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Dear Families

This week we began with a beautiful Gospel in which Jesus prays for his disciples and for us. In our
assemblies, we reflected on the extraordinary idea that we are held in prayer, loved, and called into
relationship with one another. As we also looked ahead to Pentecost, we considered the courage and
purpose the disciples received through the Holy Spirit: a reminder that faith is not something hidden
away, but something lived boldly and joyfully in the world.

Our Catholic Social Teaching focus this term has been Stewardship of God’s Creation. Thinking of
ourselves as stewards is important because it reminds us that we do not simply pass through the
world, we leave something behind. Through our actions and the way we care for the spaces around us,
we shape the lives of others and the future of our communities.

This morning, our Catholic Life Ambassadors took part in a wonderful Stewardship Walk, reflecting on
the beauty of creation through The Canticle of the Sun by St Francis of Assisi. This famous prayer
praises God through 'Brother Sun', 'Sister Moon' and all of creation, reminding us that the world is not
simply something we use, but something sacred that we belong to and must care for. It was this vision
that inspired Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’ his call for us to care for our common home and to recognise
the deep connection between care for the environment, and care for one another. In a busy world,
taking time simply to notice creation, to walk together, and to give thanks felt deeply important.
That’s what students did this morning in the beautifully glorious sunshine. It was fitting.

We were also delighted to return to our partnership with The Nasio Trust, a partnership that has
become a very important part of the life of Greyfriars. Through this work, our students are challenged
to think globally and to recognise the dignity and humanity shared across communities and cultures.
Here is a short video reflecting on the experiences of our students during their recent visit to Kenya.
Nasio Trust Video The video captures not only the practical work they undertook, supporting medical
centres, helping build homes, and working alongside local communities, but also the profound

We have also had some wonderful opportunities for our students this week.
Students sang beautifully in the Bach Choir at the University Church, and we
were delighted to welcome Paterson Joseph, who shared his book and spoke to
Key Stage 3 students about storytelling, creativity and imagination. Our Year 7
students also attended a STEM Conference, where they were inspired by
robotics, innovation and the exciting possibilities of future careers, alongside
useful discussions about apprenticeships and pathways beyond school. It was
noisy in the hall for a full three hours, but was joyful.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05swRef85ys
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personal impact the experience had on them. It is a powerful reflection on service and the joy that
comes from meaningful human connection. We are incredibly proud of the maturity, and courage of
our students (and their parents!) showed throughout the trip, and grateful to The Nasio Trust for
helping create such transformative opportunities.

As we come to the end of term, I want to say how incredibly proud I am of our Year 11 and Year 13
students. Throughout the examination period they have shown immense ambition, resilience and
maturity. The determination they have displayed has been remarkable, and we continue to keep them
in our prayers as they move into the second half of this important chapter of their journey.

Also starting new chapters, this week we also say farewell to some much-loved members of staff. Mr
Shaw, Deputy Head of Sixth Form, and Mrs Surtees, our SENCO, are moving on to exciting new
adventures. We are deeply grateful for all they have contributed to Greyfriars and wish them every
success and happiness in the future. Lunch time today is testament to the love of the children, both
with little leaving parties and festivities.

We also say goodbye to Mrs White, our Attendance Officer, who leaves after more than twenty years
of dedicated service to the school. Mrs White has been truly heroic in her commitment to the students
and families in our community. She has supported generations of young people with kindness,
persistence and care, and she will be greatly missed. We know, however, that she will remain a
treasured friend of the school and keep in touch.

As the term draws to a close, I wish all of our families joy, rest and sunshine over the holiday. 'Praise
be to you, my Lord, through our Brother Sun.’

Lyndsey Caldwell

P.S. https://thankateacher.co.uk/schools/ You can send a card to say thank you to a teacher or 
member of staff. 

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://thankateacher.co.uk/schools/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel | Matthew 28:16-20 The Great Commission

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Matthew 28:16-20, widely known as the Great Commission, is the final passage in the
Gospel of Matthew. In it, the resurrected Jesus meets his disciples on a mountain in Galilee,
declares his ultimate authority, and commands them to spread his teachings globally,
assuring them of his constant presence.

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17

When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and 
said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.”

Prayer - The Canticle of Creatures by St. Francis of Assisi

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord, Yours are the praises, the glory, and the honour, and all blessing,  To You 
alone, Most High, do they belong,  and no human is worthy to mention Your name.  Praised be You, my Lord, 
with all Your creatures, especially Sir Brother Sun, Who is the day and through whom You give us light.  And 
he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour; and bears a likeness of You, Most High One.  Praised be You, 

my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars, in heaven You formed them clear and precious and beautiful.  
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind, and through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind of 

weather, through whom You give sustenance to Your creatures.  Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water, 
who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste.  Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire, through 

whom You light the night, and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.  Praised be You, my Lord, 
through our Sister Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit with coloured 

flowers and herbs. Amen

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Catholic Life | Mr Greer

Year 8 Connect with a "Human Library" - Mr Dunne
On Tuesday morning, our Year 8 students took part in a vibrant and fast-paced Human Library event,
designed to broaden their horizons and challenge assumptions about the world of work.

Operating like a career-focused version of speed networking, the event brought community
volunteers into school to act as "human books." Students sat in small groups and rotated around the
tables, spending a high-energy 4 to 5 minutes with each guest to learn about their professions.

To kick start the conversations, each volunteer brought in a single object linked to their line of
work—ranging from specialised tools and technical equipment to symbolic items. Our Year 8s had to
use their deductive reasoning to guess the career based on the object alone!

Once the mystery was solved, students interviewed the volunteers, asking brilliant questions about
what a typical day looks like in their role, the different entry routes, skills, and qualifications required
and the unexpected experiences that shaped their career journeys.

A huge thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers who gave up their time to inspire the next
generation. The enthusiasm in the room was brilliant, and our Year 8s left with a much clearer
picture of the exciting, diverse futures available to them.

This week, we continued our rosary services in the Chapel.
Students led one another in this special type of prayer in the
Catholic Church, asking for the intercessions of Our Lady. We
do this in May because it is Mary's month.

We also enjoyed a Care for Creation Prayer Walk, put on
by our Year 7 Catholic Life Ambassadors. They've worked
hard this term learning about stewardship, and how they
can lead others at our school to care for God's creation.
Students made artwork and prayer stations based on the
7 days of Creation, and invited their peers to pray and
reflect on how they can be better stewards. Please
continue to pray for care for our world!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Year 9 Step into the World of Work at Bicester Village - Mr Dunne
On Friday 15th May, our Year 9 students traded the classroom for the bustling avenues of Bicester
Village for an immersive business and careers insight day. The trip gave students a brilliant behind-
the-scenes look at the variety of career paths that drive a world-famous retail and business hub.

The day featured sessions with guest speakers, including legal professionals who broke down the
different pathways into the industry. Students learned that traditional university degrees aren't the
only option, exploring modern degree apprenticeship routes that allow young people to earn while
they learn.

To put their teamwork and digital skills to the test, students were challenged to pitch and create a
marketing reel. With a staggering 166 shops at Bicester Village, capturing the essence of the
destination in a tight 60-second reel was a huge challenge - but it was a challenge our students
absolutely thrived at! The creativity, confidence, and professionalism on display were incredible.

The hospitality industry was also a major highlight of the
experience, as we were treated to a gourmet lunch in one
of the village's top restaurants - a perk that was incredibly
popular with the students!

To top off an already fantastic day, every single student
was rewarded with a £50 Bicester Village voucher for their
hard work and brilliant engagement throughout the events.
It was a superb experience that truly brought career
opportunities - and its rewards - to life!

Rowing Enrichment | Mr Cunningham
This term, as the sun has come out and the river has slowed down, we have ventured out onto the
river, leaving the comfort and predictability of the ERGS behind, favouring the untamed waters of the
Isis. No matter the wind, rain, hail briefly the other week or sun, the Greyfriars Rowers have thrown
themselves into the sport with enthusiasm, and have come on hugely over the course of the year.

One of those rowers is Iliam, who says:

"Rowing has been an incredible experience for me, it helped me to learn to row and 
grow my confidence! It was an amazing learning journey for me, I would 

recommend for all of you to try rowing!"

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

.

.

.

Year 8 Year 9

Penelope John

Mason Mercy

Zabrina Delight O

Esther D Delight A

Francis Yulanda

Mareietta Hila

Dylan Erika

Oscar Feranmi

Roisin Tatiana

Caleb Saron

Students 
leading the 

way

Congratulations to all students with 100% 
attendance. 

Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing support. 

Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself.

Message for Year 8 and Year 9 |Mrs Reddy
In this week’s assembly, Year 8 and Year 9 reflected on Matthew 28:16–20, where Jesus calls his
followers to make a positive difference in the world. Students explored how this message remains
relevant today through the everyday choices we make. By showing positivity in our attitude, words,
actions, manners and effort, we can each contribute to a more supportive and respectful school
community. Simple acts of kindness, resilience and respect can have a lasting impact on our learning,
relationships and the wider community. Every student has the opportunity to lead by example and
inspire positive change through their daily actions.

We also took the opportunity to wish our East Timor community a very happy Independence Day. We
would like to thank Penelope for sharing the history of East Timor’s journey to independence, and
Yulanda for delivering a beautiful prayer in Tetum during the assembly.

Finally, we celebrate our Year 9 students, Sahas,
Ayesha and John, whose short stories have
been published in the book Stranger Sagas.
Congratulations to our talented and aspiring
writers on this fantastic achievement!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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7KR 3,330
7GKE 3,193
7BN 3,118

7ALW 2,014

Faaris 249
Esther 217

Amelia-Grace 205
Martyna 203
Karthik 198
Kairo 191

Sadew 189
Esme 187
Alton 185
Iliam 181
Chloe 181

Message for Year 7 | Mr
Cunningham

Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 students are invited to
take part in a trip to the site of the Battle of
Hastings, where they will explore the
battlefield and develop their understanding
of how and why the battle was fought in
1066.

Students will also study the religious and
cultural significance of Battle Abbey, built to
commemorate the victory of William the
Conqueror.

The trip concludes with a visit to Pevensey
Bay, the landing site of the Norman invasion,
bringing the events of 1066 to life. This forms
part of the examined historical environment
study.

For year 7 this week, we have been thinking about
what we want our reputation to be and how we
reflect on those around us. Whether this be at
school, in our community or at home, we are all
working on showing our best selves and
representing ourselves and the school well. Instant
wins include a whole day of every student in
perfect uniform yesterday!

Equally impressive has been the way Year 7 have
embraced our Catholic life events this term.
Whether participating in liturgies, reflection days,
or acts of service, they have shown a genuine spirit
of compassion and community that is truly at the
heart of our school.

As we head into half term, we want to say a huge
well done to every Year 7 student — you have had
a brilliant term and you thoroughly deserve a rest!
We hope you enjoy a happy, healthy, and relaxing
break with your families, and we look forward to
welcoming you back refreshed and ready for more.

We have had our closest
termly achievement points
league table so far this
year, and new term leaders
for the first time this year.
Congratulations to 7KR
who have won their battle
against 7GK!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Greyfriars Boys Rise to the
Challenge | Miss Kenneford
This week a group of 12 boys proudly represented
Greyfriars at the recent All Herts Competition in
GAA. Travelling to compete against teams with far
more experience, the boys initially started the day
feeling understandably nervous. However, once
they stepped onto the pitch, their confidence
quickly began to grow. As the matches progressed,
they showed fantastic determination, resilience,
and a real willingness to learn.

One of the standout features of the day was the
incredible teamwork on display. The boys worked
hard to support one another, communicate
effectively, and take on valuable feedback
throughout the competition. Their attitude and
effort were outstanding, and it was clear to see
how much they developed as players with each
game.

Competing in something unfamiliar is never easy,
but every single one of the boys embraced the
challenge with courage and enthusiasm. They
should all be incredibly proud of themselves for
stepping up, representing Greyfriars so positively,
and giving their very best.

Message for KS4 | Mr
Weedon
This week, I had the opportunity to speak
with Year 10 students during assembly
about the importance of reputation,
accountability, and personal responsibility.
We discussed how every choice they make
— both in school and beyond — contributes
to the person they are becoming.

A key focus of the assembly was
encouraging students to reflect on how
they use their time outside of school. Are
they making positive decisions? Are they
working hard towards their studies? Are
they showing respect at home and within
the local community? Most importantly, are
they striving to be the very best version of
themselves each day? As young people
move closer towards adulthood, developing
strong habits, resilience, and self-discipline
becomes increasingly important. We
continue to encourage all students to take
pride in their actions, their learning, and the
way they represent both themselves and
our school community.

Meanwhile, Year 11 examinations are
progressing extremely well. Students have
approached the exam season with maturity,
determination, and a positive attitude. It
has been especially pleasing to see how
happy and focused many students have
been throughout this challenging period.

Have a safe week.

Well done to 
all involved –

a fantastic 
effort and an 
experience 

to 
remember!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Fundraising Event |
Miss Kenneford
Over the past year, Oxford
Harlequins RFC has teamed up with
Greyfriars Catholic School to create
something really special for its
students. Through this partnership,
young people have enjoyed fun,
high-energy, top-quality coaching
sessions completely free of
charge—helping them build skills,
confidence, and a real love for the
game. The girls’ teams have proudly
worn their own sponsored kit, while
students across the school have
benefited from free equipment and
funded memberships at the club,
opening the door to opportunities
that might otherwise have been out
of reach.

This is why our 24-hour touch rugby
match is such an important cause.
Taking place in an area facing
significant deprivation, the event is
all about breaking down barriers to
participation and making sport
accessible for everyone. We want
to ensure that cost, access, or
opportunity never stand in the way
of a young person getting involved.
By supporting this challenge, you’re
helping us continue this incredible
work—bringing more fun,
opportunity, and community spirit
to the next generation.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child
has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch
accounts and if this is running low please top up.
Students will be unable to purchase food in the
restaurant if they do not have enough funds in
their account.

Please note that we are a cashless school and
cannot accept cash for lunch payments.

If you are having trouble accessing your
ParentPay account, please contact the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
25 – 29 May Half Term

05 June | Year 11 Shirt Signing

08 June | Year 10 PPEs Begin

08 June | Blackfriars Hall Trip

10 June | Year 12 PPEs Begin

11 June | Inter-military Cricket Trip

17 – 19 June | Duke of Edinburgh Expedition

17 June | Year 6 SEND Transition Morning / Year 6 Induction Evening for Families

19 June | Year 11 Leavers’ Service

Greyfriars Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars
Catholic School, please email our School Business
Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies or visit: to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link.

DONATE

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Vacancies

https://www.birminghamdioces
e.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/

jobs

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs
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Donnington Doorstep Family Centre has reopened 
its free Youth Club for young people in OX4.

We offer a safe, welcoming space with activities, 
support, and a free hot meal each session.

Open Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Please see our poster for parental permission 
details.

PARENTS to COMPLETE FORM

YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form 

https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form
https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck
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