
Weekly Newsletter
Friday 3rd July 2026 | Issue 34

01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

Dear Families

This week we celebrated the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul. Although very different
people, they were united by one mission: to proclaim the Gospel and build God's Church.

In our assemblies, we focused particularly on St Peter, the rock upon whom Jesus chose to
build his Church. We reflected on the importance of strong foundations. Buildings stand firm
because the unseen foundations are secure; our lives are no different. Character, habits,
kindness, honesty and resilience (grit!) are the foundations upon which everything else is
built.

The feast of St Peter has always held a special place in my own heart because I attended St
Peter's School. I shared entertaining photographs of myself as a student, which raised plenty of
laughter and comments this week. It reminded us all that it is good to laugh at ourselves. Here
is a photo, but not one of the worst!

Our Catholic Social Teaching theme has been Participation, and I continue to be struck by the
way our students embrace it. We often say that our students are not simply polite, they are
Greyfriars polite. Several times this week I have been showing visitors around the school and
have heard students cheerfully say, "Welcome to Greyfriars!" These simple acts of hospitality
tell visit

Continued on the next page…

I also reflected that I probably wasn't the most engaged student in
every lesson, but some messages from my school have stayed with me
throughout my life. One in particular was the idea that we are living
stones, each playing our part in building something much bigger than
ourselves. Looking back, I realised this is exactly what we mean at
Greyfriars when we talk about doing the basics brilliantly. If we build
strong foundations, being kind, working hard, showing respect, and
taking responsibility, then brilliance follows naturally.

That message has been wonderfully evident throughout school this
week.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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We also came together as a whole school to celebrate Mass for Saints Peter and Paul. These
occasions are rare and precious. Bringing our entire community together under one roof is no
small logistical feat, especially in the heat, but it was a joyful celebration. Looking around the
sports hall, I was reminded once again of a phrase used by one of our departing Year 13 students
to describe Greyfriars: wholesome. I have thought about that word often this week. There really
is something wonderfully wholesome about hundreds of young people gathering in prayer,
singing together, showing reverence and simply enjoying being part of something bigger than
themselves. Together, we are whole.

As we move towards the end of term, there is still so much to look forward to. Our Year 7
students are currently on retreat, with Years 8 and 9 following soon. We have our Thorpe Park
reward trip, Culture Day and Sports Day all on the horizon, wonderful opportunities for students
to celebrate, compete, learn and grow together.

The weather forecast suggests another warm week ahead. Thank you, as always, for your
continued support as we adapt together. Greyfriars grit will continue, and I know our students
will approach everything that lies ahead with the same enthusiasm, resilience and community
spirit they have shown throughout the year.

Have a wonderful weekend.

Lyndsey Caldwell

One of the highlights of the week has been our Citizens UK
exhibition, where students presented their campaign to improve
transport opportunities for young people across Oxford. They
spoke confidently to members of the public, explained their
proposals with conviction and even took part in interviews for
the BBC. It was inspiring to see them recognising that they have
the power to shape their community. Like the great social
reformers before them, the abolitionists, the suffragettes and so
many others, they are learning that change begins when ordinary
people choose to participate.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Jesus asks his disciples to take the demands of the Gospel seriously, even when that requires
sacrifice and effort. Jesus certainly does not intend to undervalue love for parents and children,
but he knows that if family bonds are put in first place, they can deviate from the true good. We
see this: some forms of corruption in governments come about precisely because love for family
is greater than love for country, and so they put family members in charge. When, instead, love
for parents and children is inspired and purified by love for the Lord, it then becomes wholly
fruitful and produces good fruits within the family itself and well beyond it.

There is no true love without the cross, that is, without a personal price to pay. Many mothers,
many fathers who sacrifice a great deal for their children, and bear true sacrifices, crosses,
because they love them, say this. And the cross is not frightening when borne with Jesus,
because he is always at our side to support us in the hour of the most difficult trial, to give us
strength and courage. (Pope Francis, angelus, 28 June 2020).

Gospel | Matthew 10:37—42
Jesus said to his apostles: “Whoever loves father or mother more
than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up his
cross and follow after me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life
will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
"Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me
receives the one who sent me. Whoever receives a prophet because
he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever receives

a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward. And whoever gives 
only a cup of cold water to one of these little ones to drink because the little one is a disciple— amen, I say 
to you, he will surely not lose his reward.”

Prayer for the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul

God of saints and sinners, by the power of the Holy Spirit
Peter and Paul bore courageous witness to the death and resurrection of your 

Son.  Hear our prayer for your blessings, that we may be more faithful witnesses 
to the truth of the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ, both now and for ever. 

Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Catholic Life | Mr Greer

We also put on our exhibition for Citizens UK about the need to make transport more affordable for
young people in the city. Students worked hard all week making art, writing testimonies, or taking
photos, and it paid off as visitors from the city came to visit, socialise, and ask questions. I could
have done this without the hard work of students and staff! We even got a visit from BBC Oxford, so
pay attention to the news to learn more in the coming days.

Weekly Book Review by Mrs Brett
A spooky illustrated picture book from New York Times number-one
bestselling author of Here We Are

I know what you’re thinking – why on earth are we reviewing a PICTURE
BOOK? We’re in secondary school, not pre-school, after all! Hear me out.
There's a Ghost in This House is such a fun and clever picture book! I loved
how you have to turn the transparent pages to spot all the hidden
ghosts—it makes you feel like you're part of the story. The illustrations are
beautiful, the idea is really witty and creative, and it's spooky in a playful
rather than scary way. This book is perfect if you want to have a break
from longer stories, want to have a giggle, or amuse your younger sibling
(and inspire the love of reading in them too!). Come to the library and
check it out for yourself (pun intended).

This week was a busy one for Catholic Life. On Thursday, we had our
second whole school mass of the year, celebrating the Solemnity of
Saints Peter and Paul. It was a beautiful service full of singing,
participation, and testimonies about Rome, where students actually got
to visit the tombs of Saints Peter and Paul. We also marked one year
since our Jubilee Year pledge: we are pleased to say that we fulfilled all
that we committed to!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Congratulations!
A huge congratulations to one of our students, who last weekend
completed a 5-kilometre charity run to raise money for cancer research
and support families affected by cancer. In an outstanding
achievement, he finished in second place with a fantastic time of 18
minutes 32 seconds, setting a new personal best (PB). We are
incredibly proud of his dedication, generosity, and sporting success.
Well done!

Message for Sixth Form | Ms McCabe
Sixth Form Transition Day
We were delighted to welcome our new Y12 into Sixth Form this week. On Wednesday, students
from Greyfriars and local city schools enjoyed a day of taster lessons and workshops. This is a key
opportunity to experience new subjects and lessons. It's also an opportunity to gain an insight into
life as a Sixth Form student. We hope they left inspired and excited about the next stage of their
education! If any students have questions about courses or the summer homework, they should
email me. No final decisions about subject choices need to be made until the day of GCSE results. In
the meantime, Y11 should relax and look forward to the long summer ahead!

Attendance & Punctuality
Two weeks is a long time in school. Y12 are currently in the process of receiving their PPE papers and
their grades and going through feedback to identify the gaps in their knowledge. After this, students
will be looking at Y13 content. For these reasons, it is essential that students continue to attend
school in these final two weeks of the term. Students need to be in every day, arriving punctually by
8:45am for Form Time.

Message for Year 10 | Mr Weedon
Y10 have been working hard to review their exam results, reflecting on their successes and
identifying areas for improvement. It has been fantastic to see their positive attitude towards
learning from both their strengths and the challenges they have faced.

We also celebrated a very successful Mass this week, with many Y10 students volunteering to help.
A huge well done to everyone who was involved – they represented themselves and the school
brilliantly, and we are incredibly proud of them.

Attendance continues to be a key focus for all Year 10 students. Being in school every day has a
significant impact on learning, progress, and achievement. We encourage all students to attend
regularly so they can make the most of every learning opportunity.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Happy weekend, 
everyone! Stay safe 
in the heat. Drink a 
page, reADhydrate!

Hello Noble Novel Navigators! IT IS TIME! What for? – you might ask. Ah, it is time
to stock up for the summer break😊. You should all have received an email by
now to return your current loans and borrow some new, exciting reads for the
holidays. Christina, (my Y10 work experience student) has prepared a super fun
Reading BINGO for you, come and grab your sheet from the library. There are
plenty of books to choose from and my Student Librarians and I will be more than
happy to give you some recommendations.

Incidentally, we have
recently received a
wonderful book
donation from
Professor Stephen
Harrison – there is
plenty to choose
from: fiction, non-
fiction, and even
some fantastic
coursebooks.

I have also put together a 
display for summer reads (I 
wonder if you can guess the 

theme…) :D.

We are still deciding what clubs and activities to
run next year, so feel free to come up and give
us your suggestions.

Finally, I love it when students bring me their
creative works, in any medium or form. Here’s
another lovely poem, written by a Y8 student:

Time heals
You were my world

And I was yours
And now we’re nothing to each other

Anymore
And maybe a part of me still likes you, but I just 

don’t know if you
Like me back but I can live with that

I texted you the other day just saying “hi”
Even though I thought I said I want to say “bye”

You’re meant to be blocked but my heart is 
getting unlocked.

7 months was a long time
Maybe we can draw a line

And just be friends for just some time

Now, for the Reading 
Champions… we are nearing 
the end of school year, keep 
borrowing (and reading) 😊.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Year 8 Year 9

Kerfala Ayesha

Ephraim Ivonia

Niall John

Rachael Luciano

Oscar Joshua

Margaret Chris

Kenedy Summer

Grant Thomas

Lena Junaid

Isayah Aminata

Students leading the 
way

Congratulations to all students with 100% 
attendance.  

Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing 
support.  

Keep on striving to be a better version of 
yourself.

Message for Year 8 and Year
9 |Mrs Reddy
As we head into the final weeks of the school
year, there's so much to look forward to! We
have an exciting line-up of events, starting with
the Thorpe Park Trip on 13 July so the big push
for attendance on this one continues. Please
make sure your £20 deposit is paid to secure
your place.

Culture Day on 15 July, followed by Sports
Day on 16 July.

The competition
for achievement
points is still on,
every student has
the opportunity to
be recognised and
celebrated at the
Year Group
Assembly and End
of Year Awards.
While blazers are
now optional,
high uniform
standards must
still be
maintained.
You've come this
far, and I have
every confidence
that you'll
continue to give
your best and
finish the year
strong!

Have a lovely 
weekend!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Message for Year 7 | Mr
Cunningham
As we move into the final stretch of the year,
we wanted to start by saying a heartfelt
thank you to everyone who played a part in
making transition week such a success. The
care and effort shown by students, staff, and
families in welcoming our new Year 7 cohort
has been wonderful to see — you have
helped set them up brilliantly for the journey
ahead.

We would also like to extend a huge well
done to all those involved in the Citizens UK
exhibition. It takes real courage and
commitment to stand up and speak out on
issues that matter, and our students
represented the school with tremendous
pride. A fantastic achievement.

As we head towards the end of term, we
want to gently remind all students that our
high expectations of uniform and behaviour
remain in place right up until the final day.
Finishing the year as we mean to go on is
something we take real pride in, and we
know our students are more than capable of
seeing it through.

Finally, we cannot wait to share stories and
highlights from the Youlbury and Carmelite
retreat with you all next week — watch this
space!

Thank you, as always, for your continued
support. Have a lovely weekend.
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National Changes to Free School Meals 
from September 2026

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

The current transitional protection arrangements for Free School
Meals will end in July 2026. This means that pupils who are
currently receiving FSM will not automatically remain eligible
from September 2026. To continue receiving Free School Meals,
families will need to meet the revised eligibility criteria.

Expanded Eligibility from September 2026
From September 2026, all children living in households that receive Universal Credit will be eligible
for Free School Meals, regardless of household income.

If you believe that your child is eligible for free school meals, please complete the following

Google Form: Free School Meals Registration Form

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjCIlqtYVAW6KTEJdLfOpmu9N5rL-u5Czqf8oGIqtvhxgEhQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=114880101753819360032
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child
has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch
accounts and if this is running low please top up.
Students will be unable to purchase food in the
restaurant if they do not have enough funds in
their account.

Please note that we are a cashless school and
cannot accept cash for lunch payments.

If you are having trouble accessing your
ParentPay account, please contact the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Dates for your Diary
6 July | Year 9 / Year 10 Pilgrimage to St Frideswide’s Well

7 July | Called to Act Trip 

8 July | Creative Industries Trip

8 July | Year 11 Art Exhibition

9 July | Year 11 Celebration Evening

10 July | Oxford Powerhouse Games

13 July | Thorpe Park Reward Trip

15 July | Culture Day

16 July | Sports Day

Greyfriars Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars
Catholic School, please email our School Business
Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies or visit: to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link.

DONATE

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Vacancies

https://www.birminghamdioces
e.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/

jobs

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

Donnington Doorstep Family Centre has reopened 
its free Youth Club for young people in OX4.

We offer a safe, welcoming space with activities, 
support, and a free hot meal each session.

Open Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Please see our poster for parental permission 
details.

PARENTS to COMPLETE FORM

YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form 

https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form
https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck
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