year 8 and 9 students.

September saw us warmly welcome parents and students to Meet the Form Tutors, as well as an
engaging visit from the Curiosity Cube. In October, we marked Black History Month with inspiring
assemblies led by our Sixth Form, enjoyed the Feast of St Francis whole-school Mass, celebrated
National Poetry Day, and both year groups took part in Into Uni workshops. November was equally
busy, with Year 9 visiting Trinity College for careers, Anti-Bullying Week, Future Fest, plus our Book
Fair, Christmas Fair, and our Christmas lunch that went down a treat.

Looking ahead to January, Year 9 will attend the “It All Adds Up” maths trip, while Years 8 and 9 take
part in the VOCO hospitality visit.

We extend our sincere appreciation to Shekinah, Gemma, and Julia for dedicating their lunchtimes
to support the Breakfast Club, as well as to all the students who contributed to its fundraising
efforts. Your support is invaluable.

Wishing everyone a safe, joyful Christmas and a prosperous New Year and thank you to all
parents/caregivers for your ongoing support. We look forward to seeing you rested and ready for
2026!

Year 8 Year 9

Gaudion John

Rachael A Junaid

Rosmelia Ursula

Britania Erika

Jenson Thomas

Mason Yulanda

Annie Vielnia

Azzouz Luanna

Crystal Devine

Oscar Nicole

Congratulations to all students with 

100% attendance.

Thank you to the tutors for their 

ongoing support.

Keep on striving to be a better version 

of yourself Y8 and Y9!

Students leading the way

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

For more 
information 
about the 
Paris trip, 

please click 
on the link to 

watch a 
presentation 

by Mr 
Dunne:
VIDEO

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/1SDFo1CSXGM
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
16 December | Advent Reconciliation

19 December | Last day of term – early finish

05 January | Staff INSET Day – No students in school

06 January | Term 3 Starts

09 January | Year 11 Combe Mill Geography Trip

12 January | It All Adds Up Maths Trip Year 9

19 January | Year 8 / Year 9 Voco Hospitality Trip

22 January | Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/

