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Dear Families

It is May Day today, and what a glorious reminder it is of the beauty of the world around us. At a time
when creation feels at its most vibrant, it offers us a natural moment to reflect on our focus this term:
Stewardship of God’s Creation. When the world is so spectacular, we are reminded not only to enjoy it,
but to care for it, and for one another, with gratitude and responsibility.

This week, in our Gospel reflections, we have considered Jesus as the Good Shepherd. In our Monday
Assembly, we explored what this means for us: who we listen to, how we discern the right path, and what
it means to follow with purpose and trust. The image of the shepherd reminds us that guidance matters
and that we must choose carefully the voices we allow to shape our thinking and our actions.

Reading plays a crucial role in this. It stretches our thinking, deepens our empathy and helps us to become
better people. The ideas within Moral Ambition, about using our talents in the service of others, are
powerful, and it has been wonderful to see students engaging with these ideas so thoughtfully.

It has also been a pleasure to welcome several visitors into school this week. Without fail, they comment
on the warmth of our community and how polite our students are: Greyfriars polite of course! This is
something we should never take for granted; it speaks volumes about who our students are and the
culture we are building together whether they are in Y7 or Y13, they are fully invested in our community.

In these visits, I was also struck by the wonderful work in the library with Mrs Brett, her team of student
librarians and the culture of joy are phenomenal. Across the school, break and lunchtime have been full of
laughter, conversation and a whole range of ball games (handball is a big Greyfriars hit!). In a world where
attention is so often drawn to the negative, it is worth pausing to recognise what we see every day at
Greyfriars: good, wholesome childhood; students enjoying one another’s company, learning, growing and
flourishing together.

I hope you are able to enjoy the sunshine this weekend and take a moment to appreciate the beauty
around you. The Bank Holiday Monday is also a welcome extra day too.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

Alongside this, I have taken great pleasure this week in speaking to students about
Moral Ambition and sharing reading recommendations in assembly. There is
something quite stark in the reality that, as a society, we are reading less and
spending more time online. Recent reflections from Pope Leo XIV have also
highlighted the risks that increased time online, and the rapid growth of AI, can pose
to human interaction, reflection and discernment. His message is clear: we must
remain rooted in what makes us human: deep thinking, meaningful relationships, and
a sense of moral purpose.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel | John 10:1-10 The Good Shepherd and His Sheep

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
In John 10:1-10, Jesus declares himself the "good shepherd" and the "gate
for the sheep," contrasting his care with thieves who come to steal, kill, and
destroy. He emphasises that his sheep know his voice and follow him,
promising salvation and abundant life to those who enter through him.

1 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the 
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief 
and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of 
the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep 
listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of 
them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But 
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from 
him because they do not recognise a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus 
used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand

what he was telling them.  7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 

All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the 
gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

Prayer for the month of May

Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, 

Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.  Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Meadow School Enrichment | Miss Crowther
Our Year 7 students enjoyed their third enrichment session this week, this time a visit to the horse
fields. We began with a gentle walk along the footpath by Florence Park, pausing occasionally to
listen to the different sounds of nature (and also the shouting from the playground!).

As we continued, we arrived at an open field where students were given a plant identification sheet.
With great enthusiasm, they began spotting and naming different plants along the route. This activity
sparked curiosity and discussion, as students worked together to identify species and appreciate the
variety of life growing around them.

When we reached the ancient horse fields, the experience became almost meditative. Students sat
together looking at an opening into the lush meadow (which is sadly under threat from housing
development). They were asked to draw their vision of what the meadow could become in the
future.

This links to the core purpose of our enrichment project: to imagine a “meadow school,” a natural
learning environment that preserves the land rather than allowing it to be developed for housing.
The students produced thoughtful and imaginative work, showing a clear appreciation for the beauty
and importance of the space. One standout piece came from Nicolas, who wrote a poem about the
fields:

Luscious grass
With a past.
Little deer
And a drop so sheer.
Flowers open,
But where they come from
Is a mystery.

Bushes ahead
That lay like a bed.
Tall 
Tall trees
That nobody sees.

And light.
Gaze at the stars
That lay ahead.
Bask at the pond.
Why change nature,
When it can change you?

Nicolas’ poem beautifully captures both the wonder of the meadow
and the deeper message at the heart of our project. It reflects the
growing awareness among students that nature is not only something
to enjoy, but something to protect.

This third session highlighted how our Year 7 students are developing
a deeper connection with the natural world: learning not just about
it, but from it. We look forward to seeing how their ideas continue to
grow in the sessions ahead!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Year 7 Art | Mrs Byrne
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Year 7 pupils have been busy
creating painted portraits
inspired by the work of Julian
Opie. As part of this project, they
have been developing their
understanding of the colour
wheel, exploring harmonious and
complementary colours. Using
these techniques, the Y7s have
painted a range of striking
portraits inspired by their own
heroes. It has been fantastic to
see their creativity and growing
confidence with colour.

I look forward to sharing more of their impressive work. 

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Weekly Book Review by Lian

A huge well done to our
Y7 student and the
Marston Saints who
finished third in the
ESF2026 Youth Football
Festival at the weekend.

To top it off, the team was presented with their medals by Paul Merson and 
Faye White, both Arsenal and England legends!

I’m not quite sure if this is one of the more famous cases in the Sherlock
Holmes series but it’s certainly a little more widely known! I found this case
in particular to be rather fascinating due to all of the twists and turns
featured. You can find yourself certainly mystified along with Watson until
near to the end when hints finally start to link together. The entire case is
somewhat outlandish and the ending may not be the most satisfying
considering the lack of on-screen (or should I say in-page) consequence but
I believe it stays true to the characters with the choices and insights they
made.

I’ve read, watched and heard different adaptations of this case and honestly
knowing how many directions it’s taken simply just seems to spruce up the
source material even more! It’s always an intriguing case to come back to!

Soft Landing | Mrs Swanton
This week Lexi,
Tommy, Ludozio
and Mario
designed artwork
based on their
first initial – great
work everyone!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Miss Brett
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Hello, Fellow Readers! What a beautiful week we’ve had. Let me start with
some brilliant news. Lian, yes THAT Lian – our Book Reviewer Extraordinaire,
and a now PUBLISHED AUTHOR herself is also getting her wonderful poem
published! Aren’t we lucky to have such a talented student in our school?!
Mind you, we have many very talented students in our school, so come along
to the library and show us what you’ve got😊.

We are still looking for
inspiration, planning
for new Library Clubs.
They can be before,
after school, or during
lunch break. If there’s
anything you are
particularly fond of
doing – pop up and
speak to me! My
Librarians and I want
to hear about any
activities, art, games,
crafts, study clubs –
but, naturally, if it
involves reading or
writing, my heart will
sing with joy.

As we are strolling into
the National Share -a-
Story Month, I have
writing competitions
for you to enter – they
are very exciting –
come and see for
yourselves! There are,
of course,
achievement points to
be earned for entering,
but there are also
fantastic prizes to be
won! You can also
browse through our
Creative Writing
guides if you need

inspiration.

Finally, I am starting my Be Brilliant
initiative. There are many ways in
which we can be brilliant, of course.
But the one that warms my heart
the most is… yes, you guessed it:
READING. I want YOU to show me
that you are a brilliant reader and
you can earn achievement points
>>>and some prizes, from stickers, badges, bookmarks,

books, or sweets.

There are many ways in which you can
demonstrate your reading brilliance, e.g. borrow a
book, read it, and come to tell me all about it; read
to someone else, read to ME 😊, encourage your
friends to borrow books and read them,
recommend books you love to your friends,
SPREAD THE JOY OF READING and tell me about it
(or write about it). I am really hoping to be able to
give away many, many points and prizes.

To send you into the glorious weekend with a smile on your faces, here is a silly librarian joke.
What do librarians use to fish?.................Bookworms!

Happy reading, everyone!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 8 and Year 9 |Mrs Reddy

Have a lovely weekend!

Year 8 Year 9

Crystal Tyler

Ronnie Jason

Gabriella Eleesha

Kristian Sahas

Ephraim Omer

Grant Delight

Isayah John

Sabella Tatiana

Sky Leyna

Isaac Da Vinci

Students leading the way
As the weather warms up, it’s important to take care of yourself so
you can stay focused and perform at your best. Please remember to
bring extra water to stay hydrated throughout the day, especially in
hotter conditions. Getting a good night’s sleep is just as important,
helping you remain alert and engaged in your lessons. Keeping on
top of homework also plays a key role, supporting revision and
building confidence ahead of end-of-year assessments.

Uniform and attendance expectations remain consistent
throughout the year. Regular attendance is essential for all student;
being in school and fully participating in lessons makes a significant
difference. For Year 9 students preparing to transition to GCSEs
later this term, consistent attendance is particularly important as it
helps with planning and adapting to new content. Similarly, Year 8
students benefit greatly from being in school every day, allowing
them to engage fully with their learning and develop the skills
needed for a successful move into Year 9.

Save the date Year 8 Parents’ Evening will take place on Thursday, 7 May, from 4–7pm in the main
hall. Parents who have not yet booked appointments are encouraged to do so via Arbor using a web
browser if you experience issues with the app. Reminder emails were sent on 28 April.

Congratulations to all students with 
100% attendance.  

Thank you to the tutors for their 
ongoing support.  

Keep on striving to be a better 
version of yourself.

We are delighted to celebrate our
Year 9 student, who was appointed
Head Cadet on 16 April. This is a
role of significant responsibility,
supporting the VPCL with the
running of cadet sessions and
mentoring fellow students at just
14 years old. We are incredibly
proud of you!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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7KR 571

7GKE 349

7ALW 314

7BN 288

Faaris 48
Alton 41

Karthik 39
Chloe 37
Elia 35
Luis 33

Esther 33
Imiyah 31
Sadew 30

Amelia-Grace 30

Message for Year 7 | Mr
Cunningham

Year 10 students are invited to take part in a
trip to the site of the Battle of Hastings,
where they will explore the battlefield and
develop their understanding of how and why
the battle was fought in 1066. Students will
also study the religious and cultural
significance of Battle Abbey, built to
commemorate the victory of William the
Conqueror. The trip concludes with a visit
to Pevensey Bay, the landing site of the
Norman invasion, bringing the events of
1066 to life. This forms part of the examined
historical environment study.

Interested Year 9 students who have chosen
History should speak to Miss Nash.

It has been a very positive week in school, and we
have been particularly impressed with how hard
students have been working to embed strong
routines. From arriving promptly to lessons to
being well-prepared and focused, these small
habits are making a big difference to learning
across the year group.

A special congratulations goes to 7GK, who have
shown real drive and commitment in improving
their attendance. This effort has not gone
unnoticed, and they should be very proud of the
progress they are making as a form group.

As the weather continues to get warmer, a
reminder that blazers remain a required part of
the school uniform. We also encourage all
students to bring a water bottle each day to stay
hydrated and ready to learn.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Congratulations to 
7KR leading the 

achievement point 
table for the second 
week in a row, and 

well done to our top 
achievement point 
scorers this week!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

.

.

.

Message for KS4 | Mr Weedon

Form
Achievement 

Points

10SA 440
10MJ 285

10JOD 187
10CT 183

Form
Achievement 

Points

11RHO 114
11JM 62
11JS 55

Year 11
Good luck with your Year 11 exams — you’ve got this.
Stay focused, manage your time, and don’t forget to
take breaks when you need them. All the hard work
you’ve put in will pay off. Believe in yourself and do
your best.

Please ensure that your child is prepared and has all
equipment during the upcoming exams, starting next
Tuesday. We will be revising and offering some after
school sessions for students prior to the exams.
Please utilise this time and ensure your child is in
school as much as possible.

Year 10
As we move from Year 10 into Year 11, we begin an
important new chapter. The past year is coming to a
close, bringing with it growth, challenges, and
achievements. Now, as we step into our final year,
we take on greater responsibility; not only for our
own success, but as role models for the younger
students.

As the new senior year group, we have the
opportunity to set the standard, to lead by example,
and to show the very best of what we stand for here
at Greyfriars. Let’s approach this year with
determination, pride, and a commitment to making it
one to remember.

Have a great bank holiday weekend, be safe!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News| Ms McCabe
Y13 Yearbook
Students have been busy getting their photos done for the Yearbook. Mr Shaw has been putting this
together as a wonderful memento and something they will be able to look back on and treasure for
years to come. A huge thanks to students who have contributed to this and, of course, to Mr Shaw.

Y12 House Assemblies
Students will be preparing to deliver House Assemblies on the week beginning 11th May. This is such
an important part of Sixth Form and teaches students many things: from responsibility to project
management, and problem solving to confidence. Now that our Y13 are immersed in exams and
revision, the Y12 are leading this and we are excited about the energy and enthusiasm they bring!

Oxford Neuroscience
We have secured a place on the Oxford Neuroscience Programme for Y12 students run by
Oxford University. This is a fantastic course and gives students an incredible insight into research and
study on the human brain and how this links with Biology, medicine and psychology. Well done to
Bailie for putting herself forward for this programme.

Year 8 Art | Mrs Byrne
Year 8 pupils have recently been developing their skills in tonal drawing, exploring techniques
inspired by famous buildings around the world. Students will study the work of contemporary artist
Chesim alongside the Austrian artist Friedensreich Hundertwasser, known for his vibrant colours,
flowing lines, and imaginative designs. Inspired by these artists, pupils will experiment with creating
colourful line drawings and explore monoprinting techniques to produce expressive, layered
outcomes. I am looking forward to sharing this work later in the summer term.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child
has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch
accounts and if this is running low please top up.
Students will be unable to purchase food in the
restaurant if they do not have enough funds in
their account.

Please note that we are a cashless school and
cannot accept cash for lunch payments.

If you are having trouble accessing your
ParentPay account, please contact the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
04 May | Bank Holiday

07 May | Year 8 Parent Consultation Meeting

11 May | External Exams Begin

13 – 15 May | Year 9 Careers in Focus Workshops / Trip

14 May | Feast of the Ascension Mass (KS3)

14 May | Year 9 Immunisations

18 May | University Church Bach Concert

21 May | Year 10 Hospitality Trip to Voco Hotel 

25 – 29 May Half Term

Greyfriars Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars
Catholic School, please email our School Business
Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies or visit: to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link.

DONATE

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Vacancies

https://www.birminghamdioces
e.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/

jobs

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs
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Donnington Doorstep Family Centre has reopened 
its free Youth Club for young people in OX4.

We offer a safe, welcoming space with activities, 
support, and a free hot meal each session.

Open Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Please see our poster for parental permission 
details.

PARENTS to COMPLETE FORM

YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form 

https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form
https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck
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