
Weekly Newsletter
Friday 24th April 2026 | Issue 25

01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

Dear Families

We began the week reflecting on the Gospel story of the Road to Emmaus; a powerful reminder that,
in our darkest or most uncertain moments, we can struggle to recognise the truth right in front of us.
The disciples walk with Jesus without realising who he is, and it is only later, in reflection, that they
begin to understand. It is a message of hope: that even when we feel unsure, we are not alone, and
meaning often reveals itself over time.

On Tuesday, we held our first Community Mass, bringing together our school and parish communities
in a shared celebration of faith. The intention was simple but important: to strengthen the connection
between school and parishes, and to invite our wider Catholic community to celebrate and support
the work of Greyfriars. We were delighted to welcome members from a range of parishes, and we are
deeply grateful for the generous contributions made, particularly towards our Breakfast Club, which
remains free for all students thanks to donations, and our school library. It was a beautiful and
uplifting occasion, and I feel very privileged to be part of such a warm and loving community.

This week we have also had the pleasure of hosting 30 Indonesian students, who have joined us to
experience life in a British school. I have been incredibly proud of our student mentors, who have
welcomed them with such kindness and care. As part of their farewell, our visitors shared a wonderful
ceremony, including a traditional dance, a joyful glimpse into another culture. While our students may
not yet be fully convinced about incorporating a community dance into future Greyfriars celebrations,
I remain hopeful!

We end the week blessed with glorious sunshine, a fitting reminder of our focus this term on
Stewardship of God’s Creation. It has been a joy to see students simply enjoying one another’s
company at break and lunch, playing, talking, laughing, good, honest moments of happiness that
reflect the strength of our community.

There has been real joy in school this week. I hope you are able to enjoy the sunshine this weekend as
well.

With every blessing

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel | Luke 24:13-35 On the Road to Emmaus

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
The Emmaus story reminds us that Jesus walks with us in disappointment, turning sorrow into
hope. In the breaking of bread, the disciples recognise him and discover that their hearts were
already burning with new life. The Resurrection assures us that no failure, wound, or darkness is
beyond the healing power of God’s love.

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about 
everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things 
with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but 
they were kept from recognising him.  17 He asked them, “What are you 
discussing together as you walk along?”  They stood still, their faces 
downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one 

visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 “What things?” he 
asked. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all 
the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 
21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day 
since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 
23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24

Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see 
Jesus.” 25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did 
not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 28 As they approached the 
village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, 
“Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at 
the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were 
opened and they recognised him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 33 They got up and 
returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and 
saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the 
way, and how Jesus was recognised by them when he broke the bread.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created. And you shall renew the face of the 

earth.  O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the 
faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may truly be wise and ever enjoy your 

consolations.  Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/


Catholic Life | Mr Greer
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Meadow School Enrichment | Miss Crowther

This week we had our first ever Celebration and Giving Mass. We
invited parents, students, staff, and community members to our
school chapel in the evening to celebrate the generosity we've
received over the past few months, and to give people the
opportunity to give towards future projects of the school. We also
launched it as the start of a new team of Catholics in the city,
embracing and taking care of the school on behalf of our shared faith.
It was a moving, intimate, and joyful event. Multiple people remarked
how special it was, and we hope to continue this further.

We'd like to specifically acknowledge the generosity of Mercy in Action, a charity that works
extensively with students in need, mainly in the Philippines. Their CEO, Allison Todd, has partnered
with us for the next few years. This means that they have helped to fund our breakfast club, provide
books for our school library, and offer opportunities like work placement at their charity shops in
Oxford. We are thrilled for what this brings, and we celebrated this as an example of the Catholic
community embracing our school at the mass. We look forward to seeing what's further in store!

Our second Meadow School Enrichment session at Oxford City Farm was
a brilliant opportunity for our Year 7 students to connect with nature
and explore the fascinating world of food growing. On a beautiful sunny
day, we were introduced to the core ideas of permaculture, learning
about its ethics and principles, and how these guide sustainable and
respectful gardening. Our Year 7s began to understand that growing
food is not just about planting seeds, but about working in harmony
with the environment around us.

A highlight of the session was getting hands-on with soil exploration.
Students examined different types of soil and discovered the many bugs
and organisms living within them. This helped us to see how healthy soil is alive and plays a vital role
in growing strong, nutritious plants. By observing these natural processes up close, we can gain a
deeper appreciation for how ecosystems work together and why it is important to care for the land.

We also visited the allotment, where a variety of herbs and greens were thriving. Students enjoyed
tasting fresh sorrel leaves and mint, and even sampled refreshing mint water. This really brought food
growing to life, showing how rewarding it can be to grow and enjoy your own produce!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Greyfriars U13 Girls Reach County League Semi-Finals | Mr Roman
On Tuesday this week, the Greyfriars U13 Girls’ team played their final game of the County League
(City stage) at home, delivering an excellent performance and securing a dominant victory 26–6
against Cherwell School. This result marks an important moment for the team. With two wins and a
narrow loss across the competition, Greyfriars have qualified for the Semi-Finals for the first time —
a great achievement for our school and the players involved.
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In the game against Cherwell, several players stood out with
outstanding performances on both ends of the court.
Jevania (MVP) and Emily, along with Eufrazia, showed great
effort, confidence, and impact in both offence and defence.
However, this was truly a team performance. Every player
contributed with energy, teamwork, and determination,
which led to an important and well-deserved win for the
school.

This progress reflects the hard work, commitment, and positive attitude of the group 
throughout the season. We now look forward to the Semi-Finals with confidence and 

excitement.

Weekly Book Review by Lian

and there’s also something deeply in touch with reality that sometimes you can’t understand wholly
and person’s motivations but you know enough that you feel the importance with the urgency behind
their actions or demeanour.

I believe reading this book was one of the better choices I’ve made as it seriously gave me a certain
pensiveness I haven’t felt in a long while.

Perhaps one of my favourite authors as he often tackles vibrant almost
searing emotion or circumstance in an incredibly raw yet complex way.
There is very little wrong in how anyone handles something as everyone
reacts or continues on in their own way. That at least is something I
understood as one of the themes of the book. I actually read the sample of
this book online and immediately afterwards it stayed on my mind until I
actually binge read the entire thing in a single sitting. It’s rather thought
provoking and it also provides great introspection into how different a
person’s narrative can be to one’s own.

I believe the novel was powerful as from the very start you have all sorts of
questions brought up that simply keeps the reader there yearning for more

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Sixth Form Update | Ms McCabe

Half of the students attended a workshop led by Laura Coryton, an inspiring young activist whose
campaign changed the law for women. Laura took the students through the steps needed to bring
about change in their own schools, and lead with confidence and enthusiasm. I was so impressed
how each group tackled the activities and worked together to come up with solutions. Dr Paule from
Oxford Brookes University praised Greyfriars students for being the most engaged she had seen in
the workshops.

The other half of our Year 12 went to the Body Swaps workshop. They had the chance to test VR
headsets and work through a series of activities to develop presentation skills. Their main focus was
to demonstrate active listening when having a (virtual) conversation with another person.This group
also had a brilliant time and lots of fun, and for many of them, this was the first time they had had the
opportunity to use a VR headset.

Despite the long walk there (and back), the students returned to school buzzing with ideas of what
we want to put in place for next year. It was a really valuable opportunity.

Achievement Points
We are back with an Achievement Points League in Sixth Form. Well done to Earl and Nifemi who
have the highest points so far in Y12 and in Year 13, Toby and Faizan. Also, well done to Dr Kay and
his tutor group who have the highest number of points in Sixth Form overall.

Y13 Exams
An email went to all Y13 families and students to remind them that lessons are continuing. Whilst we
know that students may be worrying about how close these exams are, teachers are going through
vital key content reminders, addressing misconceptions and revising exam strategies. The Sixth Form
team are always on hand to support students with any worries they might have about exams.
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Think Human Festival
Last week, Mr Shaw and I took the whole of Year
12 to Oxford Brookes for workshops that were
part of the Think Human Festival. This festival
celebrated Humanities, the Arts and Social
Sciences and what it means to be human. Our
workshops were specifically aimed at Sixth Form
students and were attended by many of the local
city schools.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Year 10 Students Explore Careers with the British Army in
Aldershot | Miss Kenneford
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Fourteen Year 10 students had the exciting opportunity to visit Aldershot,
the home of the British Army, on Thursday this week for a hands-on and
inspiring insight into military careers and life in the Army.

The day began with a series of engaging talks from serving personnel, who
shared their personal journeys and highlighted the opportunities available
within the Army. From travel and specialist training to leadership
development and career progression, students gained a real sense of the
diverse paths on offer.

Students then took part in a range of command tasks designed to challenge
their teamwork, communication, leadership, and critical thinking skills.
Working together under pressure, they demonstrated resilience and
problem-solving abilities while tackling practical scenarios.

A key highlight of the visit was learning about the wide variety of roles
within the Army. Students explored specialist equipment and vehicles,
gaining insight into how different units operate and support one another.
They also had the chance to safely experience an airsoft range, giving them
a practical taste of training exercises.

To round off the day, students watched the finals of the Army Hockey
Championships, witnessing high-level sport and teamwork in action.

The trip was a fantastic opportunity for students to broaden their
understanding of potential career pathways while developing valuable life
skills. It was an inspiring and memorable experience for all involved.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 8 and Year 9 |Mrs Reddy
Year 8 Year 9

Nolam John

Taryn Kevin

Gabriela Lushun

Piti Shekarau

Isaac Luanna

Joshua Alexia

Greidi Ana Beatriz

Guardion Luciano

Abi Delight O

Emily V Holy-Karen

Students leading the way

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to all parents and carers
who attended the Year 9 Parents’ Evening. The event was a great
success, and it was fantastic to see such strong engagement from
our school community. Your attendance plays a vital role in
supporting your child’s progress, particularly at this important stage
as they prepare for their transition into GCSE studies.

The conversations between parents, students, and teachers were
incredibly valuable. They provided an opportunity to reflect on
achievements so far, identify areas for development, and discuss
the next steps needed to ensure every student reaches their full
potential. These meaningful discussions help build a strong
partnership between home and school, which is key to student
success.

If you were unable to attend, we encourage you to contact your
child’s teachers via email to receive feedback and discuss their
progress.

A huge shout out to Amna, Ayesha, Blossom, and Alexia for their fantastic help in setting up the hall
and organising signage. We also thank Lushun, Senhalia, Sienna, Nefemi, David E, David (6th Form),
and Constantine (Year 10) for kindly giving their time to support with refreshments.

Save the Date: Year 8 Parents’ Evening will take place on 7 May, from 4:00pm–7:00pm. Please
check your emails and book early via Arbor. We look forward to seeing you there.

Soft Landing | Mrs Swanton
On Monday, students were weaving baskets and they produced some beautiful work. Well done
everyone!

Ludozio

Tommy

Lexi

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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7KR 556

7GKE 547

7ALW 444

7BN 285

Faaris 57
Amelia-Grace 44

Esther 42
Elia 39

Iliam 35
Abi 34
Jude 33

Karthik 32
Chloe 32
Alton 32

Message for Year 7 | Mr
Cunningham

Year 10 students are invited to take part in a
trip to the site of the Battle of Hastings,
where they will explore the battlefield and
develop their understanding of how and why
the battle was fought in 1066. Students will
also study the religious and cultural
significance of Battle Abbey, built to
commemorate the victory of William the
Conqueror. The trip concludes with a visit
to Pevensey Bay, the landing site of the
Norman invasion, bringing the events of
1066 to life. This forms part of the examined
historical environment study.

Interested Year 9 students who have chosen
History should speak to Miss Nash.

Greyfriars Catholic School It has been another
positive week in school, with students making the
most of a range of exciting opportunities beyond
the classroom. We are particularly pleased to see
so many students getting involved in enrichment
activities, including rugby with Oxford Harlequins
RFC, which has been a fantastic chance to build
teamwork, resilience, and confidence.

Alongside this, students have been enjoying visits
and activities linked to local city farm enrichment,
as well as developing valuable problem-solving
skills through our coding sessions. These
opportunities play an important role in
broadening students’ experiences and helping
them discover new interests and talents.

We encourage all students to continue taking part
in these activities and to make the most of
everything school life has to offer.

Congratulations to our top achievement point
scorers this week, and well done to 7KR leading
the form groups this week, just beating out 7GKE!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett
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And just like that, we are done with week 2! We are still very much promoting
AUTISM ACCEPTANCE MONTH, but also encouraging ALL students to display
their individuality and unique perspective by finishing our doodle. All the
doodles will be on display from Monday and you can vote for your favourite
until mid-May. There will be prizes for the winners, so come and add your
interpretation to the list😊.

We are re-thinking our
library clubs, with
Student Librarians
having more
independence and
responsibility running
them. At the moment,
we are planning to run
Blackout Poetry,
Creative Writing, Art,
Crochet, and possibly
Beads Club, so come
along if you’re
interested. Similarly, if
there is something else
you really want us to
run in the library, come
up and speak to me – I
always welcome new
ideas.

May is a National Share -a-Story Month, so get ready for
activities and competitions that are all about reading,
writing, and enjoying stories together!

We also now know, due to many successful submissions
to Young Writers’ Competitions, that we have many very
talented writers among us! That’s why, I will keep
encouraging you all to give it a go! Read, write, and
enjoy the stories you absorb, and create.

Here are a couple of competitions that might catch your eye (and, as usual,
there will be plenty of achievement points for every submission, on top of
the possible prizes). Come to the library for more details.

The OxIA Short Story Collection 2026
OxIA (Oxford Independent Authors) is
organising Wolvercote Literary Festival
2026 on Sunday June 28th, as part of
the 2026 Wolvercote and Wytham Mid-
Summer Festival. Here they are
……………launching the OxIA Short Story Collection, open to local writers of all ages
who would like to see their work in print. Short stories will be collected and
published on-line, on the OxIA web site, around each of OxIA’s local literary
festivals.

Finally, the Reading 
Championship 

update.

Enjoy the sunny weekend, everyone 
(hopefully with a good book in hand! 😊). 

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

.

.

.

Message for KS4 | Mr Weedon

Attendance Update – Years 10 & 11 | Attendance remains a key priority, particularly at this
important stage of the academic year. For our Year 11 students, being in school every day is vital. As
they approach their final examinations, this is a crucial time to gain as much support, guidance, and
knowledge as possible from their teachers. Every lesson counts in helping to build confidence and
secure the best possible outcomes.

Similarly, strong attendance in Year 10 is essential. Students are laying the foundations for their
GCSE courses, and consistent presence in lessons ensures they can fully engage with new content
and develop the skills needed for success as they move into Year 11.

We appreciate your continued support in ensuring your child attends school regularly and
punctually.

Year 10 | As we continue through a busy and important term, we would
like to share a few key updates regarding our Year 10 students.

Preparations for the upcoming PPE (Pre-Public Examinations) are well
underway. Students have been working hard in lessons and we encourage
continued revision at home to help build confidence and ensure they are
fully prepared. This is an important stage in their journey as they begin
transitioning towards the expectations of the next academic year.

We are also looking ahead to the transition into Year 11, and it has been
encouraging to see many students already demonstrating increased focus,
maturity, and commitment to their studies.

Year 11 | Our Year 11 students continue to work extremely hard as they
prepare for their upcoming examinations. This is a crucial period, and it has
been encouraging to see their focus, determination, and commitment to
their studies. We encourage you to continue supporting them at home by
helping to maintain good routines and a balanced approach to revision.

Letters regarding the upcoming Celebration Evening, along with other key
dates for the remainder of the academic year, have now been sent out.
Please take a moment to check your emails to ensure you are up to date
with all important information and deadlines. Thank you for your ongoing
support during this important time.

Form
Achievement 

Points

10MJ 232

10SA 197

10CT 169

10JOD 146

Form
Achievement 

Points

11JM 62

11JS 54

11RHO 39

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child
has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch
accounts and if this is running low please top up.
Students will be unable to purchase food in the
restaurant if they do not have enough funds in
their account.

Please note that we are a cashless school and
cannot accept cash for lunch payments.

If you are having trouble accessing your
ParentPay account, please contact the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
04 May | Bank Holiday

07 May | Year 8 Parent Consultation Meeting

11 May | External Exams Begin

13 – 15 May | Year 9 Careers in Focus Workshops / Trip

14 May | Feast of the Ascension Mass (KS3)

14 May | Year 9 Immunisations

18 May | University Church Bach Concert

21 May | Year 10 Hospitality Trip to Voco Hotel 

25 – 29 May Half Term

Greyfriars Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars
Catholic School, please email our School Business
Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies or visit: to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link.

DONATE

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Vacancies

https://www.birminghamdioces
e.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/

jobs

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs
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Donnington Doorstep Family Centre has reopened 
its free Youth Club for young people in OX4.

We offer a safe, welcoming space with activities, 
support, and a free hot meal each session.

Open Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Please see our poster for parental permission 
details.

PARENTS to COMPLETE FORM

YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form 

https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form
https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck
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