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Dear Families

A new year always brings with it a sense of possibility, and this week our reflections have centred on
the Feast of the Epiphany, a moment that speaks powerfully of fresh starts and new directions, but
also the first day of term for us. It was fitting! In our assemblies, we reflected on the journey of the
Magi, who encounter Christ and then, as Scripture tells us, “return home by another way.” Pope Leo
reminds us that Epiphany is not simply about recognising Christ, but about allowing that encounter to
change us — to do things differently, to choose a new path shaped by faith, courage and love.
Epiphany challenges us not to drift back into old habits, but to walk forward renewed.

As part of this celebration, we also marked the beautiful tradition of chalking the doors in school, a
visible sign of God’s blessing, of welcome, and of our need for grace. It is a simple but powerful
reminder that we begin this year under God’s care, asking for His blessing on all who pass through our
doors.

Before the break, we ended the term in the most joyful of ways, and it feels
important to pause and remember that too. Our annual Sixth Form Santa Run
once again brought laughter, generosity and festive cheer, and our celebration
assemblies were a real highlight; recognising students for their achievements and
finishing, as ever, with a wonderfully enthusiastic rendition of The Twelve Days of
Christmas. It was loud, joyful, and very Greyfriars.

This week, we have returned to school with a renewed sense of purpose and a
……deep appreciation for our community. The Greyfriars Way has been alive in the corridors, classrooms
and conversations: kindness, care and ambition evident in so many small but meaningful ways.

Of course, the countdown has truly begun for our Year 11 and Year 13 students. They have taken part
in Exam Ready assemblies and form-time sessions to help them prepare well, not just academically,
but emotionally and practically too. We are proud of their focus and determination, and we will
continue to support them every step of the way.

Looking ahead, our Catholic Social Teaching focus this term is Subsidiarity. In form time, students have
begun exploring what this means in practice: understanding that everyone has a voice, that change
often begins locally, and that we are all called to take responsibility for making the world around us
better. This term, we will focus intentionally on how our young people can use their voice, with
confidence and compassion, to transform their communities for the good; as part of this, we have a
great project with Citizens UK so watch out for this.

Happy new year, new term, and best wishes for 2026. Thank you, as always, for your continued
support and partnership. I look forward to all that this term, and year, will bring.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel – Matthew 2 : 1 - 12

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Matthew 2:1-12 narrates the Magi's visit to worship the infant Jesus in Bethlehem, guided by a star. It
highlights Jesus as the prophesied King, contrasting the Gentiles' adoration with Herod's hostile fear,
while showcasing the fulfilment of scripture and God's protection of the Messiah. The Magi (Wise Men)
are foreign, non-Jewish scholars (likely from Persia or Babylon) recognised Jesus as the King of the Jews,
representing the inclusion of Gentiles in God's plan. The star is a miraculous sign guiding seekers to the
Messiah. Each gift contains a different meaning: gold symbolises royalty and Jesus as King; frankincense
symbolises deity and Jesus as Priest; and myrrh symbolises mortality and Jesus's future death and
burial. The ruling King Herod was threatened by a new "King of the Jews," reflecting his insecurity and
hostility, and the narrative confirms Jesus was born in Bethlehem, as predicted, fulfilling the Messianic
prophecy from Micah 5:2. In the end, the Magi are warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
preventing him from finding and killing the child.

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.”  3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all 
Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief 
priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be

born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 6 “‘But you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will 
come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out 
from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 
carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”  9

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went 
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country 
by another route.

Prayer for Epiphany

God of all people, by the light of a star, you called seekers from 
afar, revealing your Son to all nations. May the light of your love 

open our hearts to the whole human family. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES
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Weekly Book Review by Lian G

Catholic Life | Mr Greer
Happy Epiphany! On our first day back this week,
teachers partook in the ancient tradition of chalking
doors on epiphany. This ritual is to ask God for His
blessings over our homes (in this case our classrooms)
over the new year. On each door is inscribed the
following: 20+C+M+B+26. The new year is split with the
initials of the three magi from the story (Caspar,
Melchior, and Balthazar). It also means Christus
mansionem benedicat (Christ bless this house). We love
seeing this inscribed over all the doors of the school,
and we are hopeful that God will continue to bring
blessings in this new year!

A maddeningly beautifully well written work that some
may argue is about the duality of man but perhaps in
reality it simply highlights the nature of just man itself.
The short story is clever as it follows a narrative of
someone trying to be rid of a doppelganger although
completely akin to him in both name and appearance
the only difference seems to be the way they act which
is drastically different to one another.

You may find yourself slowly uncovering more of this
curious case and something about the end may cause
you a great shock.

Overall I really quite liked language and the story itself
was extremely intriguing-opening me up for more
avenues to debate or at least ponder about human
nature.

A great read for sure!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


6th Form News | Ms McCabe
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Bike Shed

We also kindly ask that any accessories are
removed from the bike when left unattended.

Please note that all bikes are left at the owner’s
risk. We recommend taking a clear photo of
each side of the bike for your records.

Please ensure that
your child brings a
lock for their bike and
that it is securely
locked at all times
when brought into
school.

Welcome back!
We were delighted to see our Y12 and Y13
back, refreshed, and ready for the term
ahead. We started the term with 2 special
assemblies. Y12 were looking at their PPE
grades from December and setting
themselves targets for the year ahead. They
had the message about using Y12
productively to build their applications ready
for Y13 and beyond. Y13 looked at revision,
habits and routines to maximise their success
over the coming months. It is an exciting but
sometimes daunting time for Y13 students. It
is really important that students look after
themselves, especially during these
…….…….....cold winter months. This means prioritising sleep, staying hydrated and eating well. The other
crucial part of making exams as stress free as possible is, of course, excellent preparation. Using all
of the effective strategies in the Exam Ready booklet and revising every day from now will support
students with those feelings of worry.

If any student, in Y12 or Y13 has any questions about preparing for exams or would like any further
advice or support, they should speak to myself or any of the Sixth Form team.

Year 11 Destinations
This is a reminder that Y11 must submit their applications for entry to Sixth Form by Friday 30th
January. The form is on the school website on the Sixth Form pages. We really encourage students
to make an application even if they are not sure what they would like to do. We have many Y12 and
Y13 students on hand to talk through destinations with Y11 students. These students will be

visiting tutor groups over the next couple of weeks.

Kenya 2026 | Trip Update
Fundraising is going well, with 

our JustGiving page already raising over 
£500! Please do share! 

LINK

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/greyfriarsnasio?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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Exam Ready 2026 | Dr Rogers
At the start of this term, I was excited to launch ‘Exam ready 2026’ with our Year 11 students. In our

assembly we acknowledged the fact that there were just 65 school days left before their first real-life

GCSE exam. We see this as a call for urgency not panic, a time to be confident but not complacent.

Used well, this time is plenty to make a big difference to our GCSE success. Every year, students who

shift into that extra gear go on to make one, two or even three grades of progress on their PPE grades.

The Exam Ready Guide provided to all Year 11 students and used each week in Form time supports

students with building their commitment and organisation. It’s been great to see students using putting

these to good use already this week.

Its vital that the work students are doing in their revision is effective. To help them succeed, revision

must allow students to remember more and do more. There are three key features of effective

revision: 1. maximising attention, 2. active learning, 3. retrieval practice.

To maximise attention, students should work in short blocks of up to 45 minutes. Work in a quiet and

clutter free space. Banish the phone!

Active learning is about doing more than just reading the revision guide. Students must be doing

something that requires them to think during revision. A simple way to do this is to shrink down the

information being studied. Making flashcards, mind-maps, or one-page summary notes are great ways

to do this.

Retrieval practice is any type of activity that

involves getting the key information back out

of your brain. This is how we can ensure that

information sticks for the long term. Students

should be regularly quizzing themselves over

time. Here is where Flashcards really come

into their own. Teachers and Form tutors are

training students how to best use Flashcards

as part of their retrieval practice.

With commitment, organisation and an

effective revision strategy, students will set

themselves up for great success in their

exams. We will of course be with them every

step of the way!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Happy New Year, everyone! I hope your break was restful and

filled with wonderful stories.

I had a lovely time, but my heart filled with joy when so many
students came to the library even on the first morning back and
told me about their break!

Since it is the New Year, it makes sense that what you choose to read

should be new and exciting too. That’s why I am going to introduce two

initiatives (I don’t do New Year’s Resolutions, but if you do – these are

PERFECT to add to your list😊).

1. New Year, New Me, New Genre

All you need to know is on the poster, but I will be very happy to answer

any further questions you might have. Come borrow a book, and take the

Library Response Slip and you might just win a prize! Everybody who

borrows a book, reads it, and completes a slip will get 20 achievement

points!

2. Blind Date with a Book (and when I say

book – I really mean genre or type of book you

have never tried before).

If you love surprises, don’t like making

decisions, or there are simply too many books

to choose from, FEAR NOT! Our Blind Date with

a Book makes it very easy. Simply come to the

library and pick up a wrapped book, borrow it at

the desk, and voila – you’re all set!

Finally, here’s a poetry competition by Young Writers (we are still waiting

for news about the Stranger Sagas one), that will run until mid-February.

It’s a lovely topic to explore. What is your dream? Try expressing it in a

poem. See Ms Brett for more details and entry form.

I will restart sharing updates on our Reading Championship next week. 

In the meantime, have a READtastic week (and year!)

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Year 9 English |
Miss Crowther
Aiza and Berenice (9RCR) did
some really good reflection
work yesterday – what
beautiful handwriting!

Well done!

Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
Happy New Year! With the new term we have started off
strong, with some fantastic work in forms on our focus for this
term - Subsidiarity. Our goal for this term is for students to
strengthen their individual understandings of responsibility and
finding their voices, knowing how to listen and how to truly
hear what others are saying, and to understand how they can
be the change they want to see in the world.

Already this term I have seen some wonderful work in form
times, excellent returns to routines in 7KR and exceptional high
standards, 7BN working hard on their prayer intentions and
coming together as a form for reverent moments at the start of
each day. 7GKE have been working on starting positively with
their organisation, setting all students targets for how to start
the term right, and 7ALW really thinking about their behaviour,
and how subsidiarity links to their everyday lives in the school.

Well done to all these students for achieving over 20
achievement points this week.

And particularly all those in 7BN who have helped them lead
the way this week achieving 649 achievement points all
together!

A final note, as the new year comes in as does the colder
weather, please do make sure students are coming to school
with a warm coat as well as their blazer. If there are any issues
with this please do not hesitate to get in contact with me!

Logan 31

Emmabong 30

Innocent 29

Aseda 29

Leandra 28

Cassius 28

Joe 28

Revita 28

Shashwat 26

Tobias 26

Arthur 22

Muhammad 22

Martyna 22

Tommy 22

Lexi 22

Katrina 21

Robert 28

Abubakr 27

Keziah 27

Bella 27

Natan 27

Rayan 27

Mia 26

Hassan 26

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 8 and Year 9 |Mrs Reddy
Welcome back, and a Happy New Year to all our families. We hope you enjoyed a restful Christmas
break. We are delighted to welcome our Year 8 and Year 9 students back to school and look forward
to a positive and productive term ahead.

To kick start the year I would like to shine the spotlight on Louie, who at the end of last term took
charge of organising the end of year activities for his form group. Louie planned the events,
coordinated the bring and share list during extended form time, and even went a step further by
providing extra treats so that no student was left out. Well done, Louie, your generosity and
kindness have been not have been noticed by your form tutor and form group.

With the colder weather continuing, please ensure students come to school well prepared with a
warm, waterproof coat, hat, gloves and thick socks. Our uniform expectations remain unchanged.
The Breakfast Club will be open to all students, offering a hot drink and breakfast. Please take care
on slippery surfaces when travelling to and from school and around the site. Stay safe and warm.

Year 8 Year 9

Gabriella Sabrina

Wissam Aminata

Karia Yulanda

Sophie Fina

Sampson Ivonia

Eve Amalia

Greidi Emmanuel

Kenedy Kevin

Oscar B Tatiana

Esther D Ursula

Congratulations to all students with 

100% attendance.

Thank you to the tutors for their 

ongoing support.

Keep on striving to be a better version 

of yourself.

Students leading the way

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

For more 
information 
about the 
Paris trip, 

please click 
on the link to 

watch a 
presentation 

by Mr 
Dunne:
VIDEO

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/1SDFo1CSXGM
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
12 January | It All Adds Up Maths Trip Year 9

13 January | Year 8 / Year 9 STEM Event

19 January | Year 8 / Year 9 Voco Hospitality Trip

22 January | Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening

27 January | Year 11 Mock Interviews

3 February | Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

5 February | KS5 Parent Consultation Evening

10 February | Safer Internet Day 

Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars Catholic School, please email our School
Business Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk or visit:
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am 
in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link. DONATE

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
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