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Dear Families

Today is the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. It is a beautiful feast reminding us that at the very
centre of our faith is God's unconditional love for humanity and our calling to love in return. Love is a
word we use often, perhaps so often that there is a danger of it losing its depth. The Sacred Heart
reminds us that love is not simply a feeling or an emotion. It is a choice. It is about remaining steadfast
when things become difficult. It is wholehearted, not half-hearted; warm-hearted, not cold-hearted.

Yesterday, Pope Leo spoke of the danger of the ‘restless I’ that can dominate modern life, urging us
instead to rediscover the hidden, beating heart of love that calls us beyond ourselves and into humility
and unity. That message resonates deeply with life at Greyfriars. What makes our community
distinctive is our willingness to speak openly about love, not sentimentality, but the kind of love that
serves and builds community. Jesus' greatest commandment, to love God and to love our neighbour,
remains the foundation of the Greyfriars Way. We have seen that lived out beautifully this week.

Our Year 11 shirt-signing ceremony has become something of a rite
of passage. It is a joyful occasion (despite the sometimes
threatening weather!). Talking to the students, how they stood
together for photographs, seeing messages of encouragement,
friendship and appreciation written across their shirts, I was struck
by the sheer joy of the moment. It was good, wholesome, whole-
hearted joy. There was such love present, and it was a privilege to
witness. Thank you Y11!

As we move towards the end of the academic year, much of school life is centred on transition. Over
the coming weeks we will welcome our new Year 6 students into the Greyfriars family, taking their
first steps on what we hope will be a remarkable journey. At the same time, our existing students are
preparing for the next stage of their own journeys, moving into new year groups, exams or beginning
to think about life beyond school. While circumstances change, the heart of our work remains
constant: to work with discipline and love. We are here not simply to succeed, but to serve our
community. To leave every person and every place a little better than we found them.

As we enter another weekend, I hope you have the opportunity to carry something of that whole-
hearted joy into family life.

Lyndsey Caldwell

P.S. https://thankateacher.co.uk/schools/ You
can send a card to say thank you to a teacher
or member of staff.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://thankateacher.co.uk/schools/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Here, Jesus calls Matthew, a tax collector for the Roman imperial authority: a public sinner.
Having called Matthew precisely when he was sitting at his tax counter, Jesus took his
disciples to Matthew's home and sat at the table together with other tax collectors. To the
scandalised Pharisees he answered: "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but
those who are sick.... For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners." Here, the Evangelist
Matthew, ever attentive to the link between the Old and New Testaments, shows that God's
words have come down to us, through the Gospels, as a synthesis of the entire Christian
message: true religion consists in love of God and neighbour. (Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus, 8
June 2008)

Gospel | Matthew 9:9-13
As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the 
customs post. He said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 
While he was at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners came and 
sat with Jesus and his disciples. The Pharisees saw this and said to his disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” He heard this 
and said, “Those who are well do not need a physician, but the sick do. Go and 
learn the meaning of the words, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ did not come to 
call the righteous but sinners.”

Prayer for the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

O most holy heart of Jesus, fountain of every blessing,
I adore you, I love you, and with lively sorrow for my sins,  I offer you 
this poor heart of mine.  Make me humble, patient, pure and wholly 

obedient to your will.  Grant, good Jesus, that I may live in you and for 
you.  Protect me in the midst of danger.  Comfort me in my afflictions.  
Give me health of body, assistance in my temporal needs, your blessing 

on all that I do, and the grace of a holy death.
Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Catholic Life | Mr Greer

Weekly Book Review by Lian

This week, a group of RE, History, and Sociology students travelled to
Blackfriars Hall at Oxford University to tour St. John's College, visit the
Oxford Oratory, and then attend research presentations by current
postgraduate students. The talks ranged from Roman history to Refugee
Studies, Archaeology in the UK to the Sociology of Freemasons in Denmark.
The topics were varied and I was impressed by our students' questions and
engagement.

This partnership with Blackfriars is
part of our Catholic Life, as Blackfriars
is a Dominican Hall. Part of our
Catholic faith is the love and pursuit
of truth, and so we hope to continue
these academic experiences for our
students. Part of our relationship with
God is to promote curiosity about the world He has created. University
study is an excellent way to do so, and there are more subjects and
courses there than students are often aware of. This trip was a great
way to connect the dots for some about what possibilities exist out
there. We're excited for the next opportunity!

An intriguing book that immediately grabs attention with its curious
title. Even the premise itself is immediately strange and soon enough
you find yourself absolutely absorbed into Duggan’s universe. So many
red flags get raised that it’ll take a while until you stop seeing crimson
within this book but you have to be careful to try and find answers to
every burning question and situation alongside Violet. It's rather
reminiscent of something Orwellian due to some of the dystopian
features in this world but the novel also seems to hold a feeling of
dread yet hope within the reader. You’ll feel it when you get deeper
into this with each chapter!

As the first part of a trilogy, it’s genuinely a super captivating story.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Mrs Brett
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Hello Clever Cover Crackers! What a wet week we have had (she says, hoping
you spent all the rainy evenings curled up with a good book😊- after you’ve
completed your homework, of course).

I am very happy because the library has been buzzing. Yes, part of it is the
weather, I’m sure. But part of it is more students discovering the library for the
calm and safe space that it is! We even have some Y10s coming to revise for
their mock exams in the mornings.

We are still very busy processing new books, as well as training our Student
Librarians to take on more responsibility. I have some very eager Y7s learning
how to process and catalogue books, and planning next year’s clubs and
activities. So far, we are hoping to run a Book Club, Creative Writing Club,
Crochet Club, Art Club, Manga Drawing Club, and Craft Club (which might include
clay modelling, card making, bracelet making, and bookmark decorating). If there
are any specific clubs you would like us to run, pop up and tell us about it!

Student Librarians are also helping me make some DIY book display stands. They are much nicer than
the plastic ones we would have to buy, I dare say. We might have to work on improving stability though.
Any budding engineers happy to help?

Have a look at this amazing poem written 

by one of our Y8 students. So much talent!We are also doing quite well in terms of book loans.

We have had 2695 loans this year so far (for

reference – it was 2209 for the entire previous
academic year). Can we get it up to 3000 by the end of

the term? YES WE CAN!😊

Come along and have a chat with me, and we can find
you a story you will love.

We are also almost ready for our annual WHODUNNIT
for Crime Reading Month. Crime has been committed;
suspects are lined up. We will start solving the
mystery on the 22nd June. Come and see if you can
discover the truth? There will be prizes for the
winning team!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Sixth Form | Ms McCabe
Y12 PPEs
Our Y12 have made a brilliant start to their PPEs. I have been so impressed with the number of
students studying hard in school even while they are on study leave. Success at A Level is a mindset
and students who thrive are those who understand the amount of work that needs to be completed
independently. Well done Y12. One more week to go!

Finally, this is one of my favourite quotes of

all time – can you guess where it’s from?

Here’s where we are in terms of Reading 

Champions:

Happy weekend, everyone!

Term 6 fun!
A reminder again about the many opportunities
students have to get involved in our Sixth Form
and whole school events coming up in Term 6. We
need lots of volunteers. This is a great chance to
build up personal statements and work experience
and really make a difference.

Sixth Form School Council
Our new Y12 School Council met on Tuesday this week. The
students will be meeting weekly after the PPEs and will be looking
at ways to develop all aspects of Sixth Form life. This is such an
important element of Sixth Form. If any other students want to get
involved please let me know.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Message for Year 8 and Year 9 |Mrs Reddy
As we move through the term, remember that 100% attendance gives you the opportunity to earn a
place on our exciting trip to Thorpe Park. Every day in school matters and helps you make the most of
your learning. We also encourage all students to demonstrate the Greyfriars Way through respect,
kindness and pride in wearing the correct uniform. It's okay to make mistakes; everyone does. What
matters is learning from them and making better choices next time. Growth comes from reflection
and resilience. Lead by example, support those around you, and be the best version of yourself every
day.

We celebrate the following students who are actively demonstrating these values on a frequent
basis. RE lessons begin with prayers. This term 8LSC have got into the beautiful habit of praying in
unison, like a choir of angels (led by Rosmelia, Penelope, Britania, Sabella, Guardion and Sky). Taryn,
Emilly, Gabriella and Demi make sure exercise books have been distributed. A huge thank you to all
the students who help at the start of the lesson. It really is appreciated.

A huge well done to Wissam and Sampson, who earned Golden Tickets this week after making a
wonderful impression on a visitor to our school. Their warm, friendly welcome was greatly
appreciated and reflected our school values beautifully. We are very proud of them, keep up the
fantastic work!
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Year 8 Year 9

Kerfala Kevin

Crystal Delight

Jevania Da Vinci

Dylan Ammarah

Kennedy Tyler

Ganuli Sylvia

Anne-Marie Jason

Karina Alexandra

Sara Yulanda

Jaime Mercy

Students leading the way

Congratulations to all 
students with 100% 

attendance.  

Thank you to the tutors for 
their ongoing support.  

Keep on striving to be a 
better version of yourself.

Have a lovely weekend!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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7KR 410

7BN 340

7GKE 322

7ALW 245

Laura 73

Mia 54

Rugeisa 53

Elia 43

Niall 32

Imiyah 29

Karthik 28

Chloe 26

Amelia-Grace 24

Message for Year 7 | Mr
Cunningham
This week's assembly had students
looking ahead with excitement to the
transition from Year 7 to Year 8 — a
brilliant opportunity to reflect on
how far they have come and
everything that lies ahead. It is a big
step, and one we know they are
more than ready for.

Off the back of that positive energy,
our boys had a fantastic Thursday,
representing the school with real
pride in a football tournament. They
played with determination,
teamwork, and great spirit
throughout — a brilliant performance
that did the school proud.

Meanwhile, our girls had a truly
special moment in the spotlight on
Wednesday, being interviewed by
BBC Radio Oxford alongside Oxford
Quinns Rugby. To represent the
school on a platform like that takes
confidence and character, and they
rose to the occasion brilliantly. We
couldn't be prouder!

It has been a week full of highlights,
and a wonderful reminder of just
how much our students have to
offer. Well done to everyone
involved — you have been
outstanding ambassadors for our
school.

7KR have bounced back to the 
top of our Year 7 achievement 
point league, led by Laura with 

a massive 73 Achievement 
points this week! Massive well 

done!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


The Beacon | Mrs Swanton
A huge well done to the students who have been working
on various projects in The Beacon – examples of their
work are shown below.
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Message for KS4| Mr
Weedon
Year 11
The Year 11 Leavers’ Celebration was
amazing – a truly great day with a
fantastic atmosphere. It's sad to see
them all leave, but they should be
proud of everything they've achieved.
Wishing every one of them the very
best of luck in their remaining exams
and for whatever comes next.

Year 10
Year 10 have shown outstanding
attendance during their exams, and
we look forward to seeing how well
they do. Keep up the hard work,
dedication, and effort – it will all pay
off. Good luck to everyone!

Form Group Total Point 
Awards

10MJ 110

10JOD 83

10CT 77

10SA 77

Well done!  
Have a great weekend.

Mario Ludozio Lexi

Mario

Tommy
Lexi

Ludozio

Well done!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Fundraising Event |
Miss Kenneford
Over the past year, Oxford
Harlequins RFC has teamed up with
Greyfriars Catholic School to create
something really special for its
students. Through this partnership,
young people have enjoyed fun,
high-energy, top-quality coaching
sessions completely free of
charge—helping them build skills,
confidence, and a real love for the
game. The girls’ teams have proudly
worn their own sponsored kit, while
students across the school have
benefited from free equipment and
funded memberships at the club,
opening the door to opportunities
that might otherwise have been out
of reach.

This is why our 24-hour touch rugby
match is such an important cause.
Taking place in an area facing
significant deprivation, the event is
all about breaking down barriers to
participation and making sport
accessible for everyone. We want
to ensure that cost, access, or
opportunity never stand in the way
of a young person getting involved.
By supporting this challenge, you’re
helping us continue this incredible
work—bringing more fun,
opportunity, and community spirit
to the next generation.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child
has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch
accounts and if this is running low please top up.
Students will be unable to purchase food in the
restaurant if they do not have enough funds in
their account.

Please note that we are a cashless school and
cannot accept cash for lunch payments.

If you are having trouble accessing your
ParentPay account, please contact the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
17 – 18 June | Duke of Edinburgh Expedition

17 June | Year 6 SEND Transition Morning / Year 6 Induction Evening for Families

18 June | Year 8 Retreat to Greyfriars Church

19 June | Year 11 Leavers’ Service

22 – 26 June | Year 10 Work Experience Week

23 June | Year 13 Celebration Evening

24 – 26 June | Y6 into Y7 Transition Days

25 June | Year 13 Leavers’ Service

29 June | INSET Day – No students in school

Greyfriars Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars
Catholic School, please email our School Business
Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies or visit: to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link.

DONATE

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Vacancies

https://www.birminghamdioces
e.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/

jobs

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs
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Donnington Doorstep Family Centre has reopened 
its free Youth Club for young people in OX4.

We offer a safe, welcoming space with activities, 
support, and a free hot meal each session.

Open Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Please see our poster for parental permission 
details.

PARENTS to COMPLETE FORM

YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form 

https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form
https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck
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